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ARGUMENT.
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1811.



Hinth Day.

SUDDEN doubt and anxiety
possess me. 'The thought of
what I am now about to narrate
almost overwhelms me with hor-
ror: for know, gentle auditors
and docile subjects, that there is
no one day, recorded by Homer
in his Iliad, which discloses such
a scene of contention and bloodshed, as that which will be
displayed upon this the NINTE DAY of our BisrL10GRAPHI-
cAL DecameroN. The hearts of the Ladies will be cut
in twain by recitals of vanquished Knights and slaugh-
tered Chieftains, Neither old nor young will be found to
have been spared ; and as ¢ the work of death’ advances,
courage is only aggravated into ferocity, and pity and
courtesy shriek as they fly before the face of such monsters!
To borrow Philemon’s favourite Homeric version :

With streams of blood the slippery fields are dyed,
And slaughtered heroes swell the dreadful tide.

ArLmAaNsa. Terrific foretaste! But I trust our monarch
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is now merely indulging the warmth of a metaphorical
fancy. We are surely not about to be exposed to all these
horrors of Homeric warfare ? .

Lisarpo. The result will best shew. And yet.. at the
very outset I must touch a mournful strain...a sort of
¢ dead march in Saul’ must be the prelude to this bustling
and blood-shedding scene ! '

PriLeMoN. What mean you ?

Lisarpo. Can Philemon ask? Call to mind, I beseech
you, some six years ago, when you took me into a certain
AvucTtioN Room,* where we heard a sort of muster-roll read
of the champions who thronged the field upon book-selling
contests . . .and where, as certain odd-looking, or ardent, or
confidential, or dreaded heroes, came into the front ranks, we
were made acquainted with their characters, their reputation,
and their ¢ deeds of chivalry’—of success, or of discomfiture.

PaiLemoN. We were so. But why, in consequence, are
you to favour us with ¢ the dead march in Saul ?*

Lisarpo. Listen. Since that memorable day, I strove
to make acquaintance with the greater and better part of
the heroes described. My acquaintance was consolidated
into friendship. But, of late, death. . .

PraiLEMoN. I understand you. Give us therefore their
epitaphs and characters ; and be as unsparing to the living
as to the dead.

Lisarpo. Cease: the flute and double-drum of this ¢ dead
march* have already uttered their dirge-like notes—and here
follows the remainder of that solemn movement.

® into a certain Auction Roox.] See the Bibliomania, p. 160, and following
pages. The greater part, if not the whole, of this NiNtu DAy of the Bibliogra-
phicul Decameron must be considered a commentary, or rather sequel, of the
transactions recurded in the work just referred to.
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¥irst for Leripus.®* He survived the description that
Was given of him about two years; dying suddenly, and
Without pain; and leaving behind, a family, not only

® First of Leripus.] See the Bibliomania, p. 160. For the first time, since
the publication of the work just mentioned, I present my readers with a xxv,
manafactured of equal parts of gold, silver, and copper, (and therefore perhaps
Tather a unique unlocking instrument) for the explanation or appropriation of the
characters described in the Avcrion Roox : but—of such characters only as—
¥ow ceasx 10 BREATHE. Concealment and secrecy are of no avail towards the
dead : living characters have & sort of éclat thrown around them by the mystery
of fictitious names. ¢ First’ then ¢ for Leripus.’ Under this name was desig-
mted the late Reverend Dr. Isaac Gosser; so long and so well known, so
generally and so justly estcemed, that my own delineation of him, whether as

* Lepidus’ or * Gosset,” can add little to his reputation.

In the Pursuits of Literature he was called ¢ milk-white Gosset.” This must
wot be understood with reference to the colour of his complexion, or of his
dothes—but to his love of books ¢ bound in vellum.” As a frieud and neighbour
I was well acquainted with the tonc and texture of his library, but there was no
violent predilection for this ¢ milk-white® tint; and the ¢ clinquant’ of an cpithet
is, we know, oftentimes as thoughitlessly reverberated as tlic cpithet itself is
precipitately bestowed. Dr. Gosset's library was rather select than numerous.
In Gremmars, Classics, aud Theology, be was justly proud of its strength. His
readiness and even kindness of comuunication will be long reniembered by those
who have had frequent opportunities of experiencing its beneficial effects ; and
by none more than by the uuthor of these necrologicul Gossctiana—who, during
the coruposition of the second edition of his Introduction to the Classics, used to
bave frequent couferences with our Doctor, and the most unlimitcd command of
lis library. Nor was Dr., Gosset's willingness to procure books—or to give
advice, in the selection of them, to his fricnds—less distinguisl:ed than his natural
benevolence of character. During a salc he usually took his station at the right
hand of the auctioncer ; which, since the days of Askew, he filled with marked

distinction and celebrity. He was at times vastly gay and cheerful during the
sale, and may be said to bave dealt around his gibes and jokes in a manner the
most felicitous imaginable. He loved a good Jaugh wheu a would-be BisLIoGNOST
was caught ; and his laugh was generally ¢ the heart’s laugh.” He was fully
impressed of the importance of his own remarks when a volume was ¢ put up,’
and that numerous eyes and cars were opened to receive his oracular opinions ;
but he was by no means elated with such bibliographical humage, and was rather
discreet, quiet, and cautious in the delivery of his criticisms. In consequence,
he rarcly committed himself. He was very fond of ardent young biblioraniacs ;
and loved much a little bibliographical disporting or sparring during the sale!
Mr. Heber was always a prodigious favourite with him. He once told mg
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enriched by the good fortune of their parent, but benefited by
his instructions, and impressed with the deepest respect for
his memory. No man ever had a more thoroughly parental
heart ; and he chose to bear with the utmost good-humour

emphatically that he considered him as ¢ u1s purir.’ The pupil and master
used oft-times, in former days, to enjoy their evening revels (after the heat and
burry of 8 book-sale) over sober Souchong, succeeded by ¢ milk-white® punch!

‘Within several months of the publication of the Bibliomania, I read to him, in
the shop and presence of Mr. Payne, my character of LEripus. It was a bold
measure : but he enjoyed it thoroughly, and laughed as heartily as Mr. Payne
himself. He had strong, sound, good sense and scholarship ; and in his time had
been an animated and popular preacher. His dissolution was sudden, and let
us hope ¢ without a pang.’ His family were at breakfast ; but the Doctor not
coming down, as usual, they visited his bed room, where he was found dead in
his bed. He had reached his 68th year. Consult the Gent. Mag. vol. lxxxii.
pt. ii. On the 2d of February, 1813, the sale of his Library was thus announced
by Messrs. Leigh and Sotheby : ¢ The very valuable library of the late Reverend
Isaac Gossett, D.D.F. R.S.’ Shortly afterwards, the following more formal
notice was given. ‘ By Lriocn and Sotnesy, Booksellers, at their House,
No. 145, Strand, opposite Catherine-Street, on Monday, June 7, and Twenty-
two following Days (Sundays excepted) at 12, the Extensive and very Valuable
Lierary of the late Rev. Isaac Gosset, D. D. F. R.S.—~To be viewed on Thurs-
day, June 8, to the time of Sale, and Catalogues, price 2. 6d. to be had at Mr.
Cook's, Oxford; Mr. Deighton, Cambridge ; and the place of Sale” During
the sale, some piquant rogue had stolen the Doctor’s copy of ¢ The Oxford
Sousage.’ The Newspapers thus announced the theft: ‘A Boox CorLecTOR.—
For some time past, at all the most respectable sules of libraries, books have been
stolen from the shelves, and the practice has gone on to an extent that made it
necessary to place a watch to discover the depredator. On Wednesday, at the sale
of the late Dr. Gosset’s library, in the house of Messrs. Leigh and Sotheby, a
young man was detected in putting a volume into his pocket. After the sale,
he was addressed by Mr. Benj. Wheatley, the chief clerk, and told that he had
pocketed a volume which did not belong to him. It was ¢ The Oxford Sausage,’
bound up with other tracts, He was taken to Bow-Street, and his lodgings
being searched, sixteen volumes, stolen from Dr. Gusset’s and other collections,
were fonnd in his rooms. He is to be brought up again for examination at Bow-
Street this day.” The punishment subsequently inflicted upon him was (as I
learn) the swallowing of the ¢ sausage’ whole—with an unusual addition of
maustard and pepper!

The Doctor however was not left uncclebrated by the Muses ; for in the Gent.
Mag. as before referred to, were the following verses, supposed to be from the
pen of Cring-Chou :
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and philosophy, all the ¢ flings* at his sequestered habits of
life, and at the subdued tone of colour of his garments. He

The TxaRs of the BooxszLLERS

¢* When Gosser fell,
Leigh rang his knell,

And Sotheby ’gan to vapour ;
For I've been told,

That Folios sold

Indiguant for waste paper.
The Trade all swear,
They're in despair,

At s0 severe a crisis ;

For all agree,
Twas only He

Supplied the town with prices.
Shop, stall, and shed
Lament him dead,

And blubber o’er his carcase ;
Ah me, the day!

Cries sad Lochée,

Ah me! replies the Marquis.
Words are but faint,

The woes to paint,

Of Maltby and of Relham,

Payne sobs and cries,
And Cuthell’s eyes

Are big as tears can swell 'em.
Not classic Lunn,

Nor Jeffery’s fun,

Nor Evans’ first appearance,
No means were found
Could bring him round,

And give him a rehearance.

Then learn all ye,
Who visit Leigh,
To buy or to be bought in,
You’ll soon or late,
Share Gosser’s fate,
And your own lot be caught in.’

The reader may consult Mr, Horne's Introd. to Bibliography, vol. ii. p, 651, and
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has left those behind who will not suffer his name to perish,
or his virtues to be forgotten. His own collection of books
was disposed of, quickly after his decease, in that room—
which he had so frequently enlivened by his ¢ gibes,” and
benefited by his attendance and advice.

Avras, poor MusTarHA !*—for, if you remember, he

eke the Classical Journal, no. xvi. p. 471, &c. for some of the prices for which
the Gossetian tomes were disposed of.

® aLas, Poor Mustapna!] For * MusTAPHA, read now, the late WiLriam
Nzrsoy Garpiner, Bookseller in Pall-Mall. This unfortunate bibliopolist laid
violent hauds on himself, about three years after the delineation of his character,
in the Bibliomania, under the name of ¢ Mustapha :’ see page 163 of that work.
That delineation, however, was by no means the cause of such a catastrophe. It
had been provoked, or it would not have been obtruded upon the public. Mr.
William Nelson Gardiner found that it was not stingless ; as indeed it was not
intended to be—for, previously to its appearance, my name and pretensions had
been treated, in one of his own hotch-potch catalogues, with so little ceremony
and courtesy, that he must have considered me a mere dolt to have quietly sub-
mitted to such outrageous and unfounded ccnsure. Accordingly he received the
castigation in question ; which, coming upon a thin-skin surface, necessarily pro-
duced blisters, and engendered a disposition to retaliate. His ¢ lex talionis’ was
demonstrated in a subsequent catalogue : his usual channel of making the public
acquainted with the importance of his sentiments on all points—for be verily
believed that ¢ none but himself could be his parallel.’

That ¢ retaliation* was first read to me by Articus, when at breakfast with
him ; and on no account did it diminish my appetite, or slacken my attacks upon
muffin and peko tea. There were parts in it that even amused me ; and I learn
(of which indeed 1 have reason to be proud) that it so much enhanced the copies
of his catalogues, as to render them quickly out of print, and to produce, at
book-sales, the sum of THIRTEEN SHILLINGS AND S1XPENCE of lawful money of
Great Britain.* Poor Gardiuer was  right welcome’ to the profits. He was

® A very active and well disposed, but perhaps, in this instance, somewhat
injudicious friend, eviuced his zeal on this occasion by proposing to publish a
sort of REPLY, under one of the following titles, of which I was requested to
choose which seemed ¢ most meet’ for the purpose :
1. Early in the Month of March vill be published, price 3s. 6d. crown 8vo. a curious
and interesting treatise, entitled
BisrLiomaniacaL GunrowbpER : or A CRACKER FOR MUSTAPHA TO LET OFF.
The whole wittily conccived and maturely digested by its author,
Lisarvo Tue LiTTLE.

¢ 1 love to hear that the bibliographical labour bestowed upon a catalogue has
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came next in the muster-roll before mentioned. Sore vexed
was Mustapha at the character therein given of him. He
was chafed to the quick ; and seized the very first oppor-

’

an instance, of which there are many instances in this very strange world, of
uniting, in a person of the most dirty and dismal physiognomy, with the filthiest
attire, the greatest possible share of it, vanity, and self-complacency. He
would sit at a book-sale (as he did at that of the Roxburghe) with his hat cocked
on one side—stroke his chin, flourish his pencil, and deal out his gibes against the
fraternity, whilst his garments were of a hue and scent that absolutely forbade
approach! Yet he could, in his self-memoir, talk of persons ¢ greatly his inferiors,
in every respect, towering above him; whilst the most contemptible amongst
them, without education, without a knowledge of their profession, and without

answered the end proposed, by sharpening the appetite of purchasers. But the
present is a different case.” Bibliomania, p. 164.

2. In the course of this present season will be published, in a thick meaphht,
price 6s. stitched,

Bisrioxanra VinNpicaTeEp: or A Scource For ANTI-BraLiomaniacs.
Containing, amongst other things, Strictures upon certain Reviews of the Rev.
Mr. Dibdin’s Bibli hical Romance ; also, A PiLL T0 PURGE MusTaPHA;
or the danger of a Cobler’s going beyond his last. The whole interspersed with
pleasant conceits, and supported by learned aunotations.

By A Purir or Rosicrusivs, F R. S.
* Bibliomauia is, of all species of insanity, the most rational and praiseworthy.’
Bibliomania, p. 124.
¢ I have to sell bookes, for men of Devyne,

And bookes of all lawes, most pleasaunt and fyne :

Of al Artes and Storyes, as men wyll enclyue,

What lacke you Gentylmau? Come hether to me.

I have iuke, paper, and pennes, to lode with a barge,

Inke hornes, and pennours, fine small and large :

Primers and a b c es, and bookes of small charge,

What lacke you Scollers? Come hether to me.

Thomas Newbury’s Dives Pragmaticus, very prealy

Jor children to rede ; no date, 4to.

Printed for all the Booksellers on the west side of Pater-Noster-Row, and un’
the east side of Pall-Mall.

To prove the accuracy of what is above said, respecting the increased price of

fustapha’s catalogue, in consequence of his reply to my attack, the reader

is presented with the following ; from the Catalogue of Messrs. Todd g York, of the

present year : no. ‘8495 Gardiner’s (the late Wu. of Pall Mall) Cat es for

1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, and 1813, (that of 1812 contains his celebrated Defence

Jfrom the Attack of Mr. Dibdin in the ** Bibliomania,” under the Name of
“ Mustapha,”) very neatly half bound in one volume, russia back, 2L ¢s.’
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tunity of bedaubing his critic with as much dirt as he could
conveniently hold in both hands—supplied, not from the

an ides, had been received into palaces, and into the bosom of the great,” &c.
Now when it is recollected that he was surrounded by bibliopolists of such long
established reputation as Messrs. Nicor, PayNg, Evans, and Trirroox, there
does seem, to speak the most mercifully, somewhat little short of insanity in this
¢ dealing out of death-blows’ However, Gardiner had those who chose to
consult him, and who exhibited prodigious powers in the mastication of slan-
derous intelligence. For himself, I will do him the justice to say that he was
consistent : a liberal abuser of toryism—and although he had taken a degree
at Cambridge, and studied for the church, he was not eclipsed by Ritson himself
in the acrimony of his ecclesiastical antipathies.

The evening before his death (the manner of which must excite the commise-
ration of every gnod man) hé addressed a letter to the editor of the Morning
Chronicle, who had shewn him repeated kindnesses, enclosing ¢ a brief memoir
of himself’ This memoir is written in a very unpolished style, yet with an
occasional ¢ gaieté de ceeur,” which makes it evident that the almost immediately
subsequent act of self-destruction was an act of insanity. In this letter he
declared that ¢ his sun had set for ever—that his business had nearly totally
declined—his catalogue failed —his body was covercd with disease—and he had
determined to seek that asylum where the weary are at rest’ This is quite
sufficient. Over human wretchedness, thus complicated and complete, let us
draw the curtain of charity ; and let us mourn the more inasmuch as the sufferer
himself seemed to sorrow as a man ¢ without hope.” Rest to his corpse! and as
the Sabbath-sun is setting, aud we go home to our families to comfort them from
the pages of Taylor, Jortin, or Paley, let us just turn our heads towards
yonder hazel-skirted grove—and sigh from our hearts as we read

NWZ

ALAS ,POOR

MUSTAPHA
L
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kennel before his house, but from the filth behind his
counter. I have since re-examined that character, and I must
say it was ¢ done to the life '—it having been provoked by
certain consequential airs, and ‘ex cathedrd’ positions, with
which the said Mustapha chose occasionally to disport
himself. Wretched man ! his failings were almost diseases—
or certain mental aberrations which seemed to defy the
control of reason. Yet was there a sort of ¢ breadth and
bottom ’ of character about Mustapha : he was consistent in
his aberrations; and his opinions were even courted, and
his censures almost dreaded, by more than one supple
bibliographer. He had talent; but wanted sobriety, in
every sense of the word, to apply it to right ends. If he
was consistent in his loathings, he was also fixed in his
friendships: and possessing one of the most squalid and
woe-begone countenances imaginable, he had the delicious
vanity to account himself comely, and to be ¢ beloved by
the fair” Happy Mustapha ! . . but I will no longer indulge
a sportive strain : for his death was most miserable, and the
grave received him, when, by his own confession, he was
unfit for the living.

Who comes next in the death-train of Book-Auction-
loving Bibliomaniacs? QursquiLius:*® the nervous, the

* Quisquirtvs.] Alias, the late Me. GEorGE Baxer of St. Paul’s Church-
Yard: a lace Merchant, and a graphic virtuoso of no small calibre. He did
not live to wituess the poblication of the Bibliomania; but some kind friend
gave him a foretaste of the character of himself therein, under the name of
Quisquilius. At that time his pulse was in a state to make him sensible of every
accelerated motion, and such a species of intelligence was not calculated to
retard it. Mr. Baker was capable of great likings and dislikings ; but if the
latter were fixed as Icelandic frosts, the former were occasionally tinctured by
a glow of sentiment and generosity of conduct which entitle his memary to
respect. His forte lay in priced-catalogues, (why should I therefore censure him ?)
proof impressivns of fine engravings, and a knowledge of Morland’s paintings.
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irritable, the thin-skinned Quisquilius. A well-o-day ! his
¢ topsy-turvy ’ conceits are now at an end . . his proofs, both
¢ avant,’ and ¢ apreés la lettre,” now repose unmolestedly in
his port-folios : and the ¢ gibes ’ and ¢ taunts’ which he even
conjured up against himself, during his existence, may now
be harmlessly and ineffectually indulged. Yet wherefore?
Let him sleep in peace. I honour his proof-impression-
loving memory ; and, if it had been his wish, would have
even cut his name and his virtues upon his tombstone—
backwards !

¢ Deeper and deeper still” be the note of sorrow we are
touching—for MARCELLUS sleeps in yonder mausoleum.®

For this latter he was once introduced into a caricature print ; but the tremulous
sensibility of our collector, within a very few days, swept the copies out of all
the shop-windows—for he was resolved not to be graphically lampooned. My
friend Mr. Haslewood tells me the likeness was very strong. He was drawn in
the act of looking through a glass at some choice morceau of Morland’s pencil.
His collection of Hogarth’s prints was prodigious: but among the said priced
catalogues there was one of which I had the naughtiness to envy Lim the posses-
sion—and which was the book-auctioneer’s own copy of the Catalogue of West's
Library, bound in russia, in a small folio size—with the prices and names of the
purchasers. It was most marvellous to think how rapidly the quick silver of Lis
sensibility, or irritability, or nervousuess, rose. You affronted him ere your eye
had shot a glance, or your tongue was put in motion for utterance! But so it
was: and ¢ pity it is 'tis true.” The better qualities of human nature were howcever
untouched in him : for he was upright, honourable, moral, and devout : and, had
he lived, I am persuaded he would at this mcment have wondered why he
retired in wrath frum the counting-house of Messrs. Longman and Co. no. 39,
Pater-Noster-Row, in the year of our Lord 1810, respecting a large paper copy
of the Typographical Antiquitics of Great Eritain, put forth in the self-surme year!

® MAaRrcELLUs sleeps in yonder mausoleum.] Under this name was designated
the late Mz. Epyonp Marone. I choose to add little or nothing to the
gentlemanly account of him by Lisardo ; except that, occasionally meeting him
at the table of the Hon. Mr. Trevor, he seemed to unite the qualifications for
which the world, both learned and unlearned, bad long given him credit. It
will be mentiofled, to his immortal honour, that he was among the first who dis-
charged a critical cannon to demolish the Ireland breast-works, which had been
“ drawn round’ the Shakspearian citadel. His ¢ History of the English Stage,’
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His name is dear to the bipedical book-worm, and Shakspeare
owns him among his most favoured commentators.

Of manners gentle, and affections mild,

he united the polish of a well-bred man with the minute
accuracy and invincible patience of an antiquary. If he
had not the depth and daring of Warburton, upon his
beloved Shakspeare, he went far beyond him in the felicity
of his researches, and in the safety of his conclusions. The
book-world therefore is naturally now anxious to become
acquainted with the Shakspearian lore which the said
Marcellus hath left behind him : nor will it be disappointed:
for LzL1us hath been long and successfully occupied in
presenting us with a new edition of the Bard of Avon, con-
taining the Curae Posteriores (or finishing editorial touches)
of the critic in question.

is quite canonical of its kind ; and he had made vast preparations for a new edi-
tion of his beloved Bard of Avon, which, under the care of Lxvrrus, will, in due
time, and in proper * shape and substance,’ be submitted to the public tribunal.
The result will prove, I apprehend, the placing of Mr. Malone among the ablest
commentators of Shakspeare. ¢ Tu Marcellus eris!’. . Mr. Malone was a smart
dressser, having a sprinkling as it were of the beau, of other times, about him:
and his well brushed and burnished hat, powdered hair, blue coat, light waist-
coat and hose, &c. formed a striking contrast to the habiliments of Mustarna,
when by accident these Bibliomaniacs came in contact with each other at book-
sales. I remember him during the sale of Reed's library. He was pretty
constant and ardent in his attendance ; and rarely suffered his temper to be dis-
composed, or his vexation to be manifest, when Arricus used to draw forth,
from his well replenished quiver, his long and home-scarching arrows, and shoot
at him and others from a bow which a biblioraniacal Nimrod only could bend!
My acquaintance with him was slight and of short duration, Yet he was
pleased to make me a present of his privately-printed tract upon the Tempest of
Shakspeare ; which, upou his death, I gave to my fricnd Mr, Haslewood. This
tract had made some noise, from its having crept into a review ; and equal noise
was made when the supposed reviewer of it soLp a copy for some seven
pounds— although he had received it gratuitously from the author. Men are
sometimes made of strange materials—and you shall see a well-educated
University man, at fifty-five,do that for which an uneducated artisan, at twenty-
five, would blush in avowing himself to be the author.
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Lorexzo. I rejoice to hear this; for I well knew the
intimacy which subsisted between Lalius and Marcellus,
and am perfectly disposed to believe that the former will do
ample justice to his departed friend. Let us, if you please,
after dinner—propose the health of Lvr1us, and ¢ Success
to his labours?’

Lisarpo. With all my heart: but are we not wandering ?

Lysaxper. Undoubtedly ; so be pleased to continue
and conclude your ¢ dead march in Saul!” Who, of book-
auction-loving Bibliomaniacs, has his name next inscribed
upon the sable banners of mortality ?

Lisarpo. RiNaLpo: the wealthy, the fortunate, and the
heroic.* I say heroic, because, at a moment when the ports

® RiNarpo: the wealthy, the fortunate, and the hervic.] The Bibliomania (see
Ppage 182) was scarcely published when the aptitude of the character of Rinaldo
to that of the late Mr. JaMss Epwarps was promptly and generally acknow-
ledged. I am well aware that at the very outset of this morcel of bibliomaniacal
necrology, the curiosity of some, and the anxiety of others, will be excited: but
my path to walk in is plain, straight, and perfectly disentangled of thorns.
Pending the sale of Mr. Edwards’s library, we had disagreed; but the old
adage of ¢ nemo repenté fuit turpissimus,’ might, if Mr. Edwards had stopt only
six secondgto have construed it, have taught him the prudence of repressing the
first ebulfitions of ire, and of ¢ making enquiry’ before he ¢ passed judgment.’
I should indeed have been perfectly ashamed of the confidence reposed in me by
his Grace the Duke of Devonshire and Sir Mark Masterman Sykes, if I could
have been faithless to the interests of either the one or the other upon that
occasion—end while I delivered the most prompt and unbiassed opinion to each
of these distinguished book-collectors, (see somewhat appertaining hereto in
vol. i. p. 381) I acted, during the sale, in a manner that plainly proved I did
not attend ¢ for the sake of puffing the books,’ as had been insinuated by some
perverted looker on.  What had I to gain from either quarter? Not a sous, nor
a book, nor a dinner. I wanted ncither. From the Owner of the Library—a
library, which I had always admired to excess, and of which I had always been
loud and uniform in commendation—I was told that, I had . . . ¢ disparaged his
collection.” © Oh unexpected stroke !’ but I will not say ... worse than of death.’

Of the collection itself, the present is not the fit place to make especial men-
tion. It will be recorded in its proper order in a future page of this Dav. Of
its owner, I will follow the example of Lisardo, and obeerve, that ¢ I bave
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of France and Holland were shut against us—and possess-
sing books which were marketable articles abroad—he chose
to bring his precious library to the hammer of Mr. Evans :

enjoyed his converse and partaken of his hospitality,’ and with these sensations,
I will not repress the feelings of my heart, but say that it had been better if we
had ¢ shaken hands’ before we finally parted. Life is quite short, uncertain, and
vexatious enough of itself—without adding to its miseries by groundless antipa-
thies and heart-burning grudgings. But justice must be rendered—and especially
when due to the pxap. Mr. Edwards, not many months before his decease,
expressed a desire to Mr. Evans that ¢ the matter might be forgotten:’ between
ourselves, owever, not a syllable or greeting ever passed since the day of the
vendition of the vELLUX Livy to that of his death. ¢ Requizscar 1v Pacz!’
Whatever may be the opinion entertained, or the judgment pronounced, upon
the conduct and character of the late Mr. James Epwarbs, it cannot be
denied that in the ¢ art, craft, and mystery’ of BrarLioPoLIsx, no man ever did
woch wonderful things towards the acquisition of rare, beautiful, and troly
classical productions in the shape of a Boxe: and it is truly observed upon his
monument in Harrow church (a monument, by the bye, not remarkable for its
good taste) that ¢ to his skilful research and liberal spirit of enterprize his country
is indebted for the rarest specimens, biblical and classical, in the typographic
art;’ but that he ¢ eshausted the treasures of foreign cabinets to enrich the stores
of the scholar and the man of taste,’ must not be so readily conceded—nor is it
material that it should be taken in its literal sense : for the first Lucretius, the
Jirst Virgil, and the first Turrecremata (the latter, very lately) had been consigned
to the Spxxcar Lisnary, from the bibliographical enterprise of Mr. Horx ; to
which gentleman, also, the same matchless collection has been recently indebted
for the Grammatica Rhythmica of 1466, and several very early and almost
unknown Papal Bulls. Let every man, in this world, have his due share of the
pine apple; and if not of the pine-apple, of the mellon, or codling. My uncle
Toby said well when he observed ¢ there was room enough in the world for
himself and the blue-bottle fly.’

The xsipqAsa (emphatically speaking) of the library of the late Mr. James
Edwards were his Beprorp Missar and the first Sweynheym and Pannartz
Livy uron VerLum. Ample justice has been rendered the former in the first
day of this work (see vol. i. p. cxxxvi) and previous mention has been made of
the latter at page 381 of the Fourth Day. Those who have heard my own opinion
(bowever inadequate) of the two, will allow that my preference of the first has been
always uniform. Indeed, during the sale, I told Sir Mark Sykes that the first
¢ was worth double’ the second : because, in the first place, you cannot have
awther Bedford Missal; and, in the second place, there may not only be a
second copy of the Livy upon vellum, but the copy here discoursed of— as its
present owner will allow—is not, in every respect, ¢ a top-gallant mast article :’
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relying, and properly relying, upon the taste and spirit of
his countrymen to amalgamate such treasures with their
own. The result shewed the propriety of his determination.

bat we shall again discourse of it in a subsequent page: — and at this moment
methinks I see Mr. Evans, sitting with this very membranaceous Livy before
bim, in the fashion of a desk, with his magical hammer placed thereon ; and all
eyes averted, and all breathings stopped, as the critical moment came, when ...
bat this is extremely irregular.

Mr. Edwards lived latterly at the old manor-house at Harrow ; from which
he had the view mentioned in a note at page cxxxvii, vol. i. His Caro pr
MonTE vase was his great farnitare-ornament attraction ; which, latterly, was
placed in the drawing-room, into which the library opened. No doubt this was
¢ in every respect a top-gallant mast article " —the uninitiated marvelled, and the
well-instructed became extatic, as it was turned gradually round to display all the
mysteries of ancieut art depicted thereon. The housc stands high, and is sar-
rounded by garden and pleasure grounds, with sharp and sudden acclivities.
The prospects from thence are delicious, but there is a sort of gloomy solitude in
the walks. Yet it was in the upper-terrace walk of these ¢ grounds,’ somewhere
about four years ago, that the first sentence of this work (in the Introduction)
was composed ; and that sentence ¢ perdie ’ may not be considered of a very
sombrous complexion! It was also about the same time, when, as a bright
sutumnal morning sun shone upon the bed-room where I had slept, I looked
out of window, while dressing, and saw the last cargo of books from Paris, which
Mr, Edwards ever received, slowly flanking, in a small waggon, the central grass-
plat, and approaching the door: and cordially and lustily did his family and
myself set to work, ¢ aprés déjeuné,’ to unload the same. There I helped to
¢ draw forth® the Ulric Han Livy, bound in vellum ; which now adorns the
book-shelves of the Rt. Hon. T. Grenville—and which, at the sale of the library,
was sold for scarcely one-third of its worth :—for a finer copy is hardly to be
met with.

Of the ¢ rise and progress’ of the fortanes of Mr. James Edwards, I will here
say nothing. The pages of the Gent. Mag. vol. Ixxxvi, pt. i. best develope these
particulars, Those who mention the lowliness of parentage and of birth of Mr.
Edwards, do both him, and the country in which they live, the greater honour.
He was probably born a bibliographical bookseller: and had always a nice
feeling and accurate perception of what was tasteful and classical, without being
well versed in the principles of taste or in classical knowledge. His tact was in
knowing what was likely to gratify men of eminence in learning or the fine arts.
His ambition——that * glorious fault of angels and of gods’~was truly meritorious :
he travelled diligently and fearlessly abroad : was now exploring the book-gloom
of dusty monasteries, and at other times marching in the rear or the front of
Bonaparte’s armies in Italy: he visited almost all the principal public and
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-Never was there a braver spirit evinced in the acquisition of
precious tomes ; and his Vellum Livy, the long and fondly
cherished object of his heart, produced a sum sufficient in
all conscience to have satisfied the most sanguine expecta-
tions. But there were other articles which, comparatively,
produced yet greater sums; and upon the whole, if, of all
the Days in any one sale of Books by Auction, I were called
upon to select tha¢ which should be the most regaling to my
palate—it would be the last day of the sale of the library of
Rinavrpo.

The death of the owner followed quickly upon the dis-
persion of his library. Rinaldo survived the sale of his
books about six months only : not that, as a bibliomaniac of
the ¢ first class,’ he might not have been excused for mourn-
ing ¢ much and often’ over the dispersion of treasures, some
of which had been ¢ near and dear’ to him for the last dozen
or twenty years of his life—thereby impairing his health in
consequence of such lamentation—but that, in reality, he had
long been previously impressed with the shattered state of
his constitution ; and, taking the measure before described,
he saw it vigorously carried through and completed : thus,
probably, rendering his latter moments more serene in con-
sequence: that is to say, as far as a judicious disposition of
this world’s wealth can contribute to such serenity. Peace
to the ashes of RiNaLpo. .. for I have enjoyed his converse,
and partaken of his hospitality !

Logexzo. Is this the whole of the havoc which the grim

private collections where he sojourned—and may be fairly said to have carried
on his concerns upon a scale as original as it was bold and successful. Ina
short period he amassed a very considerable fortune ; and died at the age of
fifty-nine, leaving a widow and five children behind to lament his departure.
He was without doubt a fond husband and an atfcctionate father.

VOL. IIIL C
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monster, Death, hath made among Bibliomaniacs frequent-
ing the Auction-Room ?

Lisarpo. Let me consider!.. No: there are further
ravages to be recorded. Bear witness, ye, who used to ¢ hang
upon the accents’ of the tongues of the PazMEcIANO, and
RAFAELLE of their day— I mean—who used to witness
the exertions of honest Jacx Locanke and courteous

® honest Jacx Locnzex and courtcous GEoror Lercn.] See the Gentleman’s
Munguaxine, vol. Ixxxv and Ixxxvi, for an account of these ¢ Worthies® of Book-
Auctioneers. There is a private print of Mr. Leigh (who died at the advanced
age of 74) which was published by Mr. Triphook, and is engraved in the stipling
manner, His hammer is in his right hand ; but the nose, methinks, like that of
Gil Blas’ second wife, is ¢ un peu trop long.’ Mr. Lochée’s end was troly unfor-
tunate: as a brain fever had deprived him of all reason and recollection. In the
memoir of him, in the Gent. Mag. vol. Ixxxv. p. 571, he is said to have been
facetious, dealing his jokes around. I never could distinguish this peculiarity.
He smiled much and often ; and was a rare ¢ liberty boy’ out of his desk—but
good-natured and obliging, withal, to an extreme. He lost a beloved wife and
¢ fair sweet woman,’ according to the account of her from the pen of Mr. Joseph
Haslewood, in the Gent, Mag. who followed her to the grave, and who is pleased
in that account to designatc her husband as the ¢ Lord of her beart!’

Mr. Leigh had been in partnership with S. BAker, and with the father of the
present Mr. Sotheby ; the latter of whom now exclusively carries on the busi-
pess. Leigh took every thing in the coolest possible manner; but it has been
observed that with his immense practical experience of the prices of books,
he expatiated very little, and seemed to have a mere negative or quiescent
knowledge of bibliography, during the sale. His voice was soft, and he had a
sort of jirk in its cadensa—somewhere between the affettuoso and adagio.
Now and then bis hammer came down with a sharp and startling thump ; but in
general it moved mechanically, and dropt in a sort of ¢ dying, dying fall.” It
was an instrument, however, of no mean importance ; for according to a privately
printed poem, ycleped ¢ Bibliography, in Siz Books,’ 1812, 8vo. it should seem to
have had a genealogy or descent not wholly unworthy of competing with that of
the sceptre of Agamemnon. Thus singeth the whimsical bard thereupon, in the
aforesaid ¢ privately printed’ poem :

‘ e and down
Th’important Hammer drops. (This instrument
Had wielded been of old by Lancrorp. He
With dying breath to Baxer did bequeath
This sceptre of dominion ; which now decks
The courteous hand of Lercn.”)
The reader will mark the perfect propriety of the epithet ¢ courteous;® inas-
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Grorce LEren. What Book-Auctioneer Wights were these!
The former, in partnership with the MicHAEL ANGELO of
his profession (as he hath been designated ¥) used to wield
his ebony sceptre not far from the neighbourhood of his
rival; and the latter ¢ well stricken in years’ ceased to
wield a similar sceptre only with the cessation of life. His
illness was short, and his strength nearly undiminished to
the last. Parmegiano led the way to the shades below ; and
Raffaelle tarried not a long time after him. They had both,
in their day, witnessed the dispersion of many a choice
collection ; of many a precious volume which its previous
owner had cherished as if fate and fortune were permanent
and immutable ! Oh, the fallacy and fickleness of human
hopes ! .. The dreams of perpetual possession in which
Book-Collectors indulge ! . . . I believe my ¢ dead march’ is
now at an end; and you may prepare for something like
the ¢ Minuet in Ariadne,’ to be succeeded by the ¢ Overture
in Judas Maccabeus.’

BeLinpa. What mean you ?

Avmansa. I will venture a guess. You are about to
give us a continuation of the description of such characters
attending Book-Sales, before noticed, who are now living.
Am I right ?

Lisarpo. When is Almansa wrong? But, courtesy apart,
I was about to do the very thing which you have intimated.

much as Mr. Leigh has been terraed the ¢ Raffaelle of Auctioneers.” Our Leigh
was in truth a very good natured man, and used his¢ crumpled-horn snuff box,’
(see the Bibliomania, p. 162, notc) during the measured bidings for a high-priced
article, with uncomron prudence and effect. Dr. Gosset and himself would at
times have a sort of coquettish ¢ disporting’ with cach other; but the wary
soctioneer never lost a word of importance which dropt during these biblioma-
niacal gambols |

® a8 he hath been designated.] In a very droll, and now, I apprebend, rather
scarce work, entitled ¢ Flim Flams, or the Life of my Uncle,’ 1805, 12mo. 3 vol.
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Come then, the colours and the ground prepare !
Dip in the rainbow, trick him off in air;

Choose a firm cloud, before it fall, and in it
Catch, ere he change, the Phabus of the minute !

PurLeyon. Suffer me first to call over the names of
these living heroes of Book-Auction attendance—which
I have carefully registered since the memorable day of
our visit to no. 145 in the Strand. After Lepidus and
Mustapha, comes BErNarpo. What further of Bernardo
are we to learn ?

Lisarpo. Very much truly. His Juliana propensities
(not his propensities to the exhilarating country-dance so
called by name) continue unabated, for Bernardo is no
fickle lover. And then he mixes up with his attachment to-
wards the Sopewell Nun, such a regard for Turbervile and
Gascoigne—he dwells so long and expatiates so learnedly
upon the ¢ Measures of Blowing’* and the ¢ Quartering of
a Buck’— that it is a marvel and a merriment to hear him.
He hath lately achieved two stupendous deeds. Although

® ¢ Measures of Blowing.’] One would think there was no particular fascina-
tion in this phraseology : but to the ear of an hawking and hunting antiquary, few
sounds—except they be those of the horn itself—convey such pleasant emotions.
We bave all, perchance, once in our lives, heard of a song, of which the title and
burden was ¢ the horn, the horn, the merry-toned horn.” But our business here
is with a sud-toned horn: which was blown ¢ wyth one wynde, one short, one
longe, and a longer.”® Dismal was the sound, I say, of that * blast,’ upon a cer-
tain occasion—to the ears of our respectable Bernardo. To break off this
mysterious language—know, gentle reader, that ¢ once upon a time,’ a very rare
edition of the work, quoted in the sub-note, was lent to the late Mr. Ebenezer
Byfield, the engraver upon wood, for the purpose of having certain fac-similes of
cuts, therein contained, made for the embellishment of a certain work! Poor
Byfield, by accident (sn accident, which happened to be unique) rost the

# « The booke of Hunting wherevnto is added THE MEASURES OF BLOWING.
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not considered to be passionately addicted to revelries and
gaieties, to sports and pastimes, (except it be to John
Rastell’s ¢ Pastime of People’) he hath edited two bulky
tomes, ycleped the Palace of Pleasure—to which palace he

treasure consigned to him. Thus, while our Bersardo, in the very extacy of
anticipation, was exclaiming in the language of an anncient ¢ caroll of huntynge,’

¢ There he gothe, there he gothe!!!
with hey go bet, hey go bet howe—
we shall haue sport and game ynowe,’

the wood-cutter, or rather the engraver upon wood, ¢ hadde let slyppe’ the
precious cargo consigned to him. What should he do—but advertise? Accord-
ingly the following advertisement appeared forthwith. ¢ Lost, by the son of very
indigent Parents, in going from Russell-Square through Piccadilly to Kensington,
an old imperfuect Pamphlet, printed in black letter type, with an engraving on the
Jirst page.—Whoever has found the same, and will bring it to Mr. Byfield,
Engraver, No. 20, Paradise-Row, Islington, or to Mr. Reynell, Printer, Piccadilly,
shall receive a reward of One Guinea.” This advertisemeut was read by
Arricus, at York, just as he had mounted his charger to exercise his regiment.
Like a true bibliomaniacal ¢ Lieutenant Colonel,” he gave orders for the men to
go on, and he would overtake them. Meanwhile this advertisement rivetted him
to his seat—and he conceived, like many others, that the black-letter gem in
question bad been the property of one Rosicgusius. But it was not so. It was
however a borrowed treasure on the part of Bernardo : the owner of which shewed
a marvellous and truly commendable forbearauce on the announce of the loss.
The three measures of blowinge was never heard of afterwards. ‘ Had the affair
taken any shape but that — had auy volume but the blast-blowing volume been
lost—=the result had not been so disastrous,’ said Bernardo. Ever since this
event, it is observed that Bernardo wears crape round his left arm when he
dines with the owner of the lost treasure—and it hath been recently whispered
that, in his sleep, or dreams, he occasionally starts, and shouts aloud,

Talbot my hounde with a mery taste
All about the grene wode he gan cast
I toke my horne and blewe him a blast
with tro, ro, ro, ro: tro, ro, ro, ro.
with hey go bet, hey go bet.

There he gothe, there he goth .. ®

Meaning, there ¢ goth’ the said Esenezer Byrizip!|

* Sce Bibliographical Introduction to the Reprint of the Book of St. Albans,
1810, folio, p, 58.
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hath furnished keys for only about 250 visitors: and, smit
with_the love of old poetic lore, he hath of late disported
himself in the production of two sister quarto tomes,
equally bulky in their girth, and destined also for choice
and select readers—under the title of ¢ The Mirror jfor
Magistrates. .

Bernardo is by no means yet exhausted. His editorial
volcano will not be easily extinguished. *Twould do your
heart good to see him at work in his elevated chamber. ..
not, however,

Lull'd by soft zephyrs through the broken pane

—meet receptacle for heaven-born poets—but, in a sort of
a thickly-wedged book-coated cabin; where a few partial
gleams from stained glass, and a consoling oil painting or
two (one of them a choice academic study) are the only
ornaments which he suffers to wean his attention from
delving into the stores of Webbe, Puttenham, Campion and
Daniel! What wonder therefore, if, catching a portion of
inspiration from such ¢ mighty masters’ of the Lyre,
Bernardo himself should become a poet 7’ *

® Bernardo himself . . . a poet.] Lisardo, I presume, speaks only from report :
and report is generally a treacherous authority. However, Bernardo is cer-
tainly the reputed author of a ¢ Bibliomaniac Ballad,’ which appeared in ¢ The
Morning Chronicle,’ some three years ago, with the following dedication :

¢ To the Roxburghe Club by way of dedication
And all black-letter dogs who have passed initiation.’
The ¢ conceit’ or point of this ¢ ballad’ lay in stringing together the names of all
the old printers into verse of the following measure :

.........

With Pynson like Bynperr standing close at his back,
He held converse with BerTaELET, GoDFRAY, Or FAQUXS,
Or would chaunt all the carols of KeLg with new shakes.
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Lysanpgr. 'Tis most natural, methinks. But proceed
with your delineation of other characters. Who comes next?

PaiLemoN. Rosicrucius.

Lisarpo. ¢ I crave your mercy *—good master Rosicru-
cius, thou art the very ant or bee of bibliographical foraging !
Some there are who think the writings of Rosicrusius have
done infinite mischief : others allow them to be sufficiently
dull; and a third portion of readers considers them un-
conscionably dear as well as prolix. There may be some
truth in each of these criticisms: but time, which in the
end brings everything to its proper level, will cause us
correctly to appreciate the labours of this fertile bibliogra-
pher and mad-brained lover of Spiras and Caztons! He
hath of late had to struggle with some ill health, and a good
deal of vexatious arithmetical computation—it being easier
to hope than to find human beings liberal and honourable !
Yet this said Rosicrucius perseveres—to the surprise of his
friends, aud to the comfort of his printer—to plan new works,
and to indulge in fresh dreams of remuneration ; and let us
at least admit that what he publishes is creditable for its
mechanical beauty, and the plenitude and singularity of its
matter. Like a leader in a mail-coach, he will work gal-
lantly to the last; and perhaps drop—when every friend
and acquaintance will heartily wish him upon his legs! But
atruce. Away with melancholy presage ! Who stands next
upon the list ?

PaiLemon. One who won't so readily stumble. Arricus.

When his FLowzr was cropt he'd shew MANTELL uncut,
He'd a VoweLL inlaid, and made Harry Tas strat
By Charles Lewis in hogskin, who bound his tall Ma~
*Twas with scarlet in bands, DexTER gilding the van.

&c. &c. &ec.
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Lisarpo. Pyramids are stouter .than obelisks; and you
say well in predicting longevity to Atticus. The biblio-
maniacal-warfare which this Corvinus-like collector * carries
on, is as tremendous and unremitting as ever. When will
he be satisfied? What volumes, of whatsoever nature, will.
content his ambitious heart? Is it Poetryf—he hath
¢ enough’ and ¢ to spare;’ out-topping the united collec-
tions of PearsoN and JorNn Dukk of RoxBurGHE in this
favorite department of literature. Voyages, Travels, Dic-
tionaries, Greek and Roman Lore—of these he hath an
almost superabundance. Old Dramas and old Sermons are:
now among his desiderated treasures—and ¢ Gammer
Gurton’s Needle,” and Latimer’s first ¢ Paule-Crosse® dis-
course, are already marked down to be among the ¢ delights
and comforts’ of his collection.} Of French Mysteries, of

® Corvinus-like collector.] See vol. ii. p. 455. But when will Atticus erect
his marble fountain, furnish his elongated galleries, and entertain his ¢ favourite
Regiomontanus’ in a boudoir-like recess—adjoining thereto? ¢ O Tempora!’ he
exclaims, in reply : and thinks of his cheeses, his dairies, his sheep and oxen—
(* Mille mee Siculis errant in montibus agns’) without envying the owner of
such a rent-roll as should seem to belong to the master of the steward seen
in the incomparable picture by Wilkie entitled the ¢ Rent Day!’

t the * delights and comforts’ of his collection,] Lisardo had probably Beza’s
¢ address to his library’ in his mind’s eye—when he indulged in the above
observation. This ¢ address’ is really so pretty and so congenial, that I hope
the reader will pardon the insertion of a great part of so small and exquisite a
bibliomaniacal bijou:

Ap BisLioTHECAM.

Saluete incolumes mei libelli,
Mecz deliciz, mee salutes !
Salue mi Cicero, Catulle salue,
Salue mi Maro, Pliniimque vterque ;
Mi Cato, Columella, Varro, Liui,
Salue mi quoque Plaute, tu Terenti,
Et tu salue Ouidi, Fabi, Properti
Vos salucte etiam disertiores
Greci, ponere quos loco priore
D h .'c rl x) ’I‘"u
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Spanish and Italian Romances and Poetry—who possesseth
such and so numerous examples? He positively breakfasts
upon Bibliography, and sups upon critical lore in the
Littere Humaniores, or Polite Literature. His entrance-
passage, stair-case, and rooms of every description, are mere
receptacles for book-stowage; and even his culinary opera-
tions occasionally stand still—from the fly of a certain piece
of machinery not having room wherewithal to perform its
functions—so cruelly do the parchment-covered duodecimos
trespass upon the precincts of that most essential piece of
kitchen-furniture !

A wello-day! How and where will this end? When
shall Atticus . concentrate his book-forces, and unite the
scattered portions of his bibliomaniacal apparatus? At
auctions early and late—in town and in the country—as
hungry, keen, and voracious as ever—he stops at nothing,
and will be satisfied with nothing. Old or modern Greek—
Danish or Dutch lore—he hath ¢ stomach for them all.
May his career be yet long and prosperous; but I only
wish him to consider that Corvinus died by no means an
old man, and that Magliabecchi lived beyond his eightieth
year by cradling himself in his book-chamber !

Lorenzo. By which you mean to infer that the worthy

Et tu cui popularis aura nomen
Dedit : tu quoque, Macne HoMERE, salue.

............

Cuncti denique vos mei libelli
Saluetote, iterumque, tertiumque,
Atque audite meam precationem :
&c. &c. &c.
These are glowing lines from a youthful muse—in other words, from the
« Theodori Bese Vezelii Poemata Jyvenilia,” 12mo. fol. 87, rev. sine anno. Re-
member, they are quoted from the earliest impression ; which, in the frontispiece,
bath an oval ornament—representiug Jupiter brandishing his bolts above, and a
death’s head at bottom. Emphatically, therefore, this is the death’s-head edition !
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Atticus is too locomotive—and desirous, as it were, of being
at ¢ Athens and Thebes® almost at the same moment ?

Lisarpo. I comprehend the point of Lysander’s observa-
tion. Well! let us ¢ possess our souls in patience,’ and a
few years shall witness ¢ the concentration of the book-forces’
of Atticus. Already some ten thousand choice tomes, in
sur-coats of calf or morocco, and gayly sprinkled with ¢ gilt
on the backs,’ adorn his ancestral abode, some hundred and
half of miles from London. Thither will quickly follow the
heavy troops of works of reference ; and lastly, and perhaps
reluctantly, shall succeed the delectable flanking companies
of poetry, romances, and novels, of almost all sizes and
languages — and then, to crown the whole, let us fill a
goblet (manufactured from the knobs and clasps of the true
Corvinian Binding) of his own favourite white-hermitage—
and drink, perdie, some hymenéal toast!—as . . . but we are
treading upon tender, if not hallowed, ground...Who
stands next upon your muster-roll ?

PrILEMON. LEONTES. .

Lisarpo. ¢ Dear as the ruddy drops that warm my heart’
are the name and the virtues of LEonTEs ! That excellent
and venerable character yet lives; lives, in the increased
estimation of his long tried friends, and in the very pleni-
tude and zenith of bibliomaniacal reputation. Can human
felicity go beyond this? Can worth and wisdom impart more
substantial gratification? Steady in his principles, in his
pursuits, and his attachments—rich in ¢ good works’ as well
as in good books—alive to refined taste in every thing con-
nected with graphic wvirtd —the amiable and respected
Leontes is gliding, by ¢ gradual unperceived decay,’ towards
a grave—which may cover his body, but shall never entomb
his name. The future fate of his extensive and well selected
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library is a matter of anxious speculation to some, and of
curious enquiry to others. But, in truth, what boots it
to consider where it may rest, whither it may go, or how
it shall be scattered? Leontes wants no such monument
of his worth and virtues. He has nearly filled up the
measure of time meted out for him; and he looks with that
cheerful complacency to a future state which a well spent
life and a well directed faith will always enable a Christian
to experience. Peace to the pillow of virtuous old age!
Who have we next, dear Philemon ?

ParLemoN. HorTENs1Us and ULpran—¢ a noble pair of
book-brothers.’

Lisarpo. Their names do good to the ear and heart.
They are the very Casror and PoLLux of bibliomaniacal
constellations. Hortensius, notwithstanding the unceasing
and harassing occupations of his profession—and surrounded
by writs, pleas, demurrers, rejoinders, surrejoinders, rebut-
ters,and surrebutters—yet contrives to steal away atintervals
from all this ¢ din of strife,” and to indulge in his beloved
black-letter propensities: thus graduating, as it were, in all
the mYsTERIES of BisLiomaNiacisM. Much as he may
love Bracton, Britton, and Blackstone, he hath a not less
ardent affection for Chaucer, Churchyard, and Churchill;
and Littleton and Lovelace contend eagerly with each other
for his superior attachment. In like manner Gower and
Glanville vie for the warmer favours of Hortensius: so
that one may fairly say his library exhibits contending copies,
on the score of amplitude and beauty, of the works of the
authors just enumerated. For binding and arrangement,
too, disdain not to copy Hortensius; for upon his book-
shelves stand very many of the choicest bijoux of the work-
manship of the late Henry Faulkner and of the living
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Charles Lewis. Nor is the hospitality of the owner of these
treasures of a less quality and calibre than his taste: for
Hortensius regaleth liberally—and as the ¢ Night and Day
Champagnes’ (so he is pleased humorously to call them!)
sparkle upon his Gottingen-manufactured table cloth, ¢ the
Master of the Revels’ or (to borrow the phraseology of
Pynson) of the ¢ feste royalle,’* discourseth lustily and
loudly upon the charms—not of a full-curled or full-bottomed
¢ King’s Bench’ perriwig—but of a full margined Bartho-
lomaus or Barclay, like his own'!+ And then for his old
English Poetry.. . his dear, dapper, duodecimo Spensers !.. .
O che boccone! . . But we must positively shut the door
upon all this bodily and intellectual luxury—and proceed to
Ulpian; or rather to PaLMeRIN; for a report is current
that a sort of abhorrence has been expressed of the former
appellative.

Would you therefore visit Paumerin? Hie for the
Hermitage ! .. and let the postillion flourish his whip thrice
round his head} ere the hoofs of the horses begin to clatter

® feste royalle.] Sic—according to the Typog. 4ntig. vol. ii. p. 420, edit.
1810, &c. I am quite ignorant of the present destination of this exceedingly
rare book, which hath to name ¢ The Boke of Cokery 2 printed by Pynson in
1500, 4to. The famous Duchess of Portland (Lord Oxford’s daughter) had a
copy of it, from which Herbert gave the description which appears in the work
just referred to. How many banquets and dinners were given by the said
Duchess — according to the ¢ Calender of Cokery’ contained in the volume—
is not upon record. Whata treat for our friend ViTeLL1vs, if it bad been!

t Bartholomeus or Barclay like his own'!] That is to say, ¢ Bartholomzus de
Proprietatibus Rerum,’ and Alexander Barclay’s poetical version of Sebastiun
Brandt's ¢ Navis Stultifera,” They are both beauteous copies of the rare books
here alluded to; but the latter—the Cawood not the Pynson impression—(eheu!)
is absolutely the very ¢ pink, * or rather the very ¢ lily* of copies !—so white is
its tint, and so stately are its dimensions!

$ thrice round his head.] An imitation, at once palpable and feeble, of the witches
going ¢ thrice’ round the cauldron in Macbeth. Would the horses have been less
fleet if the postilion had made only two circular flourishes of his whip? This is
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in their course for that enchanting spot. It is mid autumn;
and the day is tranquil and serene as you strike out of the
.« . road, and come within the gates leading to the aforesaid
hermitage. The robin sings upon the larch, and the blackbird
pours forth his lengthening note from the arbutus: the
fragrance of the roses, rjchly scattered round the approach,
together with that of the clematis and mignonette, cheer
and invigorate you as you descend from your carriage and
shake the master and mistress of the house by the hand, who
quit the vestibule to receive you. But admire, ere you
enter, the old-fashioned newly-put on roof, and projecting
eaves of this lowly hermitage !—and admit that the crimson-
tinted leaf of the Virginia, disporting itself along the sides
of the walls, and of the said projecting eaves, harmonises
admirably with the stained glass, of which you catch a peep
in the interior. '
We have gone our rounds; wiped our shoes, hung up
our hats, ascended the first floor, and have. entered THE
LisrarY. Success to every pursuit carried on within its
peaceful precincts ! You have there the loveliest possible
samples of romaunt and poetical lore. The bibliopegistic
art there shines in full lustre ; and the first Shakspeare, by
the late Charles Hering, would do your heart good only to
see it. That Shakspeare too hath received the emphatic
approbation of CorioLaNUs ; but it has many flanking spe-
cimens of nearly equal skill from the tools of Clarke and
the late lamented Faulkner. The room is small, but the
book-furniture in it is rich to excess; the light is subdued

a poinf, I believe, which even the horse-learned Blundevill ¢ of Newton Flotman
in Norfolk,’ in his ¢ Fower chicfyst Offices belongyng to Horsemanshippe,’ (printed
by Wyllyam Seres ¢ at the signe of the Hedgehogge,’ 4to. without date) hath by
0o means (not even in the 1xth chapter of his ¢ first booke of the arte of Ridynge,’
which treateth expressly ¢ Of the Rod’) ventured to discourse of.
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by the orange-tinted panes of glass, but the profusion of
gilded ornament, throughout, produces a sort of reflex and
glow which may serve you a full three quarters of an hour
after the sun has ceased to be seen in the welkin. There
you may sit, read, write, or meditate, without molestation :
for all is tranquillity and verdure around. I could enlarge
this feeble sketch of the luxuries of Palmerin’s hermitage.
I could just notice his choice miniatures of those whom he
loves to his ¢ heart’s core;’ while below, in his 4polo, I
could dwell upon his tasteful specimens of a few of the
Flemish masters, and note the crisp and etherial touch of our
favourite Uwin’s pencil in particular! . . And then for his
Dresden-manufactured table cloth—while the roses throng
and blush about his opened windows . . . But Palmerin must
not have more than his due . .. There is a name or two yet
on your muster roll ?

ParLemon. Yes. There are certain MERcURIZ. ..

Lysanper. A plague upon these bibliomaniacal Mer-
curies! They keep so sharp a look out, there is no obtain-
ing any thing at a moderate price. The golden age of
book-collecting is gone.

Lisarpo. You are severe, if not a little unchristianlike,
good Lysander. I can by no means, in my royal capacity,
suffer such an imputation to be cast. Are Booksellers, of
all purchasers, to starve systematically? Those who live
in Cornhill, Pall Mall, Bond Street, and Holborn, will act,
¥ trust, with their usual spirit and discernment ; and not let
their falchions rust in their scabbards by abandoning the
contest as long as they can honestly and honourably make
a profit by their attendance and consumption of time.
Proceed, dear Philemon.

PmiLEmoN. Sz TrISTREM comes next.
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Lisarpo. All hail to Sir Tristrem !—for no man loveth
droller or more fantastic volumes than doth that mighty
Bard. He yet lives in the plenitude of his fame and the
regular increase of wealth. Who next?

PHIiLEMON. AURELIUS.

Lisarpo. Right welcome be Aurelius! His diligence
is perfectly invincible, and his researches have been as com-
pletely successful. I long for his History of Scotish Poetry,
after the manner of that of Tom Warton’s English Poetry.
As a typographical Scottish antiquary, he is without an
equal; and we shall soon see what pleasing and pretty
work he hath made with his beloved Mary . ..

BeLinpa. What may this allude to?

Lisarpo. Simply his projected and forth-coming history
of ¢ Mary Queen of Scots.” It cannot fail to contain very
curious information. The library of Aurelius is indeed a
perfect specimen of that species of literature which it pro-
fesses to embrace; and I love to see his gallant manner of
entering the lists of book-auction seeking Bibliomaniacs, and
of contending even ¢ stiffly and stourly > with Atticus himself,
for the possession of a long sought after antiquarian trea-
sure! Health and happiness to Aurelius: whose old-age
seems absolutely to become greener and greener each re-
volving year ! Who succeeds Aurelius ?

PaILEMON. Prosrero.

Lisarpo. I love the enchanting waving of his ¢ wand.’
Prospero, secure in the panoply of an unrivalled collection,
(the fruits'of the toil and perseverance of other years) yet
keeps aloof from the heat and turbulence of Auction-Rooms.
At any rate, his appearance is rare, but his anxiety is not
the less unremitting. We saw him, however, if you remem-
ber, at the sale of RiNaALDO’s library, sometimes conversing
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with the undaunted -Atticus, sometimes with the energetic
Sempronius, and occasionally with the mischievous Rosi-
‘crusius :—giving good advice, I make no doubt, to each of
these keenly-contending bibliomaniacs. -The library of
Prospero, containing ¢ choice copies* from the collections of
West, Ratcliffe, Tutet, Chauncy, Wright, Pearson and
Farmer, is, in my humble apprehension, quite perfect of its
kind. A due portion of ¢ rich and rare’ MSS. is also
admitted ; and the printed volumes are replenished with a
judicious mixture of theology (especially of rituals) and a
most glorious sprinkling of belles lettres and history. The
bindings of Prospero’s books are in full gilt ornament ; to
which time hath given a warm and mellow tint—and the
entire library forms one splendid and interesting mass of
information ; of which no man knows how to make a better
use than its owner, as the public have had decisive de-
monstration. Let Prospero’s kind-heartedness, and readi-
ness to oblige, be also had in constant reminiscence; while
his independence of spirit, and undeviating adherence to
truth and integrity, render him at once an object of our
respect and esteem. You have surely now gone through
the muster-roll of book-auction-loving Bibliomaniacs, noticed
on a former occasion, and yet alive ?

PaiLEMON. One more name only occurs, and it is that of
MENALCAS.

Lisarpo. ¢ The bravest of the brave,’ in his contention for
large-paper copies of Greek and Roman Classics, is MENAL-
cas !—and ¢ right lovingly ’ therefore let us greet him. His
¢ oblong cabinet,’ and grenadier row of red-coated Variorum
Classics® yet exists, or rather flourishes. Could MENALCAs
be satisfied with such a strait-laced parallelogram of a library ?

& See the Bibliomania, p. 181.
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He could not; for his ambition, as a Bibliomaniac, is of the
largest possible dimensions. Accordingly, he ¢ pulled down,
built up,” and now revels in a more capacious measurement
of cubigal feet. His books followed him (for books have a
dog-like sort of fidelity) into his new suite of rooms: ¢ up
stairs, down stairs, and in my lady’s chamber !’ There you
now have them ; topography, poetry, antiquities, and even
bibliography is vouchsafed to be admitted within such
princely appurtenances. The gilt tooling of Charles Lewis,
like the creeping tendrils upon the lattice work of the
bocage before his door, wantons in cunning mazes along the
sides and across the backs of the volumes of MENALCAs. A
rich and lovely assemblage: morocco, russia, calf, white
vellum—there they stand, equally glittering to the eye and
tempting to the touch ! )

Lorenzo. Pray inform us—is his ¢ table cloth’ of
¢ Gottingen ’ or of Dresden manufacture ?

Lisarpo. I understand your sly allusion. You would
speak of the Falernian of Menalcas. But who has ever
questioned the large-paper kind of hospitality which cha-
racterises the mansion of that able scholar and vigilant
instructor. No: a dayat H... Hill, and in the ¢ up stairs’
or down stairs® (for we have no right to invade * my lady’s
chamber *) of Menalcas, is a day of carol and joyaunce to
the thorough bred Bibliomaniac. Prosperity to his labours !
— for they are equally arduous, incessant, and important :
and methinks scarcely any thing but a sight of such biblio-
maniacal treasures, as those which he possesses, could pos-
sibly refresh, sustain, and carry a man through—immersed
in the like arduous occupations! And here finishes our
¢ Minuet in Ariadne.

Lorenzo. You only make us the more impatient for

VOL. IIT. D
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your ¢ Overture to Judas Maccabeus’ Of what nature
isit?

Lisarpo. I will tell you. Since the period of our min-
gling in the Auction Room of Messrs. Leigh and Sotheby,
some six years agone, I have made acquaintance with other
dragon-like Book-bidders and purchasers, who, I think, are
well entitled to be admitted upon the present Record.

. Lysanper. Undoubtedly: and do pray prepare your
brightest colours, and -brandish your favourite brush, in the
delineation of them.

Lisarpo. You throw me off my guard by such vehe-
mence of expectation. But I shall do my best.

BeLINDA. Remember, my paper is before me, and my
short-hand accomplishments will be put in motion. . .

Lisarpo. 1 will do my duty, whatever be the result.
Who takes his firm and fixed stand yonder ? *Tis HoNor10;
the brave and the bold. I admire his courage and highly
approve his taste. No man comes into the field of battle—I
should have said ¢ the field of glory ’—with better principles,
better taste, or a more resolute determination, than Honorio.
Where a work be ¢ a prime article,’ as they designate it, ah,
who so courageous, who so vigilant, who so triumphant as
Honorio!? And then, what follows? Where sleep his
treasures ? Slep, did I say? Where are they opened,
awake, in broad day, and for the benefit and admiration of
his friends?.. . Must I tell how the Alpine or Chinese
roses, how the exotics from America or Japan have given
place to the delicious performances—to flowers whose bloom
is perennial—from the ¢ garden-plots ’ of Spira, Jenson, and
Zarotus? Shall I lead you in imagination to the morocco
(not azalia) bowers, and russia (not orange-tree) vistos, of
Honorio? Or shall we recline upon couches in his membra-
naceous Palace of Pleasurc? Oh the luxury of that abode !
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the felicities which his taste and his well-replenished purse
impart ! Not a word here respecting his ¢ table cloth I’...
¢ Good wine needs no bush !

AvrxaNsa. Such a gentleman, methinks, should have a
capacious and richly furnished mansion ?

. Lisarpo. You say well, my Almansa ; for the mansion
of Honorio is both capacious and richly furnished. And
then his 4/banos, his Annibal Caraccis, Murillos, Berghems,
Bassans, and Cuyps! All these—in a Palladio-propor-
tioned room, some twenty-five feet in height—are the rich ac-
companiments of his glass-stained book-vistos, and scattered
and classically-embellished libraries. His Fifieeners grow
in number and in strength, while his vellum copies designate
him as the LiviNe MAcARTHY of membranaceous renown !
I could strike a loud and pleasing note, too, in commenda-
tion of his private and public virtues: and could disport
even in luxuriousness of description of his affection as a
husband and father—of his integrity as a citizen of the
world —of his patriotism as a senator—of his enlarged and
liberal views as a British merchant: and how—the De
Medici of his day—there shall be sometimes, peradventure,
Indian spices and Greek MSS. consigned to him in the
same cargo ! . . But there are sour and jealous souls who
might not stomach the propagation of such facts: and so
let us proceed in our ¢ Overture.’

By the side of Honorio stands his friend MEL1ADUS. A
bidder of less daring, but a strenuous and determined
possessor of everything appertaining to romaunt and poetic
lore in the French language. His Mysteries, in the same
tongue, are equally numerous and curious. But follow
Meliadus home to his costly mansion, and you will no longer
admit the superiority of barley broth to sack, below stairs—
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while, above, beneath a range of well-trimmed argand lamps,
that shed their soft and exhilarating lustre upon satin-wood
book-cases replenished with tomes, rich, rare, curious, tiny,
or tall—you disport yourself in all the luxuries of cultivated
Bibliomania ! The tables are set: the coffee has been cir-
culated: HorTENsiUs grasps this giant folio—ATTICUS
pounces upon yonder burnished quarto — PALMERIN is
glued to this richly decorated octavo ; while LeL1vus looks on
with amazement at the Verards—and BERNARDO, in a snug
corner at a distance, is lost in extacies. . . at fine impressions
of the cuts in theVennerie et Fauconnerie of Jaques du Fouil-
loux.’ But who is hugging the Virgilius in yonder recess ?
"Tis PuiLeLPHUS, the youthful, the ardent, and the good.

PraiLeMon. He is a stranger to me.

Lasarpo. Perhaps so; yet nevertheless deserving of a
warm place upon the sofa of the mansion where you are now
detained. Indeed, of those just described, there is no one
who hath so good claim to the ¢ uppermost chamber’ or the
uppermost place therein. But let us say ¢ Good night ’ to
the party here assembled —for they are heedless of the
flying hours! —and the pale moon is already setting, and the
sky reddening with returning day, ere they think of their
chapeaus de bras !

ALmaNsa. Not a lady among them ! O fie!

BeLinpa. What should she do?

Lisarpo. Outrageously scandalous. But as my colours
are moist and glowing, and my brush is in ¢ gallant trim,’
let me continue my bibliomaniacal delineations. Who have
we, in the said sale-room, standing close to the elbow of
Atticus? Tis EuvMENEs; the wary, the quiet, and the
judicious With pencil in hand, and opened catalogue before
him, he weighs, in the balance of a cautious mind, the rela-
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tive worth of each article as it passes under the hammer;
and reflecting upon copies of the same class of books, in his
own choice collection, he suffers nothing to be lost in the
acquisition of bibliographical knowledge. Does Eumenes
often stand forward, and bid briskly and aloud? On the
contrary, rarely: yet when he sets his mind upon a thing,
and screws up his courage ¢ to its sticking place,’ there are
few who shew more perseverance than Eumenes. The
hammer will sometimes be at an angle of almost 80 —giving
scarcely room for a polypedical book-worm to creep between
it and the desk—before Eumenes deems it prudent to ¢ put
in a word.” But once having commenced bidder, he perse-
veres; till prudence, in its most commanding form, bid him
desist. His own collection, of its kind, is quite delicious:
belles-lettres, history, and antiquity, in abundance—with a
PERFECT Wynkyn de Worde P....n, and an almost
perfect Juliana of St. A——n’s to boot. Let us therefore
say, ¢ thrice and four times happy EumMENES !’

See, yonder !—a very ARcHIMEDES paces the room. His
bibliomaniacal appetite is as keen as his professional know-
ledge is unrivalled. Science, in almost all its branches;
history, in very many of its departments; and the ¢ dear
Chronicles’ in especial, from simple Froissart, to ¢ slashing’
Belsham, are unceasing objects of pursuit in the minds’ eye
of Archimedes. No man makes less parade in his book-ac~
quisitions ; yet Archimedes hath a library of which the
foundation was laid from the spoils of the Pinelli and
Paitoni Collections; of which Crassus might boast; and
even Atticus not be ashamed. His name and reputation
will last as long as the waters of Thames glide beneath the
colossal arches of the Bridge of Waterloo—pronounced, by
Canova, to be ¢ the eighth wonder of the world I’
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Mark well where HrproL1To takes his stand—amidst the
Dantes and Donis, and Petrarchs and Pulcis, and Boccac-
cios and Boiardos, that are passing under the hammer!
A very ¢helluo,’ in the devoration of Italian literature,
Few men draw their arrows more closely to a head, and few
men send them forth with a more deadly precision of aim.
Beware how you encounter him for an Aldine Poliphilo, or
Giolito Petrarch, especially when either are upon vellum—
and within the binding of Grolier, Maioli, or De Thou!
Remember how formidably, upon exhausting a quiver full
of the aforesaid ¢ deadly ’ arrows, he drew his bibliomaniacal
falchion, and entered the arena even with Atticus, for Spanish
Romances, at the Stanleian tilt and tournament ! . .. '

Avrmansa. Does this commence your ¢ Homeric warfare?’

Lisarpo. By no means: but to dismiss Hippolito with
the commendations which are due to him—you may rely
generally upon his taste and judgment; and his late publi-
cations, connected with Bibliography in some of its most
interesting branches, do equal credit to the one and the
other. Few collectors, within so small a space, have con-
centrated so many rare and precious Italian gems as are to
be seen in the library of Hippolito. You observe.. he is
just now listening to the dicta of SEMPRONIUS, and deferring
to his opinion. And well may Hippolito shew this deference
and mark of respect ; for the library of SEMPRONIUS, in the
. particular department to which Hippolito himself is so much
attached, hath not its superior within the metropolis. The
“owner of it exercises the knowledge of Crofts upon a col-
lection, which, if it have not the abundance of Pinelli, has
the choice exhibited by Smith and Paitoni. Would that we
were favoured with the notes in his interleaved Haym—and
that we could be benefited by his constant researches into
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the pages of his beloved MazzucugLur ! ?* His collection is
chiefly the fruit of other days perseverance; and it is rich
and multifarious to your heart’s delight. We have noticed
the argand-lamps of MELIADUS . . . but let not the effect of
the well-trimmed literary lamps of Sempronius be kept from
sight—for many and precious have been the hours, which,
in company with Prosrezo, PoraloLo, and INa, I have
enjoyed at banquets in that book-furnished retreat.4+ Hark—
what noise hath reached mine ear?

BeLinpa. You alarm us! Explain.

Lisarpo. "Tis only Baroccro, who hath fired his gun
—which however is but feebly shotted. The report of
this bibliomaniacal gun was once much louder ; but of late
years Baroccio hath rarely exercised his engineering skill
at book-auctions. And indeed he may well rest satisfied by
staying away ; for his own library is exceedingly precious—
as, by means of a capacious and richly-furnished purse, he
hath leapt at once, as it were, into the possession of a very
book-garden of anemones, polyanthuses, ranunculuses, and
roses of all colours and fragrance !

LorENzo. I am much amused by these varieties of
character among book-auction loving bibliomaniacs. Your
¢ overture to Judas Maccabeus’ is set in a new key, and

® the pages of his beloved Mazvuchelli.] Concerning this elaborate, but unfor-
tunately unfinished work, consult the Bibliomania, p. 80. Messrs. Payne and Foss
recently imported a most delicious copy of it, ¢ relié en peau de veau,’ which had
scarcely made acquaintance with its fellow compauions, in the richly furnished
repository of the same bibliopolists, ere it was swept away (consult vol. i. p. 126
note, respecting a besom or two occasionally used in this same repository) by
Mr. Fazakerly : a gentleman who unites taste and judgment in all his book-
purchases. *

*® that book-furnished retreat.] Notice hath been already taken (vol. ii. p. 530)
of the mellow glow, or tint, of the general book-furniture of Sempronius.
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perfectly to my taste. It is not yet drawing to a conclusion,
I presume?

Lisarpo. Indeed it will quickly terminate—and then for
the ¢ Battle Symphony of Becthoven !’

PaILEMON. Proceed: but consider the tender nerves of
a part of your audience.

BeLinoa. We will express our fears as they arise. Do
not despeak them. Resume now, illustrious monarch of the
day, the aforesaid Judas Maccabeus overture.

Lisarpo. "Tis well. Who advances softly and unaffectedly
yonder—entering into discourse with Honorio and Atticus ?
Thrice welcome, renowned Crassus, to the ¢ throng and
and press’ of this ¢ tented field!* At present thy biblioma-
niacal sun is ¢ just peering above the horizon;’ but anon
it shall blaze with unrivalled splendour in the meridian-
hemisphere, as already its beams are beginning to warm the
hearts of some, and to gladden the countenances of others.
Ample are thy possessions, and cultivated is thy taste—yet
thy temperance and discretion are, with me, even beyond
the minor virtues of a book-loving character. If I might
raise my voice with a sort of Sibylline inspiration, I should
say that that day is not very remote, in the bibliomaniacal
kalendar, when the fluted Ionic column shall grace the
interior of thy Library—beneath the curiously wire-protected
gallery, where literary journals and bibliographical treasures
may extend. Below, the spirits of Leland, of Camden, of
Dugdale, and of Gough shall preside—viewing, with in-
creased delight, the choice and innumerable specimens of the
antiquities of thine own country—which, clad in morocco, or
russia, or yellow calf coatings, from the manufactory of Roger
Payne or Charles Lewis, shall embellish, as they occupy, the
ponderous shelves below !
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A stir is made to the left of the Auctioneer—and in paces
Parermo. His breast-plate is broad ; his spear is long and
well-pointed ; his march is firm ; his countenance breathes a
conscious air of triumph ; there is hope in his eye, and
courage in his heart. Yet who hears the voice of Palermo?
No one: he gives the nod—(without ¢ affecting the god,’ or
seeming ¢ to shake the spheres’) and the quick-silver of
competition rises. The mettle of each is provoked. A lovely
Missal, or a vellum Didot, glitters before the wondering
eyes of the spectators...and Palermo nods again! 'Tis
done: the hammer drops, and Palermo bears away the
prize—seductive as the charms of Helen, but ah! more
capable of substantial solace to the champion who has won
them. I honour his spirit, commend his taste, and love his
enterprise.

But why is Licius so long absent? Is it because no per-
fect Gascoigne, nor Cornelius Agrippa, nor John Dee, nor
John Webster, hath been hitherto ¢ put up ?* Evenso: and
yet now, methinks, he appears, and makes a forward move-
ment—with his Dolarney's Primrose in his button-hole!
That primrose emits a pungent fragrance; as the Rox-
burghers know full well. However, a copy of Dr. Fian's
achievements is put up—-and who but Licius, for the absent
Philelphus, must win it? He hath a perfectly magical
library—and in our enumeration of argand-lamp lighted
drawing-rooms, remember, I beseech you, the spacious and
crimson-tinted ones of our beloved Licius; the smaller
of which is almost exclusively devoted to narrow-girted,
short, and delectable quartos, developing all the mazes and
mysteries of incantation! A sort of rivalry may be said to
exist betwegn the back drawing-rooms of MELTADUs and
Licrus; and yet methinks the green-house, or orangerie,
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terminated apartment of the former hath somewhat the
superiority ! However, these are noble competitions ; and
while the drawing-rooms of half the neighbourhood of either
book-hero, are crammed to suffocation with squeezed up
beaux and belles, panting for introduction to the ¢ Mistress
of the revels’ and then panting for retirement to—at least
two ¢ mo "’ similar revelries. . ..

ArLmansa. You are becoming censorious. . .

Lisarpo. Not in the least. But do you imagine that
censure of the most biting kind, or cutting even with a
two-edged blade, would have any effect upon the marble
or steel-bosomed guests of such flaunting festivities ? !

BeLinpa. Worse and worse !

Lisarpo. Let me resume. I say, therefore, while the
drawing-rooms of half the neighbourhood of Licius and
Meliadus are devoted to midnight amusements, of which
the means are usually as frivolous as the end is fruitless—
what are the more intellectual pursuits carried on among
the romance or poetic lore of the one, and the Cornelius
Agrippa-like learning of the other? Let me only add—by
way of anticipating a question from Philemon—that the
respective ¢ tablecloths’ of these book-auction-loving Biblio-
maniacs are of equal amplitude of size and beauty of manu-
facture; and that Anthony Munday himself, if he were
living, would admit that he had never before seen such a
¢ Banquet of Daintie Conceits’ as is oftentimes spread upon
the one or the other of them!

Ha! is it soP—and do I see the retired and sharp-eyed
NENNI1us standing yonder ? — leaning against horizontally-
placed folios of Wilkins, and Rymer, and the Acta Sancto-
rum ! I crave your hearty acquaintance, my brave Leland
and Camden-loving Nennius—and wish that I could oftener
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see you in this field of contest, brandishing your unerring
lance, or quietly reposing beneath the panoply of your
seven-bulls-hide shield ! . .

Lysanper. This must be a very extraordinary cham-
pion. |
Lisarpo. ¢ In his way’ (as they call it) he hath absolutely
no compeer ; and Magliabecchi yields entirely to his ascen-
dant genius—for Nennius not only loves dokes as lustily as
did the librarian of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, but he
hath something more than a mere title-page acquaintance
with them. His memory also is equally faithful and well-
furnished—and such a gluttonous bibliomaniacal appetite.
doth he possess, that even Rymer, the Gallia Christiana,
and Bouquet's Recueil des Historiens des Gaules, will scarcely
suffice him for a twelvemonth’s ¢ victualling” Mabillon,
Montfaucon, and Muratori are his dear delights as foreign
authors; while his deal-shelves groan beneath the weight of
annotation upon our home-historians; such as Gildas,
Jeffrey, his namesake, Ingulph, Hoveden, Malmesbury,
Matthew Paris, Ralph de Diceto, and Benedictus Abbas,
&c. &c.—and then for the ¢ scribbled margins’ (as Warburton
used to express it) of his Leland, Camden, Twysden, Gale,
Sparke, Hearne, Batteley, Grose, King, and others of the
like character—oh, *twould do your heart good only to have

a glimpse of them !

Lozrexnzo. More and more wondrous!

Lisarpo. I have not yet done with Nennius. He hath
no small knowledge of the art of design; and brandishes his
pencil upon castles, cathedrals, and churches, that it were a
marvel to see how his drawers and portfolios are crammed
vith the same. There is not a church, nor place of worship,
nor castle, within the counties of Sussez, Kent, and Bedford,
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but what—if report speak true—he hath brought within the
precincts of some 12 inches by 9: and to hear him talk of
Canterbury, Winchester, and Ely Cathedrals, bless us, you
would imagine that he had witnessed the laying of the
foundation stone of each! Shall I mention his ...

BeLixpa. This gentleman, methinks, should be some five
hundred years old, and gifted with perpetual youth, or at
any rate with the hundred hands of Briareus ?

Lisarpo. Again I say, I have not yet done with
Nennius.” Talk to him now—of a winter’s evening, while
your wood and coal fire is crackling, and the elder-wine
hisses upon the hob—of Gaimar, Wace, and the Norman
poetry upon which La Rue hath expatiated . . . and he will
shew you his own transcripts of new, or his minute collations
of well known, MSS. of the same. See, he is waiting with
anxious expectation for the putting up of Muratori’s Anti-
quities of the Middle Age! He will certainly possess them —
unless his friend Atticus (who hath probably two copies
already of that precious work) do not happen to take a
fancy for a third !

Lorenzo. This is bearing hard upon the renowned
Atticus; but, reverting to Nennius, I do fondly hope and
trust that the intelligence which he possesses will on no
account be suffered to perish with him. When will the
public be benefitted by the same?

Lisarvo. ¢ Ay, there’s the rub!® But what are the
encouragements held out for an individual to put forth lucu-
brations of the like nature? There is, generally speaking, a
very limited taste in these matters—while, on the contrary,

" a passion for a sort of mushroom-miscellaneous knowledge
is sure of obtaining success. And besides—there is, strictly

speaking, no government-patronage in an undertaking of
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this kind ®. . . and yet who love the histories of their own
countries better than the British# But let us conclude these:
NENN1ANA by wishing that the gentleman, who has given

® w0 government-patronage in an undertaking of this kind.] Perhaps this obser-
vation should be qualified a little : but to an attentive observer of the rise and
progress of literature, in other countries as well as our own, it should seem a
matter at least of sarprise, if not of wonder, that so little has been here accom-
plished in the furtherance of NaTioNAL Lrrerature. The present therefore
may be a fit place to say a word or two by way of illustration of the hint thrown
out at the conclusion of the First Dav of this work. The means of such
mational patronage are undeniable ; for we are the richest country in the world.
The talent of directing it to its right ends ought also to be equally undeniable—
for the country which bas produced Cecil and Bacon may be said to be among
the wisest upon record.  Nor are the opportunities and occasions less numerous
and imperative. But any hopes of an effectual establishment, or fund, for
currying such a landable design into execution, must be sought for in the dispo-
sition of the prime minister, of the time being, of the country. It has been
often remarked that Mr. Pitt had a total indifference in respect to the interests
of literatare. This was the more extraordinary, as, consistently with his political
views and principles, he must have seen the immense influence of pubLiCATIONS
in stirring up the French nation to the revoLuTioN which followed ; and of
which revolution few used to describe the horrors, or deprecate the results, more
powerfully than himself. :

Mr. Perceval, with less commanding talents, and less personal influence, was
also by no means distinguished for literary attainments : but he had quick and
honest views of every thing which might operate towards his country’s good.
Upoa the subject, however, of what we are discoursing, he expressed a courteous
deference to the opinions of Lis predecessors : and only acted as such predeces-
sors had acted before him. To a plan which was submitted to him in the year
1810 (and of which I am not ashamed to avow myself the author) of erect-
ing an eastern wing to the British Museum, runuing parallel with the wing now
sppropriated to the Towneley Marbles, &c. for the purpose of establishing a
Nartronar Press—he was pleased to return an answer (22 Feb.1810) that  how-
ever usefal the plan might be to literature, it did not appear to him to be a proper
object for undertaking at the public expense, in a country like this, and more
especially at the present moment.’ And again, in reply to a second application,
he observed that ¢ the object of the plan was better attained, in this country, by
leaving the execation of it to the will of individuals, than by making it a national
undertaking,’ 13 April, 1810. As the time and occupations of a prime minister
are too precious for further intrusion, after an expressed opinion like the pre-
ceding, the subject necessarily and entirely dropt.

Does the reader—in order to judge of the fitness or unfitness of the Premier’s
reply—feel any curiosity to know what THAT PLAN was? If be do, he hath the
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rise to them, may live vigorously through the four hundred
and fifty years which yet remain to complete the longevity

following simple and summary account of it. The Premier was,in the first
place, made acquainted (with what he had most probably a previous knowledge)
that the National Press of France, under the reigns of Francis I. Louis XIV.
and Louis XVth, bad been productive of the most useful as well as splendid
acquisitions to literature ; and that lately, under the power of Bonaparte, the
continuance of Bouquet’s ¢ Recueil des Historiens des Gaules,’® had been a measure
reflecting more substantial reputation upon the then Ruler of France, than the
united numbers of his canals, roads, bridges, and victories. Somuch for precedent
and proheme. Now for the plan itself. That plan consisted, as above intimated, in
the erection of 8 NaTioNAL Pazss—to be exclusively devoted to works of intrin-
sically solid worth, and obviously national benefit. An impulse and an importance
were to be given~and might always be maintained—to the operations of that
press, which should stamp its productions with the character of real excellence.
Our Historians and our Poets, and Grammars in all languages, might be the first
objects for effectually bringing it before the public notice. We would leave
Oxford and Cambridge in undisturbed possession of their Bibles and Prayer-Books,
and Mr. Strahan equally unmolested in his diverting occupation of producing
Journals and Gasettes : see vol. ii. p. 400-4. In whatever came forth, care, neat-
ness, and substantiality in every respect, should be invariably consulted and
adopted : and in these things, at least, we might take a lesson of our neighbours :
¢ fas est et ab hoste doceri.” The politics of CoLBERT are now forgotten ; but
his sincere and ardent love of literature and of the finc arts will cause his name
to be remembered by the latest posterity.

It should also be understood that such an establishment, might, in a very
material degree, be made to cover its own expense. It might reccive a stimulus,
in the first instance, from the potent arm of state—but afterwards be left, almost
with certainty, to work out its profits, or very considerable returns, by the care,
the accuracy, the splendor, or the interest of the works which issued therefrom.
How comes it to pass, that we have no worthy History of the ANTIQUITIES of
Lonpox, of Oxrorp, or of CamerIpGE? That there would be purchasers of such
works, if they were executed in a manner, and upon a plan, as they ought to be,
is, I think, undeniable. But what private individual would embark twelve
thousand pounds upon either of the first two of these works? Here then it is that
a National Establishment would be most effectually exercised. Again : the object
of this establishment should be to publish as cheaply as possible—thereby keep-
ing printers (who are often times extremely saucy bipeds) upon their guard and

® The xviith volume of this stupendous and truly national work is just on
the eve of publication ; the Index alone of which cost its venerable editor, the
Aspz Briay, full two years in its completion. The xvinth volume is already
gone to press ; and let us hope that a prediction that this learned septuagenarian
¢ is not lihdy’to leave his successor behind,’ may not be verified.
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assigned to him by Belinda. And with Nennius let us
finish our ¢ Overture to Judas Maccabeus.’
ALmaNsa. We are now impatient for your ¢ Battle

good bebavour. As to the situation of it, the Bririsa Muszux, which is con-
centrating within itself every thing that is precious in art and learning, should,
without doubt, be the place of its erection. Once more, The reply of Mr.
Perceval admits  the plan to be useful to literature,’ but an improper object for
undertaking in a country, and ¢ at a moment’ like this. ¢ Useful to literatare’em
and yet an improper ¢ undertaking in a8 COUNTRY LIXE THIS?’~a Country, the
richest and perhaps the wisest and best regulated in the world!—a country,
which, by a trifling impost, would instantly raise the means both for the erec-
tion and effectual conduct of such an establishment—a eountry, that has already,
almost without opposition, devoted, and wisely devoted, sixTy THOUSAND
rouxDs at least in the acquisition of STaTuEs—many of them breathing all the
purity and all the inspiration of Grecian art! Now if such a sum be well spent
upon quiescent objects—to be thoroughly relished only by the enlightened few—
surely one half of it might be devoted towards giving an impulse—and putting
into active circulation—works, closely interwoven with some of our fondest
feelings and hopes as Englishmen, as Moralists, and as Christians!

Two observations, or even objections, may be here urged. In the first place
it may be said that the expenses which are already attendant upon the support
of the Bririsa Museuw, are as much as the nation can well bear, ¢ at a moment
like the present.’ I do not believe that any enlightened senator would attempt
seriously to support, if he should even make, such a declaration. For what are
the annual expenses of the NarionaL Lirerary EstaBLisaMENT oF GREAT
Barrarx? Eight Thousand Pounds! With this expenditure, we preserve and
bope to perpetuate, some of the most precious and valuable books, documents,
and instruments—in arts, in science, and in learning—for ¢ the race that is, and
the race which is yet to be:’ and to which said ¢ documents and instruments’
the same present and future race hath, and will have, constant and unrestrained
sdmission. There is now therefore (and but lately) a reciprocity of interest kept
up, equally wise in its ordination, and equally salutary in its results. Bat to
suppose that, at any moment, the finances of TH1S COUNTRY could not wisely
and usefully bring to bear even an additional annual four thousand pounds (if
such additional sum were necessary) for an object equally salutary is, to my
bumble apprehension, to advance a very short-sighted supposition indeed.

In the second and last place, it may be said that the government of this
country is now at the expense of printing and publishing the Statutes of the Realm,
a new edition of the invaluable Book of Domesday, and of the Faedera of Rymer.
Every wise and every patriotic man will love to learn this. But are these
works, works of ¢ literature,’ properly so called and understood? In other words,
are they generally interesting? Do they come home to our ¢ hosoms and busi-
nesses >’ Will they be read—now, and hereafter? Will théy be understood, if
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Symphony,’ for in that piece of music we presume you
intend describing the contention and slaughter hinted at in
the opening of your discourse ?

Lisarpo. Even so: and at once let us strike the blood-
stirring note ! It is some six years ago, dear Lysander, since
you concluded your History of what you were pleased to
designate the Bibliomaniacal Disease. The sale of Dz.
Hzatr’s Library was, methinks, the last upon record when
such narrative was concluded. In other words, the Heath
Batile was the last at that time fought within the biblioma-
niacal arena.® It should seem as if the year of our Lord
1811 were destined, in the annals of the Book Auctions, to

read, in other countries as well as our own? Will they impress the Russian, the
Pole, the Norwegian, and the Daue, as well as the southern inhabitants of
Europe, with more just and more generous opinions of those who were once
pronounced to be ¢ divided from the whole world ?* Can such works possibly find
entrance into the cottage as well as the palace? and will they describe our
national character like the touches of Malmesbury or of Clarendon—of Dryden or
of Goldsmith? Peace to the latter years—to the dignified repose after long con-
tinued toil—of that DISTINGUISHED CRARACTRR, by whose care and aid, in
especial, the works, before mentioued, have been planned and carried into
effect. If that same character should be of opinion that something more, not
less salutary, and of a like tendency, be requisite for the completion of Bririsu
LiTerARY REPUTATION, sure I am that he will not be backward in casting
an anxious thought towards its successful execution; and that the ¢ Esto
PrrprTUaA’ of his country will not desert him ¢ ev’n in death.’

® Mr. Horne, in his Introduction to the Study of Bibliography, 1814, 8vo. has
devoted a considerable number of pages to the recording of several book-sales
which had taken place since the publication of the Bibliomania in1811. He has
also enlarged upon a few of which I had given only the outlines. In tum, I
must take up the thread of the narrative, and bring the history of those
distinguished transactions in the BisLroManiacaL world down to the present
period : and deeply and fully am I sensible of this most important and essential
part of the BisrLiograPrICAL DECAMERON. There will be ¢ deeds of dreadful
note’ to record : triumph and exultation on the one part, defeat and anguish on
the other, A heart of steel and ¢ the peun of a ready writer’ should be the
requisites in the recorder of such transactions! First, for the Heath-Contest,
consult the Bibliomania, p. 617, and more especially Mr. Horne’s work, vol. ii.
p- 655.
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be calm and quiescent, as a prelude and contrast to the
tremendous explosion or contest, which, in the succeeding
year, was to rend asunder the bibliomaniacal element by
the far-famed Roxsureue Ficat.* It had been well

® the Roxsurcue Fionr.] In other words, the sale of the Roxsurcax
Lisrary. What emotions are kindled at the very mention only of this far-
famed Book-Sale! How many champions, once clad ¢ in complete stcel’ for that
countest, now sigh, as they gaze upon their suspended armour—their ¢ haubert,
belm, and twisted mail,’ their gloves of steel, and battle axe of sluughter — sigh,
to think upon the dearly-won spoils of that memorable day! Others, on the
contrary, who waited for cooler moments in the fight, and pushed on their coursers
more desperately as such opcnings presented themselves, now gaze in the
conscious satisfaction upon the trophies which such skill and valour procured!
But all this is sad rhetorical lamentation : and the reader, if he continued much
longer in the same strain, would imagine he was going to peruse a funeral sermon
upon John Duke of Roxburghe. Far otherwise, I assure him; and let me
amplify according to the order pursued by Lisardo.

First, for the Preface of Mr. George Nicol. That preface is not inaptly con-
sidered by Lisardo as a sort of ¢ piquet-guard,’ preceding the advance of the
entire army. At any rate, it proved to be a blood-stirrer: a provocative: a
stimulus, at once pungent and palatable, in exciting the bibliomaniacal appe-
tites of the public. But note well, curious reader : the preface, here spoken of,
is different from the one which actually accompanied the catalogue of the
library : and the important distinction is, that the former consists of 18, and the
latter of ouly 17, pages. Moreover, the former concludes with obscrving that
‘no Priuce ever p d a more attached and devoted subject than John Duke
of Roxburghe *— to which is appended a note, that * The Duke of Roxburghe
was a Knight of the Orders of both the Thistle and the Garter.’ In the preface
accompanying the catalogue, it is said that * G. and W Nixol will, at the sale,
execute with fidelity any commission with which they may be intrusted.’ These
are important variations. In other respects, the prefaces are the same. Mr. G,
Nicol had been the constant associate of the Duke for ncarly half a century ; and
bad been greatly instrumental in the acquisition of many of the treusures which
distinguished his extraordinary collection. There is no portrait of the Duke or
of Mr. G. Nicol in the Catalogue : but the rcader will find a stippled engraving
of the head of the former, in Mr. Clarke’s Repertorium Bibliographicum—
frou a drawing of Lim in the possession of the latter; and I believe I am
entitled to observe, that, had Mr. Nicol previously known of my inclination
to publish an engraving of the head of the Duke, that portrait would have em-
bellished the present pages. However, it may be worse placed than where it is.

Of the Preparer of the Roxburgle Catalogue—of Mr. G. NicoL himself—it
seemed ¢ meet and fitting * that a Portrait should be given in thesc pages.

VOL. IIl. E
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known that Mr. George Nicol had long prepared the Cata- -
logue of that extraordinary collection ; and a sort of avant-
courier, or piquet guard, preceded the march of the whole
army, in the shape of a preface ; privately circulated among
the friends of the author. The publication of a certain work,
ycleped the Bibliomania, had also probably stirred up
the mettle and hardened the sinews of the contending Book-
Knights. At length the hour of battle arrived. Mr. Evans,

Sare or TBE RoxBuroHE LiBrARY.
Accordingly, upon application to the original, for some portrait of himself, I
received from him an answer—of which the greater part is here laid before the
reader ; from a conviction, not ouly that it will be considered perfectly in order,
but that a portion of it will ¢ strike home’ to the bosoms of the generous and

the X
good ¢ Pall-Mall, May 27, 1814.
¢ Concerning the honour you intend to do me in your work, I confess
myself quite asbamed. T am very sensible, in literary pursuits, how rusty Iam:
for I have these twenty odd years foregone all my ancient exercise, and taken
to making fine books, instead of hunting after them.—~But still, like the old
coachman, I like the sroack of the whip.

¢« The Portrait in our drawing room is my wife’s, but she will be happy to let
you bave it, whenever you please. It was painted by Northcote 25 years ago:
since that time I have resisted the solicitation of all friends ; for sitting for a
picture is a most irksome task. But very lately I yielded to my friend Mr.
Gibson, upon condition of his employing a young artist, with whom I bad acci-
dentally met, between 17 and 18 years of age ; but who I found had the tran-
scendent merit of maintaining a poor Father in juil, and a Mother with four infant
Children. This picture is said to be a very great likeness, and I am sure my
friend Gibson will be very happy to let you bave it ;* and I am equally sure it
will give you pleasure to spread the fame of so deserving a youug mau.’

So much for the portrait of Mr. G. Nicol; which, if the boarder or book-
binder have not disobeyed his instructions, you shall see ¥acinG Tue Next
PacE. But let the reader pay especial attention to the silver iNx-sTanD in
this same picture : for kuow, that it was the ink-stand constantly used by John
Duke of Roxburghe, and into which Mr. Nicol thinks, upon a moderate compu-
tation, he may have poured some two gallons of ink during his connection with
its owner. And now, curious and portrait-loving collector, what if we append
to the representation of the compiler of the catalogue, an cugraving of that of
the vENDOR, of the said Roxburghe Library? What if we annex a striking

. ¢ Itis the picture here engraved.
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for the first time, wielded the sceptre of dominion as a book-
anctioneer; and it must be allowed that such a situation,
for ‘8 novice, was not less important and difficult than it
was of long and severe trinl. The result of that trial did
not disappoint the expectations of his Employers or of the
Public. For two and forty successive days—with the ex-
ception only of Sundays—was the voice and the hammer of
Mr. Evans hearﬂ, with equal efficacy, in the dining-room of

- Sarz or rE Roxsurcue Linrary.,

Gkeness af Mr. Evaxs himself ? —looking sharply towards the last bidder upon
s Valdarfer or Caxton tome? There are ¢ wiclders of sceptres’ (us abeve ex-
pressed by Lisardo) whose physiognomies may Le less acceptable to the public—
and thus, therefure, ict Messrs. Nicol and Evans move quietly down to a future
age, by thé side of each other, as they were once conjointly busied in the

comtest. Mr. Behnes made the design, and Mr. Freeman executed
thmhg,(udnoflhemwﬂhequhkﬂ!uﬂﬁdehty)ofwhtu here forth-
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the late Duke—which had been appropriated to the vendi-
tion of the books : and within that same space (some thirty-
five feet by twenty) were such deeds of valour performed,
and such feats of book-heroism achieved, as had never
been previously beheld ; and of which ¢ the like * will proba-
bly never be seen again. The shouts of the victors, and
the groans of the vanquished stunned and appalled you as
you entered.®* The throng and press, both of idle specta-
tors and determined bidders, was unprecedented. A sprink-
ling of Caxtons and De Wordes marked the first day ;¢

Sarz or THE Roxauncuz Lisrany.

® stunned and appalled you as you entered.] The house of the late John Duke
of Roxburghe is situated on the north side of St. James's Square ; and is now
occupied by Baron Ellenboraugh, the Lord Chief Justice of England. There
are some five or six steps leading up to the door—when you enter a hall,and go
straight onwards, leaving the stair-case to the left. On the right is the door of
the dining-room, in which latter ¢ the battle was fought.”® It is a parallclogram
of some 35 by 25 feet : consequently there was ¢ ample room and verge enough*
for the combatants to display their respective skill and courage. The voice of
Mr. Evans is by no means like that which we conceive to have been Mr. Justice
Shallow’s ; and I have, at this instant, a perfect recollection of hearing it as I
ascended the last step, and entered the hall—thus stirring up one’s courage, and
accelerating one’s movements, towards the arena of combat.

t A sprinkling of Cartons and De Wordes marked the first day.] There was
bowever but ¢ a sprinkling ’ of the works executed by these printers — namely,
only two of each—on the first day. Of these presently. The honour, however,
of firing the first effectual shot, or killing the first man, in the Roxnuroue
Fionr, is due to the Louse of Messrs. Payne and Foss: and there is a report
current that the very ingenious Mr. Willement is now occupied in introduc-
ing this important incident into the quarterings of the bibliopolistic shield of
the same firm. The Aldine Greek Bible of 1518 was ¢ killed off > the first
in the contest. It produced the suin only of 4. 14s. 6d. Thus measaredly

® The library was up stairs, chicfly over this very room: from which the
books were bro‘:iht down for sale, each day, as they were required. On the
same floor with the library, or rather in the room adjoining it—=and into which
iton?ened—:lept and died John Duke of Roxburghe. All his migrations were
ned to these two rooms. When Mr. Nicol shewed me the very bed upon
which this bibliomaniacal Duke bad expired, I felte—as I trust I ovent to
have felt upon the occasion!
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and these were obtained at high, but, comparatively with
the subsequent sums given, moderate prices. 7Theology,
Jurisprudence, Philosophy, and Philology, chiefly marked

Sare or Tae RoxsurcaEe Lisranry.

and guardedly, and even fearfully, did this tremendous battle begin. Indeed it
is rarely, on the first day of any important book-sale, that the combatants have
screwed their cournge ¢ to its sticking place.” But now for the two Caxtons
and two Wyukyns—which were also killed off on the first day.

My friend Mr. William Bolland, of foreusic distinction, is apt, in one of the
pleasant and mirthful moods to which he is oft’ times prone, to designate the
humble author of this work, as well as of this note, a ¢ gentle sweetener’ at the sale
of which we are now discoursing : in other words, that I attended armed with
credential powers from certain champions of high renown, and that certain
articles were sugared up by myself—who had no further interest in the same,
than that my absent friends should become p d of the tre contended
for. Thus, what was sugar to my own palate, might be sorrell to that of my
opponent ! There may be some truth in this facetious remark ; for, like Teucer,
under the broed shield of Ajax, I am free to admit that I sometimes, unmolested,
dealt ¢ dreadfal execution around me.’ But for the Caxtons and Wynkyns
above alluded to—thus itis. Among the names of the more illustrious champions,
distinguished in the field of the Roxburghe contest, the reader will almost
naturally anticipate that of Georoe Jorx Earv Spencer, K.G. &c. He is
perfectly right ; for scarcely any of these illustrious champions ¢ brought their
guns to bear’ with greater precision and effect than his Lordship : which precision
and effect must be considered as the result of his Lordehip’s acknowledged taste
and enterprise in book acquisitions: as the result of his wish and endeavour
to complete the various departments of his matchless library—and, amoug such
departments, of timt of the bEAR CAxTONS in particular : see sundry exclamations
thereupon in the SeveNTm Dav, vol. ii. p. 346. Accurdingly, Lord Spencer,
being fearful of other engagements which might prevent his attendance on this
nid first day, wrote to me, explicitly, respecting the acquisitions of the afore-
mentioned Caxtons . . . and here may be said to have commenced the sugaring
system !—above saucily alluded to by ¢ my friend Mr. William Bolland, of forensic
distinction’ aforesaid. Yet I cannot reconcile this system with any thing
indecorous or improper.

The Caxtons in question were the double-columned Festival, and the
Chastysing of God’s Children. His Lordship, in a letter to me, begged, that, * in
cse he did not see me either before or during the sale, I would be so0 good as to
bid for the books in question :—authorising me to go for each as far as one
hundred and thirty-one pounds—and if I should get the first under that sum, I
might, if I pleased, lay on upon the second : so Lowever that both together
thould not exceed 262l.’ 17 May, 1812. These were well weighed and able
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the earlier days of this tremendous contest : and occasionally,
during these days, there was much stirring up of courage,
and many hard and heavy blows were interchanged ; and
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instructions ; and the result proved their efficacy. His Lordship however did
come in person. Mr. Dent was his vigorous opponent till the first article had
reached 100 guineas, when he fell suddenly, and as it were, prostrate, from the
contest; aud his Lordship ¢ laying on’ (in the manner of Macbeth—see the
Bibliomania, p. 701) the remaining pounds reserved for the first, upon the
second, article—secured the latter also, for 140L: thus acquiring both articles
for about 201 below his original calculation—~uot ¢ below par,’ for they were
probably worth double that sum! To conclude this Caxtounian skirmish; his
Lordship put each volume under his ceat, and walked home with them in all the
flush of victory and conscioust.ess of triunph! Meanwhile Mr Dent recovered
slowly from the wounds inflicted upon him, and left the field to recruit his
energies for another day. The Wynkyns were the Lucidarye and The Boke
named Royall : see Bibl. Roxb. no. 92-3. The former was obtained by Mr. Clarke
for 10 guineas ; and the latter by Mr. Nicol,.for 10.. In a few days after, these
two Wynkyns (rare aves, I assure thee, De Worde-loving reader!) would have
brought at least thrice the sums here given.

It behoves me however, before I touch upon the important subject contained
in the subsequent note, to say a word about the progress of the sale, or rather of
the mettle of the combatauts, in the acquisition of some few of the rarer and
more covetable articles which cnsued. The curators of the library of Lincoln’s
Inn acted most judiciously in purchasing the Sessions Papers and Trials at the Old
Bailey, &c. c. 2 vol. folio—and the Proceedings of the Sessions of the Peace for
the City of London, §c. in 80 vol. 4to. (sce no. 1006-7) for 378/. The sum was.
large, but the article was capacious; and the bidders now got accustomed to
Jifties and hundreds with as much ¢ sang froid’ as if they had been tews and
twentics! A bad copy of Bartholomeus de Proprictatibus Rerum, &c. by W. de
Worde produced 70l 7s. The purchaser astonished every one: for it was the
quiet and grave Mr. Nornaville. But another Caxton is ut hand—and suck a
Caxron! ¢ The Mirrour of the Wurld,’ 1480—justly designated (see no. 1752)
as ¢ the fuirest and fiuest specimen of Caxton’s Printing that perbaps exists.
Gaily did Mr. Evans expatiate upon the Leauties of the precious article here
consigued to his hammer—and micrrily weat the biddings around! Within five
minutes tlese biddings reached the sum of 150 guineas—and this for a Caxton!
The like before was never heard. But...

The combat deepens—on, ye brave,
Who rush to glury or the grave!

Blows are redoubled—and 200 guineas are shouted aloud! . . It is on record
that a typographical antiquary gave a loud whistle apon the article in question
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the combatants may be said to have completely mellowed
themselves in the conflict! At length came Poetry,*® Latin,
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reaching such a price! Nomatter. Men in general pay dearly for their ¢ whistles.’
Who has got this © Mirrour’ of Caxtons? It is not yet disposed of. The
coutending knights are not yet weuried—but, borrowing each a leaf out of
Frontinus, they have recourse to stratagem and art :
¢ Their front now deepening, now extending ;
Their fiank inclining, wheeling, bending,
Now drawing back, and now descending . . .’
(Marmion, canto vi.)
To drop metaphor. The hammer falls—and 3511. 15s.® are given for this ¢ fairest
and finest specimen’ of Caxton’s printing!!! Who is the purchaser? Again, ¢ the
quiet and grave Mr. Nornaville” What mystery is this? A Bond-street book-
seller a purchaser of Caxtons!? ¢ Pape !’ suys Mr. Payne—and ¢ mirabile I’ says
even Mr. G. Nicol himself. ¢ The riddle is solved—(exclaims a resolute opposer of
the said Mr. Nornaville in the acquisition of the said Mirrour) he is bidding for
Bowarante ! It was admitted that there was a sort of Purson-like sagacity in
this conjecture. The whisper went round . . .* He is bidding for Bonaparte;
and all eyes were turned upon Mr. Nornaville, who ¢ blushed a deeper red’ in
consequence.  Yet a moment stay. Within one article of the preceding stands
the Kalendayr of the Shyppers, 1503, folio. It is put up, and this also falls upon
Mr. Nornaville, who gives 180L for the same. ¢ Beyond all doubt he is bidding
for Bonaparte |’
® at length came Poetry.] The poetical department of the Roxsuncmz
Library coromences at page 60, and coucludes at page 104, of the catalogue of
the same. Lisardo runs over quickly (and we may here follow his example) the
Greck, Latin, Italian, and French Poetry—but seems to make a most emphatic
pause on his approach to ENcLisu PoeTry! And well be might—as the reader
shall be presently convinced. Meanwhile it is highly expedient that I soften
my way tuwards the rough and rugged recitals which a record of the vendition
of this said ¢ English Poetry® will display, with some pleasant bibliomaniacal
chit-chat by way of apposite proheme. I take it that it was a view of the
* English Poetry’ which struck the first electric spark from the bosoms of some
of our well-known antiquaries, collectors, and virtuosi. A portion of a letter
fom ¢ Scotland’s mighty Bard,’ shall lead the way to this our bibliomaniacal
chit-chat. That very intelligent collector, who hath already been introduced in
our Avuction Roow, thus pleasantly expresseth himself in the contemplation
of this sale. ¢ The Roxburghe sale sets my teeth on edge. But if I can trust
mine eyes there are now twelve masons at work on a cottage aud offices at this
little farm which 1 purchased last year. Item, I have planted 30 acres, and am
in the act of walling a garden. Item, I have a wife and four bairns crying, as

® It cost the Doke 9l 9.
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Italian, and French: a steady fight yet continued to be
fought : victory seemed to hang in doubtful scales—some-
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our-old song bas it, “ porredge ever mair.” So, on the whole, my teeth must
get off the edge as those of the fox with the grapes in the fable. If I could get
s ‘priced catalogue with purchasers 1 should hold it a great curiosity,’ &c.
Abbotsford by Melrose, 3 May, 1812’ My friend Mr. Heber, who cannot be
supposed to have looked with unmoved sensations upou the string or sprinkle
(whichever the reader pleases) of Wynkyns, Pynsons, and Copelands—with
which this Encrisn Poesie was enriched—thus gallantly anticipates the day of
battle thereupon—¢ still I trust we shall strike hard soon, amidst the ruins of the
Dake of Roxburghe —* &y Kapxndovos égeimiois™— though 1 fear, in the
storming of Badajos, there will not be much leisure or opportunity for the
exercise of the milder virtues of friendship and forbearance.’ April 23, 1812.
Again, on the 21st of May following: ¢ as for the Bibl. Roxburgh. and all its
ruinous conscquences (undoing the peace of families, the harmony of individuals,
the ‘ odia et bella plusquam civilia’—to say nothing of the increasing demand for
accomamodation ¢ within the rules’) sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. T
have serious thoughts of giving in, and staying in quiet at Hodnet. However,
as you say, ¢ nous verrons.” There is something vastly ingenious, methinks, in
balanciog the ¢ giving in,’ by the ¢ however—nous verrons.’

8o much for proheme: for ¢ prologue to the swelling act” Now for the
¢ swelling act’ itsell. The day of the sale of the ENcLisy PoETRrY (see p. 92
of the Catalogue) at length arrived. Mr. Triphook was the first who distinguished
himself by a splendid achievement. He carried off Webbe’s Discoursc of English
Poetrie, 1586, 4to (which had been sold at the sale of Steevens's library, no. 1128,
for 8L 8s.) for 64/. A pretty earnest of the future feats to be performed! He
was followed by one of those (hitherto unknown) knights, who came from the
¢ far countree,’ as intimated by Lisardo, ycleped the Rev. J. M. Rice, my very
singular and kind good friend. Mr. Rice, fresh in the ficld, astonished every
one by his prumptitude and courage ; and he commenced his career by scizing
upon Puttenham and the Paradise of Daintie Devices, which he triumphantly bore
away by giving 161. 5s. 6d. for the first, and 55, 13s. for the second article. I
¢ hesitate’ to go on with the description—and Gibbon could not have felt greater
awkwardness, in the approach to the mention of his ¢ early love,’ than I do
upon the mention of——giving 21l for ¢ England’s Purnassus,’ for my then absent
friend, Sir M. M Sykes. Mor. Rice followed me sharply by giving 241, 13s. 6d.
for England’s Helicon. Warbling ought to be the strains which should produce
such melodious prices! The first day of the sale of the ExcLisH PoETRY ended
with the purchase of ¢ A curious Collection of some thousand Ancient Ballads
bound in S large volumes, in folio, for . . . shall I add ¢ horresco referens >’ for
4771 158! See no. 3210 of the Catalogue. I have a perfect recollection of the
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times on one, and sometimes on the other side, of Mr.
Evans—who preserved, throughout, (as it was his bounden

Sare or THE Roxsurone Lisrary.

moment when Mr. Evans’s hammer fell upon this ¢ Ballad Collection’ The
curiosity of the spectators was increased in proportion to the numbers which
flocked into the room. Short men were smothered ; and nothing but the standing
upon a contiguous bench saved the writer of the ¢ Bibliographical Decameron’
from suffocation, Even the worthy Mr. Harris, Librarian of the Royal Institu-
tion, who measures some five feet 10 or 11 inches, was compelled to have
recourse to the same expedient ; and, in so doing, gallantly rescued (at the peril
of a compound fracture iu his right arm) my excellent friend Mr. James Heywdod
Markland from an almost overwhelming pressure.® The hour was laie when the
hammer fell; and the combatants retired gloomily—but determined to occapy
the intervening time against the morrow's dawn, in ‘ closing rivets up,’ aud
thereby giving ¢ dreadful note of preparation.’ It is the dawn of day ...
The early village cock
Hath twice done salutation to the morn ;
The Knights are up, and buckle on their armour.,

The arena is filled : closely wedged stand the champious : the trumpet sounds;
the falchions glitter, and they are commingled in desperate conflict. Atticus
leads the van. He little expects such a ¢ tug of war.’ ¢ The Booke of the most
Pyctoryous Prince Guy of Warwicke, printed by his beloved Copeland (see
no. 3228) stands temptingly before him : and the purchaser is resolved to be as
¢ victorious ' as the Prince wliose deeds are recorded in such precious black-letter
strains. The coatest is fierce ; but Atticus is triumphant. .. yet not without
¢ empurpling the plain’ with his blood. Here then it was, as above intimated
by Lisardo, and indeed almost predicted by himself, that Atticus retired awhile
from the fury of the fight—like Erypylus among the Grecian heroes—to seek
balsamic comfort, or Machaon-like skill, for his wounds. But we cannot accon-
pany him ; for the battle now rages beyoud all bounds. The ‘Coustable’=not * of

* By this time the News Papers had got full possession of the extraordinary
character of this sale. The Morning Chronicle had the honour of leading a-head
in this intelliifnce: for thus it narrated, somewhere about May 24th: ¢ At no
time did the Bibliomania rage with more violence that at present, At the Duke
of Roxscvrony’s sale, Tuesday last, a collection of two-peuny portraits of
Criminals, and other remarkable characters, chiefly of persons tried at the Old
Beiley, sold for 94l. 10s. The Boke of St. Albans, printed 1486, 147(. The
Mirrour of the World, Caxton, 1480, 5511, 15s. The Kalindayr of the Shippers,
1508, 180L—The last little volume was bought for the Duke by Mr. Nicol, for
two guineas. At a subsequent duy’s sale of the above library, a collection of Old
half-penny Ballads and Garlands, pasted in three volumes, sold for 4771, 15s. and
a set of the Sessions Papers, from 1690 to 1803, sold for 378/.!!! This paragraph
was copied, abridged, or altered, in a number of other Papers,



58 NINTH DAY.

duty to preserve) a uniform, impartial, and steady course;
and who may be said, on that occasion, if not to have ¢ rode
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France’ but of Scotland—shews his full-beaming visage in the front ranks.
He bestows divers lusty strokes upon The Sevin Scages translatit out of prois in
Scottis meter be John Rolland, Edinb. 1578, 4to.—and evinces his own ¢ saga-
city’ in making himself master of such a treasure at the trifling cost of 371. 5. 6d.
The departure of Atticus from the field, like that of Agamemnon in the xith
book of the Iliad, was the signal for a most desperate conflict among the
remaining champions. But aNorser CaxTtoN is approaching!—and the
Glaucus of Booksellers is preparing to become master of it.

(- . . balf unsheathed appears the shining blade.)

He bears down all opposition ; and carries it off, at the point of the same sword
which just now appeared but ¢ half unsheathed,” for ... 836L Well done
Gowzr! for it was thy Caxtan-printed Confessio Amantis which produced this
enormous price. Bat soft. .. what follows ¢ hard upon?* A Cuaucen, printed
by Carton? No...It is a lovely MS. of that Bard ... and probably, with one
exception, the loveliest of the lovely! Glaucus has again entered the lists. His
falchion is now perfectly undrawn. A tremendous blow is struck. .. and this
most lovely of all lovely MSS. of Chaucer, with the aforesaid exception, lies
prostrate beneath his giaut arm for 357!! Now then, in right eurnest, the
battle becomes general and desperate upon the flanks and along the line: but
the subject is too serious, touching, and interestiug to be further treated iu a
picturesque manner! . .

From the MS. Chaucer, just noticed, to the next 80 or 90 successive articles,
inclusively, there were ¢ put up’ some of the most choice, curious, and rare
tracts of Exovisu PoeTRY that the reader can possibly imagine. They were
chiefly thin quartos, in the black-letter, printed by De Worde, Pynson, Copeland,
&c. &c. so that between one’s finger and thumb there might be held somewbere
about 5 or 600L worth of books. In this record of Boox-Mapness I will
unfeignedly confess mysclf to be among the greatest sinners. I gave (misera-
bile dictu!) 81.. for Hawy’s Pastime of Pleasure, 1517, 4to.; 65L. for the Castell of
Pleasure ; 60l. for the Love and Complayntes between Mars and Venus ; and 54{. for
La Conusance d’Amours (an English poem)!! Again: a further record of
unparallelled bibliomaniacism —301. for ¢ 4 Booke in English Metre called Dives
Pragmaticus—very preatic for children to rede!!! aud 51l for two little quarto
pieces of Spenser's Poems.®* With these tiny tomes I marched away—holding
them between my finger and thumb, and ¢ making homeward’ with a sort of

* Not one of these extravagant morceaus was for myself. I neither break-
fasted, dined, nor supped off any of them : for most essential ¢ reasons of state’
it is fitting that TH1S PACT SMOULD BE KNOWN,
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in the whirlwind,” at least to have ¢ directed the storm.’
But at length came Encrise Poersy ! !—and with that
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nervous precipitation. But what was this ¢ finger and thumb’ acquisition com-
pared with that which Mr. Foss grusped within similar extremities? Nor was
Mr. Triphook deficient in this manual exercise Let numbers 3257, 3273, 3318,
and 3320, record his enterprise and success. The Revd. Mr. Rice kept up,
during this dreadful day, all his former reputation and courageous valour:
proving himself to be an * Exemple of Vertu* in the acquisition uf Hawes's tract,
0 entitled, for 60L.—and bestowing 14l. upon the (royal) Essayes of a Prentice
in the Divine Art of Poesie, 1585, 4to. O day of unexampled courage, slaughter,
devastation, and phrensy !— unprecedented, and never again (it is hoped) to be
witnessed within the arena of an Auction-rvom! Let me here subjoin an
anecdote completely illustrative of the ¢ courage, slaugliter, devastation, and
phrensy’ exhibited on the memorabic day just alluded to. Some of the very
scarcest and most beautifully-conditioned copies of old poetry, sold on this day,
were the following, at the prices annexed :

3248 Chaucer’s Troylus and Creseyde, 1517, W. de Worde, 4to. 431, 0s.

3259 Lydgare’s Temple of Glas, ditto 28 7
3274 Contraverse bytwene a Lover and a Jaye, ditto 89 o
3275 Walter’s Tytus and Gesyppus, ditto . . 86 0
3276 Spectacle of Luvers, ditto . .43 0
5277 ——— Guystarde and Sygysmonde, 1532 ditto, . 54 0
3282 Disputacyon or Coplaynt of the Herte, ditto, . 87 16
3283 Coplaynte of a Lover’s Lyfe, . ditto . 58 0
3284 The Castell of Pleasure, . ditto . . 65 0
3285 Love and Complayuts between Mars and Venus, ditto . 60 O
8286 La Conusance d Amours, Pynson, . . . 54 0
3288 The Beaulté of Women, Wyer, . . . .2 0

The ¢ grand total amount’ (to speak emphatically, and according to precedent)
of the sums given for these slim and slender articles, was 538L 3s. ¢ But why
select these?' replies the reader. ¢ It makes good for my anecdote,’ I rejoin.
Kunow, therefure, and believe, that these very articles were formerly bound ¥ onz
YOLUME, in the collection of Dr. Farmer (see¢ Bibl. Farm. no 6451) which ¢ one
volume’ was sold for Twenty Five Guineas oNLY, at the sale of the library. The
volume was indeed ¢ with propriety deemed to be matchless.’ Yet another
mecdote—budding out of, or engrafted upon, the preceding. This Farmerian
volame was purchased by Mr. George Nicol, for the Duke of Roxburghe, at the
forernentioned sale. At that time my friend Mr. Heber was not so perfectly
wmellowed in his biddings as at present; being then comparatively a young
collector. He had Lowever a rare sprinkling of bis own of Euglish Poesie—but,
from respect to the supposed superiority of the Duke’s collection in the same
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came the tug and trial of war: Greek met Greek : in other
words, Grandee was opposed to Grandee ; and the indomit-
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departuent, he waived bidding for this ¢ matchless’ volume; and Mr. Nicol, in
consequence, may be said to have walked over the course. What a walking feat
was this, therefore!—and will all the pedestrian matches ever made, or to be
made, between the EaTons and the Baxers of the day, ever produce the sum
which that enchanting volume brought, when divided into parts, and cased in
dark red-morocco surtouts ? Mr. Heber however hath evinced marvellous resig-
nation upon the subject of which we are treating ; for, when these red-cvated
tiny poetic quartos were regularly put up under the hammer of Mr. Evans, it
was barely possible for him to strike a blow ; so heavily, thickly, and rapidly
did the dismissed javelins ring upon the sides of the volumes, and rattle about his
ears from all quarters! With the exception of the last four articles, the whole
were purchased for his Grace the Duke of Devonshire ; who, during the contest,
stood calmly behind Mr, Foss, and occasionally restrained the impetuosity of
his bidding.

The sensation produced by this day’s sale (May 26th) was marvellous in the
extreme. Those able book-champions, lauded in the text of Lisardo, under the
names of HorTENsius and PaLMERIN, were absolutely thunder-strack. The
former, in requesting me to dine with him at a future day (June 4th) writes
thus : * you will meet some bibliomaniacs, but not any so mad as those who
gave the prices we witnessed to day.’ The latter, in wishing me to meet a few
friends on the 6th of June following, had the cruelty thus to assail me in a dinner-
invitation note. ¢ What a prettyd .. 1 vou have raised in the book-circle!
Pray lay it again,” May 28th. In reply, I confessed my guilt—and Nisus-like,
exclaimed, ¢ Me, me, adsum qui feci—in me convertite ferram.” But I had the
good luck to escape both knife and fork being converted to the purposes implied
by the exclamation. DMr. Gutch, of Bristol, in a letter of the 5th of June,
expressed himself thercupon after the following manner : ¢ the Roxburghe sale
shews that the public avidity is not cne jot abated. T had a list of prices sent
me by this day’s post, which has made me stare indeed !’ The ¢ staring’ however
was by no means confined to Bristol . . . for the activity of the Monthly Maga-
zines quickly caused the eyes of the inbabitants of Dublin, Edinburgh, and even
of the ¢ ultima Thule’ to be vehemently distended on the occasion. For a minute
list of prices, consult Mr. Horne's Introd. to the Study of Bibliography, vol. ii.
p. 667, &c.

Yet a further elongation of this unreasonable note!? Even so : for, mark well,
Lisardo speaks above of Dramatic PoeTry following these miscellaneous
poetic gems of a more ancient date. My friend Sir M. M. Sykes, for whom I
had bought all the rare bijoux just noticed, had ¢ set his heart,’ as it were, npon
the first folio Shakspeare. Not having known the issue of the contest just
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able Atticus was compelled to retire, stunned at the repeated
blows inflicted upon his helmet. The lance dropt from his
hand, and a swimming darkness occasionally dimmed his
view—for on that day, the day of Waterloo among book-
battles, many a knight came far and wide from his retire-
ment, and many an unfledged combatant left his father's
castle t5 partake of the glory of such a contest. Among
these knights from a ¢ far countree’ no one shot his arrows
with more deadly effect than Astiacmus! But it was
reserved for RoMuLus to reap the greatest victories in that
poetic contest! He fought with a choice body guard ; and
the combatants seemed amazed at the perseverance and
energy with which that body guard dealt their death blows
around them !

Dramatic Poetry followed what might be styled rare and
early pieces connected with our ancient poets: but the
combat now took a more tranquil turn: as after a ¢ smart
brush’ for an early Shakspeare or two, Atticus and Corio-
lanus, with a few well known dramatic aspirants, obtained
almost unmolested possession of the field.
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described, aud being at that time at Sledmere, he wrote to me * fearing he had
not been successful ;’ but ¢ thanking me to purchase for him the first folio
Shakspeare, for which he would go as far as 70 or 80 guineas,’ and ¢ hoping that
the day would be more propitious to me—and that I should have purchased for
him the few articles he had set his heart upon.” I went therefore as a matter of
course to knock down every opponent who should lucklessly intervene between
myself and this said Shakspeare : but eheu! I got completely knocked down in
turn—and was stunned ere I had exchanged the first few blows ! The mysterious
Mr. Nornaville secured the prize for 100{. Monstrous! But BoxararTs could
afford to give imperial prices! Note : this is the Shakspeare of which the ¢ plea-
ssunt conceited iest’ is told in the Bibliomania, at page 701. It was however by
no means what is called a ¢ tip-top’ copy. In general, the dramatic department
of poetry was disposed of very reasonably ; and Messrs. Nicol, Triphook, and
Lowndes, may be said to have got quiet possession of the several articles they
were in pursuit of.
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At this period, to keep up our important metaphor, the
great RoxsurcHE Day of Battle had been somewhere half
gone through, or decided. 'There was no disposition, how-
ever, on either side to relax from former efforts; when
(prepare for something terrific !) the RomaNcEs made their
appearance ; and just at this crisis it was that more blood
was spilt, and more ferocity exhibited, than had ever been
previously witnessed.

Lorexzo. I can anticipate the important article in the
favourite class of collection to which you are bringing us.
The DecaMeroN of Boccaccro!?

Lisarpo. "Tis bravely conjectured, my Lorenzo: yes. .
when the hammer fell at T'wo Thousand T'wo Hundred and
Sixty Pounds upon the VaLparFER Boccaccro of 1471,*
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® the VaLparrer Boccaccro of 1471.] Perhaps the most notorious volume
in existence ; as the following very marvellous tale, connected with the sale thereof
in the Roxsuroue Lisrany, will abundautly prove. Mr. Nicol, in his avant-
courier of a preface, so saucily noticed by Lisardo, had not a little provoked the
bibliomaniacal appetites of his readers : telling them that ¢ in the class of Italian
Poets aud Novellists there were many very rare articles ; among the Novellists
was the first edition of Il Decamerone di Boccaccio, 1471. This was certainly one
of the scarcest, if not the very scarcest book that existed. It has iow (continues
he) for upwards of 300 years preserved its uniquity, if that term be allowable,’
see p. 10: and no. 6292 of the Catalogue. It was also previously known that
this very book had been a sort of bone of contention among the collectors in the
reign of the first two Georges. Lord Sunderland had seen it, and Lord Oxford
bad cast a louging eye thereupou ; but it was reserved for an ancestor of the
Duke of Roxburghe to secure it—for the gallant price of 100 guineas! This
purchase took place before the year 1740, for we find Marchand making allusion
to it in his Histoire de {'Imprimerie, 1740, p. 101-3, among the instances ¢ of
extravagant and excessive prices then given for rare books.” It had possibly
escaped notice as well as combustion (against the auathemas of Savonarola) in
former days, by having received the lettering of ¢ ConciLium TribExTtr)
What a ¢ ruse de Bibliomanie !’

1 have a perfect recollection of this ¢ notorious volume * while in the library of
the late Duke. It had a faded yellow morocco binding, and was a sound rather
than a fine copy. The expectations formed of the prubable price for which it
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the spectators stood aghast ! —and the sound of Mr. Evans's
prostrate sceptre of dominion reached, and resounded from,
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would be sold, were excessive ; yet not so excessive as the price itself turned out
to be.* The marked champions for the contest were pretty well known before
hand to be the Earl Spencer, the Marquis of Blandford (now Duke of Marl-
borough) and the Duke of Devonshire. Such a rencontre, such a* shock of fight,’

® My worthy friend, the late Mr. T. Johnes—of whose MSS. so much has
been said in the First Davy of this Decameron—bhad often cast a wistful eye
towards the acquisition of a few of the Rozburghe tomes. In a letter to me of
the 16th of May, 1812, he thus expresses his wishes thereupon: I thought
that I should not have been tempted ; but a few things bave since struck me,
and I trouble you now to consuit you about them. There are a few Alduses
hich I bave not got, and as you have my catalogue, I shall be much obliged if

ou would buy them for me. Among them is the first lot, the Aldine

ible, which was stolen at the time of the fire from my saved books. The others
which I want are but very few. I wish, in the first place, for no. 3210, Major
Pearson’s Collections of Old Ballads ; but I shall thank you to let me know for
what price you may suppose it will sell.” He then mentions a few other, very
subordinate, articles, and goes on thus: ¢ now you must allow that I am moderate.
I do not interfere with your black-letter lore, nor with any of the Romances, nor
the ranous Boccaccro, Caxton, &c. &c. and I trust that you will give me
credit for my forbearance.’

On the 13th of June ensuing he wrote again as follows : ¢ From what I read
in the Morning Chronicle, I suppose none of the books which I wished for at the
Roxburghe sale have been bought. Indeed I was not very eager about them,
and the shameful prices some of the books have sold for has astonished me. Iam
told that the oLb Boccaccio will bring 1000L. ! How are we ruined?! I shall
thank you for a line, ever so short, on Wednesday, to say what it sold for, and
who was the Hero that bought it. He should, if at the above price, secure a

in the New Bedlam. I thiuk you should give us an appendix to your

ibli ia, to celebrate properly such maniacs. We shall go from home, for a
few days, at the end of the month, and return on the 7th of July, when I shall
bope you may find leisure to recruit from the heat of auction-rooms by our fine
mountain-air.’ A week afterwards, he was pleased thus to moralise upon Boox-
Mapwzss. ¢ Much as I love books, I am really shocked at the prices they now
sell for . . . . I thauk you kindly for what you say of the Nos. 7067, &c. [« 4
curious Collection of Myitccllmm Tracts, printed from 1570 to 1700, 11 vol. 4to.
and of Historical and Political Tracts, printed from 1586 to 1700, 28 vol. 4to.”]
bat I am indifferent about them (as ignorant of their contents) and wish not to
buy unless at a very cheap rate, and f“supposc nothing sells there cheap. Sa:
104, or 12L. at the utmost; and if you can buy them ander that price, s0 m
the better. My reason for desiring them is, that fre?uently, in such collections,
wome very rare tracts are therein contained.” My friend had here additional
;ose for moralisation—for the tracts in question prodaced 55i. collectively!
The first lot was bought by the late Duke of Norfolk for 34l. and the second gy
Mr. Black for 211

Tbe sentiments of an English connoisseur were echoed by those of a Parisian

t and bibliographer of the distinguished name of Van Prakr.
Thet erudite bibliognost thus joked with me upon the subject of the Roxburghe
Sale, in one of his letters of the following year, March ¢, when the Imperial



64 NINTH DAY.

the utmost shores of Italy. The echo of that fallen hammer
was heard in the libraries of Rome, of Milan, and St. Mark.

Sare or Tax Roxsuronz Lisrary.
natarally begot uncommon curiosity. My friends Sir Egerton Brydges, Mr.
Lang, and Mr. G. H. Freeling, did me the kindness to breakfast with me on the
moming of the sale—and upon the conclusion of the repast, Sir Egerton's
carriage conveyed us from Kensington to St. James's-Square.
The morning lowered,
And heavily with clouds came on the day
Big with the fate of . . .and of . .. .

In fact, the rain fell in torrents as we alighted from the carriage and rushed
with a sort of impetuosity to gain seats to view the contest. The room was
crowded to excess; and a sudden darkness which came across gave rather an
additional interest to the scene. At length the moment of sale arrived. Mr,
Evaus prefaced the putting up of the article by an appropriate oration, in which
he expatiated upon its excessive rarity, and concluded by informing the company
of the regret and even ¢ anguish of heart’ expressed by Mr.Van Praet that such
a treasure was not at that time to be found in the imperial collection at Paris.
However, it should seem Bonaparte’s agent was present. Silence followed the
address of Mr. Evans. On his right band, leaning against the wall, stood Earl
Spencer : a little lower down, and standing at right angles with his Lordship,
appeared the Marquis of Blandford. The Duke, I believe, was not then pre-
sent: but my Lord Althorp stood a little backward to the right of his father,
Earl Spencer.  Such was ¢ the ground taken up’ by the adverse hosts. The
honour of firing the first shot was due to a gentleman of Shropshire, unused tv
this species of warfare, and who seemed to recoil from the reverberation of the
report himself had made!—* One hundred guineas,’ he exclaimed. Again a pause
ensued ; hut anon the biddings rose rapidly to 500 guineas. Hitherto, however,
it was evident that the firing was but masked and desultory. At length all
random shots ceased ; and the champions before named stood gallantly up to
each other resolving not to flinch from a trial of their respective strengths.

¢ A thousand guineas’ were bid by Earl Spencer—to which the Marquis added

Library had acquired the Boccaccio of Valdarfer (by an imperial ¢ ruse,’ of which
I know, but forbear to disclose, the history.) ¢ Nous avons tous été fort é&tonnés
du prix exorbitant auquel ont été portés é la vente des livres du Duc de Roxbnrsll,
Ia PrEMIERE EDITION DU DECAMERON DE Boccack, 1471, et le Recueil des
Historiens Troyennes de Caxton, 1474. Nos amateurs Francois de Livres du
xve siécle ne sont pas passionnés au point de commettre de tels actes de folic.
La Bibliothéque Impcriale ne seroit pas en état non plus de donner ces sommes
aussi excessives pour des livres qui ne sont pas uniques. Car on conndit du
Decameron plusieurs exemplaires, outre celui de la Bibl, Imp. Elie a de méme
Pédition de Mantua, 1472, qui est encore plus rare’ But qusmre ¢ plusieurs
exemplaires ?’ And thus much for a sus-NoTE.
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Boceaccio himself startled from his slumber of some five
hundred years; and Mr. Van Praet rushed (but rushed in
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“ten’ You might have heard a pin drop. All eyes were turned—all breathing
well nigh stopped . . . every sword was put home within its scabbard—and not a
piece of steel was seen to move or to glitter save that which each of these champions
brandished in his valorous hand. See, seel—they parry, they lunge, they
hit : yet their strength is undiminished, and no thought of yielding is enter-
tained by either . . . ¢ Two Thousand Pounds are offered by the Marquis". . . Then
it was that Earl Spencer, as a prudent general, began to think of an useless
effusion of blood and expenditure of ammunition—seeing that his adversary
was as resolute and ¢ fresh’ as at the onset. For a quarter of a minute he
paused : when my Lord Althorp advanced one step forward, as if to supply his
fatber with another spear for the purpose of renewing the contest. His
countenance was marked by a fixed determination to gain the prize—if prudence,
in its most commanding form, and with a frown of unusual intensity of expres-
sion, had not bade him desist. The father and son for a few seconds converse
apart; and the biddings are resumed. ¢ Two thousand two hundred and fifty
pnnds,’ said Lord Spencer! The spectators are now absolutely electrified. The
Aarquis quietly adds his usual ¢ ten”. . . and there is an xND or THE coNTEsT!
Mr. Evans, ere his hammer fell, made a due pause—and indeed, as if by something
preternstural, the ebony instrument itself seemed to be charmed or suspended
¢ in mid air.” However, at length down dropt the hammer . . . and, as Lisardo
has not merely poetically expressed himself, ¢ the echo’ of the sound of that
fallen hammer ¢ was heard in the libraries of Rome, of Milan, and St. Mark.’
It rung also round the shores of Italy ... but I am wandering. Of course a
great deal of gossip, and of serious and secret whispering, preceded and succeeded
the sale of this Boccaccio. I will not pretend to vouch for the accuracy of what
wasafloat : but it was said (and these* on dits’ are generally built upon a founda-
tion of rubbish) that the Marquis would not have gone beyond Fifteen Hundred
Pounds—if his noble relative (Earl Spencer) had not come down in person upon
the occasion : whilc the Duke of Devonshire is reported to have acknowledged
that Sixteen Hundred Pounds was his fixed ultimatum-bidding. These however
may be mere ¢ nuge,’ nor are they very essential if true. The price given for the
Vaipanrzr Boccaccro of 1471—may be truly said to have astonished the
whole Boox-WorLp. Not a living creature could have anticipated it: but this
might be called the grand ®ra of BisL1ioMANIA.

The News Papers® and Magazines of course got quick possession of the fact

® The following peragraph appeared in The Day for June 18, 1812, ¢ Yesterday
s competition took place at the Roxburgh Library Sale for the Decameron of
Boccacei, [sic !] a single volume, in small folio, printed in the year 1471 ; when,
after a most spirited bidding, it was knocked down to the Marquis of BLanprorD

VOL. 111, F
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vain) amidst the royal book-treasures at Paris to see if a
copy of the said VaLparFer Boccaccio could there be

SaLe or THE RoxsurcHE Lisrany.

just mentioned . . . but we must not lose sight of the prices of a few more extra-
ordinary articles of RomAuNT Lorg which marked the sequel of this unparallelied
day. The Philocolo di Boccaccio of Milan, 1476, was purchased by Mr. Norna-
ville for 38L 17s. The Fayt of Armes and of Chyualrye, by Caxton, 1479, was
consigned to the same hands (see vol. ii. p. 517) for 336l. The Andewarpe Jason
of 1492, to Mr. Ridgway, for 94l 10s. And now cumes another wonder!
The Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye, by Caston, was contended for by Sir Mark
Sykes, the Marquis of Blandford, and Mr. Ridgway—the latter of whom was
confessedly bidding for the Duke of Devonshire. It was beyond all doubta
¢ prime article;* as might have been expected from Mr. Nicol’s mischievous
preface so often noticed, where he had  tickled up’ this precious tome in the
following very tempting manner: ¢ among the books printed by Caxton, in this
collection, which, in point of condition and cleanness are unparallelled in any
library in the world, there is anotber instance with what attention his Grace
looked into books. In the first book printed by Caxton, with a date, the Recxyell
of the Historyes of Troye, folio, 1471, which is also the first book printed in the
English language, there is a sheet, (to use the technical expression of a printing
office) transposed, by which means the pages, and not the leaves, are misplaced.
This the Duke has distinctly noted, with his own hand, in the book. In the
same book is a very curions note, written on vellum, in an ancient hand, and
modernised by the Duke, which shews that this copy belonged to Erizanzrm
Grzy, Queen to Edward the Fourth'. .. ¢ This lady was sister in law to Margaret
Duchess of Burgundy, at whose command, and under whose patronage, Caxton

for 2260l The competition was between that Nobleman and BuoNaParTs's
t.

The Morning Herald and British Press had each the following statement : ¢ We
mentioned yesterday the price at which the Decameron of Boccaccio sold. Earl
SpencEr was the competitor with the uis of BLaNDrorp, the fortunate
purchaser, The Marquis proposed starting with five guineas, but Lord Spxncza
put it in at 100l. [This, it has been seen, is incorrect.] When the Marquis bid
the last 10l Lord S. said, ® I bow to you.” The engagement was very fierce,
and at its termination there was a general «“ Huwa!” [No! it was a quiet
plaudit of hands.] Presently after, the Marquis offered his hand to Lord S. saying,
¢ We age good friends still1” His Lordship replied,  Perfectly—indeed, I am
obliged’you.” ¢ Soam I to you,” said the Marquis, * therefore the obligation
is mutoal.® He declared that it was his intention to have gone as far as 50004
Before, he was possessed of a copy of the same edition, but it wanted five leaves ;
« for which five leaves,” as Lo . observed, ““ he might be said to have given
2260l."—A bookseller, by order of Bonaparte, bid 2000, for the Boccaccio,
which Dz Buxne [sic! pro Dz Bure] told the auctioneer, when he was in
Paris, was the only great desideratum in Napoleon's library.” The Gentleman's
Magaxine, for August, 1812, did not fail to arrange, in témpting battle-array, all
the accounts before promulgated of this extraordinary transaction.
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found! The price electrified the bystanders, and astounded
the public!
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says this book was translated and printed. Itis not therefore surprising (concludes
Mr. Nicol) that Caxton preseuted so fine a copy of this book to his Queen, and
the sister-in-law of his patroness.” Causcs are adequate to their effects, It
cannot therefore be matter of astonishment that the forementioned book-knights,
goaded by a description so strong and so fascinating, shewed all their mettle in
order to acquire this delectable tome. Sir Mark vigorously pushed on his courser,
6ll 500 guineas were bidden: he then reined in the animal, and turned him
geatly on one side ¢ toward the greensward.' More hundreds are offered for the
beautifal Efizabeth Grey's own copy! The hammer vibrates at Nine Hundred
Guineas ! The sword of the Marquis is in motion : and he makes another thrust—
“One thousand Pounds !’ Let them be ¢ Guineas,’ said Mr. Ridgway, and guineas
they were!® The Marquis now recedes. He is determined upon a retreat—
another such victory as the one he has just gained, must be destruction . . .
and Mr. Ridgway bears aloft the beauteous prize in question — but a thousand
guineas for a Caxton—* simple persone.’! Shall we say * Excidat ille dies ®vo?*
By no means: for why should not William Caxton hold up his head as high as
Christopher Valdarfer? and yet that rogue of a Christopher beats him by the
altitude of a thousand guineas.

Let us go on some little further in recording the gallaut deeds of this deathless
day. Mr. Nornaville, that ¢ man of mystery’ (but without an ¢ iron mask’) is
again preparing for action ; and 110L are given by kim for The Mooste Pytefull -
History of the Noble Appolyn, Kyng of Thyre (see no. 6353) printed by our
beloved De Worde in 1510. But the spear of Lord Spencer again glitters in
the fight ; and he bears off, at the point of it, ¢ The History of Blanchardyn and
the Princess Eglantyn’ (un1qQuE, but unfortunately imperfect) for 2154 ! A rich
and rare conquest—and well was the Noble Lord entitled to the acquisition of

® Lord Spencer had previously possessed himself of the precious volume, here
contended for, by offering, within two or three months of the Roxburghe sale, two
hundred Pmdl for the same, to the then owner of the copy which had been
formerly in Steevens's collection, and was bought at the sale of that library for
14L 3s. 6d. (see no. 1150.) It was, at that time, the largest sum ever offered
for a Caxton ; an offer, which exceeded my own express wish and entreaty, to
his Lordship, by 501 and with which offer the owner of the treasure expressed
himself (as ﬁe well might) abnndan‘:i satisfied. No doubt, like Mr. Gutch, he
must have ¢ stared’ a little upon finding it above sold at so enormous a price!
Bat such a co wiu\mifue—aud had, moreover, an old and scarce print (cne
of Israel Van ken’s, I think) inserted within it. Note however. NriTHER
of the copies here discoursed of was perFEcT. Lord Spencer’s wanted the first
leaf, and the Duke of Roxburghe’s the last. Further be it known—that, on the
day preceding the sale of the volume here mentioned, Lord Spencer had pur
chased an extremely imperfect copy of the French Recueil (sec uno. 6201) for
1160 115, This was as it should be.
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What boots it to recount minutely the various achieve-
ments which marked the conclusion of the Roxburghe
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such a treasure: for, ¢ some years agone,’ himself and the late Duke tossed up
who should possess this very vqlume, for 10l. 10s., when it lay at old Mr. Payne’s!
The Duke won: but the Earl now wins—yet think, courteous reader, of the
difference of the wear and tear of the respective victories. Who comes forward,
%0 briskly and so determinedly, in yonder front rank? "Tis Atticus—recovered
from the Guy Earl of Warwick coutest. (See p. 57, ante.) What provokes such
mettle? Look yonder. .. The right pleasaunt and goodly Historie of the four Sonnes
of Aimon,’ a tall and * goodly’ copy, in red morocco binding, and printed l:y his
favourite Copeland in 15541 See our Typog. Antig. vol. iii. p. 157. This is the
¢ golden-apple’ that tempts onr romance-loving Atticus! He wins—and hastens
to eat this apple of gold : for which not fewer than fifty two golden guineas
are given.  Terque quaterque beatus!” But thou hast bled profusely, brave
Atticus, for this ¢ golden treasure.” The noble Marquis appears again in the
¢ tented field:* and well do I remember the tough contest, which I bad the
temerity to engage in, with a champion of such approved courage—but ‘tis The
Lyfe of Virgilius, printed by Dusborough at Antwerp, with wood-cuts, in 4to.—
and The Storye of Frederyke of Jennen, with wood-cuts, printed at the same place
in 4to.—and more especially The Storye of Mary of Nemegen, with wood-cuts,
which ¢ provoke the fight!’ I fraukly acknowledged my defeat—not however
till I had inflicted upwards of one hundred and seventy strokes (alias, had bidden
1701.) for these three precious little quartos collectively. I was more lucky in
obtaining (for myself, but afterwards given up to Lord Spencer) Wynkyn De
Worde’s edition of La Morte d’ Arthur, of 1498, perfectly unique, for 311 10s.—~
as well as The Palace of Pleasure, of 1575, for 42l,: the latter, expresaly for Sir
Mark Sykes : thus renewing, what my excellent friend Hortensius is pleased to
call, the sweetening system. What a day was this Romaunt DAy !=—producing to
the coffers of the representatives of John Duke of Roxburghe, somewhere
between five and six thousand pounds: a sum, more than that given for the zxTIRE
Corrxcrion! ¢ Euge’ and ¢ Pape '—but neither ¢ Ve’ nor ¢ Pudet,’ let us hope:
see vol. i. p. clx, note.

And now, let me conclude this book-chivalry recording note, with a marvel-
ously pleasant and abuudantly merry jest. It happened that Earl Spencer, upon
visiting his nephew, the Duke of Devonshire, a few days after the conclusion of
the Roxburghe Sale, was taken, by the Duke, to an old-fashioued mahogany
book case, with plate-glass doors. ¢ Open Sesame!’ exclaimed his Grace—and
what, think you, was seen therein! Notbing more nor less thau ALy THE BOOX-
RARITIRS AND DAINTIES which the said ¢ mysterious’ Ma. Nornavirrs had
bought, pending the sale—not for Bonaparte, forsooth, as the wise ones had
predicted '—but for the Owxza of the said ¢ plate-glass door’ ¢ old fashioned
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contest, or to describe, in the manner of Homer, the melan-
choly devastations which followed that deathless day? The
battle languished towards its termination; but, notwith-
standing, in Classics, History, and Antiguity, there was
oftentimes a disposition manifested to resume the glories of
the earlier part of the day—and to shew that the spirit of
BisL1ioMANIA was not made of poor and perishable stuff.
Ilustrious be the names of the Book-Heroes who both con-
quered and fell during the tremendous conflict just described!
And let it be said that Jorx Duke oF RoxsurcHE hath
deserved well of his country and the book-cause.

Lozenzo. That is readily granted. But did there not
arise, from this ever-memorable book-fight, a sort of Society
or Club, entitled ¢ The RoxsurcuE CLus? * I have heard
strange things of that said Club.

mahogany book-case.” Loud was the laughter, and ¢ right pleasaunt’ were the
Jokes, in which these Noble Book Champions indulged upon such a ¢ mervelous’
sight! It had, however, for three quarters of a minute only, a sort of enchant-
ment-like effect upon bis Lordship!—as he told me on the self-same day.
However, when the remaining fourth quarter of the minute had ceased, enchant-
ment gave way to a hearty and right commendable congratulation thereupon!
® The Roxsvrcne Crus.] This ¢ Society’ or ¢ Club’ took its rise at the
bouse of Hortensius. The reader, at page 60, ante, may have noticed au invita-
tion to dinner (sent to me by the said Hortensius) to take place on the 4th of
June, 1812—little apprehending the important results of that dinner. On the
dearance of the Gottingen-manufactured table cloth, before commended, (see
page 28) the Roxburghe Battle formed the subject of discussion : when I pro-
posed that we should not only be all present (if possible) on the day of the sale
of the Boccaccio, but that we should meet at some  fair Tavern’ to commemorate
the sale thereof? ¢ Agreed,’ exclaimed Eumenes—and Palmerin said ¢ ay’ as
beartily as the rest. The Boccaccio day arrived, on the 17th of June. Meanwhile
1 bad prevailed upon Lorenzo and Atticus to join us, and upon Earl Spencer to
take the chair upon the occasion. Earl Gower and Viscount Morpeth were also,
I bebieve, enlisted into the commemorative circle. We met some 18 in number,
, 3t the St. Alban’s Tavern, St. Alban's-Street, now Waterloo-Place—but my
friend Mr. Haslewood (who, with our mutual friend Sir Egerton Brydges, soon
fell futo the scheme) preserves a drawing of the tavern as it then stood, and
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Lisaevo. Of the ¢ strange things’ which you may have
heard, I neither know nor will pretend to say aught in
justification or opposition: since it is a matter of perfect

moreover, of the members, in the order in which they first sat down within the
same tavern. A precious morceau, some centuries hence! The utmost cordiality
and good humour prevailed.t Lord Spencer did not appear to have suffered the

t The News Papers and Magazines, wherein are duly chronicled ¢ the living
manners as they rise,’ soon caught hold (as might have been expected) of the
establishment of this distinguished bibliomaniacal Club. Accordingly, the first
meeting was thus noticed in the Gentleman’s Magazine for July 13, 1818, by
a ¢ young Templar,’ as is shrewdly suspected. ¢ ANNIVERSARY oF THE BinLio-
maN10-RoxnurorE CLus.—Amongst the important events of latter times,
there are few that have excited a greater degree of interest than the transactions
which took place at Roxsuronz-House in July, 1812. The warfare in St.
James's-Square was equalled only by the courage and gallantry displayed on the
plains of Salamanca about the same period ; and History will doubtless relate
these celebrated feats in the same volume, for the information and astonishment
of posterity. As a Pillar, or other similar memorial could not be conveniently
erected to mark the spot where so many Bibliographical Champions fought and

red, another method was adopted, to record their fame, and perpetuate

this brilliant epoch in lite annals. Accordingly, a phalanx of the most
hardy veterans has been enrolled, under the banner of the far-famed Valdarfer’s
Boccaccio of 1471, bearing the title of the Roxsurcue CLus. As their
roceedings are too momentous to perish with the fleeting page of a news paper,

. Urban is requested to inscribe them on the adawantine columus of the
Gentleman’s Magazine.

¢ The first Anniversary Meeting of this noble band was celcbrated at the St.
Alban’s Taveru, on Thursday the 17th uit. being the memorable day on which
the before-named Boccaccio was sold for 2260l The Chair was taken by Earl
Spencer (perpetual President of the Club,) supported by Lords Gower and
Morpeth, and the following gentlemen, (amongst the absentees were His Grace
the Duke of Devonshire, who was prevented atteuding the Aunive; b
indisposition, the Marquis of Blandford, and Sir M. M. Sykes, Bart.) viz. Sir i
Brydges, Messrs. W. Bentham, W. Bolland, J. Dent, T. F. Dibdin (Vice Pre-
sident,) Francis Freelinﬁg. H. Freeling, Jos. Haslewood, Rich. Heber, Tho. C.
Heber, G. Isted, R. g, J. H. Markland, J. D. Phelps, T. Ponton, jun.

. J. Townley, E. V. Utterson, and R. Wilbrabam, Esquires. Upon the cioth
being removed, the following appropriate Toasts were delivered from the Chair :

¢ 1. The cause of Bibliomania all over the world. 2. The immortal Memory of
Christopher Valdarfer, printer of the Boccaccio of 1471. 3. The immortal Memeory
%William Caxton, first English printer. 4. The immortal Memory of Wynkyn de

orde. 5. The immoﬂd';e[emory of Richard Pynson. 6. The immortal Memory

Julian Notury. 7. Theimmortal Memory of William Faques. 8. The immortal

emory of the Aldine family. 9. The immortal Memory of the Stephens. 10. The
immortal Memory of John Duke of Roxburghe.

¢ After these, the health of the Noble President was proj , and received
by the company, standing, with three times three. Then followed the health of
the worthy Vice President (proposed by Mr. Heber), which it is scarcely neces-

to obscrve was drunk with similar honours.
¢ The President was succeeded in the Chair by Lord Gower ; who, at miduight,
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indifference to the Members of that Society what opinion
the public may be pleased to entertain of them. The Rox-
burghe Club was formed upon a special occasion, for a pur-
pose exclusively bibliomaniacal ; and the members chose to
make the 17th of June, the day on which the Valdarfer

Jeast from his recent contest for the Boceaccio——and I will not dissemble the
justifiable pride of my heart, when I found myself, as Vice President, and sitting
at the bottom of the table, Taz Fatrzr of this iLustrious CLus! My friend
Mr. George Isted, also a member of the same, is a little disposed to contend
with me for the houour of such a distinguished title. Claims to parentage
are, I am well aware, sometimes'of a very equivocal nature ; bat I cannot suffer
myself to be * non-suited’ in this case. The Society originatod as I have speci-
fically mentioned; and origin and parentage are surely synonymous terms. Mt.

yielded it to Mr. Dent ; and that gentleman gave way to the Prince of Biblioma-
niscs, Mr. Heber. Though the night, or rather the morning, wore apace, it was
not likely that a seat so occupied should be speedily deserted ; accordingly, the
L purple stream” ceased not to flow, till “ Morning oped her golden gates.”

¢ The Roxburghe Club is limited in number to 31 members, and one black ball
is fatal to the candidate who offers himself upon a vacancy ; so that a Director-
ship of the India Board, or of the Bank of England, will henceforth be a situation
of comparative insignificance. In future, therefore, no child can be said to be
portionless whose father is a RoxsuRGHER, as one of their Reprints will doubtless
prove an ample provision !

¢1 have now, Mr, Urban, performed my object, in furnishing you with some
account of this glorious day ; and you will readily admit, that when the origin of
this Institution, and the vast and interesting schemes which it embraces, are well
considered, the Roxsurone CLus must be regarded, in a national point of
view, as conferring dignity and importance upon the land that gave it birth,

¢ With my hearty wishes for the success of our first toast, in which you will
cordially jom, “ The cause of BiaL1oMAN14 all over the world,”

« I am, Sir, your’s, &c TeMPLARIUS.”

The last meeting was thus noticed in the Times News Paper for 1816
‘Roxsurcrz CLus.—The fourth anniversary dinner of this extraordinary Club,
of black-letter notoriety, took place on Monday last at Grillon’s, in Albemarle-
Street. We have more than once made our readers acquainted with its origin
and object ; and we lave now only to record the scene of gaiety and good-
bumour which distinguished its fourth anniversary meeting. | Spencer, the
President, took the Chair as usual, surrounded by his noble relatives and friends,
the Duke of Devoushire, Earl Gower, Viscounts Morpeth and Althorp, Mr. R,
Wilbraham, Mr. Heber, and a long and illustrious list of Bibliomaniacs; with
the reverend Author of the work, which has given rise to such mischief, at the
bottom of the table, as Vice President. Our readers, we fear, will not be much
benefitted by an eunumeration of the toasts usually given on this occasion ; com-
mencing with ¢ the immortal memory of Christopher Valdarfer, and running
through all the chauges of typographical harmony till the ¢ waning night grew

old,” when they ccased with that of « the illustrious memory of the Stephanine
fllll'l .l; )
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Boccaccio was knocked down, the ahniversary of their meet-
ing. Ilearn that they disport themselves ¢ right merrily*
upon this their bibliomaniacal anniversary ; and that Gran-
dees, of the first book-calibre, equally grace and enliven the

Isted says he proposed it to be an ¢ annual’ meeting. Let us therefore both
¢ divide the crown—yet I am quite confident that a similar proposition was
entertained and urged by myself with all the zeal that I was master of.

Our laws are few aud simple ; and indeed we may be said to be governed by
what my Lord Coke, and after him Mr. Justice Blackstone, calls the ¢ lex non
scripta.” It was proposed for each member, in turn, according to the order of
his name in the alphabet, to furnish the Society with 2 rEPrINT of some rare
old tract, or composition—chiefly of poetry; #nd Mr. Bollaud volunteered as
the first reprinter. The first year, however, turned out to be a fallow one.
Nothing was done in the way of reprint. Disappointments unexpectedly arose
in the frustration of Mr. Bolland’s schemes—and it was not till the third meeting,
or the Second Anniversary, that the Society were delighted with the reprint (in
the black-letter,) of Lorp SurrEY’s poetical version (the first specimen of blank
verse in our language) of the Second Book of the Eneid ; from the press of Mr.
A. I Valpy. Meanwhile the Society had been increased, and had attained its
full number—rmIRTY-ONE. After the dedication to the Club (as usual in every
reprint) the names of the Members are inserted in Mr. Bolland’s, and in every
subsequent reprint, in the following order :

EarcL Srencer, K. G. PresipenT.

The Duke of Devonshire. Francis Freeliug, Esq.

The Marquis of Blandford.® George Henry Freeling, Esq.
Earl Gower. Joseph Haslewood, Esq.
Viscount Morpeth. Richard Heber, Esq.

Viscount Althorp. George Hibbert, Esq.t

Sir Mark Masterman Sykes, Bart. George Isted, Esq.

Sir Egerton Brydges, Bart, Robert Lang, Esq.

William Bentham, Esq. Joseph Littledale, Esq.
William Bolland, Esq. Edward Littledale, Esq.

James Boswell, Esq. James Heywood Markland, Esq.
Rer. William Holwell Carr. John Delafield Phelps, Esq.
John Dent, Esq. Thomas Ponton, Junr. Esq.
Rev. T. F. Dibdin, V. P. Peregrine Towneley, Esq.

Rev. James William Dodd. Edward Vernon Utterson, Esq.
Rev. Henry Drury. Roger Wilbraham, Esq.

The works which have been reprinted and distributed at the two following

® Now Duke of Marlborough. t Late Rev. Thomas Cuthbert Heber.
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assemblage by their presence. Their number (for reasons
which I neither know nor can guess at) consists of Thirty
One; and to secure a succession to the first vacancy, in this

‘anniversaries, are these: 2. Dolarney’s Primrose, 1606, 4to. 8. Newes from
Scotland declaring the damnable Life of Doctor Fian, a notable Sorcerer, who was
burned at Edenborough in Immuaric last. 4. The three first Books of Ovid de
Tristibus, translated into English (Metre) by Thomas Churchyarde, 1578, 4to.
(each at the Shakspeare Press.) 5. Caltha Poetarum : or The Bumble Bee, com-
posed by T. Cutwode, Esg. 1599, (printed by Mr. Bensley ) 6. Poems by Richard
Barnfield, 1598, 4to. (at the Auchinleck Press; of which in the Tenth Day.)
Thus the fallow year made the subsequent ones, upon true agricultaral principles,
only the more rruiTruL. I must not however omit to notice a strange and
¢ right merrie conceit’ of my friend Mr. George Henry Freeling—which ¢ was
euacted’ at the last year’s meeting. From his intimate knowledge of witchcraft
(for to him we were indebted for the ¢ damuable life of Doctor Fian’ aforesaid)
he kept up a sly intercourse with the imps of Mr. Bulmer, and caused s most
mysterious black-letter morceau to be printed, by way of supplying the place of
a French-roll within the napkin upon each of our plates. That black-letter
morceau, entitled ¢ La Contenance de La Table’ (much more precious than every
other culinary morceau of which we could possibly partake) bad the following
dedication: ¢ To the Roxburghe Club, this reprint of a rare Manual for the
Beravious orYourn a1 Tasrz, is dedicated and presented for their Edification
and Improvement by their faithful and obedient Servant, A Member.” The hit
was a happy one ; and the surprise and delight of each member, upon di ring
the said morceaun within his napkin, was ¢ right pleasaunt’ to behold :—and few
enjoyed it more than our Noble President, and his Grace thc Duke of Devon-
shire, who sat at his left hand. There was one copy only of this book printed
UPON VELLUX, very exquisitely indeed, which was presented by Mr. G. H.
Freeling to his Father. Let us say with Lisardo, at the conclusion of the ¢ Eighth
Day’ of this Decameron, ¢ innocent indulgences, venial extravagances, these!’
The works with which the Club are promised to be gratified on the following
meeting, for this present year of our Lord, 1817, are these: Historia &c. di due
Nobili Amanti, &c. (the original story of Romeo and Juliet) from the edition of
Benedetto Bendoni at Venice, without date); Cocke Lorelles Bote, printed from a
unique copy in the Garrick Collection, by W. de Worde ; Livre du Faulcon, from
the original edition of Verard ; the Interlude of Mundus et Infans, from an unique
copy by W. de Worde—~the preceding being executed at the Shakspeare Press:
the Glutton’s Feaver, by Thomas Bancroft, from a unique copy, printed by Mr.
Bensley ; and Baldwin's Funeralles of Edw. V1. printed by Mr. G. Woodfall. Mr.
Haslewood had indeed (with that keen sensibility attached to every thing which
belongs to female talent, for which he is so eminently distinguished) encouraged
us to hope for a repriut of the ‘Mcry Gestes of the Wydow Edyth,’ from the press of
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most select and extraondinary ¢ Table Ronde * society, is, I
understand, a point of the very utmost difficulty. Nay, the
succession even to a Vacant Garter is scarcely of more
difficult obtainment !

PuiLemoN. I presume, like all dinner associations, the
Members of this Club quaff their tokay and hermitage with
unremitting diligence, and .. .

Lisarpo. Softly, I pray you. ¢ The Members of this
Club ’ make ¢ tokay and hermitage * very subordinate con-
siderations. They have their toasts—numerous, I admit—
but of a nature calculated to excite the most generous and
enthusiastic sensations.

Avrmansa. May the ladies presume to be indulged with
the hearing of some choice few of these toasts ?

Lisarpo. Willingly. Thus, the Noble President, after
removal of the table-cloth (but whether that cloth be of
Gottingen, or Dresden, or Hamburgh manufactory, I will
not take upon me to determine) proposes, ¢ The immortal
memory of John Duke of Roxburghe —which is succeeded
by proposing the #mmortal memories of Christopher Valdarfer
—of Sweynheym and Pannartz— Fust and Schoeffher—

BeLinpa. Enough, enough ! — though I have not for-
gotten the eulogies conferred upon these typographical
worthies by Lysander, in the FourTa DAy of our Biblio-
graphical Decameron . . .

Lisarpo. The whole concluding with ¢ The Cause of
Bibliomania all over the World I’

Rastell (see our Typog. Antig. vol. iii. p. 87) and I had flattered myself with
bringing forward a reprint of that unique tome entitled ¢ Dives Pragmaticus, .
a boke very preattic for children to rede, in English metre: but obstacles, not
necessary here to be meutioned, have frustrated the fulfilment of such bopes.
The ¢ Widow’ and the ¢ preatic’ child’s book must be reserved for the following
year. ¢ Le bon tems viendra.”
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Avmansa. Town I like this last sentiment exceedingly ;
and am perfectly disposed to say ¢ amen’ to it.

Lysanpes. Thanks for your Roxburghiana. Proceed
now, brave monarch, with the notice of other Book-Battles
fought within the metropolis of the empire.

Lisarpo. The year ensuing the Roxburghe Contest was
most singularly marked by bibliomaniacal sparring —or
rather, by downright sabreing—at book auctions. It should
seem indeed, that, after the wonderful event just described,
every man began to fancy he had aVarLparrer Boccaccio;*

® every man fancied he had a Varparrzr Boccaccio.] This is by no means
a mere flourish of fiction on the part of Lisardo, as the reader shall be presently
convinced. Within forty-eight Lours of the commemoration of the Roxburghe
sale, Lord Spencer, as the disappointed bidder for the true Boccaccio, received
more than ope letter filled with allurements to become a purchaser of that
exquisite treasure: and editions, of all ages and sizes, were deemed to be the
true edition in question.  His Lordship, for full three weeks ensuing, continued
to receive similar epistolary communications. Bat, as might have been expected,
there was not a syllable of accuracy in any of them. Meanwhile the door of
Mr. Evans was besieged with cargoes of books, purporting to contain fine copies,
ot only of the Valdarfer Boccaccio, but of other rare works which were sold at
the Roxburghe sale: and I think I have a perfect remembrance of being present
when Buxtorr’s Hebrew Concordance was taken out of one of these cargocs—
supposed, by the owner of the said cargo, to be nothing less than the Boccaccio
in question. [Felicitous conjecture! Another cargo also contained Speght’s Edition
of Chaucer, purporting to be a Manuscript of Chaucer, of equal beauty with the
one noticed at page 58, ante. Again, enviable discovery! Mr. Nicol could also
tell * A. C. mery Talys’ connected with supposed discoveries of Valdarfer
Boccaccios, Catton Ch s, and Wynkyn de Worde Morte Arthurs.

Bat I will tell at least one tale upon this unique subject. Upon the sale by
auction of the property of a late distinguished cbaracter, known in the vicinity
of St. James's, as well as in the fashionable circles of the metropolis, oNE voLUME
was held in especial reservation—and not suffered to be publicly disposed of.
Upon this volume, the agent for the disposal of the property of the deceased did
me the honour of a consultation—for what should this said volame be—but,
nothing more or less than—the Valdarfer Boccaccio !? I listened td the commu-
nication with infinite satisfaction; for now, peradveature, ¢ thinks I to myself,’
Lord Spencer shall be a match for the present Duke of Marlborough—in the
Valdarfer department of bibliography. ¢ Sir,’ said the ageat, ¢ I can bring it to
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to attach a disproportionate value to his book-treasures; to
draw them from their covert-holes or hiding places ;—and to

you." ¢ 'Tis a stout folio,’ I replied, ¢and will require a large pocket and a great
deal of coaxing for entrance to boot.’ ¢ A stout folio?’ ¢ Yes, somewhere upon
13 inches by 9. *Dear Sir, 'tis a quarto, I assure you.” ‘Then it must be most
inhumanly cropt—but bring it—and voyons.” He came, he brought, aud I saw ;
’twas a common Venetian reprint of somewhere about 1721, in quarto. The
preceding for ¢ Home NEws’ respecting the Boccaccio.

Asroap the sensation produced was equally unprecedented and ridiculous,
My friend the Rev. received, upon his arrival at Paris, some twelve
menths agone,the following ¢ letter of advice’—as I believe they call these commu-
nications in the commercial world. ¢ Monsieur, un depédt curieux de monuments
historiques se distingue parmi les curiosités de la Capitale. Vous y trouverez sur
nos plaisirs, nos costumes, &c. des Livresrares ; il y en a qui ont précédé I’époque
de PImprimerie : MSS. avec miniatures antiques, On y peut voir LE BEAU
Boccace sur la ruine des Grands acheté a Londres G. 22000~et que joffre & prix
bien moderé! Ainsi que de jolies Bibliothéques portatives, commodes pour les
étrangers voyageurs, avec cartes, postes, &c. atlas et poesies anciennes, rares,
d'éditions gothiques, et autres. J'ai 'honneur d'étre,’ &c.

There is something, methinks, vastly original and happy in the union of the
« seau Boccace’ and the ¢ jolies bibliothéques portatives,’ in this Parisian morsel
of bibliographical intelligence. But in Italy the effect was very extraordinary. A
report had obtained here that a certain collector at Milan was absolutely in
possession of the TRUE Valdarfer Boccaccio, and was disposed to part with the
same. Mr. Foss (the partner of Mr. Payne, so often mentioned in these pages)
accordingly sct out upon the Boccaccio pilgrimage—authorised to purchase the
copy, if perfect, for Earl Spencer. The season was cold : indeed it was mid-
winter—when, standing upon the poop of the vesscl, between Dover and Calais,
Mr. Foss indulged in the first stanza of his favourite song :

¢ Then adicu to Old Eugland, thy white cliffs adicu!
May the gale be propitious which wafts me from you.’
&c. &c. &c. .

The gale however was not ¢ propitious,’ in a bibliographical sense; for although
Mr. Foss reached Paris, and afterwards Milan, with perfect safety, he was
unable to accomplish the object for the sake of which he had taken shipping at
Dover. The owner, in the meanwhile, had heard of the price for which the
Roxburghe copy of this said Boccaccio had been sold ; and put a veto even upon
the sight of the golden fleece for which our bibliomaniacal Jusou had ventured
upon the salt seas. DIr. Foss returned heavy-hearted and untriumphant. He
believes (and I join in the belief) that the said Milanese collector was never in
possession of the book ! A cruel stratagem.

The year following this memorable adventure, rather than exploit, Mr. John
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suppose that, by some secret talismanic power, they assumed
the properties of the philosopher’s stone by converting
whatever they touched into gold! Accordingly, in the year
1818 were sold, by Messrs. Leigh and Sotheby, the col-
lections of Dr. Gosser and Rarer WiLLET, Esq.—the
latter more particularly known under the name of the
MzzeLy Lisrary. At Mr. Evans’s, the sale of the well-
known library of STANESBY ALCHORNE, but more parti-
cularly of that of the late CoLONEL STANLEY, gave an
extraordinary stimulus to the passionate lovers of rare and
beautiful books within the vicinity of Pall Mall: while the
collection of HoeNE TookE, disposed of by Messrs. King

Payne, nephew of Mr. Thomas Payne, set off upon a continental excursion for
the purchase of the Raimondini Collection of Ald and the well known
Borromeo Collection of Italian Novels and Romances. In his journeyings in
Italy he bappened to hear of a very choice collection of early books belonging to
the Abbate Tommaso de-Luca : whose house was situated amidst frightful acclivi-
ties, in the territory of Cadore in Friuli. But what can stay the progress of
an ardent youthful bibliomaniac, burning for the sight and the possession of
Jensons, Valdarfers, and Alduses!? Accordingly, Mr. John Paync readily scaled
all these acclivities—and, without the aid of hot vinegar, he found the most pro-
jecting and granite-grained rocks in every respect pliable to his progress. He
reached the house of the Abbé in question ; who had been busied in reading an
old thumbed Milan News Paper—and who with an arch look, and emphatic tone
of voice, exclaimed, * here I see what prices you give in England for raze books—
but if the Valdarfer Boccaccio brought 2260l what would not yonder Aretin’s
version of Phalaris,® uron vELLUMN, produce?’ ¢ Risum teneatis ?—but Mr. John
Payne did suppress down-right laughter : giviug only a sort of mirthful expres-
sion to the curl of his upper lip. Thus infatuated were collectors both abroad
aod at bome. The answer to the Abbé’s question would be, ¢ somewhere about
thirty pounds*—ay, even if the vellum had been executed in the office of Zarotus!

® The book in question is thus described (at page 21) of the Abbé’s own
catalogue of his books: ¢ Phalaridis Epistol ab Aretino latine facte. Tavisii,
Ger. de Flandria, 1471, 4. cum Pictura elegantissima e¢jusdem wmtatis.”’ It forms
one of five articles—* impressi in bianchissime Pergamene, e conservati in maniera
che sembrano dal Torchio usciti di fresco.” The catalogue, which is alphabetical,
consists of 286 closely printed pages, and has the following title : ¢ Catalogo di
wa Pregevole Collesione di Manoscritti e di Libri a Stampa delle piu ricercate
Edisieni, Venezsia, della Tipografia di Alvisopole,” 1816, 8vo.
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and Lochée, completed the book-auction annals in this same
year. )

There is little time, I fear, to dwell minutely upon each ;
but I may commence the book-auction annals of the year
1813 by observing that the library of LEripus, or of Dr.
Gosset,* was select, wellchosen, and afforded an excellent
opportunity for the classical scholar, or devoted collector of
theology, or belles-lettres, to enrich his stores, and thus
increase his knowledge. "There was scarcely any large paper
here; or any particular temptation from splendour of
binding—but, generally speaking, the copies were sound,
clean, and perfect, and clad in very respectable and even
desirable covertures. The Gosset Battle was very evenly
and methodically fought ; and throughout the contest very
little hard fighting or few extraordinary feats were exhibited.

Not so—as the next in chronological order—was the
StaNLEY TourNAMENT !+ I call the sale of Colonel

® the library of Lzrrous or of Dr. Gossst.] For the character of the owner,
read page 5, ante: for an account of the prices for which a few of the cheice
articles were sold, consult Mr. Horne’s Introduction to the Study of Bibliography,
vol. ii. p. 651.

t the StanLey Tounxamznt.] While the reader follows Lisardo in his
vehement or rhetorical style of description, I choose to disport myself ¢ at the
foot’ of such description, in a few pertinent, and, let me hope, not wholly
uninteresting remarks~connected with the sale of the beautiful library in
question. Mr. Horne, however, (vol. ii. p. 674) has been so copious in his
specimens of the rare articles contained in it, and the prices for which they were
sold, that scarcely any thing, in the same department, is left for myself. The late
Colouel Staniey was eminently distinguished for his choice and taste in biblio-
maniacal collections. He was a well-versed scholar, a finished gentleman, and
an honest man, botl iu his public and private capacity, and had been many
years member for Lancashire. Induced, by an honourable motive, to get the
most for his collection, just at the period when it was -sold, he resolved upon
disposing of his Library by public auction. His neighbour, and I may add, old
acquaintance, Mr. R. H. Evans (who had now established his reputation as a
Book-Auctioneer) was selected by him for executing the important object in
agitation. The Colonel lived within a few doors of Mr. Evaus, and frequent
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Stanley’s books rather a tournament ; because the opposing
knights came caparisoned in gorgeous trappings, upon

SaLE or TRE STaNLEY LiBRARY.

were the opportunities which I had, and enjoyed, of seeing the progress of
cataloguing (as it is called) going on in the house of the owner of the treasures.
It must be confessed that, even at first sight, the effect of these treasures, clad
in the bibliopegistic vestments of the binders above specifically noticed by
Lisardo, was most delicious to the eye of book taste and book knowledge. Copies
¢ bound out of sheets’—tall copies—uncut copies—unique, or illustrated copies—
what symptoms of the bibliomaniacal disease were here visible !

The report of the condition and character of the StaNLEY Lisrary soon
circulated abruad ; and it is almost needless to add that such report was most
favourable. What Ariostos, B ios, Cancioneros, &c. were shortly to be
exhibited to the public eye! At length came on the sale—on the 30th of April,
and the seven following days. The first Giunta Vitruvius of 1513, brought 11L.;
Vincentio Saviolo’s Use of the Rapicr and Dagger, 1595, 4to. provoked many
thrusts and ¢ palpable hits’ by the respective combatants—owing chiefly to a
piquant, or fight-provoking, notc appended thereto by Mr. Evans. Lovely
copies of the ornithological labours of Edwards, Latham, aud Lewin, produced
about 48L a piece—while a matchless coloured copy of the large paper folio
Buffon, in 10 volumes, was purchased by the Duke of Devonshire for 1261,
These were noble beginnings! Messrs. I. and A. Arch were the brave and
fortunate possessors of oNE of thc TWELVE LARGE rAPER copies of Bishop
Wilson’s edition of the Bible, for 58L 16s. The first day’s sale concluded at the
142d article, producing 11101 15s.  Greek, Lagin, and Italian poetry, marked
the second day’s sale. The Marquis of Bath secured for his own fine library the
large paper set of Vulpius's Catullus, Tibullus, and Propertius, at 28l. 7s. (bound
in russia, out of sheets) his Majesty's Library gave 211. 10s. for Steevens's copy
of the Elsever Virgil of 1676. Messrs, Arch again stepped forward, and obtained
the folio Dante of 1757, for 871. 16s.: Mr. Heber became ¢ all alive’ as the
Italian authors shewed their tempting fronts—and down fell the hammer upon the
Tasso of 1590, 4to. (* fine copy from the Mazarine library’) which he secured
for 10L. Mr. Triphook now hegan to draw his ¢ rapier’ from its scabbard : he
gave 36L 15¢. for the Didot Tusso of 1784 ( illustrated with 114 drawings’)
and 22L 1. for Boiardo’s Orlando Inamorato of Milan, 1539, 4to: add to which,
19L 19s. for the Orlandino of Venice of 1526, 12mo. The Ferrara edition of the
Orlando Furioso of 1528, is purchased by the Duke of Devonshire for 63l.—a
magnificent price l—but Mr. Heber displays equal, if not greater, magnificence in
the obtainment of a set of * popular legends composed for the amusement of the
people, chiefly of Florence,” which were contained in one green-morocco-coated
quarto tome, and knocked down to him for 73l 10s. He yet perseveres, and
obtains the Cento Novelle of Brugiantino, printed at Venice, for 18L 18s.
Fortunate warrior! The second day’s sale produced 10114 3s. 6d.
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coursers reined in by golden bits, and with weapons rather
calculated for shew than for slaughter. The whole sale bore

SALE oF THE STANLEY LiBraryY.

Here are no limits for such a minute dissection of the following days. A few
of the remaining curious articles must therefore assume the following order:
premising, that the reader must consult Mr. Horne’s work, or the catalogue
itself, for the notes accompanying most of the ensuing articles—which, as Lisardo
has well observed, do their author great credit :

426 Shakspeare’s Plays, 1623, folio, in fine preservation, bound in

russia by R. Payne, Purchased by Mr. North, . 871 16s. 0d.
427 The same . . . . . 1632, folio, Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 13 26
428 The same (portrait and title inlaid) 1664, Purchased by the Marquis

of Bath, . . 16 16 0
429 The same, fourth edition, ﬁne copy, 1685, Purchaed by Mr.

Collins, 7 96
430 The same, 1733, 8vo. 7 vol. enriched witb ms. not.es, Purchmd

by Earl Gower . . 1111 0
445 Dialogus Creaturarum, &c. 1480, follo In every respect an

exquisite bouk both for size, condition, and bmdmg by R. Payne :

Purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, 42 0
464 Brusonii Facetiarum Lib. VII. folio. Romaa.i.'sla, folio, I’urchard

by Mr. Triphook, . 40 190
479 Cento Novelle Antike, 4to, wnthout date, enremely rare Purchased

by Earl Spencer, . 59 17 0
481 Boccaccio Il Decamerone, dc Grgm, Veunet. 1516, 4t0. Count

Hoym’s copy ; in exquisite condition, Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 63 0 0

(1t cost Colonel Stanley 51, 5s.)

482 Boccaccio 11 Decamerone, 1527, 4to. Genuine edition, Purchased

by Mr. Duleu, . 35 14
500 Musuccio Il Novelino, 1492, folio, ﬁne copy, (table wanting)
Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . 38 o0

511 Giraldo Cinthio gli Hecatomithki Mont. Reg. 1565, with all the

dedications, bound in yellow morocco, Purchased by Mr. Dulaw, 22 1 0
518 Novelle del Bandello, 1554, 4to. 3 vol. with the 4th. part

printed at Lyons, 1573, in all 4 vol. Orig. edit. fine copy, red

morocco Purchased by Mr. Clarke . . 2170
669 Painter’s Palace of Pleasure, 1566,4to, bl. mor. Pcm:hmd by Mr. ‘

Triphook 3 00
670 Fenton’s Tragicall Dnscouraea,1567, 4to. Purclmed by Mr. Triphook 13 2 6
715 Los quatro Libros del valoroso Cavallero Don Cirongilio de Tracia,

&c. Sevil, 1545, Purchased by Mr. Triphook . . 5 oo
716 Espeio de Principes, y Cavalleros, 1617-13, folio, 4 parts in 2 vol.

Purchased by Mr. Heber . . . .3817 0
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a sort’ of chivalrous aspect—produced, from the exqui--
site volumes of which the Stanleian library was composed.
Uncommon pains were taken in the formation of the cata-
logue by Mr. Evans; and the result proved that such

Saie or TAE STANLEY Lisnary.

718 Tirante il Bianco, Vineg. 1538, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Arch 14 14 0
724 Cervantes’ Don Quixote de la Mancha, Madrid, 1605 and 1615,
2 vol. first edition of each part, Purchased by the D. of Devonshire 438 0 0
725 The same, Madrid, 1608. Second edition of the first part : revised
by Cervantes, Purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . 12120
726 The same: Madrid, 1780, 4to. 4 vol. morocco. Purchased by Mr.
Freeling . . . .
768 Ciceronis Opera, Elzev. 1642, 12mo. extraordinary fine copy (let
me add ¢ extraordinary fine price”) morocco. Purchased by Mr.Wey,18 7 6
853 Froyssart’s Chronicles, 1525, folio, by Pynson and Middleton. The
beauty of the copy cannot be surpassed. Purchased by Mr.
Triphook . . . . . 3817 0
918 MAlonstrelet’s Chroniques de France, Paris, 1572, folio, 3 vol. in
2, large paper. See some notice (at vol. ii. p. 478) respecting
this matchless copy. Purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes . 136 10 0
The last, but on no account the least, article in this exquisite collection, with
which I shall trouble the reader with any account, was the Dz Bry: a name
and a work which remind the curious collector of all the toil, pain, and penance
which he may have endured in the collation of his own copy. Colonel Stanley’s
¢ exemplar’ was bound in 7 folio volumes; and, being ¢ most beautiful in every
respect, might, from the profusion of duplicate plates’ and parts, be deemed
onique.” Mr. Evans bod done every thing, in the way of commendatory
annotation, which a book-vendor could possibly accomplish. The appetites of
the cognoscenti were sharpened to the utmost : and the sale of the De Bry was
the last article in the last day’s sale but one. A great company attended ; and
expectation may be really said to have stood upon ¢ tip-toe.” I will not record
the intermediate biddings ; but the Duke of Devonshire, who stood with perfect
composure at the bottom of the table, watching the progress of the biddings, and
himself making his ¢ shot tell’ in turn, was the LasT BrDDER—aNd tbe fortunate
of this princely set of volumes, for 5461.! Let it however be known
the: last bidder suT onx was the present recorder of the transaction: and
that, exclusively, on his own account—from a simple and unsophisticated
sdmiration of the treasure in question—and without one saccharine particle (see
page 53) mixed up in the elements of competition. The biddings were leisurely,
and as it were at minute-gun intervals. Upon the cessation of the contest, all
teadency towards opposition entirely ceased on my part. My congratulations
were spoutaneons and bearty ; and I afterwards leamnt that His Grace (who had,
VOL. IIT. G

17 66



82 NINTH DAY.

pains had not been thrown away. The collection was indeed
(as I have heard the vendor of it more than once exclaim)
his ¢ favourite.” Something so choice, so rare, so recherché
in each department of literature !—and contained in copies,
of which the very VireLLius of voluptuously-conditioned
books might have shouted aloud in the acquisition! Here
were Roger Paynes, and Herings, and Staggemiers, and
Walthers, and De Romes and Padaloups, in their very per-
fection. Rich as the collection was known and allowed to
be previous to the sale, the prices for which several copies were
sold, and the total produce of the sale, even astonished each
curious speculator, and went far beyond every previous calcu-
lation. Ifever alimited collection shewed the taste, judgment
and liberality of its owner, it was the collection formed by
the late lamented CoLoNEL STANLEY. And what gives it a
more original character is, that it was the second, of any
importance, upon record, which was disposed of during the
Bife-time of the owner!

The Stanley Sale achievements had hardly concluded,
when, within scarcely a fortnight of such conclusion, Mr.
Evans had the disposal of a portion of the valuable library

SaLe or TBE StaNLEY LiBRary.

much to his renommé, ¢ set his beart’ upon this treasnre) meeting Lord Spencer
just returning in his carriage from the House of Lords, made a sort of cheering,
by waving his hat round his head ; thereby implying the ¢ vici’ of Julius Cesar
upon the occasion! Such tokens of triumph are honourable to all men ; and the
higher the rank of the victor, the greater the splendor of the victory, They are
worth all the winnings upon all the race-courses in his Majesty’s united dominions.
The total amount of the sale of the Stanley Collection was 8232L: being upwards
of 1000!. per diem! This amiable Bibliomaniac stated to Mr. Evans that the col-
lection had cost him about 25001 but that from the great rise in books he fiattered
himself they would realize four thousand pounds ; and ordered Mr, Evans to
insure them for that sum at the Globe Office. And here take we leave of the
Stawixy ToURNAMENT: . . . a sight of greater bibliomaniacal joysunce having
bardly ever before, or since, presented itself within the arena of Pall-Mall !
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of the late StaNEssY ArcHORNE.* The Alchorne-Battle
lasted but a Day — yet, during the five hours which that
battle consumed, there was seen many a deed of note—

® Lidrary of the late StanzssY ALcuornz.] Mr. Horne commences his list
of * Catalogues of the principal British private Libraries,’ with that of the
Alchorne Collection : see his Introd. to the Study of Bibliography, vol. ii. p. 638.
His account however is necessarily brief, yet ¢ pithy and pertinent.’ I must
make, comparatively, large drafts upon the patience of the reader; for the men-
tion of the ¢ Alchorne Contest’ is like touching a full-sounding note, which
imparts to my ear a mixture of joyful and melancholy sensations. The sequel
will prove how this joy and sorrow are mixed together. Listen—lover of the
memories of departed bibliomaniacal heroes!—whose spirits glance by moonlight
across the stained-glass windows of your libraries, to gambol upon lawns, soft
and verdant as the velvet which enclose your romaunt or chronicle-lore! Again,
I say, ¢ list oh list.’

It was towards the end of January, in the year of our Lord 1818, that 1
received a letter from my late lamented friend Mr. Johnes (who, stme half
dosen years back, had purchased the Alchorne Collection of the worthy Thomas
Payne, ¢ Bookseller Extraordinary to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent’)
containing the momentous intelligence of an inclination, on his part, to dispose
of the collection in question, meutioning expressly the name and the pro-
beble wish of Esnt SpENCER to become the purchaser. Now it so happened
that his Lordship bad, formerly, received a tender of the very collection in
question —just afier it was sold to the said * Bookseller Extraordinary to His
Royal Highoess the Prince Regent ;’ but owing to his having, at that time, just
entered upon the important situation of Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment—in conjunction with Mr, Fox for the Foreign Department, and with Lord
Grenville as Minister—be had absolutely no time either to consider the proposi-
tion, or, if considered, to examine the books out of which such proposition grew.
Accordingly his Lordship declined the offer : but I must say, upon authority the
most unimpéached, (because it is his own) that a subsequent reflection produced—
if not ¢ a pricke of conscience, according to Father Hampole’s method of
considering such ¢ compunctitious visitings'—at least a sort of uncomfortable
feeling, and the * lateri [not ¢ lethalis’ ] arundo’ was discernible upon a close
inspection. No doubt, however, most of the books in question were duplicates.

Baut we maust not lose sight of Mr. Johnes's letter: < Wilkes (says he) used to
sy that he was an extinct volcano. I am an extinct collector; for although I
enjoy what I have, my plans are now taking an idler bent—for who am I toiling
for?t. . If you can recommend me a purchaser, I shall thank you; and as books,
smce I bought it [the Alchorne Collection] bave risen so amazingly, if Lord

¥ He bad at that time not long lost his daughter, and ouly child.
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many an heroic achievement—and much dealing of heavy
and lusty strokes. Such a contest could not but be san-
guinary ; and methinks I yet hear the shouts of yourself,

SaLE oF THE ALcHORNE LiBrARY.

Spencer will give me three times what I paid, it shall be at his service” T lost
no time in making his Lordship acquainted with such ¢ momentous intelligence,’
hecause I had very frequently beard Lim regret ¢ missing’ the Alchorne books.
His Lordship received my letter at Althorp, just as he was about to step into
his travelling carriage for his Grace the Duke of Bedford’s at Woburn—* I am
Just (says he, in a necessarily short reply) setting off for Woburn, and write in
great haste. The offer in your letter of yesterday is indeed a tempting one, and
I believe I cannot resist it, especially if Mr. Johnes should acceed to your
mitigated proposal.” I proposed visiting Hafod for the sake of examining the
books; but his Lordship thought such an undertaking, at such a time of the
year, perfectly unnecessary ; and thanking me for my zeal thus manifested on the
occasion—and trusting to his own supposed perfect recollection of the condition of _
the bodks in question—he consented to the terms, mitigated as they had been
by some conditional propositions on my part. -It boots not to talk of the value
and extent of the terms of payment. The bargain was struck. The books
arrived : but the memories of all parties, including even that of Mr. Payne,
turned out to be somewhat treacherous. There were dirty, and eke defective,
copies—and the duplicates were manifestly numerous. However, it was neces-
sary that the trenching or pruning knife should be again exercised in ¢ mitiga-
tion’ of pecuniary ¢ punishment ;” and I will do Mr. Johnes the justice to say
that he underwent the amputating operation with the unflinching intrepidity of
a martyr.

The preceding history accounts for the origin of the sale about to be mentioned.
Out of the 120 numbers or articles, of which the Alchorne Collection consisted,
not fewer than 45 (among which the whole of the Caxtons were included) were
purLicaTes. Ouly one of these duplicate Caxtons (The Boethius) bettered his
Lordship’s copies: the rest were disposed of, as sbout to be described. The
acquisitions, among the other books retained, were chiefly as follow : several
scarce pieces in quarto, and some fine volumes in folio, from the press of Wynkyn
De Worde ; with the St. Alban's Chronicle of 1483, wanting hawever the last
leaf. The early Latin Classics were almost all duplicates. With the foregoing
exceptions it was resolved to sell the whole of the Alchorne-Hafod books, adding
thereto such other duplicates as his Lordship might possess. The sale was, as
Lisardo emphatically says, a ONE-DAY FiGHT—and certainly such a ¢ day’ had
uever before occurred on the spot where the battle was fought. There were
¢ Incunabula Typographica’ of nearly every description, for every palate! The
News Papers thus prepared the public for the contest : ¢ The Biblio-Mania seems
to Lave been rather excited than satiated by the late sales of the Roxsuronz
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brave Lorenzo—and of Arricus and HorTENsIUs—in
proportion to the devastation which was committed ! ..
Lorenzo. 1 lpok upon my achievements on that day to

Sarx or THE ALCHORNE LiBraRY.

sod STANLEY collections. We observe that a long list of ALbuszs and CaxTons
is again coming under the hammer, on the 22d inst. The Atcrornx collection,
which, together with some extraordinary early Classics from Lord Srexcer’s
library, is then to be sold, will, it is to be hoped, supply our typographical
antiquarians with enjoyment for the ensuing half year.’ Times. Mr. Evans’s
advertisement did not a little contribute to fan the bibliomaniacal flame ; for thus
was the sale announced in the Morning Chronicle. ¢ Rare Booxs.—By
Avction, by R. H. Evans, 26, Pall-Mall, on Saturday, the 22d instant, a
Portion of the valuable LisraBy of the late Stanessy Arcmonne, Esq.
containing various rare and first editions, printed in the 15th Century, including
some of the scarcest and most interesting specimens of the presses of Gutenberg,
Fust, Schoyfer, Mentelin, Vindelin de Spira, Schuzler, Aldus, &c. and some of
the rarest articles in the infancy of printing in England, by Caxton, Lettou,
Machlinia, Wynkyn de Worde, and Pynson. To which are added, the Duplicates
of s Nobleman. The whole will be sold on the 22d instant.’

Subjoined to the early printed books were a few short notes, with the letter D
affixed : for the accuracy or inaccuracy of which 1 considered, and still do consider,
myself responsible. At length came on the day—fair, joyous, and such as
promised Richmond ar earnest of victory previous to his Bosworth-field brush
with Richard! I will not dissemble the sensations I felt before and during the
sale. Having been in a great measure instrumental to the ¢ striking of the bargain,’
and having been highly gratified by the prompt and gallant spirit evinced by
Lord Spencer in making good the same—in other words, in advancing the sum
finally agreed upon—I was naturally and necessarily anxious that he should, on
no account, be a loser in the end! . . But we must now hurry to the field. Mr.
Evans has taken his chair of presidency and umpirage. The combatants have
sharpened their weapons, and, upon elevation of his wand, ¢ out fly some score of
flaming swords.” At first the contest, as usval, is languid. Books of every day
occurrence fall with little effort on the part of the bidder. Mr. Bolland made
the first desperate thrust, and carried off * Spenser's Complaintes, 1591 (first
edition) for 8L 8s. Sir M. M. Sykes is the second hero in order in the record
of ¢ desperate thrusts '—and he gives 191, for the first Aldine Demosthenes of
1504. Messrs. Arch gallantly possess the Pynson Froissart of 1523-5, for
961, 15s. 6d. defective in the title of the first, and the last leaf of the second
volume. Mr. Payne springs forward to possess the blue morocco-coated Fabian's
Chronicle of 1533, for G6l. 6s.—~and now the mettle of each is more seusibly
provoked : their weapons fly faster and thicker: the battle burns on all sides,
and becomes perfectly general ¢ along the flanks’ as well as ¢ along the line.” Mr,
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have been singularly indicative of an heroic spirit . . . and I
think upon them with renewed satisfaction when I observe,
yonder, the fruits of such toils and struggles for victory.

SaLE or THE ALCHORNE LiBRARY.

Bolland again becomes ¢ mighty Victor, mighty Lord,’ and purchases Lesclabart’s
fac-simile of the Speculum Humane Salvationis, for 10l 15s. It is now lmg
past mid-day : the sun is declining: and two-thirds of the articles are already
disposed of. But at this crisis come on the Booxs PRINTED IN THE Firrzenta
Century—and here begins the tug and trial of war! Let us cease metaphor,
and read as follows: putting, in imagination, a laurel-wreath round the brow
of each victorious champion.

121 Joannis de Janua, Summa, quee vocatur Catholicon, 2 vol. First
Edition, and the Fourth Book printed with a date. Hic liber
egregius. catholicon. dnice incarnationis anni , 1460, Alma
in urbe maguntina nationis inclite germanice, &c. impressus

atque confectus est. purchased by Mr. Grenville, . 58 16 0
122 Ciceronis Officia. Printed by Fust and Schoeffher at Ments,
1466. 4to. purchased by Mr. Grenville, . . 26 15 6

123 Thom® Aquinatis Secunda Secunde. Folio. Consummati per

Petrum Schoiffher de Gernsheim Anno domini. 1467,die sexta
mens. marcij. purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . 13130

124 Lactantii Opera. Printed by Sweynheym and Pannartsz, at Rome.
Folio, 1468, purchased by Mr. Bolland, . . 15 00

127 Valerius Maximus. Printed by Mentelin. Without name of
Printer, Place, or Date. Folio, purchased by Mr. Grenville, . 40 00

128 Valerius Maximus. Printed by Schoeffher at Mente, Folio, 1471,
purchased by Mr. Grenville, . . 26 00

129 Valerius Maximus. Printed by Vindelin de Splra at Venice,
1471, folio, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . 14 14 0

130 Quintiliani Institutiones. Printed by Jenson, at Venice, folio,
1471, purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 7100
131 Suetonii Opera, Jenson, 1471, purchased by Mr. Heba' . 4 50

132 Orosii Historia. Printed by Schiizler, at Augsbourg, folio, 1471,
purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes, . . 2 00

1838 Tortellius de Orthographia. Printed by Ulnc Han and Simon

Nicolas Lucensis, at Rome, folio, 1471, purchaud Jor His

Majesty’s Library, . 15150
134 Tortcllius, De Onhograph;a. Pnnud by Jcnson at \'emce, folio,
1471, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . . 12 00

135 Justinus. Bound in russia. Printed by Sweynheym and Pannartz,
at Rome, folio, 1472, purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes, . 21 00
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Lisaspo. Let me add that, for a one Day-fight, there is
nothing like it upon record. The combatants were hardly
cooled when they betook themselves to the Horne Tooke-

Savrz or Tux ALcrorNE Lisrary.
135° Catullus Tibullus. (1472, folin.) purchased by My. Heber, . 1217 0
137 Catonis Magui Autoris moralitissimi Ethica pregnantissima. First
Edition. Auguste, 1475, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, 9 19 6
146 Eoclidis Elementa. Latine. Printed by Ratdolt, folio, Venice,

1482, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . . 11 00

154 Aristotelis Politica et Economica. Latiné. Without Name of
Printer, Place, or Date, folio, purchased by M. M. Sykes, . 13130

155 Chrysostomi Homili® in S. Mattheum. Without Name of
Printer, Place, or Date. folio, purchased by Messrs. Arch, . 7120

156 Horatii Opera. Without Name of Printer, Place, or Date, folio.
In blue morocco, purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes, Bart. . 8 70

158 Cicero De Oratore. Supposed to be printed by Vindelin de Spirs.
Without Date, Folio. purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes, Bart. . 14 00

159 Manilius. Printed by Hoensteyn, at Naples. Without Date.
Quarto, purchased by Mr. Heber, . . . 7T 70
So much for Greek and Latin. Let us next see the importance attached to
books printed in our mother-tongue during the xvth century : in other words, to

Books
Printep BY CaxTON.

166 The Game and Playe of the Chesse, translated out of the French,

&c. imperfect, purchased by Longman and Co. . 54120
167 The Book named Cordyale, purchased for His Majesty'’s Library, 127 0 0
168 The Chronicles of Englond, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, 63 0 0
169 The Booke called Cathon, purchased by Mr. Singer, . 51 90
170 The Doctrinal of Sapyence, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, 78 15 0
171 Fayttes of Armes and of Chyualrye, 1489, purchased by Longman

and Co. . . 601 O
172 The Golden Legend. By me Wyllyam Caxton, 1493, purchased
by the Duke of Devonshire, . 8219 0

178 The Boke of Cousolacion of Plnlosopby. purchaud by Mr. Singer, 53 11 0
174 The Chastysing of Goddes Chyldren purchased by Longman
and Co. . . . 94 10 0
PRINTED AT SA INT Auum.
175 Chronicle of Saint Albans, with the Fruit of the Times. Imperfect.
purchased by Mr. Singer, . . . . 15150
PrinTep BY LETTOU AND MACHLINIA.
176 Tenores. Nouelli Impssi p. nos. Johem Lettou et Willm de Mach-
linia i Citate Londinari, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, 42 0 0

® wanting the Tibullus, &c.
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Contest : in other words, to the sale of the library of that
singular and shrewd author of the Epea Pteroenta,® or the
Diversions of Purley. No doubt, a very laudable curio-

SALE oF THE ALCHORNE LiBRARY.

177 Vieux Abrigement des Statutes, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire27 0 0
178 Speculum Christiani. per Wilhelmum de Machlinia, ditto, . 34 13 0
179 The Cronicle of Englonde, (2 fragment only) purchased by Longman
and Co. . . 218 0
annn BY W\'vas DE Wonpx
180 Hylton's Scala Perfeccionis, The Ladder of Perffeccion. From the
Colophon we learn that this bovk was printed by Wyukyn de
Worde. ¢In Willyam Caxstons hows so fyll the case.’ Ano
Salutis. 1494, purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . 18 18 0

182 Vitas Patrum, 1495, purchased by Mr. Singer, . . 59170
183 Polycronicon, Enprynted at Westmestre by Wynkyn Thewcrde,
1495, purchased for Mr. Smger,’ . . 21 00

184 Legenda Aurea ; The Golden Legende. The frontlsplece is want-
ing; also a leaf containing lives and historics taken out of the
Bible, 1498, purchased by Longman and Co. . 1515 0
185 Bartholomzus de Proprictatibus Rerum, imperfect, but has the
last leaf, which is genenlly wanting. purchased by the Duke of
Devonshire, . . 13150
ann:n BY Pvmsou.
186 Diues and Pauper, red-morocco, by Me Richarde Pynson, 1493,
A perfect copy of the first book printed by Pynson: purchased

by the Duke of Devonshire, . 21 00
187 Intrationum Excellentissimus Liber, 1510, purchami by the Duke
of Devonshire, . . 43130

The Clock had struck sir (‘O Tempom!’ exclaim the spirits of Maittaire and
Hearne—) when the hammer fell upon the last article above noticed: and the
produce of this ¢ one day fight ’ was upwards of 1900t I bastened to commu-
nicate the result to the Noble Owner; when it was found, upon adding the
amount of the Alchorne Articles in the sale—to that of the sums allowed,
and liberally allowed, for the articles, from the same library, retained—that his
Lordship had ¢ brought himself home ’ within about 25/. Thus nice was the
calculation, and thus fortunate the result |

® The sale of the library of the singular and shrewd author of the "Exea
nﬂpoma,] The library of John Horne Tooke was begun to be sold by
Mr. Lochée, on the 26 of May 1813 ; and the sale lasted four days. The crack
article in the collection was ¢ Materials in MS. for a New Dictionary :* but there

t There were fifty copics of this catalogue struck off upon LARGE PAPER of
the size of the Bibliotheca Spenceriana ; to be bound up, if required, with that
work. Messrs. Arch yet possess a few of these copies for sale.
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tity was excited towards obtaining a few specimens of the
books of a man, who had made so much noise in his time,

Sarx or Hornz Tooxx's LiBraRy.

were a few other singular and uncommon specimens of the taste and learning of
the Collector. I will give almost the whole of these ¢ uncommon specimens.” -
98 Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France, with ms. notes

by Alr. Tooke, purchased by Mr. Heber, . 8l.12s. 0d.
138 Checke’s Hurt of Sedition, 1569, 12mo. purchased by Mr Perry, 2 30
144 Tullye’s Offices, &c. W. de Worde, 1531, 12mo. purchased by

Messrs. Arch, . . 3150
191 Complaynt of the Herte throughe perccd vnth the lokynge of the

Eye, W. de Worde, 4to. no date, purchased by Mr. Triphook, 30 0 O
194 Dives and Paupér, W. de Worde, 1496, folio, purchased by

myself; afterwards given up to Messrs. Arch, and now in the

possession of Sir M. M. Sykes, Bart. . . 16 16 0
274 Godwin's Enquirer, 1797, 8vo. with ms. notes by Mr. Tooke,

purchased by Major James . . 2150
75 Political Justice, 1796, 8vo. 2 vob with ms. notes by the

same ; but the 2nd volume xot cuT! . 2 20
279 A Goodly Treatyse or the Golden Pystle, 4to. W. de Worde,

purchased by Mr. Goldsmid, . 6 30

305-6 The Trials of Himself and Thomas Hardy,full of ms. notes : the

first purchased by Mr. Heber for 6l. 15s. the second by Mr.

Lochée for 51. 5s. . 12 00
310 Harris (W.) Versification of the Blble, 1578, 4!0 Purchased by

Mr. Wilbraham, . 2 30
(James) Three Treatises on Art, Music, and Happmen,

1744, 8vo. Purchased by Mr. G. Chalmers, . 2 5 0
516 Harris's Hermes, 1771, 8vo. With a great number of ms. notes

by Mr. Tooke. Purchased by Longman and Co. for the purpose

of enriching Mr. Todd’s edition of Johuson’s Dictionary, . 16 0 0
318 Hart on Orthographie, 1569, 12mo. Purchased by Mr. Heber, .6 6 0
350 Earl of Surry’s Songes and Sonnets, 1587, 12mo. (Eight lcaves

wanting). Purchased by Mr. Heber. . 8100
364 Johnson's Dictionary, 1753, folio, 2 vols. With a great number of

ms. notes, alterations, and emendatious by Mr. Tooke. Purchased

by Major James, but afterwards given up to Messrs. Longman,

and Co. for the purpose of enriching Mr. Todd’s new edition of

315

that work : . 200 00
425 Locke's Works, 1727, fol. 3 vols. ms. notes by Mr. Tooke. Pur-
chased by Mr. Maltby for the London Institution, . . 18 00

433-4 Lowth's Introduction to the English Grammar, 1767, 1769, 8vo.
Both these copies (with Tookéan proposed emendations) were
purchased by Mr. Maltby for the London Institution ; together - 9 11 0
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and who had evinced a philological taste and erudition
equally original, acute, and comprehensive. But I will be

Sare or Horne Tooxe’s Liprary.
440 Lydgate’s Styringe of Kynge Henry the fyfthe, &c. 1531, 4to.
Printed by Redman. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 15
441 Lye's Dict. Saxon. et Goth. &c. 1772, folio, 2 vols, Purchased
by Messrs. Longman_and Co. for Mr. Todd's new editioh of

Johnson's Dictionary, 34
442 Lyfe of Petronella. Pynson. Wn.hont date 4 Ieaves wormed.
Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 6
4438 Lyfe of Edwarde Cofessoar, &c. 1533, 4to. Prmted by W de
Worde. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . 14
474 Miracles of the glorious Vyrgin, 1530, 4to, Printed by W. de
Worde. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 13
476 Monboddo’s Origin and Progress of Language, 1773, 8vo. 2 vols.
ms. notes by Mr. Tooke. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 5

479 Mornynge Remembrance of the Countess of Richmond and
Darby. W. de Worde, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Tripkhook, . 9
562-3 Priestley’s Doctrine of Philosophical Necessity, and Disquisi-
tions, with ms. notes. Both purchased by Mr. Heber, . 5
570 Lytell Boke, that speketh of Purgatorye, in verse. Printed by
Wyer, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 17
585 Reed’s Inquiry into the Iluman Mind, 1769, 8vo. with ms. notes.
Purchased by Mr. Stace, . 2
594-5 Ritson’s Remarks on Shakspeare, 1783, 8vo. Two eoples, with
ms. notes : the first purchased by Mr. Cuthell, for 4l 4s.; the
second for 7L 2s. 64. by Mr. Stace, . . . 11
658 Spelmanni (H.) Glossarium, 1687, folio ms. notes. . 3
660 s (J.) English Works of 1727, folio. ms. notes of Tooke.
Purchased by Mr. Stace, 5
661 Spenscr’'s Works, 1805, 8vo. 8 vol. wn.h ms. notes by Mr. Tooke
Purchased by Mr. S. Rogers, 6
759 Stanyhurst’s Virgil, 1583, 4to. (Imperfect ) Purchﬂed by Mr
Utterson, 15
760 Gawin Douglas’s Vlrgxl 1710, foho wnth ms. notes by Mr. Tooke.
Purchased by Mr. Cuthell, . 4
773 Wallis’s (J.) Gram. Ling. Anglic. 1765, 8vo. wn.h ms. notes by
Mr. Tooke. Purchased by Mr. Heber, 2
775 Warton’s History of English Poetry, 1774, 4to. 3 vols. vm.h ms.
notes by Mr, Tooke. Purchased by Mr. Stace, . .9
806 A very numerous Collection of Cards and Volumes in quarto, &c.
a preparation for a new Dictionary by Mr. Tooke. Purchased
by Mr. Brookes, . . . . 43

00
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free to aver, that the greater, or at least the better, part of
critical purchasers of these Tookéan tomes, were disap-

Sarz or Horng Tooxx’s Lisrary.

The preceding specimens may be useful in giving a notion of the particular
character of the collection under consideration, and in specifying who are the
present owners of copies which were enlarged, if not enriched, by the ¢ ms. notes*
of their Iate learned possessor. It will be seen that politics, philosophy,and phi-
lology, were the chief marks of the intellectual propensities of John Home
Touke : nor will it be a matter of surprise with those, who knew the character of
that vain and marble-hearted citisen of the world, that no copy of the Bible=—
save a black-letter metrical version of it (see no. 310, above, for the mere
purpose of philological consultation) or of the Gentleman’s Calling——was found
within the same collection. Mr. Tooke must stand or fall as a philologist, and
bis"Exea ITvegoevra will for ever secure him from a break-neck tumble. Asa
lexicographer, or etymologist, he will probably not be cousidered in the most
cxalted point of view. Lisardo has not caricatured his accouut of the general
cowplexion of the ms. addenda et emendanda Horn-Tookei Within five months
after the sale of the library here described of, I went over, in company with
our mutual friends AureLivs and NEnxN1vs, to spend a philological day with
the able and amiable editor of Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary—at his rectory at
Coulsden, chiely (as he had requested) that we might take a leisurely survey of
the treasures contained in the Tookéan volumes. Mr. Todd was sufficiently
enveloped by these diffuse lucubrations. Sometimes we found him a little
alurined on account of a Macbeth like dagger marginal embellisbment—and some-
times perfectly dazzled by the splendour of a star—within the same margins!
Anon, there would be a coarse hand, pointing to what was invisible, or compre-
hensible only to the designer of the said hand : then again we observed three
or more portentous marks of admiration~and the greater part of Lye, Skioner,
and Spelman, scribbled or adorned with the like ms. addenda et emendand
Mr. Todd has now made himself perfect master of the whole of the Tookeian
system of lexicography ; and to say that his own labours will not be beuefitted by
such a master, would be to advance a very naughty falsehood : but to say that
they will be benefited in proportion to the expectations raised, or to the money
expended, would be to advance a falsehood of equal naughtiness. So quaint,
queer, and extravagant are sometimes the said ms. addenda Tooktiuna, that Mr.
Todd is compelled to conclude that our Horne was disposed to quiz or hoax his
friends and future readers! The present editor of Johuson's Dictionary stands
in no absolute need of the labours of John Horne Tooke. Now that he possesses
them, he will doubtless engraft what is good, and reject what is evil, from his
own rich philological stores. The day is shortly coming when he will ¢ rest
from these Jabours: and every lover of the religion and literature of his
country (of each of which Mr. Todd has long been a distinguished ornament)
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pointed : for a vehement and perverted love of politics had,
in too many instances, usurped the place, or biassed the
decision, of pure philological enquiry and criticism. I speak
entirely with reference to the manuscript notes in the mar-
gins of the said ¢ Tookéan tomes;’ for I have seen with my
own eyes, as well as understood from the testimonies of
those upon whom the most unqualified reliance may be
placed, that in very many pages of very many volumes,
there were mere squibs and crackers of personal obloquy, or
of general unqualified abuse of religion and of ¢ the body
politic’—which appeared to be ¢ let off® with a wantonness
that would have disgraced a school-boy of thirteen !
Nevertheless, in one or two instances some determined book-
mettle was shewn, and some loud-ringing blows were in-
flicted upon the rattling helmets of the philological knights
who came express for the contest.

The Book-Auction fights of the summer of 1813 may be
said to have ended with the sale of the library of Jomn
HorNE Tooxe.* Winter came; and with that wiater of

must earnestly hope that such ¢ rest’ may be succecded by a commensurate
reward. The names of Nicovrsox, and TaNNER are now exclusively remem-
bered by their philological attainments. But there are rewards which sit more
pleasantly and comfortably upon ccclesiastical heads than even mitres !

® the book-auctions of 1813—ended with the sale of the library of Joun Hornz
Tooxe.] Not exactly so, either: for Lisardo has either forgotten, or does not
think it worth while to mention, tl:e sale of a very choice collection of books, in
generally-beautiful condition, which belouged to the late Rev. L. DurEns,
F.R.S. F.S. A.—for let us meet out to every man his full measure of titular con-
sequence~more especially when, as in the present instauce, a propensity be
manifested towards the same copi of m We will first say a word
or two, by way of proheme, respecting the owner of this ¢ chvice and beautiful’
library. Some few years before his death he published a work entitled
¢ Mémoires d'un Foyageur qui se repose.” The reposing traveller was Mons.
Dutens himself ; and the work contsined all the vanity, without the wit and
cloquence, of the Confessions of J. J. Rousseau—upon which some have supposed
it to be in part modelled. 1 was well acquainted with Monsieur Dutens, and bad
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the same year there was fought, under the hammer-guidance
of the venerable Leigh, such a fight, as, take it for all in all,
the like again hath not been witnessed since the memorable
day of the Roxburghe battle. I would be understood here

frequent opportunities of witnessing how completely, in every respect, his well
dreseed circular peruque was a sort of personification of his mind. He had
talents—such as ingenuity, upper-form learning, and a vivacious spirit of research
and of expression. These were all arranged in precise order, (like the curls of
the said peruque) and were obedient at a moment’s call. He was therefore
loquacious in company, and had the best possible opinion of his own conversa-
tional powers. Yet he seemed to be impressed with a convictiou that his talents
were not so fully appreciated by the male, as by the female part of his auditory ;
and he was always ¢ making play’ to sustain his expiring reputation with the
former, by every possible effort to elicit applause from the latter! Thus, on the
announce of dinner (as I have often witnessed) it was ¢ a marvel’ (so Caxton
would have expressed it) to see our Octogenarian,

« « « o of amber snuff-box justly vain,

And the nice conduct of a clouded cane,

looking complacently around, to select some favourite bas-bleu to take his arm, and
join him in leading off the descending procession to dinner. He was indeed 2
sort of literary ¢ Sir Plume ;’ and a more determined courtier, in domestic life, was
never imported from the country which gave him birth. What is droll, he had
the living of Elsdon, one of the dreariest spots in Northumberlaud, and fancied
that no one was such a favourite with his congregation as himself : because that
congregation seldom or never saw his countenance, or,when seen, could not exactly
comprehend the language which he uttered! He was one of the heartiest men, for
his time of life, that I ever beheld ; but then he had all the advantages of lettered
ease—a gently-rolling chariot ; a well-aired, rather than a well furnished, house ;
asociety which kept good hours, and a reputation which rather made him sought
after than otherwise. His activity continued almost undiminished to the last; and
1 have scen him at the semi-gothic mansion of a well known Baronet, situate not
very many furlongs from Putney Bridge, exercise the queue at the billiard-table
with surprising alacrity and success. He might be said to have almost had a
presentiment of his dissolution ; for not many weeks before his death he called
upon all his friends, in the said ¢ gently-rolling chariot,” to return them their
letters : and himself not loug afterwards expired with scarcely a struggle or a
groan,

is Library was sold by auction by Mr. Clristie, in the summer of 1818 ; and
whether it be that that distinguished public vendor of property possess less at-
traction in the vendition of tomes than in that of pictures, kouscs, and lands—it shall
ot be here determined ; but the attendance was slack, and the prices for which the
articles were disposed of were comparatively moderate. Mr. Triphook attended,’
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emphatically to allude to the Willez Contest, or to the sale of
the MeRLY Liszary.* That memorable battle commenced

and lost nothing that conld contribate to his own reasonable profits. He boaght
a most beautiful copy of the French Hudibras, by Towneley, in red morocco ; and
a young collector, with a well-regulated taste, might, at the sale, have possessed
himseM of treasures which should have excited the envy of a veteran. A
prettier sprinkling of Elscvirs, Bleaus, and Barbous, hath been rarely witnessed !

® the sale of the MerLY Lisrary.] Mr. Horne (vol. ii. p. 684, &c.) has been
so full and particular in his extracts or specimens of the prices of the rarer
atticles in this well known library, that it would answer little or no purpose to
turn up the grouud again which has been so successfully cultivated by himself.
1 shall therefore willingly, and perbaps judiciously, recommend the reader to the
pages just referred to. Meanwhile let me notice a remark—that the Brarro-
MANIA is said to have raged morc furiously at this sale than even at the
Rozxburghe : but this observation is somcwhat hasty and unfounded. Without
doubt the MErLY Lisrary was well sold ; and there was no lack of mettle, or
deficiency of conrage, among the knights, or their squires, (as Lisardo not
unhappily expresses it) who appeared within the arena of conflict. I had myself
large commissions from Earl Spencer and Sir M. M. Sykes; but Messrs. Long-
man and Co., Mr. Triphook, aud Mr. Booth, were competitors not likely to he
defeated withont ¢ the toil and tug of war.’ It cannot however be dissembled
that the Durandus, the second Psalter, the Catholicon, and the second Lactentius,
were imperfect or inferior articles : to balance which there were some very fine
Block Books, early Bibles, and Caxtons. Lord Spencer procured Dr. Mead’s copy
of the Oxford edition of Aretin’s version of Phalaris (1485) for 85l which had
cost Mead only 16s. and Caxton's ¢ vi1. profytes of trubylacion ’ (see Bibl. Spencer.
vol. iv. p. 329, and 3857) for the enormous sum of 1944, 5s.! The Caxtons, indeed,
brought gallant prices ; and the Gower and Tully upon Old Age, §c. were among
the very finest copies of those works which I had ever seen. Sir Mark had
determined upon 250 guineas for the former, and 150l for the latter; but he
fost both : the Marquis of Blandford (now Duke of Marlborough) having secured
the former at 315/. and the latter at 210L Frightful havocl The Prymne,
bowever, (see no. 2026) he was determined upon possessing—even had it reached
a sum considerably beyond that to which it attained ; namely, 152L 5s. The
copy no doubt was very fine, and so it ought to have been. Messrs. Longman
and Co., Mr. Singer, and Mr. Booth were the chief successful combatants for the
2L0CE-B00KS, which really brought frightfully-disproportionate prices. But
what a resolute champion was the latter in giving 262L 10s. for the Dictes and
Seyinges of the Philosophers by Caxton? And how keenly did his Grace the Duke
of Devonshire contend for the possession of Caxton’s second edition of the Gamc
of Chese for 1731 55 and for the lovely Jenson’s Bible of 1476, vroN VELLUN,
for 168l.—the latter of which (vol. ii. p. 562) hath already called forth our
powers of admiration! Messrs. Arch bought lustily aud largely at this sale,
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about the beginning of December, and continued for a full
fortnight. Such a time of the year scemed little calculated

Savrz or TaE Mzerry Lisrany.

chiefly for Mr. Roscoe ; and the name of Mr. Payne must, in the rarer and
more high priced articles, be considered as standing for that of the Rt. Hon. T.
Grenville. The total produce of this memorable sale, which lasted seventeen
days, was about 13,500 pounds. Beyond a doubt the collection was most
admirable and judicious.

I cannot thus come to the close of the memorable BIBLIOMANIACAL YEAR
1818, without giving the reader a very curious and very barmless piece of book
intelligence. Tl:eRoxbmghedeofthe preceding year had, I suppose,
cuflamed the fancies and perverted the judgments of every book-vendor (as it
should seem) abroad and at home. Mr. Cuthell’s clerk sent me the following
singolar list in the month of April of the same year—with the accompanying
epistle : * Sir, a correspondent of mine on the continent offered me the books
mentioned in this list. I don't wish to order them unless I was sure of a sale for
them; should Lord Spencer, yourself, or any of your friends wish for them,
please to inform me as soon as possible : the licenses being about to be stopped.
1 remain, Sir, for John Cuthell, your most obedient servant, Wm. Clarke.’ The
prices attached to the greater number of articles of this short but singular list
will probably canse the most ¢ mad-headed’ to marvel abundantly. Les voici!
1 Biblis Secra Mogunti®, 1462, £ vol. folio, bound in russis, printed on

vellum, with the initials painted in miniatares: a splendid copy :

very large margin,
9 Biblia Sacra, Venetiis apad Jeason, 1476, foio, bound i marbled calf,

printed on vellum : & most splendid copy with the iitials painted

in miniatures, 210
8 Biblia Sacra, Parisiis, 1476, 2 vols. folio bound in blue morocco, g||t
orpaments round, a beautiful copy, 80

4 Biblia Polyglotta Cardinalis Ximenis, 6 vols. foho, sumptucn.sly bound
in red morocco, with gilt ornaments round, a copy in the most
exquisite preservation, . . . . 150
5 Joanis de Janua ; Catholicon ; Moguntis, 1460, folio, bound in red
morocco, & sumptuous copy, 120
6 Phnii Historia Naturalis, Rome apud Puurtz, 147'0, folio, bonnd most
splendidly in red morocco, with gilt ornaments round, . 80
7 Aliud "Exemplar, Rom®, 1473, Panarts, splendidly bound in red
mbroceo, . . . . . 24
8 Alind Exemplar, Parmz, 1476, apud Corallum, bound in red morocco, 28
9 Decretam Gratiani, Mogunti®, 1473, 2 vols. folio maximo, printed
on vellum, excessively scarce, adorned with miniatures, a most
splendid copy, in the best preservation, original binding in wood, 240
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for causing the Book-Knights ¢ to prick forth’ from their
snug resting-places, and fur-lined retirements—but the arena
was thronged ; and if the aforesaid knights could not come
in person, they might attend by their Squires. And so it
was that these Squires shewed themselves worthy of the:
trust confided in them, and of the valour and reputation of
their respective masters. Arricus and HorTeNsIUS, how-
ever, attended in person. Our Lorenzo was far away—a
distant, but not heedless, observer of the fate of the combat.

Lozrenzo. Even so; and I suffered smartly for my inter-
ference.

Lisarpo. It could hardly have been otherwise; for it
must be allowed that, occasionally, there was much ¢ attrac-
tive mettle’ in the objects for which the contention was set
on foot. So heavy and incessant were the blows—so varying
the fate of the combat—so earnest, anxious, and unremitting
was every champion who entered the field, that it may be
gravely doubted, and as gravely argued, whether they were
conscious of the ¢ cold season’ in which they were assembled :
for you might occasionally see Atticus sitting apart, upon
a soft turf, and wiping the ¢ heavy drops’ from his brow—
engendered by such furious commotion ! The battle usually
cnded by torch-light ; for the coming on of darkness was no
quieter of the determined spirits of the assailants.

Generally and justly speaking, the Merly library was a
noble callection: yet the earlier printed books, of foreign
exceution, somewhat disappointed the knowing in biblio-
10 Meaorai Histaire de France, Paris. Guillemot, ¢ vol. fulio, 1643, 46 et

M, large paper, containing all the detached Feuillets and Cartons,
bound in red momceo, very xarve, . . . 45

1 need bardly add that the matter instantaneously and wholly dropt : for the

purses of owr et wealthy collectors were not, even at this time, quite unfathom-
alde,  Now, alay, they are shallower by some * five fathom’ or more!
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graphy. The Caxtons, however, were generally of right
fair aspects and comely dimensions: and huge were the
sums which their beauty caused them to bring. The
philosopher viewed, with a sorrowful countenance, the
breaking up of those fountains of literary waters which had
nourished and rejoiced many a thirsty and many a grateful
visitor : but the Bibliomaniac secretly delighted in diverting
the channels of such waters into his own urns. Thus dif-

ferently do our tastes, our passions, and our reasons operate.

We now approach the Book-Auction Campaign of 1814.
This year was chiefly distinguished for the Towneley Fight:
in other words, for the sale of the first part of the Library
of the late venerable JorN TowNELEY ;* a character of the

*® the tibrary of the late venerable Joun Townerzy.] In commenciug our
acconnt of the sale of this, and of a few subsequently sold libraries, we necessarily
take leave of Mr. Horne ; whose work was puhlished in the summer of the year
1814, just preceding the sale about to be noticed—and in time only to select a
few of the more important articles, without the prices affixed: see vol. ii.
p- 755-8. The selection is judiciously made: but the prices—exclaims the hungry
bibliomaniac!? They are here, I reply : yet, first, of the venerable owner of the
treasures about to be described. I had a slight acquaintance with him a few
years before his decease, and was at all times freely admitted to a sight of his
Julio Clovio, (see vol. i. p. clxxxviii) his MS. Homer, his printed books, and his
Hollars : the latter probably a matchless collection. Mr. Towneley had one of
the finest figures, as an elderly gentleman (for he died at 82), that could possibly
be seen. His stature was tall and frame robust; his gait was firm ; his coun-
tenance was Roman-like ; his manners were conciliatory, and his language was
unassuming. His habits were simple and perhaps severe. He generally rose at
five, ard lighted his own library-fire—and his health was manifest in his person
and countenance. He was entirely an unpretending man—and may be said to
have collected rather from the plcasure and reputation attached to such pursuits,
than from a thorough and keen relish of the kind of taste which it imparts. He
had an ample purse, and it was most liberally unstrung when there was occasion
for effectual aid. This observation may cqually apply to matters out of the
bibliomaniacal record ; but as a book-purchaser he was considered amongst the
wost beavy-metalled and determined champions in the field. Poor John
Manson used to be his caterer. Manson (a late bookseller in Gerard-Street) was
a purveyor of no ordinary spirit and skill. He adored his employer, as he bad

VOL. III. H
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most amiable and interesting cast, and who had devoted
the latter years of an extremely protracted life—or rather of
a vigorous and green old age—to the accumulation of trea-

Sarx or TRE TowNELEY LiBRARY.

good reason so to do: for Mr. Towneley had been to him a protector in the
most comprehensive sense of the word, It was amusing to see the gallant style
in which Manson used to come into action (for his master) when a large paper
Hearne, or Dugdale, was the object contended for: it was ¢ thwickum and
thwackum’ with him, for he used to lay about him on all sides. ¢ Wherefore this
storming,’ good Mr. Manson? ¢ Oh, Sir, he must and shall have it—1I damn’t see
his face if I lose it :*—~and so he would go on to the tune of Thirty Guineas for
a large paper Perzr LanoTorr!

There wasa bust of the late Mr. JobnTowneley, casts from which were given to
his particular friends. Manson had one of these, which be placed over the mantle-
piece of his best room—and beneath which he would occasionally disport himself

n rather unseemly bacchanalian orgies—all, however, for the love which he bore
his master! Mr. Clarke has a stippled engraving from this bust, to embellish his
Repertorium Bibliographicum ; but the effect is unpleasing. A mere Roman-nose,
with a bald head, bas little expression ; while, in the original, the **Ap8pdgics
Xaitas® (natural or artificial) give it dignity and effect. Euough for the nose:
(see, however, vol. i. p.155, note, respecting the importance of nasal discussions)
let us now hie to a description of the library— of the late veuerable J. Towneley.’
There were two sales of this Collection : both by Mr. Evaus. The first part was
sold on the 8th of June, 1814, and nine following days—the second on the 19th
of June, 1815, and nine following days. Beyond all doubt the first part was in
every respect the most interesting, as the reader will immediately have decisive
demonstration. There were not fewer then nineteen large paper Hearnes; of
which Heming ford’s History of the Edwards, in 2 vol. brought 30L 19s. 6d. and
Trokelowe’s Annals of Edward I1. produced 251, :—* pretty stiffish prices,’ as they
say in the market! It is however surprising, as Mr. Towneley was a Roman
Catholic, that he had not procured a large paper copy of Roper’s Life of More.
What had his purveyor been about? He possessed the work, but on small paper,
and it produced the sum of 10L—about eight pounds beyond its intrinsic worth.
The Hearnes closed the first day's sale with no mean effect.

The Szconp Day passed off without producing any extraordinary sensation :
but the THirD Day produced something like an earnest of what might be
expected in the subsequent part of the contest. Among others, take the
following :

357 Early Printed Tracts.—Letter from the Bishop of Verona to
Pope Paule, translated by M. Throckmerton, imprented by
Wolfe) 1556.—Sermon of Henry Bullinger, imprynted for Lynne,
1549.— A Godly Meditacion of John Bradfoth, imprinted by
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sures 6f every description in the shapes of books and en-
gravings. Great were the expectations formed of that

fight; but such expectations were by no means

Sank or Tug TownerLEy LiBraRy.

Coplande, 1560.—Epist of St. Huldericas to the Pope against
the unmarried Chastitie of Priestes.—Tretise of Popular Sickness,
1559, and various other curious old Tracts in the same volume.
Purchased by Mr. Heber, .

358 Early Printed Tracts.—Order of Mammouy, imprinted by
Scoloker.—Epistle of Erasmus on the Secrament, imprynted by
Wyer.—Dialogue between Knowledge and Symplicitie, a Poem,
imprinted by Scoluker.—Three Notable Sermons of John Calvyn,
1562.—Ballet of Ty the Mare Tom Boy, Ty the Mare, finis
quod Wyllyam Kith. (Ritson had evidently never seen this
Ballad ; he published one with this title, containing 77 lines ;
this is clearly the original, and consists of about 400 lines.)
Pistel sent to Gilbard Potter when he was in Prison, for
speakinge on our most true Quenes part the Lady Mary, before
he had his Eares cut of, 1553.—Laws of Geneva, 1562.—
Lamentation of a Christen against the Citye of Loudon, 1548.
Purchased by Mr. Heber, .

571 Epistre contenant le proces criminel faict a I’cnconh'e de h Royne
Anne Bouillant & Angleterre, extremely rare, Lyon, 1545,

372 Estats de France, opprimez par la Tyranunie de Guise, extremely
rare, 1560, and other curious French tracts against the House
of Guise. Both tracts purchased by Mr. Triphook,

382 Golden Letany in Englysshe, Imprynted by Skot.—The Rosary,
with the Life of Jesu Christ. Impryuted by Skot, 1537. A note
of Dr. Farmer's in this book states that Herbert had never seen

any other copy of these two books. Purchased fir Earl Spencer,

385 Gerson de Imitatione Christi, in fine old binding, ruled, Lugd.
1561. Purchased by myself, . .

disap-

71. 10s. 0d.

16 16 0

4146

4146

414 6

3 00

I notice this aricle for the sake of obscmng that the pattern of the
binding of the volume has been copied hy C. Lewis, and introduced by
him with the happiest effect, in some books of uncommon interest and
curiosity. Among the rest may be mentioned the vELLUM cor1Es of
the Greek Anthology of 1494, in the possession of Earl Spencer and the
Right Hon. T. Grenville.

And now, gentle reader, breathe awhile ere you commence the Carton and
black letter folio departmeut, in the close of this said third day. Les voila !

425 Bocace, de la Genealogie des Dieux, bound in russia, Paris, par
Antoine Verard, 1498, Purchased by Messrs. Arch,

6 60
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pointed. Mr. Evans had to prepare the arena ; in other
words, to dress the catalogue: and a most inviting selection
of rich and rare articles was exhibited. But what think
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426 Bocace, Terple des Nobles Malheureux, Epistre de la Royne
Marie i son frere Henry d’Angleterre, red-morocco, Paris, par
Galliot Du Pré. 1517. Purchased by Mr. Laing, . 13l 13s. 0d.
427 Bocas’s Falle of Princis by Lydgate, very rare. The fourth book
printed by Pynson, in russia. Emprynted by Pynson,

1484. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 27 16 6
428 Boccace's Falle of Princes, by Lidgate, cuts, imprinted by Tottel,
1554. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . 2126

429 Hector Boece’s Hystory and Croniklis of Scotland, translatit by

Bellenden. Extremely rare, very fine copy, red morocco. Im-

prentit in Edinburgh by me Thomas Davidson. Purchased by

Mr. Laing of Edinburgh, . 8 00
433 The Book named Cordyal, which treteth of the four last and final

Thinges, translated by Lord Ryvers, in morocco. Imprinted by

Caxton, 1480. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. 94 10 0
434 Chaucer’s Workes, with dyvers Workes which were never in print

before, a scarce and curious edition, folio. Printed by Godfray,

15382. Purchased by myself, . . 5 50
436 Chaocer’s Troylus and Creside, fine eopy. wants one leaf, signa-

ture P 1, Explicit per Me Caxton. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 252 0 0

Manson told me that he had given only 10l. 10L for this book, and
about the same sum for Boece’s Croniklis of Scotland. They were
both delightful copies.

A little breathing marked the fourth Day, till towards its close ; when

Iron slect of arrowy shower
Hurtled in the darkened air . . .

On rushed the combatants to obtain the respective prizesin view. Their missile
weapons werc discharged with renewed nimblencss and ferocity. They hack,
they thrust, they are contorted into every varying attitude for victory. The
fate of the close of the day was thus :

522 Elisabeth's (Queen) Prayer Book, portrait and plates, printed by

Daye, 1581. Purchased by Mr. Prest, . 8 80
527 Greene’s Quip for an Upstart Courtier.—Lyly’s Eupbues, tbe
anatomy of Wit, 1581. Purchased by Mr. North, . 4146

528 Gascoigne’s Posies, Hearbes, and Weedes, 1575, rare. Very fiue
copy. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 21100
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you, among such ¢ rich and rare articles,’ of the BEsT
MANUscrIPT extant of the venerable HomMer ? You recede
from surprise and amazement; but it was even so! Dire
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529 Gascoigne’s whole Woorkes, with the Steele Glass, 1587.

Purchased by Mr. Bolland, . . 18l. 7s.6d.
531 Gardiner's England’s Grievance Discovered in reluuon to the Coal

Trade, with curious plates, and rportraits of the Kings of England,

and of Mary and Elizabeth, very rare, (no map). Purchased by

M. Triphook, . 4 00
533 Gerson’s treatyse on tbe i umtatlon of Criste, translahed by Atkyn-

sun, at the speciall request of Pryncesse Margarete Moder to

Henry VIL. Irmprynted by Pynson, Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 9 0 0
537 Chronicle of England. Imperfect. Imprynted by Machhnu,

Purchased by Mr. Heber. 12 00
538 Chronicle of Englonde with the mete of Tymes. wood-cuts.

wants the first leaf of the table. Enprynted by Wynkyn de

Worde, 1515.— Descrypcyon of Englonde, enprynted by

Wynkyn de Worde, 1515. Purchased by Mr, Hutton, . 30 00
539 Discription of Britayne, the cighth leaf is admirably supplied by

manuscript. Caxton, 1480. Purchased for His Majesty’s Library, 85 1 0
540 Descrypcion of Englonde, blue morocco. Pynson, 1510. Pur-

chased by Messrs. Arch, . 17 00
541 The Dictes and Sayenges of the Phylosophcrs, tnmslated by the

Erle of Ryvers, morocco. Enprynted by Caxton, 1477.

First edition : 29 lines in a page. Purchased by the Duke of

Devonshire, . 189 00
542 Doctrinal of Sepyence: wanting 4 lenves Prmted by Caxton.
Purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . . 63 00

Hereupon ended the fourth day. The rrrrn paY was not unworthy of its
predecessor ; as the reader shall be forthwith made acquainted.

559 New-Yeeres Gift, presented at Court, from the Lady Parvula to

the Lord Minimus, (commonly called Little Jefferie,) with a

very rare portrait of Jeffery Hudson. A manuscript note in this

book says it is bound with a piece of Charles the First's waist-

coat, and tied with the blue ribbon of the Garter, 8vo. Pur-

chased by Mr. Sturt, . . 14140
567 Office of the Holy Week accurding to theMlsull snd Roman

Breviary, very scarce, plates by Hollar, blue morocco, 8vo. with

two cuttings upon ivory mnerted Paris, 1670. Purchased by

Mr. Clarke, . . . .5 26
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therefore was the conflict for such and similar treasures,
which were contended for on the SEvENTH and LasT Day.
The concussion of the surrounding elements was such, that
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587 Ricraft's Survey of England’s Champions and Truth's faithful

Patriots with the lively Portraitures of the several Commanders.

A very curious book, and one of the rarest pieces of English

History, blue morocco, 8vo. 1647. Purchased by Mr. North, 83l 1s. 6d.
612 Heywood’s Spider and Flie and other Works, 1556 and 1562.

Leaf supplied by ms. io the Epigram : and portrait on back of

the leaf wanting: otherwise a fine copy. Purchased by Mr.

North, . . 16 16 0
618 Hore Beatz Marie Vlrglms ad usum Inslgms Eecleslae Sarum,

4to. Printed upon vellum by Julyan Notary, excessively rare,

4to. 1503. Purchased for the Duke of Devonshire, . 48 60
619 Heures d 'Usage de Rome tout au long sans riens requerir, royal,

8vo. printed upon vellum. Each page is decorated with a border,

containing a series of engravings: the large plates are richly

illuminated, bound in green morocco, Paris, par. Gillet Har-

douyn, 4to. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . 12 00
623 Jones’s Bathes of Bathes Ayde (there are some complimentary

verses by Churchyarde and Lupton prefixed), 1572.—Jones’s

Benefit of the Auncient Bathes of Buckstone's, 1572.—Jones’s

Growth of living Things, whereunto is aunexed Galen’s Buoke of

Elemeuts, 1574, in russia. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 3150
628 Kalender of Shepeherdes, cuts: wanting 1 leaf, and 1 leaf

damaged at corner. Imprynted by Wynkyn de Worde, 1528,

folio. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 19 00
630 A Lyttel Treatise called the Lucydarye, Imprynted by W)nkyn
de Worde, folio.” Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . 10 10 0

651 Lyfe of a Virgin callyd Petrouylla, whom Erle Flaccus deslred to

his Wyf: a very rare poetical tract, in 4 leaves, folio. En-

prynted by Pynson. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. 6 60
632 Legende of Englande, enprynted by Pynson, 1516.—Hereaftre

foloweth a devout Boke compylyd by Mayster Walter Hylton,

euprynted by Pynson, 1506, folio. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 12 17 0
620 Faytes of Armes and Chyualrye, Per Me Caxton. Two leaves,

in signature K, admirably supplied by ms. and scarcely discerni-

ble from the print. [See a similar occurrence in the Roxburghe

copy ; vol. ii. p. 517.] Most beautiful copy, in red morocco.

Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 136 10 0
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Mr. Evans is reported to have with difficulty maintained his |
presidential seat, and held the sceptre of dominion within
his ¢ gripe.” But if any mortal, if any bibliomaniacal hero,
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651 Froissart’s Chronicle, translated by Lord Bemers, 2 vol. in russia.
Both volumes printed by Pynson. Title of the first, a reprint.

Purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 431 0s. 0d.
654 The Golden Legend. Enprynted by Caxton. Imperfect. Pur-
chased by Mr. Hutton, . .8 00

655 Hygden’s Polychronicon, imprynted by Cum, 1482. Wants

sheet A, containing the Probeme and part of the Table, signa-

tore B 1 and C1 in the Table. Purchased by Messrs. Arch, 4019 0
659 Hylton’s Scala Perfectionis, 1533, 4to. W. de Worde. Purchased

by Messrs. Arch, . 6 60
662 Lydgate’s Auncient Historie and only trewe and syneere Cmnu:le

of the Warres betwixte the Grecians and the Trojans. Imprinted

by Marshe, 1555. Purchased by Messrs, Arch, . 10 50

We now come directly upon the Sixtr Dav, which (as ¢ good wine needs no
bush’) shall speak for itself without proheme or prologue.
696 Unlucky Citizen experimentally described in the various Misfor-
tunes of an Unlucky Londoner (by Kirkman, author of the
English Rogue), cuts, rare, 8vo. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 4 40
697 The Unkinde Deserter of Loyall Men and Truc Friends, red
morocco, Superiorum permissu. 1676, 8vo. Purchased by the
Earl of Leitrim, . 51100
*+" One of the rarest pieces of Insh H‘lstory (says Mr. Evans)— A
most severe invective against the Duke of Ormond, written by Nicholas
French, Catholic Bishop of Ferns, an unprincipled politician who
repeatedly changed sides.’ See the Catalogue for a further description.
700 Mémoires de Grammont, large paper, with 72 portraits beautifully
coloured on the outlines by Gardiner, to resemble drawings, and
an original drawing of Lucy Waters inserted, splendidly bound
in red morocco. London, 4to. Only 5 copies printed. (This
copy had cost Mr. Towneley 951.) Purchased by Mr. North, . 52 10 0
721 Opus Eximium de vera differentia Regi® et Potestatis Eccle-
siasticee, &c. Printed by Berthelet, 1534, 4to. vroN VELLUM.
Purchased by Messrs. Arch, and afterwards sold to Earl Spenocer, 21 10 6
(It bad been Herbert's copy, and was sound but cropt.)
725 Ordinarye of Crysten Men. Cuts, fine copy. Enprynted by W.
de Worde, 1502, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Stace for the Duke of
Devonshire, . . 7 00
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ever did acquire imperishable renown, from a contest of the
like nature, it was surely Evustarnivs. Eustathius the
learned, the dauntless, and the magnanimous! Let us, after
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758 Spenser’s Faerie Queene, both parts, first edition, 1590 and 1596.
—Spenser’s Colin Clouts Come Home aguine, first edition, 1595,
4to. Purchased by Mr. North, . . 12L.0s 0d.
(Tlushadoneebeenmyeopy,lndmsoldloManm for 51. 3s.)
770 Hamilton’s (Sir W.) Collection of Etr Greek, and Roman
Antiquities, with descriptions by D'Hancarville, 4 vol. Naples,
1766. Purchaled by Messrs. Arch, . . 42 00
772 The Lyf of Saint Katherin of Senis, and the Revehclons of Saynt
Elysabetl the Kynges Doughter of Hungarye, in russia. Im-
prynted by Caxton. Purchased by Mr. Stace for the Duke of

Devonshire, . 231 00
774 Myrrour or Glasse of Chmtes Pnsslon Imprynted by Redman,
1584. Purchased by Mr. Heber, 3 00

775 Museum Worsleyanum, Engravings of Annquc Basso Rellevos,

Bustos, Statues, and Gems, in the possession of Sir R. Worsley,

with descriptions, 2 vol. unpublished, very rare, red morocco.

Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . . 96 12 0
778 Nova Statuta, bound in russia. Prmted by \lnchluua, circa

1483. Purchased by Mr. Laing, . . 16 00
782 Opere del Petrarca, blue morocen, Ven. per Bemardmo da

Novara, 1488. Purchased by Mr. Laing, 6 60
783 Passion of Our Lord Jesu Christe, wythe the Conlemplauons,

extremely rare, cuts, in russia, 1508. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 12 12 0

This book (says Mr. Evans) has been ascribed to Pynson, but, from

the language, I believe it to have been printed in the Low Countries.

At leugth — ¢ last and not least’ in this memorable Book-Conflict, we rcach

the Seventi Day : and if, with the exception of the last day of the sale of

Mr. Edwards’s library, I were called upon to initiate the novice into all the

desperate fury, and wily stratagems, cvinced in contests of this nature, I would

take him softly by the hand, aud place him in an observing, but unmolested

coruer, within the arena of this hardly-eclipsed field of battle. But see . . . the

knights are giving the rein to their golden-bitted coursers,—~the trumpet sounds,
and away they go!

Quadrupedumque putrem cursu quatit ungula campum.

Let us not however be carried away with them, so as to forget the momentous

duties of the historian’s part. At first, there was but slight skirmishing:

but a few of the latter quartos (from 834 to 841) drew some smart blood. The
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dinner, fill the vine-encircled goblet—once grasped, it is
said, by the sturdy hands of Budaeus, Harry Stephen, and
Casaubon—and drink ¢ immortality to Eustathius ;* and if

Sare or THE TownNeLEY LiBRARY.
* wood of spears’ began to ¢ bristle * as the folios were put up. The very first
article was a sort of 36 pounder. But I will break off metaphor, and tantalise the
impatient reader no longer: except it be to inform him of the regret, amounting
to anguish, which I experienced, from being compelled (on account of ill health)
to be absent from that tremendous day’s contest. However, I had sent a few
thumpers in the way of commissions—and waited with becoming fortitude for
the resuit.
842 Antichite di Ercolano, 9 vol. Napol.1755. Purchased by Mr. Laing, 401, 0s. 0d.
843 Parallelum Olivee nec non Olivarii Protectoris Angliz, portrait of
Oliver Cromwell on horseback by Faithorne, fine impression,
frontispiece and genealogical tree by Faithorne, Lond. 1656
Purchased by Mr. Clarke, . 9 00
845 Rudbeckii Atlantica, cum Figuris et Tabulis, 5 vol. red morocco,
Upsale. 1679, 1689, and 1698.
The excessive rarity (says Mr. Evans) of this valuable book is well
known. Almost every copy of the third volume was destroyed by a
fire ; of the very few which escaped the flames, scarcely any have the
Index. De Bure says, the only copy with the Index which he had
ever been able to see was Gaignat’s. See the catalogue for a further
description. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. 84 00
846 Rive, Collection des Miniatures tirées d’anciens Manuscrits, avec
les Explications, blue morocco (see vol. i. p. xxii, concerning this
work.) Purchased by Messrs. Forster and Gordon, . 3716 0
847 Rastell's Pastyme of People, 1529, folio, 6 lcaves supplied by a
fac-simile reprint, and 3 plates supplied by the reprint of 1811.

Purchased by Mr, Clarke, . . 13 10
849 Scriptores Historiz Anglicane, a Gale et Fdl Oxon 1684, 3 vol.
large paper. Purchased by Mr. Payne, . . 33120

851 Specimens of the Military and Civil Costume of England from the
most remote Period down to the Eighteeath Century, delineated
by Carter during the years 1809, 1810, and 1811, in russia.
This (says Mr. Evans) is a most interesting collection of 114
original drawings, executed with great taste and spirit. They
are taken from the most authentic sources, and exhibit in chro-
nological arder a complete view of the habits and dresses of the
English, accompanied by explanations in manuscript. [The
original cost of this volame was 300l Mr. Towncley gave 1951.
for it; and it was uow purchased by the Hon. E. Arundel, for 141 15 0
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you please, the Ladies shall join, in an Aschylus-framed
chorus, in chanting the gallantry and spirit of that redoubted
Book-Knight ! ?

Sare of Tue TownsLEY LiBRARY.

853 Taylor the Water-Poet’s Works, with plates from the small edition

inerted, 1630, russia. Purchased by Mr. Prest, . 151.15s.0d.
856 Thuani Historia, 14 vol. Lond. 1737, best edition, large paper,

illustrated with portraits, green morocco. This had been Mead's,

and ufterward’s Gulston’s, copy. Purchased by Sir H. Englefield, 53 11 0
858 Tewrdanncths, &c. a romance poem in German verse, 1517,

printed upon vellum, but wanting 28 leaves [see vol. i. p. 208, of

this work.] Purchased by Sir H. Englefield, . . 25 40
862 Vitas Patrum, printed by W. de Worde, 1495, folio, a fine and
perfect copy. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . 58110

We now approach the climax and catastrophe—in a department not sufficiently
attended to by book-knights in general: I mean,
ManvuscripTS.
869 Pontificale Innocentii IV. a rmost magnificent MS. of the fifteenth
century upon vellum.
*,® This Pontifical (says Mr. Evans) was composed by Ferri of
Clugny, Bishop of Tournay, as appears by the commencement. As
Ferriacus compiled this Pontifical whilst he was Bishop of Tournay, an
appointment he received from Sixtus IV. who became Pope in 1471,
and as he resigned this Bishopric in March 1474, this manuscript must
have been executed during the interval of these dates. Now in the
Collection of Mr. Hibbert, . . 127 10
870 Missale quanum. A beautiful Missal on vellum, ornamented
with 25 large paintings, with numerous miniatures ; many of the
pages Liave painted borders, representing the wdiac, subjects of
natural history, &c. The Calendar is decorated with appropriate

niiniatures, blue morocco, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Lloyd, 49 00
871 Hora: Beat® Virginis, on vellum, with 12 paintings, 8vo. red

morocco. Purchased by Mr. North. . 21 00
881 Lydgate’s Life of our Lady. Manuscript on vellum, bluc morocco,

4to. purchased by Messrs. Longman, . . 14 00
882 Lyf and Marturdom of Seynt Kateryne. Manuscript upon vellum,

blue morocco, 4to.  Purchased by My, Triphook, 11 11 0

883 Lyfe of Seynt John Baptist and of Seynt John Evangellsﬁe.
Manuscript upon vellum, blue morocco, 4to. Purchased by Mr.
Prest, . . . 616 6
Let us breathe—for six seconds only—ere we approach the aup.r))uov of
zu1s and of EVERY OTHER collection in our country. “Tis the
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Armansa. T can assent to no such proposition.

Berinpa. How, I pray, are we to harmonise in a chorus,
of which we have never before heard the name ?
Lisarpo. I crave pardon: but in truth the chorusses of

Sare or Tz TownNgLEY LiBRARY.

884 Homer1 ILias, cum Scholiis et Glossis interlinearibus. Codex
Pervetustus Membranaceus.

Turis VENERABLE MANUSCRIPT OF THE IL1AD (says Mr. Evans) is
written upon vellum, in a very fair and legible hand. The margins are
replete with most valuable and important scholia. Heyne bas given a
fac-simile of it in his Homer (Tab. D. vol. i.) &c. [I bave no space for
the whole of Mr. Evans's spirit-stirring note héreupon.] This is the
identical manuscript which was formerly in the possession of Victorius
and Salviati at Florence, the supposed loss of which had been deplored
for more than two centuries. Critics have unanimously assigned it to
a very remote period of antiquity : ¢ EST ILLE CODEX FACILE OMNIUM
QUOS HABEMUS UNA CUM VENETIS ANTIQUISSIMUS, IDEMQUE IN
oprimM1s,’ says Heyne, &c. ‘Oxford (concludes Mr. Evans) justly
triumphs in the possession of her manuscripts of Plato and Euclid.
The purchaser of this inestimable treasure will be congratulated by
future critics and bibliographers on the acquisition of the BEsT MaNU-
SCRIPT OF THE NOBLEST OF POETS.

What a prelude! What a note to touch—and what vibrations to be produced !
However, here are no limits for further rhetorical flourishes. The bidding lay
between the learned University of Oxford, represented by =——, and a
“ doctissimus’ member of the learned University of Cambridge. These champions
drew bLlood at every stroke, But who shall subdue the Diomed-like spirit of
Eustaruivs? His spear inflicts the last wound. ¢ Siz hundred and twenty
pounds!!’ says he. Astonishment seizes his adversary : he has hurled his last
dart. No Deiphobus is near to aid with his counsel, or to supply him with
another missile weapon. He p he staggers—he sinks—he yields! ‘Huzza,’
and Eustathius marches off in triumph with the prize beneath his arm ¢ Vos Valete
ct plandite ! * quoth he. His car of victory is at the door. He mounts. The lash
of the charioteer is heard, and the whirling wheels seem like circular fires as
the said car moves onward for the mansion of the victor. ¢ Nulla dies unquam’. .
and Tuov like 17 ¢ immortal shall be !’

Baut where are we? At G h or in Pall-Mall? Let us return to the fight :
for there are yet ¢ deeds of note’ to distinguish and record :

88 Josephe, Histoire des Juifs. MS. upon vellum, with numerous
miniatures very finely executed, red morocco, folio. Purchased
by Messrs. Forster and Gordon, . . . 43 10
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ZAschylus and the labours of the modern Eustathius seem
somehow to harmonise with each other:—or, if you pleasc,
to form a sort of natural amalgamation. To resume, how-
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889 Josephe, Anciennctez des Juifs. Very beautifully written upon
vellum, with 13 most beautiful large miniature-paintings, bound
in morocco, with compartments on the sides, folio. Purchased by
Mr. North, . . 84L0s.0d.
890 Valére Maxime, par Maistre Symon de Hardm. 2 voI MS. upon
vellum, with a great uamber of miniature paintings, red morocco,

folio. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 32110
892 Ystore de Thebes [see vol. i. p. ccviii,] MS. with 133 drawings.
Purchased by Mr. Utterson, . . 21 00

894 A Collection of English Mysteries or Theatncu.l Pageauts. A
volume, very fairly written upon vellum, in the reign of Henry VI.
or Edw. IV.; and, as it is supposed, formerly belonging to the
Abbey of Widkirk, near Wakefield, in the county of York. It
contains several mysteries or theatrical pageants, constructed from
incidents in the Old aud New Testaments, differing entirely in
language from the celebrated Chester and Coventry Plays, though
agreeing, with some few exceptions, in the subjects, &c. See Mr.
Evans’s very full and interesting account. The preceding account
(concludes Mr. Evans) was most obligingly communicated to me
by Mr. Douce, a gentleman profoundly versed in theatrical lore,
and whose familiar acquaintance with our early English litera-
ture, at least equals that of the most learned of his contemporaries.
After consulting with the same high authority, T can confidently
assert that no theatrical article of equal curiosity or value has
ever been submitted to public competition. Purchased by Mr.
Goldsmid,* . . 147 00
The last article but one, of the lant day’s sale, was thut upon which I frankly
own I had long set my heart; and it is some consolation, not wholly divested
however of melancholy sensatious, that I was the last bidder sur onz. The
article was the following: the description of which was supplied by the skilful
pen of NENNIUs. As a graphic treasure, appertaining to British history, it can
hardly be exceeded.
904 A most beautiful manuscript upon vellum of the twelfth century
(Latin) containing,
L A Letter of King Henry I. to Ansclm, Abbot of St. Edmunds,

® And sold at the sale of his Library in 1815 (no. 287) for 1571. 10s. Purchased
by Mr. North.
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ever, the Book-Campaign Narrative. The Second Part of
the TowNELEY CoLLECTION was sold in the summer of the
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forbidding him to leave his Abbey.—II. Letter from Talbot, prior of
St. Edmunds, earnestly intreating Abbot Anselm to return to his
Abbey.—~III. Augmentation of the pittances of the monks, by Abbot
Anselm —IV. List of the tenements whence the expenses were to be
supplied.—V. Legend for the Vigil of St. Edmund (one illuminated
initial.}—VT. The Life, Martyrdom, and Miracles of St. Edmund, in
thirty-two singularly curious paintings of the early part of the twelfth
century, exhibiting the architecture, shipping, arms, armour, and various
habits of that period, in the following subjects :

1. Arrival of the Danes in Northumbria by Sea.—2. They defeat the
English—3. King Edmand receiving his arms.—4. His coronation.—
5. His liberality to the poor, &c.—6. Arrival and descent of Hinguar in
E. Anglia~7. Danes storming a town.—8. Hinguar dispatching a
messenger to Edmund, to demand his submission.—9. Edmund receiv-
ing the message.—~10. Hinguar informed of the king’s residence.—
11. Edmund seized by the Danes.—12. Bound.—_13. Beaten.—14. Tied
to a tree.~15. Shot with arrows.—16. His head cut off—Hid in a
bash.—17. Return of the Danes on board their vessels.—18. Edmund’s
body discovered.—19. His head found in the paws of a wolf.—20. The
bead carried away, followed by the wolf, and 21. Fitted to the body.—
22. Body conveyed to the grave.—23. Buried.—24. Thieves attempting
to break into the church,—25. Miraculously bound and brought before
Bishop Theodred. —26. He orders them to be hanged. —27. The body
of Edmund taken away from Lis church through fear of the Danes, is
denied admittance into the house by a priest; the house miraculously
set on fire.—~28. The cart bearing the body passes over Stratford Bridge
on one wheel.—29. A monk sent to warn Sweyn not to molest St.
Edmund’s monastery, is rudely driven away.—30. St. Edmund in a
vision kills Sweyn.—(81. We cannot interpret.)—32. Beatification of St.
Edmund.

VIL The Miracles of S. Edmund, in two books, (with 23 elegantly
illuminated initials,) differing considerably from those in the British
Museum, by Hermannus and Osbertus de Clare. MSS. Cott. Tib, B. ii.
and Titus, A viii. VIIL The Life of S. Edmund, by Abbo Abbot of
Fleury, with two illuminated initials. IX. The Legend of S. Edmund,
with the responses, &c. set to music, and 12 illuminated initials,

Purchased by Mr. Booth, . ‘168 00

But soft! .. . the day is well nigh past: the combatants retire: the din of

battle is ceased to be heard. And here take we leave of the first TowNELEY
Conrest.
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following year, 1816. Comparatively with the first, it was
greatly subordinate : yet there were some gay and gallant
articles in it which provoked the competition of some of the

Sare or THE TowNELEY LiBRARY.

Thus much for the First Part of the Tow~zLey Lisrary. The second part
is not inaptly described by Lisardo as representing the setting sun~—compared
with the meridian splendour of the first part. A sort of Odyssey after the Iliad.
I must necessarily therefore be brief in the selections from such second part, as
there is really no space left for bye play, or decorative flourishes appendant
thereto. The following are probably the principal articles for rarity, splendour,
or curiosity. The sale took place on Monday, June 19th, 1816, and the nine
following days, with the usual exception of Sunday.

147 Abbey Ledger of Durham, wherein are Entry of Patents and Con-

cessions to the Abbot and Convent. An Antient Manuscript

upon Parchment, bound in russia, fulio. Purchased by Mr.

Triphook, [Returned, as not appertaining to Durham.] .  383L 0s. 0d.
178 Biographical Dictionary, 6 vol. imperial folio. Mmuscnpt ina

very fair and legible hand, composed for the use of Gulstone,

the cclebrated Print Collector. The value of this article is much

enhanced, by all the authorities being given in the lmrjn folio.

Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . 53110
271 Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, by Nlchol: 9 vols. very
rare, 4to. Purchased by Messrs. Nichols, . . 60 00

469 Curious collection of about 120 early Italian Mysteries, many of

them ornamented with rude wood-cuts, bound in 2 vol. 4to.

Purchased by Mr, Triphook, . . 4 00
830 Halstead's Genealogies. Privately printed at the oxpenle of Lord

Peterborough. A book of the greatest rarity, in russia, folio,

Purchased for His Majesty’s Library, . . 63 00
958 History of the Manor of Marden in Hercfordshire, both Parts and

Index. Privately printed, extremely rare, in russia, folio. Pur-

chased for the British Museum, . . 48 60
988 La Legende Dorée, PRINTED UPON VELLUM. Pam Verard,

1480. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . 24 00
1046 Pleasaunt and Wittic Playe of the Cheasts (Cheu) revewed,

very rare, 1562, 8vo. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 414 6
1317 Anciennes Croniques d’Angleterre, faitz et Gestes du Roy Perce-

forest, hystoire moult solatieuse et delectable, 6 vol. in 8, in

russia, Paris, Galliot Da Pré, 1528, folio. Purchased by Messrs.

Arch, 7T 26
1343 Registrum Eborwense. A very ancient MS. upon ptrchmeut,

2 vol. folio. Purchased by Mr, Heber, . 8 00
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bravest book-knights; and, as has been observed of the
Odyssey in comparison with the Iliad, the latter part of this
collection may be considered only as the warm setting of
that sun which had shone forth with such meridian splen-
dour in the preceding part.

Lozrenzo. If I mistake not, several hook sales of import-
ance, under the management of Mr. Evans, took place pre-
viously to the disposal of the Second Part of the Towncley
Collection ?

Lisarpo. You are right; but I only wished to couple
these parts together—trespassing, however, somewhat upon
chronological order. Of the other sales to which you allude,
let me in the first place, and as the first in order, make you
acquainted with the disposal of the library of the late well-
known Mr. James Epwarps.* Lorenzo has reason to
remember that sale.

Sark of THE TownNeLEY LIBRARY.

1556 The Funeralles of King Edward the Sixt, wherein are declared
the Causers and Causes of his Death, a Poem, by Baldwin,
Anthor of the Mirror for Magistrates, very rare. Imprinted by
Marshe, 1560, 4to. Purchased by Mr. Grenville, . . 180.185.0d.
Cousult, vol. i. p. 37.
1621 Willis’s History of Buckingham: very scarce, 1755, 4to
Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 9 50
1645 Arbre des Batailles, ou sont traitées dxverses questlons sur le
droit des Armes, sur les combats et duels, sur la Noblesse, &c.
composé par Honoré Bonnor, Prieur de Salon, in russia.
A very fine Man;ncript on Vellum, written in the XVth cen-
tury, with two curious illuminations. . 9 90
1646 Gower, Confessio Amantis, a very Antient Manuscript on vellum,
wauts the last leaf. . 4 50
1696 Ware’s Historical Works, 1739, folio, 2 vol Purchaud by Sir
R. Burroughs, . 10 10 0
1708 Collection of Statutes, and Old Law Booh by Pynson,Betthelet,
Redman and Middylton, 4 vol. folio. Purchased by Messrs. Arch, 3 17 O
This was the last article in the sale. )
® the library of the well known Mr. James Evwanrps.] The reader, at page
14, ante, has been led to expect something like a dainty description of this
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LorenNzo And to rejoice upon the remembrance of it.
But I believe I am not singular in this act of rejoicing.

Sare or Me. Epwarns’s Lisrary.

choice and distinguished library. I will do my best not to suffer such expecta-
tion to be disappointed : for having long known, and frequently examined, the
more precious articles of which it was composed, I may be allowed to promise
rather an interesting bibliomaniacal entertainment on the occasion. In the
first place, this costly cabinet of books (for such it may be truly called) consisted
only of 830 articles, and produced the sum of 8432l.: forming upwards of 10l
per article :—a result, unprecedented in the annals of book-sales! In the second
place, as its character bad been thoroughly established, great expectations were
formed of the pecuniary result of the sale. Whether that result completely
satisfied its late possessor, I will not take upon me to determine—although I
may be here permitted to amplify an observation cursorily stated at page 15,
ante. Itis true, the foreign ports were, at the time of the sale, shut against us:
but was this circumstance really productive of serious disadvantage to the owner
of the library ? In other words, would foreign collectors, or foreign public institu-
tions, send commissions? and, if sent, to what amount? Would such commissions
have been likely to exceed the sums given by British competitors? I believe not.
Indeed, judging from experience, it may be directly concluded in the negative :
for what has been recently done in the heart of their own couatry, in France ? With
very few exceptions, the greater part of the rarer and finer articles of the
Macarrtry Books came over to this country. In the third place, Mr. Edwards
had resolved upon parting with them (after the example of Colonel Stanley ® ) in
his life time.

® The honour, I believe, of setting the first example of the disposal of
library, in the life time of its owner, is due to a venerable Dutch bibliopolist of
the name of VANDER Aa ; who published his catalogue, under the name of
Bibliotheca Exquisitissima, at Leyden, in 1729, 8vo. in three parts, In each
copy of it there was the following printed notice upou a slip of paper. ¢ Voici le
Catalogue de tous mes Livres reliez, que je vais vendre dans une auction
publique, parceque le grand age ne me permet plus de travailler. Je ne doute pas
UE ¢ v v e v a0 o o un ne trouve dans ce Catalogue quelques Livres a son
golit : et en ce cas elle n’a qu’a d ordres & quelq Eibmire de sa conti-
dence. Il y a parmi les dits livres un grand nombre de trés rares en toute sorte
de langues et de sciences. Je supplie de vouloir communiquer cette Catalogue i
vos bons amis. Je suis avec un profond respect,
Votre trés humble et obeissant serviteur, .
PiERRE VANDER AAJ
The collection, in a closely printed catalogue of 903 pages, was an admirable
one. In geography, voyages, aud foreign history, its strength was prodigious :
¢ Collectionem Historiee Italicee, Neapolitana Siculeque una cum Itinerariis
attinet, [says the old gentleman in his preface] invenietis eam esse adeo venustam
et elegantem ut nihil supra ; nam in toto vite: cursu ei respondentem non vidi, et
quantum temporis et diligentie huic attribui, dictu impossibile est.’ He 3
to sell the whole, without reserve, at moderate prices; for his time of life docs
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Armansa. I think I have heard you say that of aZ book-
sales this was the most gratifying to your bibliomaniacal
palate?

Sare or Mr. EpwaRrDs’s Lisrary.

Accordingly, in the winter of 1815 these precious volumes were conveyed
to town~— to @ house in George-Street, Hanover-Square—occupied by Mr.
Edwards and his family for the season. A large sky-lighted back room reccived
the Bisriotazca Epvarnsiana. Mr. Evans was sent for; and day after
day did the owner and the vendor of the library communicate, consult, and pro-
ceed to work, in the formation of the catalogue for sale. I have a perfect
recollection of viewing these gentleren, in the midst of surrounding volumes—
lying picturesquely in their sur-coats of velvet and morocco upon the floor, and
presenting a sort of scenic effect, somewhere between the delicacy of Panini and
the roughmess of Piranesi—of volumes, which I had remembered to have beheld
sparkling in their perpendicular attitudes, and reflecting the rays of the setting
sun within their late abode upon Harrow Hill. I will do Mr. Edwards the

" credit to declare that he was not only serene, but preserved a sort of cheerfulness
and good humour during the preparation of the catalogue__which, in justice to
his candour, it must be said, was left exclusively, as to the descriptions of the
volumes, to the efficient pen of Mr. Evans. And now, gentle reader, having
tarried long enough in the ¢ sky-lighted back room of George-Street, Hanover-
Square,’ let us proceed to Pall-Mall, and contemplate the progress of the sale of
this beautifal library, under the hammer of Mr. Evans—which sale commenced
oun Wednesday the 5th of April, 1815, and occupied the five following days,
The First Davy, as is usual, exhibited few very extraordinary feats of baok
heroism; yet the following are worthy of distinct notice :

49 Holland, Heroologia Anglica, hoc est Vit clarissimorum Anglorum
cum effigiebus a Pass, folio. This extraordinary fine copy for-
merly belonged to Buchelius, who wrote the Latin verses signed
A. B. under each portrait, 1620, folio. Purchased by Mr.
Miller, . . . . «  15L.0s.0d.

ot enable him to attend any longer to business. The sale was to begin at
9 in the morning, and at 2 after dinner. The purchasers were to take away
their books and pay for them within three weeks from the close of the sale ; and
all collations, as to perfection of copies, were to be made in the auction-room.
The curious may not object to the following key of designating the respective
modes of binding in the Dutch language: ¢ Franc Band : reliure en veau doré.
Overtrocke Hoorn : reliure avec des cordes. In Parkement of gladde Hoorn
Band : en parchemin. In Schapen band : parchemin de mouton d'Italie. Paryse
Band: demi relié. Ingenaayd: cousu. Atlas Band: reliure d’Atlas en par-
chemin ou Schilpad, par tout doré. In Varkius Leer : en cuir de cochon. Segrein :
couverture du chagrin. Spaans leer: reliure en maroquin. Turx leer: cordouan,
Rausleer : peaus de boeuf de Moscovie. Engelse Band: cuir ams doré, Ongebonden:
o blanc.’

VOL. III. I
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Lisarpo. I said so, rather with an exclusive reference to

the last day of that sale. It was indeed a glorious day. The
owner of the library appeared to have taken a leaf out of one
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50 Holland, Heroologia Anglica, folio, fine impressions. Mariette's

copy, who has had annexed to each portrait the name of the

collection from whence it was taken, russia, 1620, folio. Pur-

chased by Mr. Davies, . . . 18l.0s.0d.
67 Christophori Thuani Tumulus, with Ius portmt Par. Patison,

1583. —J. Thuani Tumulus, Par. 1580. 4to. large paper,

morocco. The copy of J. A. Thuanus. Purchased by me for Sir

M. M. Sykes, Bart. (Consult vol. ii. p. 477) i 10100
147 Fables de La Fontalne, 4 vols. folio, large paper, with numerous

plates after Oudry’s designs, most brilliant impressions, Marshal

Montmorency's copy, green morocco, Paris, 1755, folio. Pur-

chased by Mr. Goldsmid, 22l. 11s. 6d. and afterwards sold at the

sale of his own library, in Deccmber following, for 291. 8s. 22 11 6
149 Mysteres des Actes des Apostres et de I’ Apocalypee, joués &

Paris, en l'hostel de Flandres, folio, ruled, blue morocco, Par.

1541. Purchased by Mr. Goldsmid, . . 14 00
Afterwards sold at the sale of his own library for 9L 2s. 6d. see '
nos. 298, 574.

151 Poesie del Petrarca, folio, a very fine manuscript upon vellum,
beautifully executed in the xivth centary, with two large paint-
ings (occupying the whole length of the pages) of the Triumph
of Death and Triumph of Faith, red morocco. Purchased by
Mr. Payne, 9150
156 Andreino, I’ Adamo,Sacrs Rapresentatnone.4to ﬁnt edmon, cuts,
by C. A. Procacino, rare, green morocco, Milan 1613. Pur-
chased by Mr. Burrell, . . 15 00
162 Gesta Romanorum, folio, a very beanuful mmuacnpt upon vellum
f one of the most ancient Story-Books extant. It was executed
for Charles V1. of France. It is written in a very legible band,
and is ornamented with nine very large Mliniature Paintings,
and o profusion of richly painted capitals, and various figures in
gold and colours at the beginning of each story ; bound in vellum.
Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . 46 00
This is the MS. from which the Engravmgs, facing page cxcix, and
at p. ccii, are given. I was the last bidder but one; and perhaps a
more reasonably sold article did not occur during the sale. The execu-
tion of the minuter illumination, first referred to, is as beautiful as
the subject itself is interesting.



NINTH DAY. 115

of the books of his predecessor Colonel Stanley : in other
words, to have resolved upon the disposal of his collection
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163 Geyleri Navicula sive Speculum Fatuorum, 4to. a most whimsical
collection of droll and amusing discourses, wholly different from
Brandt's Stultifera Navis, ornamented with a profusion of wood-
cats, very rare, Grolier’s copy, Argent. 1511, folio. Purchased
by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 42l.0s. 0d.
If the preceding article was cheaply sold, the present was beyond all
doubt the most extravagantly sold volume in the collection. It was, in
short, hardly any thing but the luzury of the Grorier BinpiNG (see
vol. ii. p, 470, &c.) which caused it to produce such a sum ; for, in the
ensuing year, another copy, less voluptuously adorned, was sold by Mr.
Evans for not more than 23!.
164 Here begynneth the Recuyel of the Histonyes of Troy, drawen
out of Latyn into Frenche, by Raou! le Fevre, and translated
into Englishe By Caxton, begonne in Bruges, and finishid in
Colen, 1471, folio, russia, imperfect, but contains the Colophon
with Caxton’s Account of the time when he executed the work.
Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 4810
165 Walpole’s Castle of Otranto, printed upon vellum, bluz morocco,
Parma, 1791. One of the most beautiful and fine specimens of
a modern book printed upon vellum. The edition was printed
by Bodoni, at the expence of Mr. Edwards, who had six copies
taken off upon Italian vellum, from each of which the sheets were
carcfully selected to render this copy as perfect as possible.
Purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, . . . 2 80
The Szconp Dav’s sale attracted a more numerous and splendid audience,
and produced a more powerful impression—both in diminishing the resources of
some, and replenishing the coffers of others. On that day the cream of the
Collection was supposed to be exhibited to view : namely, the veLLuM Livy of
1469. What insects of varied hues spread their dazzling wings to alight upon
this tempting dish of cream! Even now, methinks, I see Mr. Evans, aloft in Ius
chair of state, with this very Livy before him, upon which his hammer rested—as
1 sort of elevated desk. He seemed to exult in the coming storm of competition.
¢ Another Boccaccio day,’ might he be supposed inwardly to have exclaimed !
Well : we cannot stop to soliloguise for him—for the combatants are arranged in
battle-array, waiting for the trumpet to sound. The battle may be thus described.
The no. 183 Vitruvius by Campbell, in 5 vol. large paper, brought 30l. no. 197
Montfaucon Antig. Expliquée, 1722, 15 vol. large paper, 33l no. 202 Antichite di
Ercolano, 9 vol. 1755, 35I. What follows, merits to be brought more distinctly
under view.
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during his life time. Beyond all doubt the same owner had
ample reason to be satisfied with the result of the sale; for
if there were articles which produced Zess than had been too
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211 Opere di Piranesi, namely, Antichite Romane, Vedute di Roma,
Sepolcri degli Scipivne, Magnificenza ed Architectura di Roma,
Opere Varie, Fasti Consulares, Acqua Giulia, Antichite di Core,
Campus Martius, Antichite d’Albano e di Castel Gandolfo, Vasi
e Candelabri, Colonna Trajana e Antonina, Antichite di Poestum,
Teatro d’Ercolano, Maniere di adornare i Camini, 28 vol. bound
in 17, Atlas folio. The original Roman editions: very fine im-
prsesions of the plates, selected by Mr. E., a maguificent set,
bound in russia. Purchased by Mr. North, . . 815l 0s. 0d.
Le us add, well sold indeed!
224 Auli Gellii Noctes Atticee, fol. manuscript of the xvth century,
upon vellum, with all the richness of illumination in miniatures,
and capitals, which distinguish the fine Italian manuscripts of the
Classics published under the protection of the Medici family, &c.
Purchased by myself ; and afterwards disposed of to the Marguis
of Douglas for the price at which I had obtained it; namely, 36 15 0
263 Horatii Opera, manuscript of the xvth century, upou vellum, fol.
red morocco. . . . 125 00

This was a manuscript of the first splendor, both for writing and illu-
mination. Purchased by myself, and afterwards disposed of in the same
manner. Too much cannot be said in commendation of this besuteous
MS. which displayed all the delicacy and taste of Italian art. The
copper plate, facing p. cxiv. of volume i., was taken from one of its
embellishments. Consult also the number here referred to for Mr. Evans’s
description of it,

We now approach the verLum Livy : but just examine, for a second, vol. L
p- 381-2, note ; and page 14, ante. There was certainly a little error in judg-
ment in marshalling the two Livies: that is to say, in putting the very fine
cppy of Ulric Han’s edition immediately after the vellum editio princeps by
Sweynheym and Pannartz : for the competitors had not recovered the stunning
effect of the ¢ hurly burly’ of contention for the first precious article, ere the
second article was exhibited to view: which, indeed, may be said to have been
carried off from the field under the very smoke of the cannon which had

" thundered away over the first magnificent article! But now for this said magni-
ficent vellum Livy. The Duke of Devonshire appeared in person to the right of
Mr. Evans ; and, bidding for him, I took my station calmly at the bottom of the
table, facing the vendor of the tome. His Grace was present in order to take
up the bidding, if he should feel so disposed—and if the sum agreed upon between
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fondly calculated upon, there were others which unques-
tionably produced greatly more than their possessor, however
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ourselves should be insufficient to secure it. That sum was firmly fixed by his
Grace at 7501 ; and after bidding to that exteat, I turned from the table and
mingled with the combatants to witness the result. His Grace however remained
inflexibly silent; not a word escaped him; but a voice, issuing from a quarter
which I have never been able exactly to ascertain, kept up the bidding, against
Mr. Arthur Arch (who was the Esquirc for the knight ycleped Sir M. M. Sykes,
Bart. on the occasion) till it had reached the sum of 903L.—when ¢ the unknown’
gave in~—and Sir Mark, by means of his esquire, became victor, I will frankly
own that he evinced undaunted mettle in screwing his courage to its ¢ sticking
place :’ that he was prepared to make still greater sacrifices: and that, on my
commanicating to him the issue of the battle, he gloried in the victory he had
achieved, in a manner which renders him ever worthy of a foremost place in the
first rank of bibliomaniacs ! The vellum Livy slept within his mahogany book-
case on the self-same night of the day upon which it had been obtained. It now
therefore only remains to quote the Janguage of Mr. Evans in the descriptions of
the two Livies here mentioned :
218 Livii Historiarum quee supersunt cum Epistola Joannis Andree,
Episcopi Aleriensis ad Paulum 2 Pont. Max. folio, first edition,
PRINTED UPON VRLLUM, in the original binding. morocco,
Romz, 1469. Purchased by Messrs. Arch for Sir M. M. Sykes,
Bart. . . . . . 903L 0s.0d.
This splendid specimen of the press of Sweynheym and Pannartz
is the only copy of the first edition of Livy known to exist urov
veLLuM. It appears, by the arms at the bottom of the first page of the
history, to have been taken off for Alexander VI. when Vice-Chancellor
of the Roman See, and Governor of the Monastery of Soubiaco, where
Sweynheym and Pannartz took up their abede (being a German monas-
tery) when they introduced the art of printing into Italy.
79 Livii Historia Romana ex recognitione Campani, 2 vol, folio. A
copy of exquisite beauty and preservation. Rome, per Udalri-
cum Gallum. Purchased by Mr. Grenville, . . 22 10
See page 16, aute. This was a remarkably fine copy ; and
obtained upon the most reasonable terms,
27 Nonius Marcellus de Proprietate Sermonum, folio, printed upon
vellum, with the title aud 52 miniatures from the antique, in
relief on pale blue ground, most exquisitely painted for the
Medici Family, as appears by the arms in the beginning of the
work, bound in morocco, folio, Ven. Jenson, 1476. Purchased
by me for the Duke of Devonshire, . . . 199 10 0
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partial, could have ventured to anticipate. A very great
sensation was excited both before and during the sale: for
the bibliomaniacal reputation of Mr. Edwards was long pre-
viously known and generally diffused.

To those who had seen these treasures adorning the old
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¢ It is impossible (says DMr. Evans) for the beauty of this copy to be
surpassed.’ The initial letters were chiefly executed in brown upon a
light blue ground ; and were distinguished rather for their classical
composition than exquisite finishing. The vellum, generally speaking,
was good ; but, like all the vELLum Jensons which I have seen, not
free from discolour and freckle. This book was admirably well sold.
310 Prudentius, 4to. Manuscript of the Xth Century upon vellum
(formerly belonging to the Monastery of St. Gall), green marocco.
Purchased by the Marguis of Douglas, . . 23l.2s0d.
317 Strabonis Geographia, Latiné, ex versione Guarini Veronensi et
Gregorii Tiphernatis, folio, first edition, blue morocco. Rome,
per Sweynheym et Pannartz, 1469. Purchased by me for Sir M.
M. Sykes; aud excellently well sold . . . 42 00
The Tuiro Day was a complete day of virTu : ghe articles disposed of were
very elegant, very inviting, and, what is of more consequence to relate, very suc-
cessfully sold. Drawings and Engravings were ¢ the order’ of this day. Among
them, I shall only notice the following :
870 Zuingeri Theatrum Vit Humane, complectens omnia que, sive
natura, sive arte, constant, 9 vol. in 3, folio. A most beautiful
copy formerly belonging to Henry IV. of France, with his arms,
red morocco, Basil, 1604. Purchased by the late Duke of
Norfolk, . . . 16 16 0
377 Leonardo Da Vinci Regok. e Precetti della Plttura. folio. Manu-
script, with original drawings by Nicholas Poussin, morocco.
The original Manuscript of L. Da Vinci was deposited with the
Barberini family. Mr. De Chantelou, Minister of France at the Court
of Rome, wishing to obtain a transcript of the rules for drawing,
cuployed Nicholas Poussiu, then pursuing his studies at Rome, to make
drawings of what L. Da Vinci described, &c. See the catalogue. Pur-
chased by Mr. Thane, . 102 18 0
a78 Orders of the Venetian State for the Govemmem. of Istria, with a
painting, in which is the portrait of Nicolas Nani by Tintoret,
in a perfection of touch and strength of colouring which dis-
tinguish that great master, &c. See the catalogue. Purchased by
Mvr. Bindley, . . . 14 14 0



NINTH DAY. 119

manor house at Harrow—whose eyes had sparkled at their
radiance, and whose hearts had warmed at their worth—=no
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879 Orders of the Venetian State for the Government of Chioza, with
two very fine miniature paintings by Cavalliero Zelotti, the
competitor of P. Veronese ; one of which represents Domenico
Bragadino introduced by his tutelar Saint to our Saviour and
the Virgin. MS. on veLLum, of the most beautiful Italian
calligraphy, &c. See the catalogue. Purchased by Messrs. Long-
man and Co. . . . 13 0s. Od.
380 Portrut of Marc Anthony Bn.gadmo, md a correspondent
painting symbolical of the Venetian State ; both are said to be
executed by Titian, 1567, being part of a Book appointing him
to the government of Famagosta when that place was besieged
by the Turks, &c. See the catalogue. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, 18 18 0
409 Nanteuil's Portraits of the Principal Characters of the Court of
Lewis XIV. a very fine and complete collection of these chef-
d’euvres of art, with many duplicates of proofs before the letters,
contained in 230 Engravings, folio. Purchased by Mr. Saupders, 27 6 0
410 Vandyke's 167 Portraits of Kings, Princes, Artists, and Men of
Eminence, folio, a most beautiful collection. The very finest
impressions, with Vanden Enden’s name to all such plates as
occur with it, very rare. Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . 25 40
418 Cabinet de Crozat, 2 vol. folio, containing Engravings of the finest
Pictures in France, original edition. Most brilliant impressions
of the plates, beautiful copy, bound in red morocco by Padaloup,
Paris, 1729. In the subsequent re-impressions the loss of the fine
wooden blocks to represent drawings are supplied by aquatint
etchings. Purchased by Mr. Ray, . 2211 6
419 Earlom's Liber Veritatis, a collection of 200 prmu from the
designs of Claude Le Lorrain, £ vol. folio, proof impressions, red
morocco. Purchased by Mr. Dimsdale, . 28 70
422 Le Cabinet du Roi. A magnificent Collection of Engravmgs exe-
cuted by the best artists at the command and expense of Lewis
XIV. to present to crowned heads, and Ambassadors resident at
his court. This superb collection [for the specific contents con-
sult the catalogue] consisted of 26 volumes, bound iu 23, contain-
ing original editious and first impressions of the plates. Purchased
by Mr. North, . . . . . 155 00

The Fourtn Day contained Voyages and Trovels, and English History. I
select a few of the more piquant articles in the latter class.
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doubt we may suppose that more than onre melancholy sen-
sation took a full and entire possession of them. But the
fates are inexorable : they speak, and they are obeyed. Ac-
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571 Speed’s Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine, large paper,
best impressions of the plates, with a remarkably fine portrait of
Speed inserted, aud Sir H. Spelman’s portrait, by Faithorne,
1611. Purchased by Mr. North, . . 16L 16s.0d.
573 Sandford’s Genealogical History of England, by Stebbmg, folio,
best edition, large paper, extremely rare, fine copy in russia,
gilt leaves, 1707. Purchased by the late Duke of Norfolk, . 52 10 0
574 Rapin’s History of England, and Tindal’s Continuation, with
Vertue’s heads and monuments, very fine impressions, 6 vol.
folio, 1732, russia, gilt leaves. Purchased by Mr. Egerton, . 43 10
The Rapin is upon the largest paper, which is very rare, and the
continuation of Tindal upon fine paper, a very fine set.
587 Ashmole’s History of the Order of the Garter, folio, large paper,
very fine impressions of the plates, u beautiful copy in blue
morocco, Duke of Newcastle’s copy, 1672. Purchased by
Mr. North, . . . . 42 00
The Firrn Day was the shortest day in the sale ; but it was eminently dis-
tinguished for some rich and rare articles in the Histories of England and France.
Take the following, as no ordinary specimens :
612 Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum, 3 vol. fol. with all the plates,
very fine copy in the original binding in vellum, gilt leaves.
Purchased by Mr. Saunders, . . . 38 17 0
613 Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum in English, vmh Stevens's
Continuation, 3 vol. 1718. Purchased by Mr. Saunders, . 2 60
614 Dugdale’s History of St. Paul’s, folio, original edition, very fine
impressions, in russia, 1658. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 10 30
624 Camden’s Brhtaunia, by Gough, 6 vol. folio. Best edition, illus-
trated with more than 1000 Views from Grose, Stukeley, &c.

1806. Purchased by Mr. North, . . 52100
659 Dugdale's History of Warwickshire, folio, Hollar’s Plates, original
edition, russia, 1656. Purchased by Mr. Ray, 18 76

661 Whitaker’s Iistory of the Dcanery of Craven, folio, best edition,
large paper, plates coloured, green morocco, 1812. Purchased

by the late Duke of Norfolk, . . . 18 18 0
672 Cromques et Gestes des Treshaulx et Tresvertueux Faits de
Frangois Premier, commengans au temps de son Advenement &
la Couronne, 1514, par Andre de La Vigue Croniqueur du Roy
et Secretaire ordinaire de la Royne, folio, So much has been
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cordingly, away went the books : the gloomy chambers of the
metropolis received them for a while ; and then, after passing
¢in review ’ in Pall Mall, (a spot where the greater part of
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said concerning this truly maguificent illuminated MS. at vol. i.

P- cxv. ante, (to which is added a beautifully engraved fac-simile

of the first initial letter, P), that it is only necessary here to

remark that this article was purchased by myself, and afterwards

given up to Mr. North, at the price here affixed, . 1001. 0s. 0d.
707 Nobles et Excellens Faictz d’Armes du trés illustre et Victorieux

Duc Anthoine contre les Seduycts et abusez Lutheriens mes-

créans da Pays daulsays et autres, folio, printed upon vellum,

with miniatures and capitals illuminated, ruled, red morecco.

Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 80 90

We now approach the Sixtr and Last Day of this very interesting sale of
books. I have more than once observed upon the extreme partiality, entertained
by myself, towards this said day : * take it for all in all,’ we never perhaps ¢ shall
look upon its like again.’ I would be here, however, understood to speak with
reference exclusively to TasTE and sPLENDOUR in their purest sense. My friend
Atticus, I am aware, would have liked a rare Greek or English piece of poetry
or two, among the articles disposed of : Palmerin would have relished a Spanish
or English romance : Meliadus, an anique French mystery, & la St. Christophe ;
and Bernardo, a dramatic morceau ;—* trahit sua quemque voluptas!’ But I wish
for nothing more or less than the bibliomaniacal banquet precisely as it was
exhibited upon Mr. Evans’s table on thc last day of the sale of Mr, Edwards's
Library ! Honorio, methinks, exclaims ¢ amen, with all my heart!’ But we are
becoming restive or digressive.

The sale is begun. A delicious sprinkling of ¢ Natural History ® forms the
van-guard of this day’s ‘ array’. What an Heritier! Listen to the warbling
strains of Mr. Evans.

734 Heritier, Stirpes nova aut minus cognite, Par. 1784.—Heritier,
Cornus, Par. 1788, 2 vol. in 1, folio, vellum paper, with 60
engravings, and a duplicate set, coloured by Redouté, and each
plate surrounded by a border of gold. A matchless copy, being
selected expressly for Mr. Edwards by Heritier himself, who not
being perfectly satisfied with the accuracy of four of the plates,
pamely, 16, 20, 23, and 24, had coloured drawings of them made
by Redouté to insert in this copy, bound in russia. Purchased
by Mr. North, . . . . 37 00

750 Butfon, Histoire Naturelle, avec les Supplémens, 39 vol. 4to. best
edition, with three volumes folio, containing duplicate proof
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them had been acquired) they took opposite directions—
like leaves before the autumnal blast—and were scattered
never again to be consolidated or united ! Such is the pic-
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plates of all the animals and birds. Lewis the XVIth’s copy. The
first 17 vol. are most splendidly bound in blue morocco, lined
inside with red morocco and silk, the 19 last are in boards, and
the 3 vol. folio of the proof plates are half bonnd, uncut, morocco
backs, Par. de I'Impr. Roy. 1749. Purchased by Lord Ribbles-
dale ; and unquestionably one of the very finest cupies of a fine
work that was ever exhibited to public view, . 641, 0s.0d.
757 Salviani Historia Piscium et Aquatilium Animalium, folio, plates,
large paper, ruled, a most beautiful copy, bound in morocco, in
compartments, with the arms of Thuanus richly gilt, Rome, 1554
Purchased by Mr. Beckford, . 80100
With what pleasure (see vol. ii. p 478) have we before dwelt upon
this exquisite and unrivalled specimen of the bibliopegistic art!
Divinity, including Missals and Rituals, brings up the rear of the collection:
u rear-guard, at once splendid, strong, efficient, aud irresistible. I call to mind,
with a distinctness of recollection as if the cvent were ¢ of yesterday,’ the
eagerness, the ardour, the vigilance, and the spirit of the respective combatants !
But let us be orderly in our conduct. Hush! ¢ Oriental Theology’ makes the
first sensible impression :
798 The Koran of Mohammed written in the grandest and boldest of
Oriental Characters, enriched throughout with brilliant illumina-
tions. A most splendid manuscript in the highest preservation.
It was a present from Maulowa Mohammed Achmed to Nijul
al Dowlab, fol. with a blue morocco case. Purchased by the
Marquis of Douglas, . . 52100
800 Divanaghair Gheeta, or Adventures of Knslma in Sonscnt, 8vo.
A most beautiful ms. in the sacrcd language of Hindostan, exe-
cuted at Cashimire. It contains 101 Miniatures, of which 21 are
the size of the page, bound in crimson velvet. Purchased by
Messrs. Forster and Gordon, . . 92 50
But the ¢ Dear Bibles "—beginning with that of the Poon Man’s BisLz —
(requiring the wealth of the richest to become its purchaser !) now press upon
us in nearly all forms and languages : and the brow of cach champion is firmly
kuit, and the sword of the same hath a deadly-sharpened edge.
804 Biblia Paupcrum. A very fine and perfect copy, and none of the
plates injured by being painted, which iy generally the case ;
bound in morocco. This book was purchased by me for the
Duke of Devonshire. It was in every respect a most desirable
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ture of our lives:..but if fortune had blest me with the
power of performing what my wishes had led me to desire,

\
SaLe or Me. Epwarps’s LiBrary.
copy; but obtnined, however, at a trimming price|—his Grace
having resolved to become the possessor of it. Mr. Edwards,
I have reason to thiuk, had not calculated upon much above 80
guineas as the sum which it would produce, . 2101, 0s. 0d.

807 Biblia Sacra Polyglotta, edente Walton, et Castelli Lexicon Poly-

glottum, 8 vol. folio, very fine copies, in blue morocco. The
bible is ruled, and has the original republican preface to the
Polyglot, Lond. 1657. Purchased by Mr. Watson, . 61 00

808 Biblia Sacra Latina, Vulgate Versionis, 2 vol. folio, Moguntie,

per Fust et Schoiffher, 1462. Printed upon vellum and deco-
rated with rich illuminations. This is the first edition of the
Latin Bible with a date. A magnificent copy, the finest which
has been offered to public sale for many years. The book is as
fair and fresh as when it came from the press; the leaves were
carefully selected from two very fine copies, 2 vol. splendidly
bound in blue morocco. Purchased by Mr. Lioyd, . 17500

809 Biblia Sacra Latina, cum Interpretationibus Hebraicorum Nomi-

num, 2 vol. folio. The first edition of the Latin Bible printed at
Paris. A remarkably fine copy, in blue morocco, Par. 1476.
Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . . 34 26
Mr. Evans thus concludes his observations upon this very desirable
edition. * The edition is unusually rare; and Mr. Edwards, who, from his
valuable and extensive correspondence on the continent, obtained more
early printed books than were ever imported by any one individual,
was yet more than twenty years before he could obtain a fine copy.

810 Biblia Sacra Latina, fol. Ven. per Jenson, 1479. Purshased by

Mr. Triphook for Mr. George Hibbert, . . 115 10 0
¢ Printed upon vellum. This beautiful copy, of an extremely rare
edition of the Bible printed by Jenson, is the only one which has
occurred in any sale for many years. It belonged to Sixtus IV. as
appears by his arms in the beginning of the bouk, &c. The capitals
are richly illuminated, and at the commencement is an elegant minia-
ture ; bound in red morocco.’ It was a beautiful book, and is remark-
able for presenting us with a specimen of Jenson’s larger guthic type:
his Bible of 1476 being printed in his small letter.

812 Biblia Sacra Germanica, ex recognitione Martini Lutheri, 2 vol. folio,

with woud-cuts, iu the original binding, Vitemb. 1541,

Mr. Evans shall not be here abridged of one tittle of his well told tale
respecting this most precious copy. ¢ The first edition (says he) of
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a different result had attended the fate of a few of the rarer
and more precious articles ! However, let the Vellum Livy

SaLe or Mr. Epwarps’s Lisrany.

Luther’s translation of the Bible after his final revision. His own copy,
which be used till his decease. This copy must always excite the
deepest interest and most lively emotions in the breast of every
Protestant. The manuscript notes prefized to each volume seem to
introduce us to the closet and acquaintance of a bright assemblage of
Reformers. We find Luther exhibiting in the privacy of retiremeat the
same unshaken confidence in the Deity under the persecutions he was
suffering, as he nobly evinced in public. In a manuscript note in the
second volume he trauscribes the verse of the 23rd Psalm: ¢ Etiam
quum ambularem per vallem lethalis umbre, non timerem malum, quia
tu mecum es,’ and then adds o passage strongly indicative of his own
exalted ideas of faith. He appears to have bequeathed this copy to
BuaenBaGzN, who, on the 19th of May, 1556, wrote in it a pious
distich and some religious sentiments, in which he denies the necessity
of profane learning. The illustrious MELANCTHON was its next possessor.
He writes a remarkable passage relative to the final consnummation of
all things, and intimates his belief that the end of the world is not far
distant, adding * may Jesus Christ, the Son of Almighty God, preserve and
protect his poor flock, scriptum manu Philippi, 1557." The same year it
passed into the hands of GEorck MaJor, another Reformer, who has
written in it a compendious exposition of his faith, signed with his name.
In this version Luther omits the contested verse in St. John's Epistle,
relative to the three heavenly witnesses.’
After such a description, it might not, perdie, have been a very forced or a very
fanciful conclusion, that, either the British Museum, or the Archicpiscopa Library
at Lambeth, would hiave stretched forth its potent arm to select this sisricAL
oen for the archives of one of these collections. But ¢ Dis aliter visum ‘est.” Two
private individuals, of less potency, but of equal spirit, resolved to compete with
each other for the possession of the same: and these were my good friends
Mr. R, Heber and Mr. G. Hibbert. Their contest was equally vigorous and
glorious—and in such a fight, victor aud vanquished almost partake of the same
bibliomaniacal immortulity. But the latter was the fortunate champion, at the
reasonable sum of . . . . 891. 5s. 0d.
821 Evangelia Quatuor, Grece, folio. A magnificent manuscript upon
vellum of the tenth century, most elahorately executed. The
subject of each page is designated at the top in letters of gold.
Bound in blue velvet, with bronze-gilt medallions of the birth of
our Saviour and the adoration of the Magi on the sides. Purchased

by Mr. Payne for Dr. Burney, - . . . . 210 00
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and Bedford Missal reflect ample‘credit upon those book-
Knights by whose valour they were won. We must now
proceed with our bibliomaniacal chronology.

Sare o Mr. Epwanps’s Lisnany.

822 Evangelia Quatuor, Latine, 4to. A most beautiful and perfect
Manuscript of the tenth century upon vellum, in the finest
condition, with all the capital letters gilt; bound in velvet,
embroidered borders, and an ancient diptych in ivory, of the
crucifixion on the side; in a russia leather case. Purchased by
the Marguis of Douglas, . . . . 574 15s. 0d.

824 Psalterium Greco Latinum, folio. A manuscript of the ninth
century upon vellum, of the first curiosity and importance,
written in a very fair and legible hand with this peculiarity—the
Greek is written in Roman characters, by which means we elicit
the curious and interesting knowledge of the exact pronunciation
of the Greek language, as spoken at that period when the
Byzantine empire was in its literary glory. Sec the cataloguc
for the remainder of the description. Purchased by the Marquis
of Douglas, . . . . 110 50

Now follow the Hours, PravEers, Orrices : of these, no. 825, Hore, in 8vo.
executed in the xvith century, brought 36l. 15s.: no. 826, ¢ Preces Pie,’ 12mo.
of the same age, was sold for 371 16s.—but the three last articles, in the shape
of a Boxz, shall thus tell their own tales, with a necessary abridgement in the
last—as several pages (see vol. i. p. cxxxvi, &c.) have been already devoted to
a description of the same treasure :

828 Officium Beate Virginis, 8vo. An elegant little Book of Offices
of the Sixteenth Century executed in Italy. Each page is en-
circled with gold. Tt has 14 large paintings, and the Calendar
is ornamented with a horder filled with appropriate emblematic
devices. The paintings are by various hands. It was obtained
from the collection of Count Macarthy after several negotiations,
and is one of the most beautiful that was ever brought into this
country; blue morocco, with gold clasps. Purchased by Mr.
Thane, . . . . . 89 50
Thns far Mr. Evans. In this book was the following memorandum
by Mr. Edwards himself. ¢ The paintings arc by varions hands, and
unequal : but on the whole it is the prettiest that ever came into my
bands. (Lord Lansdowne shewed me one very like it which Lady
Pomfret bought in Italy.) I first saw it in the cabinet of Count
Macarthy at Toulouse, and offered whatever he chose to estimate it at.
He said, *till he could replace it by svme other of equal merit for his
library, he could not part with it, but would leave it as a legacy. About
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Scarcely a month had elapsed from the sale of the library
of Mr. Edwards, when the Public were surprised and grati-
fied by a sale of Duplicates from the copious and richly

SaLe oF Ma. Epwarps’s Lisrany.

ten years after, I sent him the beaatiful copy of the Dictys Cretensis,
mentioned in the Bibliog. Instruct. and which was in the Gaignat
Collection ; and he, in return, sent me this Book of Offices by James
Payne : but it was nearly wrecked on entering Dover Pier. I after-
wards bound it in blue morocco with gold clasps. I.E. Yet however
beautiful or exquisite might have been this article, in the estimation of
its late owner, it was mucr ecLIPSED by the succeeding.
829 Officium Beate Virginis, 12mo. A delicate little Book of Offices
of the Sixteenth Century, in roman characters. The paintings
exquisitely finished, the writing admirable, and the border most
playfully ornamented in the best style, with devices and mottos
of the family for whom it was executed. This is by far the most
exquisite of the Italian illuminated offices that Mr. Edwards
ever had an opportunity of obtaining ; blue morocco. Purchased
by Mr. North, . . .- 1201, 0s. Od.
See vol. i. p. clxxx, for an ample description, with numerous fac-similes
from this exquisitely beautiful and interesting little volume.
830 The celebrated Bedford Missal, or Book of Prayers and Devotional
Offices, executed for Jobn Duke of Bedford, Regent of France,
containing 59 miniature paintings, which nearly occupy the
whole page, and above a thousand small miniatures of about an
inch and a balf in diameter, displayed in brilliant borders of
golden foliage, with variegated flowers, &c. at:the bottom of
every page are two lines in blue and gold letters to explain the
subject of each miniature, &c. &c.” Not one word more in the
present place ; for the subject has been well nigh exhausted (if it
can be exhausted) in the preceding pages: see vol. i. p. cxxxvi,
&c. It was purchased by the Margquis of Blandford (now Duke
of Marlborough) against Mr. North—after as sharp and gallant
a contest as ever was witnessed in an auction-room. Beyond
all doubt this volume was, in every respect, the JuriTer PLaNzT
of the CoLLECTION !* . . . 687 15 0

* Mr. Edwards had made the following memorandum within it: ¢ Mr. T.
Payne offered me, for the library of Eton, 500 guineas for it at the Sub-hasta
dinner, but I refused.” ¢ Bp. of Rochester (afterwards of Ely) in Oct. 1806
desired me to give him the offer if I parted witb it, at 500 guineas; as he wished
to leave it to Eton College.” In Feb. 1813, I offered Mr. E. 500 guineas for it,
but he refused.
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furnished library of his Grace the DukE of DEVONSHIRE.®
I hesitate not to call this a very extraordinary sale of dupli-
cates ; and will, indeed, defy the most sedulous searcher of

The ¢ Greek Vases® followed on the same day ; but only the first four subor-
dinate ones, at trifling prices, were sold. The remaining were put up at from
2 to 300L each, with the exception of the grand Caro pr MoNTE Vase;
which was offered at 700l —the price for which it had been obtained by Mr.
Edwards : but no one bid upon it. Surely, surely, another 30l might have
secured it for the Britisn Musreux !—where there is so fine a collection of
similar vases, which belonged to the late Sir Wm. Hamilton—and where, fine
and exquisite as such vases are generally and justly allowed to be, the one, of
which we are now speaking, might nevertheless be considered

velut inter igues
Luna minores

And here, gentle reader, borrowing an expression from a well known diplomatic
dispatch, let us draw a * rideau’ over the scene we have been just contemplating.
In other words, let us conclude our account of the SALE oF THE LiBrARY or
THE LATE MR. J. Epwarps. If I have been faithful to those impulses of
bibliomaniacal chivalry which I unfeignedly acknowledge to bave felt, such
account will be found to be neither garbled in selection, nor stinted in execution.
Let us say therefore that the late Mr. James Edwards was a deserving member
of the BiBLIOMANIACAL ROUND TaBLE.

*® sale of Duplicates from the copious and richlyfurnished library of His Grace
the Duxe or Devownsarre.] Beyond a doubt Lisardo is justified in calling
this ¢ a very extraordinary sale of Duplicates” Indeed I doubt if ever a sale,
of such bond-fide duplicates, had before occarred, or is likely again to occur. In
France, the VaLrizrg, Lomente, and MacarTHY sales of duplicates deserve
not tv be mentioned in the same breath with that of the Devonsuire vurLI-
catzs—especially in the class of books which relates to the Infancy of the Art of
Printing. The reader shall be satisfied of the truth of this assertion in less than
three minates. The following list forms its own text and commentary. The
order is alphabetical :

96 Cervantes, Don Quixote de la Mancha, first edition, fine copy in

russia, Madrid, 1605. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 6l.12s. 6d.
97 Chaucer’s Noble and Amerous Aiicyent Hystory of Troylus and

Cresyde, fine copy, very rare, morocco ; imprynted by Wynkyn

de Worde, 1517. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. 39180
103 Aristotelis Opera, Greece, 6 vol. first edition, a fine and perfect
copy, Aldus, 1495. Purchased by Sir M. M. Sykes, . 15150

105 Aristophanis Comedie, Grace, first edition, blue morocco, Veu.
apud Aldum, 1498. Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. 770
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catalogues to shew me anything, of a like nature, which
dare ¢ lift its head’ in competition with it. I admit that the
articles, generally speaking, were not distinguished for their
amplitude or condition ; but then you must always bear in

- Sare or Tux Duxe or Devonsuine’s DupLicaTes.

107 Esopi et Gabrim Fabule, Gr. first edition, red morocco, Ven.

ap. Aldum, 1505. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 4L 15. Ode
110 Apuleii Opera, first edition, of the greatest rarity, Rome, in domo

Petri dc Maximo, 1469. Purchased by Mr. Payne, 28 70
111 Aulus Gellius, first edition, damaged, blue morocco, in domo

Petri de Maximis, 1469. Purchased by Mr. Payne, 6 86
119 Boetius de Consolatione Philosopbiee, Lat. et Germ. cum Com-

mentario Thoma de Aquino, first edition, rare, Coburger, 1473.

Purchased by Messrs. Longmun and Co. . 2 00
120 Biblia Sacra Germanica, ¢ vol. the first edition of the Blblc in the

German language, very fine copy in blue morooco. Purchased

by Mr. Heber, . . 27 10 0
123 Biblia Sacra Gr. apud Aldum, 1518, foho, THICK PAPER.

Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . 45 30
129 Catholicon, in urbe Moguntina, 1460. P'urchaed by Mesrs.

Longman and Co. . . 50 80

130 Ceesaris Opersa, first edition, ruled, red morocco, Romo in domo

Petri de Maximis, 1469, Indifferent copy. Purchased by Mr. Heber,7 7 0
151 Cesaris Opera, very fine copy of a rare edition, in red morocco,

Jenson, 1471. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 9 00
132 m===—— ¢ reccnsione et cum notis Clarkii, 2 vol. largest papcr,

very fine copy bound in red morocco by R. Payne, Tonson, 1712.

Purchased by Mr. Astle, . . . 31160
141 Cicero de Oratore ad Quintum Fratnm, an early edition, without

date, place, or name of the priuter. It ends with Et sic est

finis (the Soubiaco edition.) Purchased by Mr. Payne for Mr.

Grenville. Consult vol. ii. p. 523, respecting the subsequent

purification of this copy, from the dirt and dinginess with which

it was encrusted, by the skill of Charles Lewis, the well known

bibliopegist, . 33 16
263 Caxton’s Cronycle of Englonde, wnth the Fruyte of Tymel,

6 leaves wanting, of which five are supplied by manuscript.

Enprynted by me William Caxton, 1480. Purchased by Mr.

Hutton . . 17 50
264 Doctrinal of Sapyence, tmmlated mto Englyashe by William

Caxton; wants six leaves, but has the last leaf. Caxton me

fieri fecit. Purchased by Mr. Hutton, . . . 8120
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mind that duplicates necessarily imply inferior copies to
those which are retained. Yet they made amends in quality,
in intrinsic worth, rarity, and peculiarity, for their occa-

Save or THE Duxe or DevoxsaIRE's DuPLicATES.
265 Durandi Codex divinorum Officiorum. The first edition, printed
upon vellum, yellow morocco, per J. Fust and P. Gernszheym,
1459. Purchased by Mr. Nicol, . . 84 00
282 Etymologicum Magnum, Gr. Musuri, first ed.mon, a very large
copy in russia, Ven. ap. Calliergum, 1499. Purchased by Messrs.

Longman and Co. . . 5100
283 Eatropii Historia, 1471. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 3150
301 Homeri Opera, Gremce, 1488. 2 vol. first edition in russia,

Florenti®, Purchased by Mr. Lioyd, . .57 150

302 ————————————— cum Scholiis Ensht.hu, 4 vol. first edition,
very rare, Rome, 1542. Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . 28 10 0
317 Isocratis Opera, Graece, 1493, first edition, Mediolani. Purchased

by Mr. Heber, (indifferent copy) . . 8130
324 Justini Historia, first edition, in yellow morocco, Jensou, 1470

Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 4 70
325 JustlmHuﬂmn,mgmenmonmo,apudZsmtum 1474. Purdmed

by Mr. Heber, . 2 50
409 Lascaris Grammatica Grzca, red morocco, Aldm, 1484, (mdlﬂ'e-

rent copy.) Purchased by Mr. Lloyd, 2100

421 Demetrii Chalcondyl® Erotemata, Gregorius Conntlms de Dia-
lectis, &c. Without date, place, or name of the printer, but
supposed to be printed at Milan: first edition, of great rarity,
Purchased by Mr. Nicol, . 2 00
430 Luciani Opera, Greece, first edition, wants the title, Flor 1496.
Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 616 6
433 Lucretii Opera, the first edition with a date, red morocco, Veron:,
1486. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 13130
487 Livii Historia, 2 vol. the first edition with a d-te, very rare,
imperfect, Vindelin de Spirs, 1470. Purchased by Mr. Heber, 5 10 0
466 Ovidii Opera, 2 vol. in 1, very rure, Ven. per Jacobum Rubeum,

1474. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 1710 0
568 Opere del Petrarca, first edition, red morocco, V'mdelm de Sp:n,
1470. Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . 27 16 6

586 Plinii Historia Naturalis, the first edition, a book o!' the grumest
rarity, bound in yellow morocco, Ven. Spira, 1469. Purchased

by Mr. Hayes, . . . . 32 00
57 Rome, per Sweynheim, et Pannartz,
1470, (indifferent copy.) Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 310

VOL. IIN. K
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sional defectiveness of size or condition: and moreover it
must be remembered that there were some few half-scores
of articles singularly covetable from their condition as well
as rarity.

Savre or THE Duxe or Devonskire’s DurLicaTEs.
588 Plinii Historia Naturalis, Ven. Jenson, 1472, bound in russia,
Purchased by Mr. Watson, . . 5 00
591 Plinii Epistole, first edition, 1471. Purchased by Mr. Knight, 5150
593 Plauti Comoediz, per Georgium Alexandrioum emendate, in

russia, Opera J. de Colonia et Vindelini de Spira, 1472.

Purchased by Mr, Heber, . . 5 76
602 Quintus Curtius, the first edition, mthout date. Pundmad by
Mr. Heber, . . 12 00

603 Quinti Curtii Historia Alenndn Magm, seoond edition, red
morocco, apud Vindelin de Spira. Purchased by Mr Heber, 4 10
621 Silius Italicus, first edition, red morocco, Rome, per Sweynheim

et Pannartz, 1471. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 2211 6
622 Senecee Tragoedie, first edition, extremely rare, blue morocco,
Purchased by Mr. Speare, . . . 24 10 0

626 Suetonii Opera, first edition, in yellow morocco, Romm in Pinea

chlone Via Pape, 1470. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 11 110
in red morocco, Jenson, 1471. Purchased by Mr.

Heber, . . N o . 13 00
759 Thucydides, Grece, first edition, Aldus, 1502, red morocco.

Purchased by Mr. Lioyd, . 5156
760 Theooritus, Hesiodus, Theognis, et alii, Grmoe, ﬁrst edltwn, red

morocco, Ven. Aldus, 1495. Purchased by Mr. Lloyd, . 6 00
761 Theodori Iutrodnctivee Grammatices, libri 4, first edition, fine

copy, in blue morocco, Ven. ap. Aldum, 1495. Purchased by Mr.

627

Heber, B . 5126
762 Thesaurus Cornucopiz et Horti Adomdns, Greoe, first edlhon,
apud Aldum, 1496. Purchased by Mr. Lioyd, . 5100

791 Xenophontis Cyropmdia et Anabasis, Gr. et Lat. Hutchmsom,
4 vol, the largest paper, bound in russia, Oxon. 1735. Purchased
by Messrs. Arch, . 42 00
793 De Bry, Collectiones Peregnnauonum in Indxam Onenulem, et
Indiam Occidentalem, 5 vol. Franc. 1590.
*.* This copy contains the cight first parts of Debry’s Collection of
Voyages to the West Indies, and all the Voyages to the East Indies,
except the ninth part. It has the twelfth part of the Eastern Voyages,
which is the rarest of all the parts and the appendix to Congo.
Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . . . 26 00
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A more surprising sale followed hard upon the preceding,
and marked the close of the book-sales of the summer of
1815. Mr. Evans, who disposed of His Grace of Devon-
shire’s duplicates, had scarcely got rid of the same treasures,
ere he received a very choice collection, chiefly of Greek and
Roman Classics, which had long distinguished the library
of his Grace THE LATE DUkE oF GEAFTON.® That collec-

Remember, gentle reader, I do not pretend to assert that the copies, here
sold, were uniformly remarkable for their size or soundness, as the term duplicate
generally implies inferiority of condition in the article disposed of : but I must
be permitted to observe that, consideriug their number as well as rarity, they
gave no small notion of the riches of that collection whence they had ¢ stolen
their balmy sweets.’ Also, upon the whole, the sums given for these ¢ balmy
sweets,’ afford no trifling evidence of their precious fragrance. The sale took
place on the 29th of May, and four following days. Total amount of the sale,
25641

® the library of his Grace the late Duxe or Grarron,] Various were the
expressions of surprise, and uot a few the gesticulations of gladness, on the dis-
persion of this library : particularly as the late Duke had been distinguished for
his love of choice and rare books. Messrs. G. and W. Nicol dressed the
catalogue. It is plain, and made to tell its own tale very effectively—and the
prices, for which most of the rarer articles were sold, told a not less efficient tale.
Here was large paper in abundance, of the very bettermost description. It is not
in every library (says the ¢ dressesrs’ of the cataloguc just mentioned) that the
ZEachylus of Stanley, the Euripides of Barnes, the Pindar of West, the Xenophon
of Hutchinson, the Hesiod of Robinson, and the Casar of Clarke, are all to be
found on the largest paper.’...¢ In short, (go on these skilful ¢ dressers’ of a
bibliomaniacal repast) it is not too much to say, that such a Collection of fine
Books, considering their number, [959 articles] never were exhibited for sale,
in this or any other country: for they consist, with some duplicates, of all the
rare and virtdl part of a large library, collected with great taste and considerable
expense ; leaving the Library, at the same time, in possession of its Books of
Science, Amusement, and Information.” Bravo! Now for proof of the piquant
repast spread by the able hands before mentioned. Mr. Evans had the disposal
of the several dishes of which the repast consisted :

50 Novam Test. Grec. e Cod. MS. Alex. Curd Woide, Londini,
1786, 4to, Imprxssum 1N Memsranis. Purchased by Mr.
Baber, . . . .

36 The Newe Testament, Lat. and Eng. by Coverdale, Southwarke,
1538, 4to. beautiful copy, morocco. Purchased by Mr, Heber, 7 0 0

26 50



132 NINTH DAY.

tion was eminently marked both by early editions and large
paper copies of the classics in question; and considering
that so much had been done, in trials of strength, in the

SaLe or T8E Duxe or GrarToxN’s Lisrary.
158 Ciceronis Opera Philos. V. de Spira, 1471, folio, fine large copy.
Purchased by Mr. Triphook, . . 12 12 0
159 Cicero de Officiis, 1465, 4to. INn MeMBRANIS. Ten inches in
height. [emphatic and honourable distinction!] Purchased by

Mr. Payne, . 78150
163 =——— de Finibus. Edn.. Prin. Venet. 1471 Fine copy. Pur-

chased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . 12120
194 Plinii Hist. Naturalis, I. de Spira, 1469. Fine copy; bound by

De Rome. Purchased by Mr. Payne, . 40 19 0

208 Of Englishe Dogges, &c. Translated by A. Flemmg, from the
Latin by J. Caius. Lond. 1576, 4to. Purchased by a very bib-
liomaniacal Mastiff—for 770
270 Rhetores Graci. Aldus. 1508, foho Purchami by Mr. Spea'e: 16 16 0
77 Demosthenis Orationes, Aldus, 1504. Purchased by Mr. Heber, 10 12 6
300 Ciceronis Epist. Familiares, Valdarfer, 1470. Purchased by Mr.

Heber, . 12 17 6
& Plinii Epistole, 1471, folio. Edtt Prin. Fine eopy Purchased by
Lord Clive, . . 21 00

851 Apuleius, 1469, folio. Edit. Pnn Purchawi by Mr. Payne, . 38 17 0
363 The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia: in beautiful ancient

binding : and containing the following note in the hand-writing

of the time: ¢ This was the Countess of Pembroke’s own booke,

given me by the Countess of Montgomery, her daughter, 1625.”

Purchased by Mr. Heber, . . 917 6
386 Ciceronis Opera; Oliveti, 1740, 4to. 9. vols. Charta Marima,

Purchased by Lord James Fitsroy, . 9 60
412 Homeri Opera, Gr. 1488, folio, 2 vols. Edit. Prin. red morocco.

Purchased by Mr. Payne, . . 69 60
414 =——e— cum Comment. Eustathii, 1542, &c follo, 4 vol. Fine

copy. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 3 00
418 Cura Clarke, 1729, 4to. 4 vol. Chart. Ma.r mor. Pur-

chased by Mr. Payne, .42 00
432 Hesiodus, Gr. Lat. Cura Robmson, 1737, 4to Cha.ru Maxima.

morocco. Purchased by Mr. Grenville, . .100 00
434 Orphei Argonautica et Hymni, Junta, 1500, 4to. Edu Prin.

Purchased by Mr. Grenville, . 29 00

445 Pindari Ode, Gr. and Lat. Com. West. 1697, follo, Chart Max.
Purchased by Mr. Renouard, . . . . 25 00
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preceding sales, great was the marvel that the feats exhi-
bited in the Grafton Contest should partake of that spirit,
skill, and perseverance, which unquestionably distinguished

Sare or TaE Duxx or GRaFTON’Ss L1BRARY.
480 Gnomologia et Muszus. Lit. Cap. Fine copy : nncut. Purchased

by Mr. Payne, . 43 10
516 Virgilius, Elz. Arst. 1676, 8vo. Chart.Mu moroccu. Purchased

by Mr. Payne, . . 17 00
567 Lucani Pharsalia, 1469, folio. Edit. Pm. Purchuedby Sir M. M.

Sykes, Bart. . 24 13 6
579 Valerius Flaccus. Bonon 1474. Edu Pnu. Purchased by Sir

M. M. Sykes, Bart. . . 8 00
666 Earipides, Gr. and Lat. Cura Bnmes, 1694, folio, Chart. Max.

Purchased by Mr. Renouard, . . 31100

721 Geographiz Veteris Scriptores, Gr. Min, 1698, Bvo 6 vol. Chart.
Max. Purchased by Mr. Renouard: and cheaply purchased, 15 10 0
752 Justinus. Jenson, 1470, folio, Edit. Prin. Purchased by Mr.

Nicol, . B 12 12 0
770 Thucydides Cura Duken, 1781, folio, ¢ vols Clnrt. Max. Pur-

chased by Mr. Payne, . . . 40190
778 Xenophontis Opera. Cura Hutclunson, 1727, 4to. 4 vol. Chart.

Mar. Purchased by Mr. Payne, . . 53 00
785 Dionysius Halicarnassensis Cura Hudson, 1704, foho, Chart. Max.

2 vols. Purchased by Mr. Jeffery, . 12 12 0
790 Livii Hist. Rom. 1738, 4to. Cura Dmkenborcb 7 vol. Chart.

Max. Purchased by Lord James Fitsroy, . . 33120

813 Cesaris Comment. Cura Clarke, 1712, morocco, Chart. Max.
Purchased by Mr. Nornaville, [at a tremendous price !] . 64 10
The Duke of Devonshire’s copy (see page 128, antc) was in every
respect as finc: yet it did not produce so much by 261.
783 Quintus Curtius, 1470. Edit. Prin. folio. Purchased by Mr. Payne,21 0 0

Thus much almost entirely for Grexx ANDp Larin Crassics—and a more
select eahibition bad rarely, if ever, been scen. The LaRGE raPER HEarNES
followed briskly after the foregoing : of these, the Alured of Beverley, 1717, 8vo.
brought 20L the W. of Newbridge, 14l. 14s. the Robert of Gloucester, 1724,
91l the J. Glastoniensis Cronica, 1726, 19l. 8s. 6s. the Otterbourne and
Whetamsted, 1732, 211. the Benedictiue Abbas, 1735, 8vo. 22l. 11s.6d. Roper’s
Life of More, 1716. 8vo. 20. 9s. 6d. The purchasers of thesc and of several
others were chiefly Mr. Bonnor, and Mr. Bernard, Let us conclude in the
folowing formal order.

* 889 Patten’s Expedicion of the D. of Somerset, 1548, 8vo. Purchased
by Mr. Burrell, . . . 23100
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- them. The second part of the TowNELEY CoLLECTION
followed the Grafton sale; but as we have before noticed
this, in our account of the first part of the same collection,
we may here take leave of the bibliomaniacal warfare, as
exhibited at book-sales, for the year of our Lord, 1815.
Let us therefore fancy our chaises at the door ; and upon
the dropping of the hammer of Mr. Evans upon the last
"Townleian article, let us dart away for the quiet, freshness,
and picturesque beauty of our gray-tinted fermes orneés.

Lorexzo. "Tis well observed, great monarch of the day;
but, with your majesty’s permission, we must quickly bring
you back again to the metropolis—and fancy the approach
of the next winter, or rather the return of the next spring—
when we bid adieu to rurgl delights for metropolitan enjoy-
ments. Your chaise therefore is returned to the door of our
book-auction vendors, and we wait your marshalling of the
troops and leaders who distinguished themselves in the Book
Auction campaigns of the year 1816.

SaLe oF TrE Duxe or GrarToN's L1BRARY.
895 Prynne’s Records, 1666, folio, 3 vols. LARGE PAPER. Purchased

by Mr. Payne, . . 76 13 0
900 Willis's Mitred Abbies, 1718, 2 vols LARGE PAPER. Purchased
by Mr. Durrant, . . 18 10 0

901 Burnet's History of the Retormauon,lﬁ79. &ec. foho, 3 vols. large

paper, gilt leaves, illustrated with a great many additional por-
traits. Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . 106 10
Messrs. Nicol called this ¢ a matchless copy’=— on the score, I pre-
sume, of its heing illustrated, as well as upon large paper. The condi-
tion and the binding were inferior to the late Bishop of Ely’s copy,
now in the Duke of Devonshire's collection, but wanting the third

volume

911 Histoire de France par Mezeray, 1643, folio, 3 vols. grand papier.
Purchased by Mr. Clarke, . . 105 00
But we must here pause.  The sale commenced on the 6th of June, 1815, and
continued the five following days. The amount was 3940l. 14s. Doubtless this
was a very tempting repast—and to the honour of the guests who partuok of it, it
must be observed that they feasted ¢ right jollily ’ upon the luxuries of the table.
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Lisaepo. With all my heart. Yet, if my memory be not
treacherous, that same year was not so much distinguished
for metropolitan book-warfare: for, with the exception of
the sale of the TALLEYRAND LiBrARY,* there was little of

® sale of the TALLEYRAND Liprarv.] A word or two, by way of proheme,
before we come to the pounds, shillings, and pence narrative. The library in
question had lain three or four years in the warehouse of Messrs. Leigh and
Sotheby, in the Strand, previously to its dispersion by auction. It had been con-
signed to the care of an emincnt mercantile house in the city, and more than
one ¢ good round sum’ had, I believe, been offered for the possession of it. The
fate of it, however, depended upon the fiat of that arch politician Monsievr
TaLLEYRAND ; whose vacillating politics sometimes iuclined him one way and
sometimes another. Tn fact, the fortunes of his master were at that time
banging in a very tremulous balance, and the ¢ arch politician’ aforesaid preserved
asort of sympathising equivocation respecting the disposal of his books. If
Booaparte had known of their detention and probable sale in this country, he
would doabtless have twinged the ear’ of his ci-devant minister much more
roughly than Pheebus did that of the Mantuan-Bard. However, whercver the
fault lay, the golden opportunity had gone by : the books came to the hammer
very many days ¢ after the fair.” The spirits of the combatants, as Lisardo above
intimates, bad flagged : money grew scarce : books becamc plenty—there were
veudors, but not purchasers, in abundance. Add to these sinister omens, a con-
siderable portion of the library itself (the least valuable part of it) had been
damaged by the foundering of one of the vessels, at our dock-gates. Such is my
proheme. Let us now rush at once to the auction-room.

The Sale commenced on the 8th of May 1816, and coutinued (with the usual
nbbatical exceptions) for the seventeen following days. The catalogue con-
sisted of 198 pages, and there were copies upon fine paper. The order of the
dressing was alphabetical. I shall select only the rarer and more high-priced
articles ; premising that the name of Labure or Laboucher, as a purchaser, is
indicative of the article being bought in. There was a great shew of black letter
on the first day: but the works which brought high prices were chiefly of &
botanical description. Amouant of the first day, 3451. 19s. The vera edizione
of the Giunta Boccaccio of 1527, on the second day’s sale, produced 22I. and
the quarto Buffou, in 43 vols. red morocco, was purchased for 63l. A large
paper set of Bayle’s Works, in 9 volumes, brought 534 11s. and Bloch’s
Ichthyology, 12 vols. in 6, was bought in for 42l. The black letter still continued
to hang heavy on hand, and the close of the second day's sale produced 403L 15s.
On the third day there were some highspriced belles-lettres articles; while the
Adam Cicero of 1472 was purchased by Mr. Baber for 13l. 13s. and the
Large Paper Olivct edition was obtained by Mr. Laing for 105..  Although the
fourth day’s sale produced 5071..12& 6d. the most expensive articles were com-
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consequence stirring in London. Indeed an unaccountable
flatness, dulness, insipidity, or cowardice—call it how you
will—seemed on a sudden to have possessed the young, and

SaLE or THE TALLEYRAND LiBRARY.

paratively modern foreign literature. On the fifth day, Mr. Heber bought the
Edit. Prin. of Homer (very fair copy) for 22L 11s. 6d.; and Mr. Ware the
Roman Eustathius of 1542, &c. for 841. 13s. in red morocco. On the sixth day,
the Combe Horace of 1792, upon large paper, produced 32!. 11s. and a sup-
posed Edit. Prin. of Horace was dearly purchased by Mr. Heber for 251 14s.6d.
A dateless and nameless Catholicon brought, on the same day, the sum of 12L
and the Edit. Prin. of the Latin Josephus (uncut and unstained) was purchased
by Messrs. Longman and Co. for 11L. The early printcd books still continued
to hang heavy and dull. On the seventh day the two priucipal dishes, for the
bibliomaniacal appetite, were La Cronique Martinienne, printed by Verard, which
was purchased by Mr. Payne for 10l 10s. and Les Grands Chroniques de France,
printed by the same in 1492—purchased by Messrs. Arch for 16!. 16s.

Ou the eighth day there were two sets of Piranesi ; one of them was sald for
90L 6s. and the other (* Original roman edition and brilliant impressions of the
work bound in red morocco, 28 vol. in 16) was purchased by Mr. Watson
Taylor, for 2314, The first Plautus was bought in for 18l 18s. The ninth day
exhibifs little for our particular notice. Two copies of the first edition of
Seneca’s Tragedies, 1484, were bought in for about 171. 17s. each copy : and the
first edition of the Entire Moral Works of Senecs, 1475, was purchased by
Messrs. Longman aud Co. for 22L 11s. 6d. The Sweynheym and Panuarts
Silius Italicus of 1471 was purchased by the same for 32L 11s. I have a perfect
remembrance of having seen this copy in the warchouse of Messrs. Leigh and
Sotheby. It was large and clean, in blue morocco, but somewhat too much
beaten. The 2nd volume contained the Calphurnius. A very curious article
(no. 1867) was iu the tenth day’s sale : the Stella Meschiah of Schwarts, printed
in the Germen language, by Fyner, in 1477. It was purchased by Mr. Payne
for 10l 10s. A comical error marks the bibliographical note appended to this
article. For ¢ see a ms. note at the beginning’ we read ‘ See a MS. not eat the
beginning.’ Slips in typography hLave sometimes nearly as awkward an effect as
in ethics. The Roman edition of Tacitus, of 1515, brought the large sum of
171. 17s. on this same day. 1t was purchased by Messrs. Lougman and Co., while
Mr. Heber exulted in the acquisition of the first Tacitus, by I de Spirs, for
5L 18s. Shamc on his competitors! The close of the same day wus marked by
the purchase of the Valturius of 1472 for 171, 17s. The eleventh day’s sale has
nothing particularly interesting to a bibliographical antiquary. We pass over it
therefore to the twelfth day's: when the large paper Brotier Tacitus, in folio,
which used to bring 60 or 70l. was disposed of to Mr. Triphook for 421, On the
thirteenth day there was a pretty complete collcection of Bodoni's books ; and on
the same day Mr. Heber disported himself inggiving 64. for * Poems and Frug-
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paralised the old. A recollection of the glories of former
days, of former fields of renown, seems either to have died
away, or to have produced no corresponding emotion of
energy and zeal. However that may be, certain it is, that
about the close of the year 1815, and the spring of the
following year, the book-combats in question produced
comparatively but feeble exhibitions of courage and skill
Of what is called the sale of the Talleyrand library, I shall

Sarx or T TALLEYRAND LiBRARY.
ments printed in honour of Bonaparte.’ A right merrie conceit! The produce
of this day was only 306!. 16s. 6d.

The early Bibles marked the fourteenth day’s sale. The Nuremberg impression
of 1475, by Frisner, was purchased by Mr. Payne for 10l. 5s.: a gothic edition,
with the date of 1476, was secured by Mr. Nicol, for the King’s library, for
71 175, 6d. and another early edit, in gothic letter, by the same, for 13L 13s.
The next five biblical articles averaged scarcely 51. 5s. a copy : but no. 2730 was
purchased by Mr. Baber, for the Museum, at 18l. 18s. The next number was
bought by Mr. Nicol for 10l. 10s. Mr. Triphook pounced upon the ensuing one
for 9L 9s. Mr. Heber obtained nos. 2733, 2734, for 91 15s. the two; and Mr.
Nicol purchased the following by Koberger, of 1488, for 10l 10s. Generally
speaking, the Bibles were in large and genuine condition. The fifteenth day will
not detain us one moment. A pretty quarto volume of Heures, &c. printed by
Vostre, in 1498, was sold on the sisteenth day for 22l. 1s. and the Muséc
Frangais, by Magnan, Visconti, and David, in 79 folio livraisons was wisely
secared by Mr. Lloyd, for 162L 15s. On the seventeenth day a fine large paper
copy of H. Stephen’s Heroic Poets, 1566, folio, was bought in for 20l. and the
same buying in marked the disposal of Bouquet Recueil des Historiens des Gaules,
15 folio volumes, upon large paper, for 23L. 12s. 6d. We have now bid adieu
to black-letter. On the cighteenth and last day’s sale, Mr. Heber laid on lustily
in procuring the * Suite des Leitres sur quelques Ecrits de ce Temps, par Freron,
287 tomes en 283, 1754-89 : with other literary journals, ¢ forming together 346
solumes, uniformaly bound, with marbled leaves,’ for 42L 10s. 6d. A wise and u
moderate purchase. Mr. Payne, on the same day, gave 37l 16s. for the
Cuases Célébres et Intéressantes, &c. in 209 volumes, uniformly bound in
narbled leaves : and BIr. Baber procured, for the British Museum, the Mercure
de Prance, 1717, 1791, 528 volumes, 8vo. for 20l 9s. 6d. Let us say ¢ bravo!’
tn all these very judicious purchases. Aud now, by way of finale to the Tar-
Levranp FionT, let vz take a view of the strength, or pecuniury results, of
the respective days of sale: premising that the last was, in every respect, the
most interesting for attendance.
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here say little or nothing. A considerable number of articles
were damaged in the vessel that brought them over: many
of them were injudiciously rebound: and the whole had
been warehoused in the premises of Messrs. Leigh and
Sotheby, a full two or three years before their appearance
at No. 145. There can be no doubt that the vendors (acting
however only in conformity with the orders which they had
reccived) lost the golden opportunity of sale; and they were
at least a day and a half ¢ after the fair.’

But while busied in the annals of book-sales during the
year 1816, let me not forget (as alluded to in the SEvENTH
Dav of our Decameron) that of the Vellum Books belonging
to an illiterate Field Marshal of France of the name of
JuNot.®* The sale lasted only a day; but as all the articles

SaLe oF THE TALLEYRAND LisrARY.

First Day, - - - 3451.195.0d.
Second Day, - - 403 15 0
Third Day, - - - - 647 90
Fourth Day, - - - 507 12 6
Fifth Day, - - - - 87913 6
Sixth Day, - - - 357 30
Seventh Day, - - 428 6 6
Eighth Day, * - - - 753 11 0
Niuth Day, - - - 533 16 6
Tenth Day, - - - - 390 19 0
Eleventh Day, - - - 43418 6
Twelfth Day, - - - 681 06
Thirteenth Day, - - - 806166
Fourteenth Day, - - - 37117 6
Fifteenth Day, - - - 386 06
Sixteenth Day, - - - 471 56
Seventeenth Day, - - 189 15 6
Eighteenth Day, - - . 814 06

Grand Total L.8399 00
* Vellum books belonging to FieLp Marsuar Juror.] When Junot, as a
Corporal or Serjeant, (afterwards made Duke of Abrantes) wrote a dispatch for
bis Master, Bonaparte, upon a drum-head—and the dispersion of sand, by a
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were upon vellum, it attracted no small curiosity. Mr. Evans
presided at their dispersion. He did every thing in his
power to infuse a proper bibliomaniacal spirit into his

cannon-ball, answered the purpose of blotting-paper, by drying up the ink of the
said dispatch — when, I say, this fanciful occurrence took place, which, by
Junot’s vulgar wit and personal courage, led the way to all the promotions which
be afterwards enjoyed . . . it is most probable that the ¢ Corporal ’ or ¢ Serjeant’
never dreamt of having a Lisrary of VELLUM Booxs. Such are the droll, the
capricious, the unforeseen vicissitudes of fortune! When the vellum-books, here
discoursed of, were sold by Mr. Evans, their proprietor had ceased to be among
the living : but I suspect that these vellum books, or the major part of them, had
been in England—* upon view ’ (as they term it) in Soho-Square, opposite the
rival establishment of Dulau and Co. A strange fatality attended this rare assem-
hlage of membranaceous book-voluptuousness : for, in the first place, the proprie-
tors (who were foreigners) would not part with the articles, severally, or by
piece-meal, but must needs set their hearts upon selling the collection ¢ en
masse’.. asif any Gentleman, in the possession of his senses, would think of
purchasing a parcel of Greek, Latin, French, and Italian authors, intermixed,
and without regard to the comparative excellence of their typographical execu-
tion! In the second place, when these books were offered for sale in Pall Mall,
there was too tight a curb-rein kept upon Mr. Evans's freedom of action — or,
in other words, upon the cliances of dispersion: and it may amuse or grieve the
reader to be told, that articles were bought in, in the year of our Lord 1816,
which, in the following dominical year, were suffered to be sold for almost one
third of that sum! This camel-hair sort of finesse, or diplomacy, in the vendition
of books by public auction, is sure, in the end, to recoil with injury upon the.
diplomatist! There is nothing like promptitude, decision, and consistency, in
bringing books into the auction-mart.

Now then for the sale of the JuNor VELLUMS by public auction— on the
19th of June, 1816. In the whole, there were 139 articles; of which consider-
ably more than one half were not suffered to be boni fide sold. Almost all the
French Classics were bought in. The crown octavos, especially of ancient
classics, and of a few favourite English authors, brought from four to six guineas.
The first virtually-sold article, of any importance—or rather of the greatest im-
portance in the whole collection—was the matchless Dipor Horace of 1799, folio,
containing the original drewings from which the exquisite copper-plate vignettes
were executed. This was purchased by the gallant Mr. George Hibbert, for
140l.: nor was it, in any respect, an extravagant or even dear purchase. Mr.
North secured the following article, no, 109, Fables de la Fontaine, printed by Didot
in 1802, 2 vols. folio, containing the original drawings from which the plates
were engraved—for 170l. It was doubtless a splendid work ; but less classically
beantiful than the preceding. There were only two copies upon vellum struck
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auditory; but there was either a lack of taste to possess
such treasures, or a suspicion raised that they would be
pushed to exorbitant prices. However, some of our more
renowned collectors did not fail to secure, therefrom, some
very delicious specimens of the membranaceous art.

But the Country was rather destined to be the scene of
brilliant action in the way of book sales, by auction, during
the year 1816. It began at Wyg fair, in Wales, with the
disposal of the Library of the late Jomn Lvrovp,* and

off of each article. The unique vellum copy of Longus, Paris, 1802, folio, which
followed the last article, was bought in at 73l 10s.—but has been recently sold
for 371 16s. A warning against reserves! One thing, during this sale, was estab-
lished beyond all controversy. Didot beat Bodoni ¢ hollow * as a printer upon
vellum! Mr. Hibbert bought the most beautiful Bodoui: which was the
Aminta of Tasso, printed in 1793, folio— for 27L 6s. The produce of the sale
was 13971. being very nearly 10L. per article. Yet it should be noticed that there
were from 30 to 40 articles not executed upon vellum.

® the library of the late Joux Lroyp.] The sale of this library took place at
Wygfair, near St. Asaph, in Denbighshire, on the 15th and twelve following
days of January, 1816. I recollect the visit of Mr. Foss, at Althorp, in his way
to Wygfair, during that inclement season, in order to receive the commissions of
Earl Spencer, Mr. Grenville, aud Mr. Heber ; the two latter of whom happened
to be on a visit at his Lordship at that well-known spot. Mr. Tripbhook and
M. Griffiths found their way thither through a different route: and these three
bibliopolistic Mercurii are reported to have experienced much joyance during
their stay at Wygfair head-quarters: which were the lodgings of the renowned
Mr. Broster himself—who presided as the ¢ Jupiter Tonauns’ at the sale. Mr.
Heber afterwards, however, mailed it to the scene of action, and attended during
a great portion of the sale ; but his usual courage is reported to have failed him
after a few days experience of the dismal condition of very many of the objects
upon which, in the ardour of fiction, he bad set temptingly-high prices! I have
neither space nor inclination for an anatomical dissection of the catalogue : yet it
is but right and proper to declare that Mr. Broster hath spared neither small
capitals, nor lower case italics, in his specification of articles which be considered
to be curious and rare. Generally speaking, the books went very cheap:
whether the spirit of the contending champions was benumbed by the severity
of the season, or whether a greater parade had been made of the worth of the
library than an inspection of it warranted, I have not the temerity to pronounce.
It must at all events be admitted that too many of the articles were imperfect.
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ended at Liverpool with that of the Library, Pictures,
and Prints of the Biographer of Lorenzo and Leo. I cannot
think of the latter sale without a mixture of sorrow and

A little blood was drawn during the second day’s sale. Mr. Triphook gave
361. 155, for Caxton’s Life of our Ladye, though it wanted ¢ several leaves at the
beginning, and the two last chapters at the end ;’ aud Mr. Foss secured (for
Mr. Greaville) a very sound copy of Machlinia’s Speculum Christimi. He
followed up his success by giving 51. 10s. for a dateless edition of the Genealogia
Deorum of Boccaccio ; which Mr. Broster is pleased (in his catalogue, no. 317)
to think ¢ appears to be an earlier edition ’ than that of 1472, pronounced by De
Bure and myself to be the Editio Princeps. In what school of bibliography has
Mr. Broster learnt to preach such comfortable doctrine? Some grammatical
pieces, including the Textus Alerandri by Pynson, 1516, 4to. ; the Ortus Vocabu-
lorum by W. de Worde, 1516, 4to., and the Urbani Grammat. Institut. 1497, 4to.
threw something like a gleam of sunshine over the third day ; but it was not till
the close of the seventh day, when Lord Spencer secured two copies of the very
precious edition of the Promptorius Puerorum by Pynson, 1499, folio, for 301. 9s.
that any thing like an electric spark was struck among the cuntending bidders.
On the following or eighth day the first grand struggle was made between the
Jasons for the ¢ Golden Fleece” 1 allude to Caxtons Recuyelle of the Histories
of Troy ; a volume which bears the proud distinction of being the P1RsT PRINTXD
200x 1IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE : and not, as Fossi bad strangely conceived,
the Cronycles of England, printed at Antwerp in 1493 : see Bibl. Magl. vol. i.
col. 582. This circumstance, I presume, may account for the very impassioned
and intoxicated manner in which Mr. Broster prefaces his description of this
precious article. Hear bim: ¢ It seldom falls to the lot of any man in business
to have to announce for public sale books of such extreme rarity and value
as has devolved upon me; and a bookseller, who takes a pleasure in his
alling, cannot refrain from exulting in offering to sale such a collection ' We
must take it for granted that Mr. Broster had been upon some migratory excur-
sion from Tombuctoo to Wassanah during the sales of the Roxburghe, Alchorne,
Stanley, and Merly libraries, &c. or had enjoyed a good sound nap in his ‘ head
quarters’ since the year of our Lord 1812, ere he could have dreamt of such a
delectable ¢ prologue to the swelling act’ . . although here, methinks, the prologue
is as ‘ swelling’ as the act itself. But I can pardon and even admire the
¢ exultation’ of a remotely situated book-auctioneer in the vendition of such an
article. It produced the sum of 120L and was purchased by Mr. Foss, for
Mr. G. Hibbert. A few leaves were damaged, and there was some imperfection
at the beginning. No doubt, even at such a price, it was a noble acquisition.

On this Eighth Day some few deeds of book-chivalry were exhibited. Mr.
Triphook bought the Dictes and Sayinges of Philosophers, by Caxton, 1477, for
22l and a vastly pretty copy of the Basil edition of Paulus Jovius, 1577, folio,
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admiration: of sorrow, that a man of Mz. RoscoE’s upright
conduct, comprehensive views, and established literary re-
putation, should have been unavoidably compelled, from the

2 vol. for 6. The Tenth Day saw the Treveris edition of the Polychronicon sell
for 10l. the History and Vindication af the Irish Remonstrance, Dublin, 1674,
folio, for 3I. 10s., aud Randal Holme's Store House of Armory and Blazon, 1681,
folio, (a book of great rarity and intrinsic curiosity, and of which perhaps not
four perfect copies are known ® to exist,) accompanied with no ill-judged descrip-
tion by the diffident book-vendor, for 10!. 10s.: purchased, I think, for Mr,
Grenville. The first portion of the sale ended almost immediately after the ven-
dition of the last article just mentioned. The second portion, commencing with
no. 1888, exhibited, upon the ¢ first blush’ of it, an article of the most consummate
rarity : an article, of which the existence had been donbted, and of which the
only other copy known to exist was the one in the Harlelan, afterwards in the
Fairfax, Child, and now Earl Jersey’s, collection. It is Tae Lyre or Kino
ARTHUR, printed by Carton, of which I speak : ‘and which, imperfect as the copy
was, (wanting 11 leaves) would, had it been a component part of the Roxburghe
library, have produced at least, I think, 750l. Mr. Broster, in his appended
memorandum, emphatically says—by way a capsicum-operating remark—that
¢ The Spencerian Collection does not boast a copy.” Let it here, however, be as
emphatically made known, that ¢ The Spencerian Collection poEs now boast a
copy ; for it possesses the VERY coPy concerning which we are here disporting
ourselves ; and which copy was procured for the not inordinately extravagant
sum of 320l Itis now in training for a reprint. In other words, our Poet
Laureate, Mr. Southey, is about to become the editor of this far-famed and long
caressed popular Romance, from the text of Caxton, with an appropriate and (I
dare wager a golden sovereign against a newly-coined sixpence) highly interesting
preface. This Caxtonian text has been most faithfully transcribed for the
publishers, Messrs. Longman and Co. by the accurate pen of Mr. Upcot. Itis
worth remarking that, on being ¢ put up,’ the three first biddings for the Caxtun
volume did not exceed five shillings !

The first article, just mentioned, in the second portion of the Lloyd Library,
was in fact the GREAT GUN of the sale. The report produced by the firing of
this gun was so loud, as to render the bidders almost deaf to the sound both of
the hammer and the voice of Mr. Broster, in the disposal of the remaining
articles : in other words, noue of the remaining articles of the printed books, with
some few exceptions (sec nos. 1945, 1956, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1964, and 1966)
brought the sum of forty shillings. The Munuscripts followed—at no. 1970. A
few of them were no doubt curious and valuable—but what will my readers say

® There is a most beautiful and perfect copy in Lord Spencer’s library at
Althorp.
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rush and vortex of conflicting passions in others, or from the
untoward and uncontrollable circumstances of the times, to
part with a Library,* the formation of which must have

only to the very prefix to these MSS. ¢ Liyfrau yn Gymraeg !? The sale of the
" Maps, Prints, Paintings, and Astronomical and Philosophical Instruments
occupied the last of the thirteen days sale. Let us conclude these Lhwydiana by
a further and irrefragable proof of the extreme modesty, ability, and fidelity, of
Mr. Broster in the performance of his arduous part of ¢ Jupiter Tonans’ as
aforesaid. The following, which appeared in the public papers, must bave been
from the pen of Mr. B. or Mr. (‘ aut Erasmus aut D——s.") Thus it
runneth : ¢ R. Heber, Esq. of Hodnet; Dr. Treal, of Liverpool; and several
others came from distant parts, notwithstanding the severity, and season of the
year, in pursuit of the collection, all of whom were highly delighted with the
hospitable reception, attention, and accommodation from Mr. Broster, who may
justly boast of selliug the rarest morceaus of literature that have occurred in the
present age; and in addition to the approbation of the company, it must be
highly flattering to his feelings, to bave the testimony of the proprietor of the
property, who expressed his entire satisfaction of his conduct, and presented him
at the conclusion of the sale, with a very handsome piece of plate, (a large silver
jug) with the following inscription :

COLLECTANEA LLWYDDII.
The Gift of the Reverend J. C. Potter, to
MR. JOHN BROSTER,
For his attention and exertions at Wygfair Sale,
30TH JANUARY, 1816.

Let us only add hereto three marks of admiration —!!!

® M=z. Roscok . . . compelled to part with his Lisrarvy.] I sympathise in
every syllable uttered by Lisardo upon the occasion of the dispersion of Mr.
Roscoe’s library. Indeed its amiable aud highly cultivated possessor was
pleased to indulge in the following threnodaical sonnet on the same heart-
rending occasion. Such notes are sacred when touched by a hand which has
been s0 successfully exercised in the improvement of the literary taste of his
country. They are as follow : i
As one, who destin’d from his Friends to part,
Regrets his loss, yet hopes again erewhile
To share their converse and enjoy their smile,
And tempers, as he may, affliction’s dart :
Thus, lov'd associates, chiefs of elder art,
Teachers of wisdom! who could once beguile
My tedious hours and lighten every toil,
I now resign you=nor with fainting heart ;
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occupied so many hours of leisure, cheered so many hours
of languor, and the fruit of which had benefited so many
readers of taste and virtue. No honest mind can contem-

For pass a few short years, or days, or hours, .
And happier seasons may their dawn unfold,
And all your sacred fellowships restore.
When freed from earth, unlimited its pow'rs,
Mind shall with mind direct communion hold,
And kindred spirits meet to part no more.
6th Aug. 1816.
What remains for me to perform? The catalogue of Mr. Roscoe’s library,
composed by himself in a manner at once unostentatious and effective, is in the
hands of every bibliomaniacal virtuoso. It was printed with more than ordinary
care and neatness by Mr. Macreery ; who has engrafted his own fame upon that
of the biographer of Lorenzo and Leo. Indeed, in other respects—where the
feelings of the man are more acutely excited, and when the practice of benevo--
lence and forbearance is not usually displayed—Mr. Macreery hath evinced that
he is not insensible to all the better virtues which animate the human heart. He
will reap his reward, even in this world. But for the Catalogue of Mr. Roscoe’s
books. I shall present a few specimens, not of books of exquisite splendoar, or
of consummate rarity, but of what may serve to prove the justice of the foregoing
epithets of * unostentatious and effective,’ and to shew that Mr. Roscoe hath -
¢ deserved well’ even of bibliography, in what he has performed on the occasion.
We will first, however, merely briefly observe that most of the early printed
books purchased at the sale of the Merly library, by Messrs. Arch, were in fact
purchased for Mr. Roscoe—such as the Psalter of 1459, the Catholicon, of 1460,
the Lactantios of 1465, and the Jenson Petrarch of 1470.
343 Appiani Alexandrini Sophiste, de civilibus Romanorum bellis,
Petro Candido Interprete. Fol. Ven. Per Bernardum Pictorem
et Erhardum Ratdolt una cum Petro Loslein, 1477. Purchased
by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . . 8L0s0d
This portion of the works of Appian, translated by P. Candidus, had
before been printed by Vindelin de Spira, in 1472. This edition does
not appear to be in the Bibl. Spenceriana, the volume there described,
(vol. i. 254, no. 117,) being the next no. in this catalogue ; ¢ with the
address of Candidus, as before, surrounded by a broad frame or border
of extremely rich arabesque decoration, printed upon a black ground,
with a large bloomiug capital initial A’ But in the present volume,
the arubesque border is printed in red, and the address of Candidus is
to Alfonso of Aragon, whereas the address in the vol. described by Mr.
D. is not as before, (or as in the edition of Vindelin) but will be found
to be to Nicholas V.
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plate such an occurrence without anguish of heart. But
admiration, as before observed, is mingled with this sorrow:
for if, as one of the wisest of the Roman sages has remarked,
(T think it is Seneca) ¢ there is no human spectacle upon

Sarz or Mr. Roscox’s Lisnary.
409 Campo Antonio, Cremona fedelissima Citta et nobilissima Colonia
de’ Romani, rappresentata in disegno ed illustrata d’una breve
historia delle cose pidl notabili, et dei ritratti naturali de’ Duchi
et Duchesse di Milano, &c. folio. In Cremona, in casa dell’
autore, 1585. Purchased by Messrs. Arch, . « 6L 6s. 0d.
¢ Edition fort rare, et I'vriginale d’un ouvrage trés estimé, et recherché
des curieux.” Debure. Besides the portraits of the Dukes and Duchesses
of Milan, this volume contains those of the author; of Philip IL. of
Spain, and his foor successive wives, amongst whom is that of Mary
Queen of England ; also a fine portrait of Vida, and many others ; the
whole number is thirty-six, all engraved by Agostino Caracci in his best
manner, and essentially requisite to form o complete collection of his
works. These portraits have since been published separately in a
quarto volume, but the impressions are very inferior. Heineken has
not given the list of the plates correctly ; and is also mistaken in saying
that some of them are engraved by Annibale Caracci. Diction. des
Artistes, vol. i. p. 627. Debure attributes the desigus as well as the
ngraving to Agostino, but erroneously, as they were either designed by
the author, who was an eminent painter, or engraved after existing
portraits—The share which Agostino had in this volure, is particularly
stated by the author, in the following passage at the end of the work.
¢ Ricercava la virti d’Agostino Carazzi Bolognese, ch’ io ne facessi
memoria in altro luogo ; nondimeno, poiché per inadvertenza, non m'é
venuto fatto, io non vo tacere quivi, che tutti i Ritratti, e il disegno del
Caroccio, sono stati intagliati in rame dal detto Caraszi, il quali &, a
nostri tempi, rarissimo in questo professione.’
554 Biblia Sacra Latina, absque auni, loci, vel typographi indicatione
(sed Basilie, typis Bernardi Richel, ante ann. 1475) folio,
2 tom. First edition of the series of editions of the Latin Bible
terminating with the verses, * Qui memor esse cupit librorum
Bibliothece, &c. v. Panser, i. 146, 3. ib. 147-8 ; Seemiller, i. 65,
and Dr. Clarke’s BiblL. Dict. ii. 193, extremely rare. Purchased
by .
355 Biblia Latina, ex interpretatione et cum prefationibus S. Hiero-
nymi, sine anni, loci, vel typographi nota (sed Basilie. Typis
Michaelis Wensler, ante ann. 1479.) First edition of the Series
of Latin Bibles terminating with the Verses,  Fontibus ex Grrecis

VOL. III. L

6l 6s. 0d.

. .
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which the gods look down with greater complacency and
delight than that of a man struggling with, and bearing
up against, adversity,’ then we may at least say that the

Sare or Mz. Roscox’s Lisrary.
hebrsorumq, libris, &c.’ of which Panzer has enumerated nine
editions, extending from tbe'ym 1479, to 1489. Purchased by
Earl Spencer, . . 141, 14s. 0d.
The present editivn unot cited byPnnaer except in his account of
that of 1479, where he says, ‘ extat etiam Editio hujus generis sine
notd anni; antiquior, ut putatur, hac et ceteris editionibus annorum
1481, &c’ But he has neither described such edition, nor indicated
where it is to be found. It appears, however, from Clement, that Mr.
Salthenius being possessed of a copy of 1486, had an opportunity of
comparing it with this edition without date, of the superior antiquity of
which he was fully satisfied. The account there given perfectly agrees
with the present copy, which was undoubtedly printed by Michael
Wensler at Basil, prior to 1479. No copy of this very rare edition is
found in the Crevenna, Pinelli, or La Valliere catalogues; nor is it
noticed by Maittaire, Debure, Laire, Santander, or (except the copy
incidentally mentioned in Clement) by any other bibliographer that has
been consulted. Blue morocco, gilt leaves.
1075 Rappresentazioni Sacre di Varii Autori, &c. 25 Rappr. in 1 vol.
4to. sensa data, o nota di Stampatore. FromthePinellilibnry
Puschased by Mr. Heber, . . 32 00
These first editions of the early Rappxuenhaom were printed at
Florence towards the close of the xvth or beginning of the xvith
century. Each of them forms a separate publication, and is ornamented
with figures in wood appropriate to the subject, and frequently well
designed. The various methods adopted in these prints to obtain a
middle tint of shadow, demonstrate that at the time they were executed,
the mode of cross hatching on wood blocks was unknown. Very few,
if any of these editions, are noticed by Panzer, although certainly within
the period of his work. The reprints of them, in the latter part of the
xvith century, possess less interest. This collection includes all the
carliest editions of the Rappresentazioni in the Pinelli Library ; except
those of Lorenzo de’ Medici, Feo Belcari, Antonio Berti, Bernardo, and
Mona Antonia de’ Pulci, which have been already given under their
respective names,
1084 Bojardo Mat. Mar. Orlando Innamorato, rifatto da M. Francesco
Berni. Aggiunte, in questa seconda Edisione, molte stanze del
autore, che nel altra mancavano, 4to. Ven. per li heredi di
Lucantonio Giunta, 1545. From the Roxburghe Collection.
Purchased by Mr. Singer, . . . 2160
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gratification produced by the same sight, (in the example
of Mr. Roscoe) operating in Christian bosoms, and upon

Sarz or Mr. Roscor’s Liprary.

¢ La prima edizione de’ Giunti era nel 1541, ma quest’ ultima edizione,
per essere la pii ricercata come la migliore, é anche la pid rara.’ Le
aggiunte sono d’assai poco conto, perciocché consistono in due solo stanze
postevi di pili nel primo canto.” Massuchel. Scrittori d’Ital. iv. 991. In
the latter remark, Mazzuchelli is mistaken, the alterations and additions
being considerable. Amongst the latter is the following address to the
illustrious and accomplished Vittoria Colonna, in allusion to the death
of ber busband, the Marquis of Pescara, soon after the battle of Pavia,
in which be had made Francis I. prisoner.

¢ E tu, leggiadra e gloriosa Donna,
Che quel ch’ é nudo spirto, e poca terra,
E fua gid di valor alta colonna,
Invitto sposo tuo, folgor di guerra,
Piagni sovente involta in negra gonna ;
Al pianto i tuoi begli occhi alquanto serra,
A quella fonte di lagrime avara,
Gloriosa marchesa di Pescara.’ Lib. i. St. 3.
1122 Trissino Giovanni Giorgio, La Italia liberata da’ Gotthi, 8vo.
Part 1.in Roma per Valerio et Luigi Dorici, 1547.—Part 2 and
3. in Venezia per Tomelew Jauiculw, 1548. Purchased by
Mr. Ford, . . . . . 4l.2:.0d.

Edizione non castrata. ¢ Rarissima &€ questa edisione, ¢ due sole
copie n'abbiamo noi vedute in Venezia; una nella celebre libreria
Pisani, e I altra nella preziosa libreria del Sig. Apostolo Zeno.” Castelli,
vita del Trissino, The scarcity of this edition in Italy is probably oc-
casioned by the copies being destroyed, on account of some very free
censures on the misconduct and enormities of the Roman Pontiffs,
which were omitted in the subsequent editions.

1321 Langland Robert, The Vision of Pierce Plowman, whereunto is
also annexed, the Crede of Pierce Plowman, never imprinted
with the book before. 8vo. London, by Owen Rogers, 1561.

This is the copy that belonged to Mr. Pope, which contains in his
own hand-writing, the Argument or Abstract of Pierce Plowman's
Creed, as cited at length by Warton, in his History of English Poetry,
i. 287, and G. Ellis, i. 159. From Pope it came to Dr. Warburton,
and by him was presented to Mr. Thomas Warton, as appears from a
memorandum in Mr. T.Warton’s hand-writing in the first leaf. ¢ T.
Warton, Ex dono Rev. in Chr. Patris Guliclmi Glocestrensis, 1770." And
below,* Liber olim A. Pope ; cujus manu nonnulla allinuntur.’ T. Warton.
Sold for . . . 517 6
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Christian principles, cannot fail to be equally strong and
equally instructive. :

On this general dissolution of what had been sought after
50 many years, and collected with so much care and solici-
tude—on this breaking up of those fountains, the waters of
which had so long refreshed and invigorated their owner —
Mr. Roscoe remained composed and serene. His soul was
untouched by the shock. A sense of duty made him
yield to the necessity of dispersing his library, and a
sense of duty preserved him, during its dispersion, un-
shaken and unmoved. The reputation of Mr. Roscoe is
rather brightened than obscured by the ordeal through
which he has passed.. .. But this is a serious and tender
string to touch—and I am probably becoming enigmatical.
Luckily, the annals of book-sales seem to be at an end:
and the moment of my monarchical dissolution is rapidly
approaching.

1471 Gesta Romanorum. fol. Sine notd anni vel loci. Yellow morocco.
Purchased by Messrs. Longman and Co. . . 12L 12s. 0d.

This volume, in a gothic character, resemblinyg that of Peter Schoiffer,
is printed in double columns, a full page having 49 lines. The pages
are double numbered, so that on opening the volume the same number
appears on both pages ; these numbers extend to XCIX. At the top of
the second column, on the recto of folio XCII, is the fullowing colophon :
¢ Ex gestis romanor. ca pluribus applicatits hysorijs: de virtutib9 et
vitiis mistice ad intellectum traussumptis Recollectorij finis € feliciter.
Laus Deo. Of this early edition of this very curious work no account is
given by Mr. Warton in his Dissertation on the Gesta Romanorum
prefixed to the 3d vol. of his History of English Poetry, nor is it noticed
by Panzer, or in any catalogue or collection that has been consulted.

The sale of Mr. Roscoe’s Books (including MSS.) commenced on the 19th of
August, 1816, and lasted 14 days ; producing about 5000L It was succeeded,
on the 9th of September following, by the sale of his Paintines, Drawines,
and ENoRraviNGs, which lasted eleven days, and brought about the same sum.
Doubtless, copies of these catalogues should not be wanting in every collection
which aspires to elegance and utility.
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BeLrwpa. What may this mean ?

Lisarpo. Nothing more than that monarchs, like their
subjetts, must not expect to live for ever. Are you forgetful
of the length of reign which I have already enjoyed ?

BeLiNDA. It must be allowed that you have exercised
your regal powers so leniently and so successfully that the
length of their duration can hardly be remembered.

Lisaepo. Your politeness is alike interminable. But
remember, we have yet one day of Decameronic conversa-
zioni, and that day falls to the regal lot of Lysander. It is
here time to pause, and bid you farewell.

Lozrrnzo. Not so hastily, illustrious monarch! Have
the book-auctions of the present year no characteristic
marks worthy of recording ?

Lisarpo. None—in our own country—if you except the
sale of theBorroMEO CoLLECTION of Novels and Romances.*

* sale of the Borromzo CoLrEecTION of Novels and Romances.] If the reader
will be pleased to consult vol. ii. p. 229, he shall there find some intimation of
this singular sale—as thus: ¢ In 1582 he [Aldus, the son of Paul Manutius]
made a short visit to Milan, when CarpinaL BorromEeo gave him a gracious
reception, and probably shewed hiro a great portion of that well known collec-
tion of Romances and Novels, of which a descendant, of the same name, published
s catalogue in 1794—and which said collection itself is, at this moment, about
to take a somewhat longer journey—to the metropolis of our own empire : there
10 be disposed of as may seem ¢ most meet and profitable’ to the worthy biblios
polistic firm ycleped Payne and Foss.” The ¢ disposition’ of them took place by
public auction, under the hammer of Mr. Evans; and the sale occupied only
two days—the 7th and 8th of February, 1817. There were, in the whole, 324
articles. The catalogue was published in the Italian language, containing
abridgements of the notes of the last possessor of the collection. How far it
was 8 politic measure to publish in the Italian tongue, seems, to my finite capacity,
exceedingly questionable. However, Mr. Payne was resolved upon it. His
nephew, it is reported, pleaded with singular fervency for English annotations :
but the uncle was inexorable. Like Homer’s own Jove, he

Shook his imperial curls and gave the nod;
The stamp of fate !

Accordingly the day of sale arrived. Houorio and Sempronius, as might have
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Abroad, however, I grant—there has been oNE sale of tre-
mendous extent, and unequalled celebrity on the score of
exhibiting a particular feature in the bibliomaniacal disease !.

Saik or THE Borroxeo CoLLECTION.

been expected, were there: the former, * armed from head to foot! On
approaching them, Sempronius was pleased to feign searching me—asking me if I
came with ¢ concealed daggers.’ ¢ No,’ quoth I—pointing to Honorio, ¢ I will
speak daggers to him, but use none.’ What can all this coquettish flourishing
mean? Simply this. There were one or two Boccaccios in the collection—and
the first of them was supposed to have been executed about the year 1470.
What becomes then of your Valdarfer of 1471!? Let us however tell a straight
forward tale. The sale was doubtless well attended.  Atticus was there, and s0
was Hippolito—and so were Messrs. Triphook, Griffiths, and others—of whom
the newspapers told so quaint a tale respecting their appearance at the Wygfair
auction : sce page 140, ante. The grand Boccaccio was about to be put up—
when Mr. Evans, having consulted the owners of the collection, pronounced the
cruel edict that it should be reserved for the last article in the first day’s sale!
However, there was mettle sufficiently ¢ attractive’ about to come on : and just at
this moment Lord Spencer made his appearance. The Venetian Boccaccio of
1498, with vastly pleasing wood-cuts, (repeated, however, from a previous
edition of 1496, of which my friend Mr. Utterson possesses an imperfect copy)
was ¢ put up’ as no ordinary article—and the contest lay, for a few minutes only,
between his Lordship and Mr. G. Hibbert ; but the latter was triumpbant. Next
followed the most covetable tome, in point of condition, in the whole collection :
the Giunta Boccaccio of 1516, 4to. (much rarer than the De Gregori edition, vide
vol. ii. p. 259) along with the Novellino of Masuccio, 1522, 4to. also exceedingly
rare. The binding, too, in old red morocco—original, sound, and not inelegant—
who can resist this ¢ covetable tome?’ The same combetants again enter the
lists. The ¢ affray’ is sharp, and there is a constant glittering of polished steel
from the frequent interchange of blows! But his Lordship has ¢ higher game’
in view—and he yields. Mr. Hibbert is again the conqueror. Indeed, during
the entire fight he preserved ¢ a smile, presaging triumph.’ The true Giunta
Boccaceio of 1527, 4to. followed ¢ hard upon’—and Mr. Fazakerly (of whose
purchases a gently swelling note of commendation hath been touched at page 39,
aute) becomes its purchaser.

Mr. Heber, meanwhile, preserves an unusual and most enviable calm. The
Brugiantino of 1554, is purchased by Mr. Strettell for 11L 11s. but Mr. Heber
now suffers the aforesaid ¢ calm’ to be a little discomposed by ¢ brushing up’ to
the amount of 7L 12s. 6d. for the Sonetti, §c. of Cadamosto, 1544, 8vo. Mr.
Fazakerly again steps forward, aud secures the Ecatommiti of Giraldi Cinthio,
1565, 8vo. for 71. 10s. The scimitar of Mr. Triphook is now in rapid motion :
aud the Nuvelle of Morlini of 1520, 4to. falls beneath its trenchant stroke. Mr.
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ParLemon. We comprehend you. You would speak of
the sale of the late Count Mac-carTHY’s LisraRY, and
therein of the numerous articles which were printed vron
VELLUM !?

Sarz or TuE Borromzo CoLLECTION.

Hibbert again brandishes his long-reaching Polish lance—and down drops a MS.
copy of the said Novelle for 19L 19s. This was the last article in the first day’s
sale—with the exception of the supposed Boccaccio of 1470. Those who bad
¢ fought and bled’ in—or had been spectators of the glories of—the Roxsurcaz
FizLp, began to prepare themselves for a renewal of the like achievements!
Bat no...the sinews were shronken, the heart had a tamer beat . . . and there
was a manifest dereliction of that spirit, taste, or feeling, which distinguished the
memorable contest here alladed to. Fear checked some, doubt deterred others,
and courtesy and respect did unquestionably prevail, where there was no lack
of spirit, taste, or feeling . . . Magnanimous forbearance! Yet, alas! the late
worthy owner of these treasures feels, I am persiaded, while I record this
¢ maguanimous’ example, a sort of a twinge shooting across the diaphragm,
which would make us believe that, upon this occasion, he ¢ could bave well
spared * such ¢ magnanimous forbearance !” But let us not be scandalous.

The supposed ¢ rirst EpITION’ Of the DEcameroN of Boccaccio (1469-
1470)® is at length ¢ put up.’ Again, as heretofore, (see page 64) a silence

® The chronological priority of the above edition to that of V. er of 1471,
is yet fairly ¢ sub judice’ Let us endeavour to hold an even balance in the
adjodication of this important matter. In the first place, the date is purely con-
jectural. Haym, vol. iii. p.i. edit. 1803, and Fossi, Bibl. Magliabech. vol. i.
col. 375, describe this edition in pretty nearlﬁvlthe same terms : observing that it
is very rare, and composed after the MS. of Manelli, and the most ancient which
we bave. The former does not assign any date to it, but places it immediately
before two editions, of the year 1470, which are entirely supposititious. Fossi,

the authority of Clement, affixes the date of 1470 to the present: but

t (Bibl. Curieuse, vol. iv. p. 348) and the authorities which he cites are

perfectly useless in acertaining the period of the impression of this dateless

volume—which is distinguished by having 2 leaves of a table, the text beginning

on the 3d leaf (according to a copper-plate fac-simile published by Mr. Payne

with the Borromeo catalogue) 40 lines in a full page—aud 254 (and not 253 as
Fossi says) leaves in the whole ; terminating thus abruptly :

cosa gioua lauerle lecte: : DEO GRATIAS.

A fac-simile of this, and of the 3 preceding lines, also accompany the
Borromeo catalogue, as published by Mr. Payne. The volume, from the two
last words, is emphatically called the Deo Gratias edition: but where, and by
whom it was printed—whether in a monastery or at a private press—ismatter of

t conjecture. The typographical execution of it is sufficiently indifferent;
Lord Spencer, than whom no Bibliographer hath a keener eye, bas di
vered that the TxrencE, described in vol. ii. p. 409, &c. of the BiblL. Spencer. is
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Lisarpo. Just so; and the mention of this sale is parti-
cularly in order in the present place : for, of those who were
purchasers of the rarer and more precious articles, once in-

SaLE or TuE BorroMEO CoLLECTION.

prevails. Mr. Evans rests upon his sceptre of dominion. He gives breathing
time to the contending warriors : when, strange to tell, the silence is succeeded
by a feeble bidding only as far as 5/.—at which bidding the said sceptre is abso-
lutely about to drop upon the article! Forbid it, genius of ¢ the olden time!
A sound is heard.. . the sceptre is raised, and the biddings go on merrily as far
as 50, 60, 70, 80, and 100l. Then a pause ensues. Mr. Triphook perseveres..
but Mr. Phelps (the then representati;e of Earl Spencer) at length makes 3
vigorous push, and carries off the precious prize for 121l 16s.—~only! Not
more loudly did ¢ the Nymphs howl upon the hills’ when Dido, Queen of
Carthage, forsook the paths of rectitude, than did numberless little bibliomaniacal
sylphs, suspended in mid-air to view the issue of the contest, when the hammer
fell! The sound is conveyed to Mr. Payne . . a mournful presage possessed
him ere it reached his ear: the ¢ pouncet box,’ of which such honourable men-
tion hath been made in the preceding pages, (vol. ii. p. 475) dropt perpendicu-
larly from his bands — and a twinge, iufinitely more lengthened and distracting
than the one just recorded, succeeded, on hearing the issue of the day’s battle!
However, upon sinking quietly into the black-morocco bettomed arm-chair, also
honourably neticed in a preceding page, (vol. i. p. 125-6) he gradually recovered
the toue and texture of his nervous system. ¢ Richard ’s Himself again’. ..and
a six o'clock dinner, upon brill and beef steaks, made him forget the agonies of

printed precisely in the same type — but unluckily that volume is also destitute
of date and uame of printer. What helps to render the puzzle more complete is,
that Count d’Elci, perbaps the most learned bibliographer in Europe, in regard
to books printed iu Italy, has never been able to appropriate (if I may so speak)
this Terence. It is however much more clearly executed than the B cio in
question, and there is uniformly more space between the lines. In regard to the
similarity of types between the two, both as to capitals and lower-case, there
can be no question about the perfect conformity of the one with the other. Still,
however, we gain nothing as to the date. Now it must be remembered that the
earliest, are the best printed, books. It is true that the Homilies of St. Chry-
sostom, printed in the Eusebian mounastery at Rome in 1470, exhibits but an
indifferent fount of letter, most irregularly executed : see the fac-simile in the
Bibl. Spencer. vol. i p. 196, but the type of the present Boccaccio bears no
resemblance to that here referred to :—and we may suppose that if this impres-
sion were published in 1469, it would have been printed by Valdarfer in 1479,
rather than in 1471, as the popularity of the work was so great, and its ten

conceived to be so pernicious, that Savonarola, in his sermons, anathematised
the dispersion of copies—commanding thein to be brought into the syvare of St,
Mark for the purpose of combustion.  Hence the excessive rarity of the earlier
editions of the Decameron of Boccaccio. Upon the whole, this edition may bave
been printed in 1472, or 1473 ; but, at any rate, I conceive, not before 1471.
No doubt it is a most impcrtant acquisition to the library where it is now placed.
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corporated in the far-famed Mac-cArTHY L1BRARY, it should
be particularly and emphatically distinguished that the
sasoriTY weRE ENcrisn! Thusit is that the British Lion
never sleeps. Go where you will; plan what schemes of bene-
volence or of magnificence you may ; traverse the desert,
convert the savage, sustain the feeble, or subdue the oppres-
sive .. . in all these objects you shall see our national spirit
equally conspicuous and triumphant ! That said British
Lion displays, moreover, a wonderful aptitude and felicity
in his movements ; and he will put his paw with the same
non-chalance upon the baton of a marshal, or the bosses of
a vellum-printed Polyglot. But let me be less mysterious.

Sarz or THE Borroxueo CoLLECTION.

disappoiuted hope. ¢ Yet said he (most naturally, I admit) on the circulation of
the first glass of old port, after dinner, ¢ if this Boccaccio had been sold in the
RoxsuncaE LisrarRy, it would have fetched’ ... Here another twinge, com-
mencing at the very thorax, absolutely forbade farther utterance !—Before 7
o'clock, however, Mr. Payne was completely as he is ¢ wont to be.” It was, in
troth, a marvel for his friends to see how heroically and philosophically he com-
ported himself upon the occasion. The very puss which usually reposes at his
feet, and from which the heirs of Melchior Sessa might have been proud to
have taken a model for one of their devices, (see vol. ii. p. 233-4) could not have
exhibited a more tranquil portrait!

1t remains to notice the second day’s sale of the Borromeo Collection. Upon
this I must be necessarily brief. It was cruel to see long-winded notes attached
to articles which frequently brought a few shillings only. The Rev. W. H. Carr,
a well known Roxburgher, had the honour of firing the first effectual shot—by
securing the original edition, in Italian, of the well kuown story of Romeo and
Juliet, by Luigi Porto, without date, in 8vo. for 15!. Of this rare tract a paginary
reprint hath been presented to the members of the Roxburghe Club, on the 17th
day of June last: sec page 69, ante. But Mr. Grenville made the most
distinguished movement, by procuring the Origine delli volgari Proverbi di Aloyse
Cynthio di Fabritia, 1526, 4to. for 42/, The total amount of the produce of the
sale was 728l.: possibly somewhere about 272L. beneath its computed produce.
Of Mr. John Payne’s heroism in procuring the Borromeo collection, some little is
noticed at page 77, ante : to which it may be only necessary to add, that, in treat-
ing for the purchase of the Raimondini Collection (shortly to visit this country) the
owner appeared, scarccly & week after the death of his cara sposa, in a beautifully
gamished suit of pink and white! There is no accounting for diversities of tastes.
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Lorenzo. Forgive a momentary interruption—but ere
we enter upon the account of this distinguished Parisian
sale, do you wish us to understand that France, for the last
twenty years, has witnessed no similar vendition of rare and

sumptuous books ?
Lisarpo. By no means; and I thank you for the hint—

which is also a salutary correction. Let me see: we have first

to notice one of the strangest of all possible strange sales of
books by public auction—I mean the disposal of the library of
citizen AN18s0N DU PERON,* about twenty years ago—which

* library of the cititen Anisson pu Peron.] Mr. Payne possesses a very
singular curiosity relating to the dispersion of this library. It is nothing more
or less than a copy of the catalogue of the books, with the assignat-prices
marked against each article at the sum for which it was disposed of. The sale
occurred in the very busiest and bloodiest period of the revolution ; and per-
haps such another will never make its appearance. In that case, says the
politico-bibliomaniacal reader, ¢ tell us all about” the sale of the library of the
citoyen Anisson du Péron? Here then followeth no very compendious account of
the same sale. First for the title:

Catalogue des livres Rares et Précienx de feu le Citoyen Anisson Dupéron,
dont ls Vente se fera en sa maison, rue des Orties, vis-i-vis les Galeries du

Louvre. A Paris, 1795, 8vo.
AVERTISSEMENT.

Peu d’Amateurs ont mis autant de recherches dans le choix des éditions, des
exemplaires, et des conditions, que le Citoyen Anisson Dupéron: on doit
regretter qu'il n'ait pas pu completter une Bibliothéque, pour la formation de
laquelle il ne ménageoit ni les peines, ni les dépenses, comme on pourra s'en
convaincre par la magnificence des relicures des nos. 406, Galerie de Versailles,
et no. 1387. The Heads, &c. La plus grande partie des ouvrages imprimés &
PImprimerie Royale, lorsqu'il en étoit le Directeur, et qu'il n’a pas eu le tems de
faire relier, sont tirés sur papier fort, sur papier fin, sur papier de soie, et toutes
les feuilles ont été choisies et satinées; il en usoit de méme pour avoir les plus
beaux exemplaires des meilleurs ouvrages qui paroissoient, ainsi que pour ceux
qui sont ornés d’Estampes, qu’il se procuroit des premiéres épreuves, ou des
épreuves avant la lettre, &c. &c..

7 Novum Testamentum, Greecé, cum preefatione quee incipit : O miri-
ficam, Lut. Paris. Rob. Stephanus, 1549, ¢ vol. in 18, w, r,1,r, . 2500

10 Biblia Sacra, vulgo dicta des Evéques. Colonie, Bern. Gualterus,

1630, in 8vo. m, r, dent, avec des fleurs peintes sur la tranche,
superbe excmplaire, . . . . 8900
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sale was singularly remarkable in as much as the books were
knocked down according to their supposed worth in assignats:
and it really has a most ludicrous effect when we hear of giving

Sare or Du PxroN’s Lisrary.

26 Guillelmi Durandi Rationale Divinorum Officiorum. Moguntie, per
Jo. fust et Petrum Schoyffer de Gernszheym, auno 1459, in fol.
m, r, Editio Princeps Libri Rarissimi, et exemphr elegans im-
pressum in membranis,

44 S. Hieronymi Epistole, Mognntm, per Petmm Scboyﬂ'er de
Gernzheym, anno 1470, 2 vol. in fol. m. n .

62 Les Sermons du Pere L. Bourdaloue. Pam,lbgmd 1707, 16
vol. in 8vo. en. f. L. r. .

Exemplaire dont toutes les feuilles ont été choniu

183 Histoire naturelle générale et particuliére, avec la description du
cabinet du Roi, par MM. de Buffon et d’Aubenton. Paris, imp.
roy. 1749, 38 vol. in 4to. en f.—~PrEMizrx EpITION, et exem-
plaire unique. Particularités qui distinguent cet exemplaire. Le
dessin original du portrait de M. de Buffon, d’aatres avant et
avec Ia lettre, &c. Toutes les figures avant la lettre, et celles des
quadrupédes sont tirées de Pédition d’Hollande et coloriées :
celles des Oiseaux ne sont pas coloriées ; mais il y a des doubles
tirées au bistre pour étre coloriées. On a fait une table manu-
scrite des planches qui composent les 38 vol. .

184 Histoire naturelle avec la description du cabinet du Roi par
MM. Buffon et d’Aubenton, Paris, Imp. Roy. 1752, 70 vol. in
12, en f. Avec figures avant la lettre, et des doubles tirées an
bistre pour étre coloriées, .

534 Jo. Scapule Lexicon greeco-latinum. Lugd. Bat. Typ Bon. etAbr
Elzeviriorum, 1652, in fol. v. br. Superbe exemplaire pour la
beauté de sa marge, tous les feuillets n’ayant été qu'ébarbés,

337 Joannis de Janua (Balbi) Summa que vocatur Catholicon. Mogun-
ti®, 1460, in fol. m. r. Editio Princeps et exemplar e!eguu
Libri rarissimi,

438 Papie Vocabulariuom hhnum Impremlm Medxolmi anno 1476,
per Domin. de Vespolate, in fol. vel. Editio Princeps et exem-
plar elegans libri rarissimi, .

825 Les Amours Pastorales de Daphms et Chloé, tnd. du grec de
Longus, par Jacques Amyot, publiés par M. Lancelot, (impri-
més par Quillan) 1718, in 8vo. fig. m. r. .

Assignats,

110200

19000

10800

35500

32500

Edition originale, et dont I’excinplaire est h'es précienx ; il vient du
cabinet de J. P.G. Chastre de Cangé, premier Valet de chambre de
M. le Régent. Toutes les uotes et les corrections qui sont sur cet
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ninety one thousand one hundred pieces of paper money for
the ¢ Collection des Arts et Métiers;’ and not fewer than
three hundred and fifteen thousand similar pieces of paper
money for a large paper copy of the Encyclopédie, in folio !

Sare or Du Perrow’s LisRaRY.

exemplaire, sont de M. Lancelot, I'Editeur ; de plus, on trouve sur un
feuillet séparé un projet écrit de la main de M. le Regent, en Paunée,
17182, pour toutes les figures qui devoient orner cette édition, et dont
plusieurs n'ont pas €té executées. Ce volume a été acheté 801 liv. i la
vente de M. de Billy, fils de Mons. de Cangé en 1784.
940 Méthode pour étudier I'Histoire, avec un Catalogue des principaux Assignats.

Historiens, et des remarques sur la bonté de leurs ouvrages, et

sur le choix des meilleurs éditions, par I'abbé Lenglet du

Fresnoy. Paris. P. Gandouin,1729,6 vol. in 4to. Trzs GranD

Parizr, m. cit. . . . . 55000

Cet exemplaire unique a été acheté, 3 la premiére vente de M. de
Camus de Limare, en 1786, la somme de 1500 liv. 1. s. On trouve &
la fin du quatriéme vol. la note suivante, faite par M. de Boze, Garde
de Medailles du cabinet du Roi, de I’Académie des Inscriptions, &c.
qui avoit été chargé d’examiner cet ouvrage, et & qui cet exemplaire &
appartenu. ““ M. le Garde-des-Sceaux ayant souhaité qu'on examinat
de prés cet ouvrage, dont I'auteur est homme suspect en tout genre, on
& trouvé dans la partie ol il a traité de I'historie de la Religion, sous
P'ancienne et la nouvelle loi, beaucoup de choses contraires & la pureté
des moeurs, aux principes de la foi, et aux traditions orthodoxes ; dans
la partie qui traite de I'état present de VEurope, plusieurs réflexions
capables de choquer les puissances ; et dans celle ol I'auteur porte son
jugement sur divers ouvrages particulicrs, nul égard aux bienséances de
la société civile.’
¢« Ces observations ont donné licu 3 une infinité de cartons; et,
comme Cest ici un exemplaire unique pour 'extréme grandear da papier,
et qu'il est peut-étre aussi le seul qui ait été conservé dans sa premiére
forme, tel qu'il est sorti de la plume de 'auteur, sans qu'il y ait eu aucun
carton, on a jugé & propos de la décorer par des enluminures ; et pour
le rendre encore plus précieux, d’y joindre une note de tous les change-
mens qui ont été faits dans les autres exemplaires.’ Nous avons donné
dans le tome 3. de la premiere Partie du catalogue des livres rares de
M. le Duc de la Valliere, no, 4467, la note de tous les cartons que I'on
a faits pour cet ouvrage.
1249 Marmora Oxoniensia, ex recensione Ricardi Chandler, Oxonii,
¢ Typ. Clarend, 1763, in fol. fig. v. f. . . .« 18950
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and what think you of three hundred and twenty one thou-
sand assignats for a set of Buffon—even though it were the
¢ finest which existed’! ?

PriLEMoN. I own there is something vastly singular and
droll in this recital; but have the principal book-sales at

Sate or Du Perron’s Lisrary. Assignats.
1289 Recueil de Piéces manuscrites et imprimées sur 'imprimerie et
Ia librairie de France, et sur les différens arts et metiers qui y
ont rapport, 78 portefeuilles in fol. et in 4to. . . 30500
Recueil unique, &c. On ne peut pas plus curieux ; et a été formé par
M. d’'Hemery, inspecteur de la librairie.

1303 Amcenitates litterarie, Francofurti, 1730, 12 vol. in 8vo. v. 1500
1304 J. G. Schelhornii Amcenitates historicse et litterarim, Lipsie,
1787, 2 vol. in 8vo. v. 200

1305 Dell origine progressi e stato actuale d'ogm Imerntur;. di D

G. Andres, Parma, dalla stamperia reale, 1782, 3 vol. in 4to. br. 4500
1306 Dictionnarie de Livres, dans lequel la plupart des auteurs ou

espéces de livres se trouvent, par Theoph. Georgi. Leipsick,

1742, 6 tom. rel. en 3 vol. in fol. parch. . . 510
1307 Bibliotheca Librorum novorum, collecta & Lud. Neocaro. TraJ

ad Rhen. 1697, 5 vol. in 12, fig. v. . 140
1508 M. Aug. Beyeri Memorize historico-critice lerorum rariorum

Dresd®, 1734, in 12, v. . 175

1309 Bibliotheca curieuse, &c. ou Catalogue rauonné des Lavres

difficiles & trouver, par David Clement, Gottingue, 1750, 9 vol.

in 4to. br. . 10000
1310 Fr. Gott. Freytag Appamtus llttemnus, llbl libri part:m antiqui

partim rari recensentur, Lipsie, 1752, 3 vol. in 8vo. vel. en cart. 500
1811 Catalogus historico-criticus librorum rariorum, auct. Jo. Vogt.

Hamburgi, 1753, in 8vo. vel. . . . 800
1312 Bibliographie instructive, ou Traité de la connoissance des livres

rares et singuliers, par G. Fr. Debure le jeune. Paris, G. Fr.

Debare le jeune, 1767, 7 vol. in 8vo. v. m. . . 4210
1313 Bibliographie instructive, ou Traité de la connoissance des Livres

rares, par G. Fr. Debure le juene. Paris, 1767, 7 vol. in 8vo.

tirés sur pap. d’Holl. in 4to. rel. en peau de truie, avec du pap.

bl entre chaque feville. Cataloguc des Livres de M. L. J.

Gaignat, par le méme, Paris, 2 vol. in 4to. peaun de truie, avec

les prix. Bibliographie instructive, tom. 10, Paris.1782, in 4to.

rel. en peau de truie, . 38000
1314 Concordance (manuscrit) des numéros de la Blbhognphne de

M. Debure le jeune, in 4to, peau de truic. Exemplaire unique.
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Paris, for the last twenty years, been of a like or superior
character ?
Lisarpo. We must not forget the later, and very respect-

Sarx or Du Pxron's Lizszany. Assignats.
1315 Bibliographie instructive, par le méme, tom. 7, contenant la
table générale. Paris, 1768, in 8vo, tiré sur pap. d’Hollande, in

4to. m. 1. 1000

Le C. Creuomer mmhbmre anportémlumrgudece

volume tous les titres des livres annoncés dans la Bibliographie

Instructive.
1316 Dictionnaire typographique par Osmond, Paris, Lacomb, 1768,
2 vol. in 8vo. v. m, . 2700

Cetexempldreeltchargédenotu MsS. deM. de Romé de Lisle.
1517 Bibliographie instructive ou Notice de quelques Livres rares,

par Los Rios, Lyon, 1777, in 8vo. v. . 180
1318 Dictionnaire bibliographique, historique, et critique del Lmeo
rares, Paris, 1790, 8 vol. in 8vo. br, gr. pap. 8160

1319 Manuel Bibliographique ou Catalogue raisonné des lmu rares
et singuliers, et d’un choix des meilleurs livres en tout genre,
disposé suivant Fordre alphabétique des noms d’auteur, par feu
le C, Magné de Marolles, 2 vol. in 4to. manuscrit, . 11500
Le tome 2 de cet ouvrage est le tome 7 de la Bibliographie en grand
papier, sur les marges duquel le C. Marolles a rapporté les titres des
livres annoncés dans la Bibliographie, avec des augmentations.
1320 Manuel pour les Amateurs de Livres et les Bibliothecaires, par
H. G. Lavaetz, en Allemand, Halle, 1788, 8 vol. in 8vo. br, 520
1324 Bibliotheca Norica Williana, ou examen critique de tous les
ouvrages qui ont paru dans la ville de Nuremberg, par G. And.
Will, en Allemand, Altdorf, 1772, 7 vol. in 8vo. br. . 1050
1366 Recueil de différens Catalogues de livres en uombre de plus de
5000. In fol. in 4to. in 8vo.et in 12mo. rel. et broc. Ia plus
grande partie avec les prix, . . . 60100
On trouve dans cette collection, qui est peut—éb'e la plus complete qui
existe, des Catalogues manuscrits trés rares, tels que celui de la biblio-
théque du Roi, & Versailles in fol. m. r. de la Bibliothéque Mazarine,
4 vol. in fol. m. r. &c. &c. les Catalogues des livres manuscrits et
imprimés des plus belles bibliothéques de la France et étrangers, dont
plusieurs sont trés rares et trés chers.

Beyond all doubt the last article is of a very curious and interesting character :
and probably one half of these catalogues have, by this time, made their appear-
ance within our own metropolis.
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able, sales of the lLibraries of D'OurcrEs and LArcHER.*
They might be called rival collections; being pretty much
upon a par as to quality and quantity—although, if we

® sales of the libraries of D’Ovuncuzs and Larcrer.] These sales merit at
any rate a transient notice—although, be it known, between ourselves, good-
natured reader, that the introduction of rorxiGN sarxs is a little * out of the
record’ in the present place, However, the books of M. Lzon »'Ourcres
were good books, and the catalogue of them was ¢ dressed’ by that knowing and
obliging bibliographical bibliopolist, J. Ca. Brunzr-Fris. The sale took place
in December, 1811; and there were only 20 copies of the catalogue printed
upon large paper — of which one was sold in a recent sale (June 26) for 2L 17s.
The name of the proprietor of the buoks was not inserted in the title-page of the
catalogue—for all we there read is, ¢ du Cabinet de M ®* * *’ Ja the whole,
there were 1571 articles. An index closed the volume. Among the more

sperkling points of this collection, were the following : F
rancs.

8 Biblia Sacra Latina (1455) 2 vol. rel. en bois, avec coins en cuivre, 1901
4 o~ 1462, 2 vol. premiére reliure en bois, ¢ sur
papier—encore plus difficile & trouver que ceux qui sont imprimés
sur vélin,’ . 2101
30 Hist. Sti. Joh. Eva.ng ¢jusd. Vis, Apoalypme—' un du premiers
essais de Ia gravare en bois que I'on a attribués & Laurent Coster,’

&c. . . . . . . 661
38 Durandi Rationale Div. Officiorum, 1459, folio, rel. en bois, sur
vélin, . . . . N . 2101

¥ Officium B. Virginis Marie, in 12, superbe manuscrit sur vélin,
exécuté dans le xvie. siécle, en lettres rondes—125 feuilletse

67 miniatures, &c. . . 1050
50 Chrysostomus super Ps. anquaguuno, per Ulne Zel de Hanau,
1466, 4to. . . 364

438 Plinii Hist. Naturalis per Jenson, 1472, folm, prem. rel en bois

(Dr. Mead's copy, described in glowing language by Maittaire,

vol. i. p. 34, edit. 1719) . 240
246 Buffon, Hist. Nat. 1749-89, 4to. 38 vol. deml rel. non rogne-.

This was the copy of citizen Anisson Du Péron, who was also

the last Director of the Royal Press. Brunet pmperly calls it

EXEMPLAIRE UNIQUE (see p. 155, ante) . 2420
513 Gnom® Monostich®, &c. LITT. caP. 4to (thu copy was both

stained and cropt) . . . . 420
517 Anthologia, L1TT. CAP. 1494, . . 300
548 Orphei Argonautics, 1500, 4to. very fine copy, almost uncut

(cheaply sold) . . 212

52 Callimachus, LrTT. CAP. 4t0. ﬁne copy and llmont nm . 670
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estimate the degree of interest excited in the possession of &
volume, from a consideration of its former owner, it must be

admitted that a Larcher copy outweighs a little the worth

Sare or D’Ouncexs’s Lisrary.

Francs.
609 Virgilii Opera—Typis Mentelin, folio, very fine copy, . 1200
610 In Zdib, Aldi, 1514, 8vo. . . 266

647 Ovidius, De Arte Amandi Typis Ulrici Zel : sine anno.
This rare and previously unknown edition appears to be differeht
from the one of which a description oeonnintheBibl.&m.wl.ii.

p. 202, . 201
664 Silius Italicus : with Calphurnms, 1471,ed1t. pﬂn. ﬁne copy, 901
814 Euripides, L1TT. caP. 4to. . . . 250
815 Apud Aldum, 1508, 2 vol. . . 144

834 Terentius. Typis Schoyffer. Secnverypurheuhrdumphouof
this unique copy (now in Lord Spencer’s collection) in the Bibl.

Spencer. vol. iv. p. 557. It was bought in at . 1300
1106 Luciani Opera, 1496, folio, edit. prin. with the added title of

the Philostratus, 1517, . 315
1252 Livius, per Conrad, Sweynh. et Arnold, Pmnlrt: (1469) edlt.

prin. A few preliminary leaves inlaid, . . 400
1274 Casaris Opers, Romz, 1469, folio, edit. prin.. . 851

1345 Raccolta delle principali vedute degli Appennini del Hngallo

Casentino, e Romagna, &c. (Firenze, 1788-90, trés grand, en fol.

delle piante e vedute di tutti i Porti dello stato della

chiesa sul mare Adriatico (Firenze, 1788-90) Gr. iu folio, Extra-
ordinary copy, . . . . . 2600
With this last ¢ extraordinary ’ article let us conclude our specimens of a few
of the rarer book-gems in the ¢ Cabinet of M. Leon D'Ourchzs—and let us
readily add that it is not often, either at Paris or at London, that a Collection
of alike quality presents itself to the eager Bibliomaniac. We now proceed,
in a breath, to the notice of the sale of the ¢ Livres Rares et Précieux de la
Bibliothéque de feu M. Prerre-Henri Larcner ? which took place in the
beginning of November 1814. Thc name and character of Larcher, as the
learned translator of Herodotus, can here reccive nothing in addition to the well-
earned and widely-extended reputation attached to them. In history, as might
have been expected, his collection was prodigiously strong : but Larcher was
fond of beautiful and rare, as well as of good, bvoks—for why should not taste
and leamning be united in the accomplished scholar!? And why might nota
verLuM SPira VimciL and a vELLum ArLpiNe Homsr be found in the
cabinet of the most profound and unostentatious commentator? Let those laugh
who win these treasures: the inexpressive smile of the contemner of them
should be treated only with the pity which it must necessarily provoke, Bat
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of 2 volume from the collection of D'Ourches—for who,
among lovers and collectors of classical lore, hath not heard
of the name of LARCHER ?
Armansa. All this is vastly appropriate, I make no
doubt ; but you must forgive my impatience if —
Lisarpo. Gently, my Almansa. I anticipate what you
are about to mention.

Savre oF THE LarcuEr LiBrary.
‘to our task.’ A brief biographical memoir of Larcher precedes the catalogue
of the books. And what should be the first book—and wlio the buyer thereof—
but . ... ¢ voyons’
1 Biblia Greca. In Adib. Aldi, 1518, fine copy : in superb binding.  Frascs.

Purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, 261
12 Bibl. Latina. Gutenberg and Fust. (Mazarine Buble ) Purcha:ed by
the same ; and now in the possession of Mr. Lloyd, . 2120

385 Demetrius Chalcondylas. (Milan circ. 1493) Edit. Prin. Pur-
chased by Messrs. Payne and Foss. Slightly wormed, but a fine copy. 3857
388 Urbani Gram. Fust. Venet. 1497. Purchased by the same, . 150
The same enterprising booksellers parchased the Greek Lexicon of Hederic,
1755, 4to. bound in 4 volumes, interleaved, and enriched with innurmerable
ms. notes by Larcher, for 1780 francs. This copy was the basis of the new
edition of Hederic, under the superintendence of the learned Mr, Blomfield.
The Aldine Edition of the Greek Rhetoricians came also into the hands of
Meassrs. Payne and Foss for 650 francs : and a prodigiously large and fine copy
of the Milan Theocritus, (Edit. Prin.) procured by Mons. Larcher at the sale of
DOurches for 1001 francs—fell also to the share of the same renowned biblio-
polists for precisely the same sum. This classical gem now enriches the library
of the Rt. Hon. T. Grenville. What have we next? The Edit. Prin. of Homer,
1488, folio, 2 vols. in 1: see no 677. Who purchases? Messrs. Payne and
Foss. For what sum? 1122 francs. This copy now reposeth amidst the lovely
bibliomaniacal furniture of Mr. George Hibbert. Good! What follows? The
Aldinc Homer of the supposed date of 1504, vpoN vELLUM ! see no. 678. Oh
rare! Again, who purchases? Earl Spencer: but consult vol. i. p. 348, respect-
ing the ultimate destination of these covetable tomes. Turn we next our eyes
upon no. 996 : —where we discover the VeELLux Srira Virair (before
dlloded to.) Here again the gallantry of our London bibliopolists, Messrs.
Payne and Foss, evinces itself—for they secure this membranaceous price for
2000 livres! Oh brave! — and this very copy (which ought to be of a much
lovelier hue) now adorns the cabinet of Mr. Grenville. And here we MusT take
leave of the ¢ choice and precious’ cabinet of the learned LarcuER—1who now
* rests from his labours —critical and bibliomaniacal. Peace to his urn !

VOL. 111, M *
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BeLINDA. She thinks you have entirely lost sight of the
renowned Mac-CARTHY’s SALE.*
Lisarpo. By no means. Listen:—and yet I am ne-

® the renoumed Mac-CarTnY SaLE.] What atheme to toach—what a chord to
strike—what an ¢ air and chorus ’ to execute——at the close of this Ninta Day,
and at the end of as elaborate and pains-taking a set of notes as ever were
strung together beneath an expanded and wire-drawn text! Setting aside all
flourishes, gentle reader, I do assure thee that it is almost in a state of exhaus-
tion that T commence the arduous task of ¢ making up’ the Mac-Cartry Recorp
in the annals of bibliomaniacal literature. First, for our proheme : highly re-
quisite in a performance of this kind. Look at vol. ii. p. 372, and you shall
read therein after this fashion : ¢ It is known that the whole of the Macarrry
CoLLECTION Was offered for purchase to the Duke of Devonshire. His Grace,
with a promptitude and spirit cqually honourable, proposed giving 20,000L
sterling for the same. The offer was declined. Rarely perhaps has a negative
produced severer contrition on the part of the proposed vendors! Will the
library be made to realise 15,000L of lawful money of Great Britain? I hope
it may; for the sake of the worthy representatives of the gallant Count
Macarthy ” The preceding was written about six months before the commence-
ment of the sale. What has been the result? The Library produced 404,000
francs—or not much more than 16,0001 ¢ of lawful money of Great Britain.’ It
was not therefore, upon so vast a mass of property, a very random guess. But
mark and note well, curious reader : — from this 16,000!. you must deduct the
expenses of the sale, including the government tax — which amount to 20l per
cent.—or 200L. upon every 1000L.: thus making a total deduction of 3200l. from
the gross amount! Consequently ¢ the worthy representatives of the gallant
Count Mac-Carthy’ will not receive quite 12,800l. Nervous conclusion, this, Yet
let it be further known—that his Grace the Duke of Devonshire offered the
foregoing sum [20,0001.] exclusively of the expenses of freight and duty! All
that he bargained for was, that the Books should be safely landed upon Terra
Firma BriTaNNIcA—in other words, that the owners should guarantee their safe
arrival at the Custom House of London. The proposition, unfortunately for such
owners, was not acceeded to. A sale by auction was resolved upon—and to this
sale the reader is here forthwith to be formally introduced.

Influenced, I pr , in some e, by the time of year when the Merly
Library, was disposed of (knotty point for London bibliomaniacs to solve!) it was
determined upon vending the Macarthy Collection in mid-winter. Again there-
fore Mr. Foss (see page 76 ante) was compelled to endure the tempestuous ter-
rors of ‘Uni Eurusque Notusque,’ and to leave the fire-side comforts, both up-stairs
and down-stairs, of Pall-Mall and Essex Street: and braving the inclemency of
the season, he may be fairly said to have stood, upon the packet-deck, as the
REePrESENTATIVE OF ALL ENOLAND~— thus repeating aloud to the whistling

bl’t:




NINTH DAY. 163

cessarily compelled to be brief. I will however do my
utmost.

¢ Once more upon the waters, yet once more !

And the waves bound beneath me as a steed

That knows his rider !’
Resuming the poetical strain, which seems just now very strangely to have pos-
sessed us,

€= = - - < - the vessel owns the breege,

Snaps her light cords, and shoots athwart the seas !”
and Mr. Foss is landed safely at Calais-pier. He hies to the metropolis, and
Paris receives him somewhere about the hour of midnight. Of course he arrives
incog. Bat the next day discovers him among the book-bretheren: and from
the first day of the sale, on the 27th of January, to the couclusion of the same,
m the 6th of May, did this same enterprising, zealous, and faithful ¢ Repre-
sentative of all Eugland’ continue at bis post, every evening, in one of the rooms
of the ¢ Hotel de Bullion,” from the hour of six to niue—saving and excepting
ene evening only, when he went to regale himself with the Tartuffe of Moliere ;
played in such a style of exquisite truth and feeling as discomposed him for the
gravity of a book-auction for several subsequent evenings: for when those
solemn grammarians and lexicographers, the Priscians, Tortelliuses, Nonius Mar-
celluses, and Laurentius Vallas were ¢ put up,’ he was at times seen to smile,
abstractedly, as it were—bethinking him of the ¢ Tartuffe of Moliere” Nothing,
I learn, can be duller than a Parisian book-sale. The auction commences at 6
and usually lasts three hours : during which three hours scarcely more than from
50 to 75 articles are knocked down : and then, the presiding ¢ Jupiter Tonans’
sometimes disporteth himself in language not the most courteous or refined—for
should a bidder become diffident, or backward, or loth to make advances, or
disposed to affix but a small price to a piquant article, the said book-vendor will
exclaim, even vehemently, ¢ Oh que D ... 1! But let us not offend the pure taste,
or corrupt the well-organised feelings, of a British audience or auctioncer. It is
now time to attend Mr, Foss to the Mac-CarTay SaLs.

The reader is not to suppose that the books were sold in the order in which
they appear in the well-digested catalogue which preceded the sale, and which
was compiled and published by the De Bures in 1815-16, in 2 volumes, 8vo >
the first volume being divided into 2 parts. On the contrary, at the very outset
it must be noticed that ¢ the first’ was the last article sold. An ¢ Ordre des
Vacations’ preceded the sale: from which it was made known that the auction
was to cominence with no. 1133 to 1138 in Jurisprudence, followed by no. 76
t0 90 in Theology ; 1391 to 1401 in Arts and Sciences, 3959 to 3978 in History ;
and 2235 to 2258 in Belles Lettres. Thus to us, perdie, short-sighted English-
men, thus yueer and capricious seemed to be the order of selection in the sale.
Itis not necessary to give any further specimen : only be it known that, from
each of the preceding departments, certain numbers or articles were selected for
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Since the days of the Duke de la Valliere there has beea
no book-sale, at Paris, of equal extent and equal notoriety
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vendition. We shall now throw aside this ¢ Ordre des Vacations,’ and go at
once to the catalogue, with such digressions as may seem most likely to render
our account the more interesting ; adding only that a Mons. P. L. Vincent, com-
missaire-priseur, stood at the elbow of Mons. De Bure the auctioneer, ¢ pour
faire les adjudications ;' in other words, to see that government was not defranded
of the duties due upon the sale Meanwhile the illustrious Bibliomaniacs of
Great Britain, or rather of the metropolis—who had ¢ closed their dispatches’ to
Mr. Foss—awaited the issue of the contest with mingled anxiety and fortitude.

It is due to Lours XVIII,, the present reigning Kixc or Francs, to make
Him the most distinguished of the book-purchasers, or of the bibliomaniacal
cbampions, (if the reader sochoose the designation) at the far-famed Mac-Carthy
fight; and I shall therefore not hesitate a moment in presenting the same reader
with a list of a few of the more important

Books from the Mac-Carthy Collection purchased by the King of France.

111 Biblia in ling, vulg. 1471, in kalend. di octobrio, 2 vol. fol. Fr. Cent.

UPON VELLUM, . 1199 95
114 Salmi di David, trad. dell. lmg heb. (Pang) 1583, 8vo. vPON

VELLUM, . 39 50
143 Hist. Beat. Mana Virg. [block book] superbe exemplure, 1560 0
161 Psalterium ex hebr. chald. et gr. per Pagninum, &c. S®c. xvi.

impress. fol. vroN vELLUN, . 306 0
254 Psalmorum Codex, 1457, folio, per Fust et. Schonﬁ’er, UPON

VELLUM, . . . . . 12000 0

To descant upon the extreme rarity of this precious book would be perfectly
-useless to those who are in the least conversant with bibliography. There were
not wanting English competitors for this truly desirable tome : for Mr. Grenville
and Mr. G. Hibbert had each fortified Mr. Foss with a pretty stiff commission
for the acquisition of it. Unfeignedly speaking, one must rejoice at its present
destination ; for the empire of France bad, at that time, no copy of it—whereas
two were in England : add to which, this very copy had formerly graced the
French metropolis while in the cabinets of De Boze and Gaignat successively.
His present Majesty of France shewed himself therefore to be a ¢ vrai et preux
chevalier’ on the present occasion—and loud and warm were the plaudits, in
the ¢ Hotel de Bullion,’ when the hammer of Mons. De Bure fell upon this pre-
cious volume—as destined for Louis XVIII. It should bowever be made known
that, some few days previously to the ¢ coming on’of the FrrstT PsaLTER, 8
young Parisian book-knight, of whose name I am ignorant, called upon the De
Bures, and drawing bhis kecn-edged sabre, which glistened in the morning sun,
swore by the same that the said ¢ first Psalter’ should never quit the country in
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with that of the Mac-Carthy Library; and if, as before
intimated, we confine our attention to copies of books
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Books Purchased by the King of France.
which it was about to be sold! The result proved most consoling to the feelings
of the chivalrous ¢ unknown.’

1408 Plotini Opera Omnis, 1492, folio, vron vELLUM. Supposedto  Fr. Cent,

be the only known vellum copy. Cheaply sold, . 1020 ©
2170 Priscianus De Art. Gram. (V. de Spira) 1470, folio, vron
VELLUM, . . 2200 0

A tale of joyaunce belongs hereto begmnmg, however, with a notice of some
sorrowful emotions. Earl Spencer and Mr. Payne had each sent a commission
for this desiderated volume—to the extent, I believe, of nearly 2000 francs: but
the result proved unpropitious to them. Thus much for sorrow. The ¢ joyaunce’
is as follows. Mons. Van-Praet, whose enthusiasm and good nature are as well
known and acknowledged as his bibliographical erudition, had ¢ set his heart’
upon this volume coming into the RovavL CoLLecTioN: and however nervous
be might bave been during the course of the biddings for it, his joy and triumph,
in the end, were overwhelmingly great: for he needs must invite Mr, Foss
(* nothing loth”) to go home and sup with him: and he himself, ¢ propriis
tanibus,’” dressed and prepared a sallad, in the first instance, and a bowl of
punch, in the second instance—so exquisite and perfect in all its ¢ component
parts,’ that Mr. Foss hath often since declared it to be extremely doubtful
whether the said enthusiastic, good-natured, and erudite bibliographer excel
more as a bibliognost, or a sallad and punch maker! Rare union of enviable
accomplishments. Note, however: this delectable vellum tome was wormed a
little at the beginning, and a good deal at the end : the vellum was, in parts, also
of too saffron a hue.

2306 M. Tull. Ciceronis Orationes, P. Giunta, 1515. One vol. in 4,
8vo. UPON VELLUM, with 8 leaves in signature C upon paper, 200 0
2349 F. Robortelli Explic. in libr. Aristot. de art. poct. Florent. )
* 1548, folio, fine copy, urPoN VELLUM, 401 O
2544 Virgilii Opera: cum Priapeiis, Venet. perBurthoI Cremonemem,
1479, folio, vroN veLLUM: from the Harleian collection, and
supposed to be the only known copy in this condition, It
wanted 2 leaves at the begiuning of the x1th book of the Aneid,
which were well supplied by the pen. The copy was a very fine
one—and Mr. G. Hibbert fired a pretty heavy shot at it, which

fell, however, greatly short of the mark, . 2440 ©
2826 Roman De La Rose, Verard, folio, uroN veLLUM. Fonnerly :
in the collections of Claude and Honorio d'Urfé and Tillot, 781 O

3312 Boccace, cent nouvelles, Paris, Verard, folio, vroN vELLUM.
From the d'Urfé, La Valliere, aud Lomeuie Collections, 1020 O
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PRINTED UPON VELLUM, we must make no exception what-
cver, in the plenitude of our praise, in favour of any other

SaLe or THE Mac-CarTHY LiBRARY.

Books Purchased by the King of France.

3439 Romant de Milles & Amys, Verard, folio, only known verrux Fr. Cent.
cory, superb. From the d'Urfé, Gaignat, and La Valliere
Collections, . 2300 ©

4004 Genealogies Faits & Gestes des Saints Pem, &e. an Pierre
Vidove pour Galliot du Pré, 1519, folio, fine veLLUM cOPY, 701 O

4154 Vie des Péres en Frangois, Verard, 1495, 3 vol. in 2, folio,

UPON VELLUM, 725 O

4481 L. Simoncta: Res Geetn F. Sphortln, Medwl Zn'otnu, folio.

Only known veLLuM coPy: magmﬁc:ut from the Soubise
Collection, . . 1401 Q

4506 Grands Clironiques de France, &c. avec la eronique de Robert
Gaguin, Eustace, 1514, 3 vol. folio, vroxN vELLUN, fine copy, 1810 O

4519 Chroniques de France, d'Angleterre, &c. par Froissart. Verard,

4 vol. folio, vron vELLuM. Maguificent copy, . 4250 ©

4522 Chroniques de France, d’Angleterre, &c. par Monstrelet: Verard,

1498, 3 vol. folio, vroN vELLUX. Fine copy, but the first volume
shorter thau the others, . 1800 O

4777 Noms, Surnoms, &c. de tous les Cnrdumux, Préht:, &c. de

I'Ordre du St. Esprit, MS. sur vELIN: achevé sur la fin de

Pannée 1621, . . 599 95
5396 Boccace des Nobles Malheureux. &c. Venrd 1494, folio,
UPON VELLUM, . . 1550 O

5397 Ieban Boccace, de la ruine d’ancnens nobles malheureux, par G.
Castellain, Gulliot du Pré, 1517, folio, vroN vELLUM, fine copy. 1100 0O

1f to the foregoiug we add those articles, not bere noticed, which were also
purchased by his Majesty, we may say in round numbers, or almost with strict
truth, that the sum of 40,000 francs appears to have been given by Louis XVIIL
for rare and precious articles—not for his own private collection—but for that of
the RovaL Lisrary of France : his Majesty having intended the foreguing pur-
chases for that object exclusively. Let us allow that there is very much of real
magnanimity in this conduct. Indecd I learn that the several articles, just
briefly described, were inspected by the King, shortly after their purchase, with
an earnestness aud satisfaction which gave indication of a true bibliomaniacal
spirit possessing bis heart. It may be noticed that some of the articles selected
were indifferent or imperfect ; but the object of his Majesty was, to place such
books in the Royal Collection as were not previously to be found there. Now
when, to these exertious, from royal head-quarters, we add the purchases which
were made by the De Bures themselves—principally with a view to earich the
same regal collection==as soon as the revenues-of that establishment shall be in
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library—for such and so many membranaceous exemplars
had never been before, and probably never will again be,
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8 state to secure them—it may be fairly allowed that the capital of France, as
mauch as respects her Royar Lisrary, bas not been unmindful of the important
interests of LiTERATURE and the BioLiomaN1a.

We shall now touch a chord, more harmomious in its sound, and more
exhilarating in its effects, to British ears and British hearts: for the proud and
triumphant fact is to be made known, that full oNE HALF of the produce of the
Mac-Carthy sale was made good by Britisn payuents. I havecalled Mr. Foss
*¢ the representative of all England’ upon this occasion ; but it had escaped me
that Mr. Griffiths appeared in the Mac-Carthy contest as the champion of Pater-
Noster-Row. Let every man have his full share of notice and commendation.
Now then for this ¢ harmonious’ and ¢ exhilarating’ chord. Yet first let us saya
word or two respecting the anxiety and earnestness which prevailed within the
neighbourhood of St. James's Palace, concerning ¢ news from the Rialto.” The
capacious book-saloon of Mr. Payne was the scene of constant and earnest
enquiries. ¢ Any letter from Mr. Foss?’ ¢ Yes, Sir,’ or  my Lord,’ and a cargo
is expected shortly.’ The cargo comes anon. The books are opened and—
approved. Thrice and four times happy ! For upwards of 13 weeks were these
earnest inquiries made. * By whom?’ rejoins the reader. I will not be more
explicit, in reply: but shall quietly lay before the same reader the following
triumphant display of Mac-Carthy tomes which repose in BRiT1sn CABINETS 1~
premising that I am ignorant of those articles which Mr. Griffiths procured for
Mr. Beckford and Messrs. Longman and Co. What an article to begin with!

1 Biblia Sacra Polyglotta, &c. Cardinalis Ximenes dc Cisneros, 6 vol. Fr. Cent,
folio, uroN vELLUM, bound in red morocco by De Rome.
Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert. (The last article sold,) 16,100 0

On consulting the Bibliomania, p. 542, it will be seen how much the indiffe-
rent state of health of the late Dr. Gosset was improved by a sight of only one
of these magnificent tomes. What then must be the degree of comfort and of
convalescence imparted, not only by the sight—but the possession—of the
xwrine copy !? This isno idle rhetorical flourish or fanciful declaration; for the
present gallant Owner of this membranaceous treasure hath, wonderful to say,
pot known a minute’s ill health or dejection of spirits ever since the possession
of it !—preserving, in consequence, the ‘ mens sana in corpore sano,’ in a manner
the most enviable and surprising. I consider the arrival of the Complutensian
Polyglot upon vellum, a second time in this country, as an occurrence of infinitely
higber interest and greater national importance than the arrival of all the Grand
Dukes and Duchesses of the continent, united! Some may think the foregoing

declaration to contain a species of heresy requiring prompt and severe castiga-

tion; but such judges are little aware of the thorough-bred bibliomaniacal
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concentrated within a private collection, It must be allowed,
1 think, that the most fastidious of our London-connoisseurs
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principles, and sound philological tenets, upon which that judgment is delivered.
Let us now visit this unrivalled treasure.

It was beneath the sky-light of Mr. Payne’s book-saloon, or repository, (call
it how you will) that mine eyes were first ¢ blest’—shall I say ?—delighted with
the sight of these extraordinary volumes : which, for amplitude and condition,
agreeably disappoiuted all those who had remembered the first disposal of it, at
the Pinelli sale, for 483l. Count Mac-Carthy had taken off the old coating, as it
appeared at the last mentioned sale, and had clothed it in a red-morocco suit,
manufactured by De Rome : — but ¢ red-morocco’ for a Bible — ¢ thinks I to
myself '—that willnever do! However, to the credit of De Rome, (who has been
pretty roughly haudled in our second volume) the ancient fore-eges had been
spared : but several of the volumes had been choked iu the backs, thereby pro-
ducing a crumpled effect upon the leaves. Well —let us not be captious: for
there were prescnt those, good judges to boot, who would not bave disturbed this
red-morocco suit. But (and in my humble opinion correctly) the owner thought
otherwise. To Charles Lewis they must go: and to Charles Lewis accordingly
they went : and when there safely lodged, ¢ let us (said I, to our Charles Lewis)
have purple morocco, joints, and vellum insides! How thinks Mr. Hibbert 2’ On
calling a second time, it was reported to me — ¢ le Roi 8’y avisera :* on calling
the third time, the book-binding oracle pronounced ¢ le Roi le veut’—and at
this present moment the Complutensian Polyglot upon vellum is being clothed
in a purple morocco suit, of the very best manufacture and fashion, by Mr. C.
Lewis ; concerning whose bibliopegistic skill the reader may disport himself in
the second volume of this work. But ¢ paullo majora canamus.” The magnificent
production under discussion is a mg nt to the memory of its patron, the
illustrious X1aenEs, (of whose life it were much to be wished that Lord Holland
would favour us with a substantial octavo tome, reserving 50 copies upon large
paper) which may bid defiauce to decay. When one thinks that it presents us
with the first printed Greek text of the New Testament—and the fruits of the
collations of various Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Greek MSS. of the Old as well as
New Testament—that no pains were spared by the scholars who uudertook the
editorship, by the printer who undertook the typographical execution, and by
the Cardinal who undertook the remuneration®— it does, altogether, present to

® Let me be forgiven for quoting a certain work, ycleped Introduction to the
Classics, (vol. i. p. 7, note) for the following interesting anecdote. ¢ I have often
beard John Brocarius, (says Gomecius) son of ArNoLnus Brocarius, who
printed the Polyglot, relate to his friends, that, when his father had put the
finishing stroke to the last volume, he deputed him to carry it to the Cardinal.
John Brocarius was then a lad ; and having dressed himself in a very elegant
suit of clothes, he approached Ximenzs, and delivered the volume intw his
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were agreeably disappointed in the condition of these vellum
bijoux: nor will it be a matter less clear and conclusive,
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the mental as well as bodily eye, such an intellectual and picturesque treat as
cannot possibly be surpassed ! And then — all this biblical apparatus and trea-
sure UPON VELLUM l—upon fair, sound, unsophisticated vellum—eusbrined also
in the purple morocco vestments of Charles Lewis! ¢ I can no more 2’ save that,
¢ ex imo pectore,” I do heartily congratulate its present amiable and gallant
possessor upon the acquisition (on reasonable terms, too; namely, 6401.) of a set
of volumes, which, intrinsically and extrinsically considered, may vie with any
book-treasures in the collected libraries of Europe. A second vellum copy is
' reported to be in the Vatican library ; a third in that of the Escorial.

4 Pentateuchus Hebraicus Bonon. (1482) folio, uvron veLLUx : fair Fr.

sound copy. Purchased for the Bodleian Library, 2 vols. . 420
61 Biblia Sacra Latina (1455) folio. vroN veLLuM. Purchased by
the Right Hon. T. Grenville, (and well purchased) . 6260

The exceptions to the present being a very fine copy are few and unimpor-
tant. It wants about three quarters of an inch of the altitude of Mr. Nicol’s
copy, (so particularly noticed in vol. i. p. 339) but then it was fortunately
obtained for a far less pecuniary compensation than Mr. Nicol demands, Tt is
also perfect, and may indeed be pronounced a treasure of the first magnitude.
62 Biblia Sacra Latina, 1462, folio, 2 vols. tPoN VELLUM. Purchased

by Messrs. Payne and Foss, . 4750

This exquisite copy (which now adorns the library of Mr, Watson Taylor) bad
been successively in the collections of Gaignat and the Duke de la Valliere. It is
not, 1 think, quite so large as Lord Spencer’s copy, but the illuminations are
similar, and the colour of the vellum is more pure. Upon the whole, from
beginning to end, it caunot be surpasscd—and when this is said, the Cracherode
copy, from the Lamoignon collection, is not forgotten. This latter is indeed,
colaparatively, ¢ a poor affair.’

110 La Biblia, da Niccolo Malermi, in Kalend. de augusto, 1471, 2 vols.
Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . . 430

Of excessive rarity ; but unluckily the first volame is terribly injured. His
Lordship, it will be seen, (Bibl. Spencer, vol. i. p. 63-7) was previously in pos-
session of the Italian Bible, of the same dominical date, of the month of

hands . . . ¢ I render thanks to thee, O God, (exclaimed the Cardinal) that thou
hast protracted my life to the completion of these miLICAL LABOURs ! And
aflerwards, when conversing with his friends, the Cardinal would often observe
that the surmounting of the various difficulties of his political station, afforded
him not half the solace which arose from the finishing of his PoLyoLor. Ximenes

died the same year (1517) not many weeks afterwards’ The work was not
published till 1522.
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that the purchasers of them are the very men whom we
should just wish to have entertained propensities thereunto,
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October. The Royal Library was the competitor upon this occasion, and yielded
with reluctance.
184 Hist. Vet. et Nov. Test. seu Biblia Pauperum. Purchased by Messrs.  Fr.
Payne and Foss, . 750
A very fine copy; formerly in the Gugnat collect:on—-and now in that of
the Right Hon. T. Grenville.
142 Speculum Human Salvationis, folio. At first bought in, butafterwards
purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, 1320
A fine and desirable copy : and lately conmgned to the chmce cabinet of
Mr. G. Hibbert.
149 Hist. Scti. Joan, Ejusque Apocalypt. folio. Purchased by Messrs.
Payne and Foss, 7%
Thus the chief BLocx-Boou have taken up thcu' resldence in London.
This was a vastly finc copy, uncoloured. My friend Mr. Lang looked on it for
five minutes—took a turn in Mr. Payne’s saloon—again raised his glass; and,
on a minuter examination, exclaimed, ¢ it is mine!” Tt slept in Portland Place
the same evening. With both hands did I applaud this mcasure ; for, said my
friend, ¢ it was in consequence of a certain description, and certain fac-similes, ina
certain work, that I made this selection—against the BisLia PA'UPERUI, which
lay on Mr. Payne’s counter at the same time, Did I do well?’ ¢ Well, oh well !’
205 Durandi Rationale Div. Offic. 1459, folio, uroN vELLUM. Even-
tually bought by Messrs. Payne and Foss ; butin the first instance,
and at the first bidding, by De Bure, . . 2000
A marvellously fine tome ; and now rightly reposing in the ¢ marvellously fine’
library of Mr. Grenville.
255 Psalmorum Codex, 1459, folio. Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . 3350
Of course uroN veLLum. A grand book: larger than the copy of the first
cdition purchased by the King of France (see p. 164, ante) but not of ampler
dimensions than the copy of the same edition in Lord Spencer’s library. Mr.
Hibbert will not be thoroughly at his ¢ heart’s ease’ till he obtain the first edi-
tion—jyet from what quarter?
507 Lactantii Firmiani Opera, 1463, folio. Purchased by the Rt. Hon.
T. Grenville, . . . . 1900
And such a copy ! — fair, large, and (mirabile dictu!) very little beaten by
the merciless De Rome. Yct think (as Mr. Grenville oftentimes must neces-
sarily think) what must have been the former charms of this copy —¢ dans sa
premiére reliure en bois ! >—for such was its condition when Count Mac-Carthy
issued the luckless edict for its coverture in red-morocco. However, there can
be no question about the transcendent qualities of this copy in the state in
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The history of this immense and matchless collection is too
well known in our own country to render it necessary for me
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which it has reached our own shores. It is by much the largest and the finest
which I have ever seen, and is quite perfect. In general, this volume has suffered
dreadfully. Lord Spencer’s copy of it is indifferent, but that of his Augustinus
de Civit. Dei, 1467, printed in the same monastery, is yet, if possible, a more
desirable volume. At any rate they would both furm a delicious couple—in the
same coloured morocco harness.

1004 De Triuitatis Erroribus per M. Servetum, 1531. Dialog. de Fr,
Trinitate libr. 11, 1532, 8vo. Purchased by the Revd. T. Williams 215

A fine copy of the original edition. Even the ¢ original edition’ of this work
will not shake the faith, or, what is better, mar the good works, of its purchaser.
Mr. Williams is among our most conspicuous bibliomaniacal divines ; and in this
character, is, I think, vulnerable ouly in one point: he seems to prefer hogskin
to morocco ! This heresy requires extirpation: and the orthodox principia laid
down towards the end of the Ereurn Dav of this work may possibly contri-
bute towards such a salutary result.

2188 Catholicun, 1460, 2 vols. folio, Bought in for 2620 frmcs ; but
afterwards sold to Messrs. Payne and Foss for « 8100
Urox Verrum. From the moment my eyes glanced over the Mac-Carthy
catalogue, I selected the veLLum CaTHoricoN of 1460 as an object dear to all
- troe lovers of typographical antiquities : dear to the worshippers of the memory
of Gutenberg in particular, and to the coveters of exquisitely rarc and precious
books of every description in general :—but to lezicographical virtuosi—* Say not
a word,’ says a learned and reverend Doctor—¢ Where rests this precious copy ?
In Cleveland Square—and who but Mr. Grenville should be the possessor of it >
Even 50 ; and right hearty are the congratulations which I pour forth on such a
felicitous bibliomaniacal acquisition. Didst see this copy, generous-hearted
reader, as it spread open its ample membranaceous wings beneath the sky-light
of Messrs. Payne and Foss? Oh,’twas a soothiug sight ! — for there was about it
such a genuine unsophisticated character—the margins were so large, the print-
ing was so perfect, the colour of the vellum so mellow, the binding (in red-
morocco, of the Harleian character) so appropriate, that, ¢ take it for all in all’
- . But heuce, odious cumparisons !
2263 Quintiliani Institut. Jenson. 1471, folio, vroN veLLUM. Pur-
chased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . . 1515

Why is it, most exquisite NicoLas Jensox, that I have never yet seen thy
vellums perrecT? Refer for one minute to vol. i. p. 400, and then proceed
thus. No doubt this is a very fine volume ; and almost the finest vellum classic,
printed by Jenson, which it has been my lot to examine. Yet the saffron-hue
contends too lustily with the lily. Nevertheless, this is a large and imperial-like
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to dwell longer upon the subject of its dispersion. Indeed
the champions are hardly yet ¢ cool from the fight;’ they

Sars or THE Mac-CarTBY L1BRARY.

copy ; and its present owner may have reason to repent of more unfortunate
membranaceous purchases than that of the present volume.
2279 Cicero de Oratore. P. Giunta, 1514, 8vo. vroN VELLUM. Pur- Fr,
chased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, . . . 455
Whoever has read the first sentence or two of the Grunta Nore—rambling
over the surface of some 32 pages of the second volume of this work—must
naturally anticipate the delight which the author of such note would take in the
sight of a Giunta veLLum. The copy under consideration is clean, sound,
and tolerably ample : but it is not & la Vitruvius de ... It now enriches the
exquisite vellum cabinet of Earl Spencer.
2296 Cicero. De Officiis, 1466, 4t0. uroN vELLUM. Purchased by
Messrs. Payne and Foss, . . . . 1190
Large, lovely, and light of price. Now in the fine collection of Mr. G.
Hibbert.
2315 Cicero. Epistolee ad Familiares. I. de Spira, 1469, folio. vrox
veLLuM. Purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, . 1320
This fine and desirable volume is now deposited with very mauy other ¢ fine
and desirable’ Editiones Principes, in the library of Earl Spencer. Rigidly
speaking, the condition of the vellum is not quite comfortable throughout. Yet
is it a finer book than most of the vellum Jensons: and very much finer than
was the previous copy of it, upon paper, in his Lordship’s collection.
2317 Cicero. Epist. ad Familiares. Aldus, 1502, 8vo. Purchased by
the Right Hon. T. Grenville, . . . 500
What a price for an Aldus, ot upon verLum! But examine Mousieur
Renouard’s L’ Imp. des Alde, vol. i. p. 54, and no longer talk about ¢ a price’
for an unmembranaceous Aldus. Mr. Grenville may be congratulated upon the
acquisition of it.
2325 Cicero. Epistole ad Atticum. Jenson, 1470, folio. vrPoN vELLUM.
Purchased by Messrs. Payne and Foss, . . 1350
Mr. Hibbert is the present possessor of this very beautiful and covetable
volume: the choicest vellum Jenson which he possesses. It is seldom that we
see such a copy even upon paper. Let its owner embrace it four times each
year: for in December it will warm, in March it will be ¢ as the south wind
blowing over a bed of violets,’ in June it will gladden, and in September it will
tranquillise, the heart. What a comforter art thou, Nicolas Jenson? |
2379 Quintus Calaber. Aldus. Sine Anno, 8vo. vPON VELLUM. Pur-
chased by Earl Spencer, . . . . 500
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have hardly taken off their ¢ gloves of steel,’ and breast-
plates of brass —nor wiped away, with the fragments of some

SALE oF THE Mac-CARTHY LiBRARY.

A great acquisition, although an indifferent copy : for it exhibits a peculiarity
unnoticed by the sagacious Renovard. Ou comparing it with his paper copy
(» much finer one, in point of size and condition) Lord Spencer found that it
was an entirely different printed text—in respect to typographical a.rmngement—
although each page contained the same quantity of matter.

2397 Homeri Batrachomyomachia, 1486, 4to. Purchased by the Rt. Fr.
Hon. T. Grenville, . 600

Rightly designated ¢ a fine copy of a book of the grestest ranty )

2452 Apollonius Rhodius, Litt. Cap. 1496, 4to. UPON VELLUMN.
Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . . 1755

A very fine copy of the rarest of the cpital letter books UPON VELLUM. It
had been formerly Gerardot de Préfond’s, and had suffered comparatively little
in the binding, on the score of cutting—that rock, upon which most of the
French bibliopegists so wilfully split! I am not sure that there are three other
vellum copies of the Apollonius Rhodius in his Majesty’s united realms, This is
a meet companion for the vellum Anthologia, so largely descanted upon in the
previous pages of this work. See vol. ii. p. 35¢2.

2489 Euripides. Litr. Cap. 4to. Purchased by Mr. Grenville, . 600

Again we may say * a fine copy ’ of a book of prodigious rarity. This, and the
preceding tome, in such condition, make glad the heart of the tasteful collector.
2652 Martialis. Apud Aldum, 1501, 8vo. vroN VELLUM. Purchased

by Mr. G. Hibbert, . . 810

A most desirable volume ; Judmously bouglw—but vnll not these early Aldine
membranaceous bijoux provoke a desire to extend the list of them? ¢ What if it
do,’ exclaims the owner. ¢ Nothing,’ I reply : but read only a few pages (page
347,&c.) in the previous volume, and then . . . acknowledge the futility of rival-
ship! ¢ By no means’—rejoins the aforesaid owner, ¢ nil desperandum !’
Esxcellent . . . “excellent i’ faith.” How I love thee for this, thou brave rejector
of azalias and rhododendrons! Live for ever.

2661 Juvenalis: ex recensione Ald. Manutii, 8vo. no date, uron

veLLum. Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . . 350
A counterfeit of the Aldine edition ; and the handsomest counterfeit I have
yet seen.
2774 La Nef des Folles. Paris: par Petit Laurens, pour G. de Marnef,
4to. no date, vroN veLLUM. Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert, 400

A wastly sound, beautiful, curious, and desirable little quarto tome, but cropt
somewhat (as I suspect) in the bindiug. It is among the cheapest and most
«estimable volumes of which the Mac-Carthy library had to boast. The condition,

perfect.
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red-morocco coated volume (shattered in the contest),
the ¢ gouts of blood’ which yet linger upon the points of

SaLE oF THE Mac-CarTHY LiBRARY.

2786 P. Carmeliani Carmen. Printed by Pynson, without date, 4to. Fr.
UPON VELLUM, Purchased by the Right Hon. T. Grenville, 1000
Obtained at a swinging price—but we have here one of the most extraordinary
volumes that are known. Its intrinsic worth and singularity arc presumed to
have been set forth in the Typog. Antiguities, vol. ii. p. 548 : but to have lived
(and scarcely turued of forty oue) to have seen a copy of this exceedingly rare
book vroN vELLUM! . .. The volume before us was formerly in the Harleian
collection, and yet retains its mellow tinted red morocco binding, in a sound con-
dition. In every respect it is a membranaceous bijou of the most euviable

description.
2809 Recueil de Poesies des Troubadours, in fol. beau ct trés precieux
Manuscrit sur vELIN. Purchased by Mr. Heber, . 1004

For the first and last time, as connected with the sale of the Mac-Carthy library,
we have to notice the well-known name of the purchaser of this truly precious
volume. Mr. Lang, as might have been expected, had ¢ a brush’ with our
bibliomaniacal hero; but the MS. cuuld not rest in better hands. It is now, I
learn, lent to Mr. Raynouard, for the purpose of some forthcoming publication
connected with TROUBADOUR LITERATURE~—a subject, which we all yet love
to handle or to hear of —and which I trust our Nennius will one day think it
worth while to examine with critical eyes.

2853 La Chasse et Le Départ d’Amours, Verard, 1509, folio. Purchased
by Mr. Lang, . . . 450

Mr. Lang is here victorious ; but he had a resolute compemor in Mr. Hibbert,
who flies at covies of membranaceous birds with the swiftness of a falcon, and
the strength of an eagle. I congratulate Mr. Lang upon his victory, or love his
competitor for bis forbearance. ’Tis a gracious tome: metely garnished with

" graphic gems, and in a condition perfectly legitimate.
3038 Dante. Numeister, 1472, folio, Editio prineeps. Purchased by
the Right Hon. T. Grenville, . . . 400

Beyond a controversy the most fortunate purchase yet noticed ! The rarity
of this first edition (of which an indifferent copy was recently sold for 40L) is
extreme ; and to have obtaincd it for 15L.!—but fortune shonld sumetimes befriend
the brave. Mr. Grenville has here a treasure upon which he may at all times

with propriety felicitate himself.
3044 Petrarcha. Jenson, 1473, folio, vroN vELLUM. Purchased by
Mr. G. Hibbert, . . . 3000

No doubt this vellum bijou was obta.med at too high a price. There must
have beeu a downright Waterloo contest for it . . .  another such victory, and.’.
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their lances. Let us wish them safe to their respective
homes — to their fire-side comforts—and to receive the
rapturous listening and overwhelming applause of their

SaLE of THE Mac-CarTHY LiBRARY.

But this is very unseemly language. Nicolas Jenson, if in any volume, should
have shone in a vellum Petrarch ; but he has not done so in the present instance,
The copy is not ¢ superb,’ nor is its condition of the finest description. It has
been trimmed, and there are too many bistre tints throughout. Yet the very
valuable edition of 1473, vroN veLLUM!...Be it s0.
8110 Canti x1. dal Bandello, &c. In Guienna, ne la cittd di Agen, Fr.
per A. Reboglio, 1545, 8vo. Purchased by Mr. R. Wilbraham, 301
Not upon large paper, as described, but a very fine copy of one of the rarest
books in the series of Bandello’s publications. It is now placed in excellent
hands, fully capable of estimating such a treasure, both intrinsically and
extrinsically.
84383 Vie et Prophéties de Merlin. Verard, 1498, 3 vol folio, uron
vELLUM. Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . . 700
A proud set of vellum Verards; and worthy of the gallant society in which
they now disport themselves.
3436 Tristan de Leonnois. (Verard, qu.?) folio, 2 vol. without date,
uPoN veLLUM. Purchased by the Same, . . . 905
We are getting into  the very thick’ of romaunt lore, put forth upon mem-
branaceous substance. These are really magnificent volumes; and obtained, as
strikes the chronicler of these details, at a price (when one considers that it is
the only known vellum copy) very far from partaking of the pungency of
Waterlvo gun-powder : note the preceding article but two.
3441 Recueil des Histoires Troyennes. Verard, without date, folio,
UPON VELLUM. Purchased by the Same, . . 730

¢ The more the merrier.” Such a volume as the present—broad, clean, and
besprinkled with no unskilfully-coloured wood-cuts, in Verard’s smaller type,
and upon Verard's delicious vellum—why, ¢ such a volume as the present,’ I
repeat, is ¢ companion meet’ for any membranaceous folio, from the carly French
school of printing, of which I have yet been gratified with the sight.
3669 Livret des Emblémes de Alciat, 1536, 8vo. UPON VELLUM.
Purchased by Mr. Freeling, . . . 127
If the reader should ¢ perdie’ have glanced over certain pages (vol i. p. 255)
of this work, it may not appear a matter of surprise to him that a VELLUM
AvciaT should have found its way to its present destination. The volume is a
small octavo, but sound and fair. . . and for the love I bear to the memory of
the Wechels (see vol. ii. p. 66.) I congratulate Mr. Freeling on this membra-
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wives and families—while they recount the ¢ hair-breadth
scapes,’ toils and stratagems, and deeds of bravery, which
they have encountered and overcome.

SALE OF THE Mac-CaRTHY LIBRARY,
3697 Volumen De Disciplinalibus, in quo continentur: Priscianus De Fr.,
Grammatica, M, T. Cicero Rhet. Vet. et Nov. &c. MS. vron
veLLuM. Purchased by the Rev. Dr. Burney, . . 750
There is always a pleasure in recording the acquisition of a fine and precious
MS. connected with aucient classical literature, by the learned purchaser of the
present article. It is a noble volume : large, richly embellished, and intrinsically
curious and valuable.
3796 Giordano Bruno Nolano, degl’ Heroici furori, dialogi x. ng
1585, 8vo. Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . 425
*SuperBE EXEMPLAIRE d’un livre trés rare.” What need we say more ?
4346 Cesaris Commentaria, Jenson, 1471, folio. Purchased by Mr.
G. Hibbert, . . . 426
Magnificent copy : justassa Fi&eener should present melf and just as it seems
to have issued from the press. Bozerian (not Bozerain, as his name has been
injured, by a slight transposition only, at page 498 of vol. ii.) has here shewn
his good sense, aud anti-Roxisu propensities. He has refrained from cropping.
Euge!
4482 La Sforziada, &c. in lingua Fiorentina, Milan, Zarotus, 1490,
folio, upon veLLum. Purchased by Mr. G. Hibbert, . 1910

We have here the loveliest—at any rate, and without question or doubt, ong:
of the loveliest—of membranaceous bijoux! I call to mind all that the Devon-
shire, Spencer, Grenville, and Cracherode Collections possess—when I make
this declaration. Mr. Foss (and Mr. Foss is safe authority) hath a marginal
pencil memorandum of ¢ most beautiful’ annexed to this article—in his copy of
the Mac-Carthy Catalogue—and he says well in so designating ¢ La Sforziada,’
printed by Zarotus in 1490. He might have added ¢ exquisite * but he is pro-
bably wise in preferring the guarded phlegm of a German to the enthusiastic
emotions of an Asiatic. Disporting aside, we bave here a volume of really
transcendent beauty. It presents us with a perfect picture of an old vellum
book : large, clean, and spotless : yet more, embellished throughout in a manner
at once brilliant and classical, and the rirsT Pace, according to my humble
judgment and feeling, not having its compeer; probably not even in the united
libraries of Milan, Florence, and Rome. The border of it is arabesque, of a toue
of colour so mellow and appropriate, that nothing more delectable can be casily
conceived, In the upper part of this page, we have two portraits: the one, of
Francis Srorza the great Duke of Milan, the other, of CARDINAL SFroRrza,
his brother : and view here, O reader, this interesting faithful copy of the said
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And now, my amiable and excellent friends, the Batile
Symphony of Bethoven is at an end: in other words, the
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Cardinal’s portrait, which owes its insertion, in the present place, to the
fiberality of the present owner of the volume.

His vestment is of a dark blue, as well as the back-ground ; and the coat of
arms upon his breast is repeated in the centre silver knobs on the exterior of
the velvet-cover in which the book is bound. No doubt, therefore, the copy
was a presentation one, and in every probability the property of the Cardinal :
whose portrait, in consequence, is better placed here than that of his Ducal
brother. The top and bottom compartments of this first page exhibit a group of
lovely naked boys, romping, and amusing themselves with the game of ¢ buck,
buck, how many horns do I hold up?’ The style of design throughout is
admirable ; but I question if the drawing be quite correct, as the heads of these:
merry urchins are of somewhat too large dimensions. Yet the whole is per-
fectly enchanting. Mons. De Bure has well and vigorously described this
exquisite book, which came from the matchless Sousisz CorrxcrIOoN, and was
purchased at the sale of that library for 2022 francs. Mr. Hibbert may place it
among the most precious pieces of library-furniture. He may live to the age of
Magliabechi before he again becomes master of such a membranaceous treasure.
Mr. Foss forgot his luckless Boccaccio embassy to Milan, as be pressed this tome
to bis heart, after it had been knocked down to him !—and Mr. Payne, when it
was drawn forth from the deal box which had conveyed it over, and was spread
open before him, gave his spectacles an additional rub, and declared that be lost,
in the extacies of the Sforsisda-contemplation, all remembrance of the pangs

VOL. IIT. N
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moment is at length arrived when it becomes my duty to
descend from the elevated station to which you have appointed

Sare or THE MAc-CarTHY LiBRARY.

endured in consequence of the Borremeo sale! Mr. John Payne, in the memn
time, was carried away nearly speechless—such are the dangers of too intense &
bibliomaniacal enthusiasm ! It remains only to add, that this volume contains an
Italian version of the original Latin text put forth by Zarotus a few years pre-
ceding ; and a copy of this latter, vpon vELLUM, has been already described
((see p. 166, no. 4481) as the property of Louis XVIII.
4503 Chroniques de France, appellées Chroniques de St. Denis, Paris, Fr.
P, Bonhomme, 1476, 3 vol. folio. Purchased by Mr. Rennie, 500
A noble acquisition : the three last leaves of the third volume are each a
duplicate, on account of their having been reprinted with alterations. Mr.
Rennie revels in a capacious collection of Chronicles, and the present is among
-his valuable acquisitions in that commendable department of collecting.
5106 Budmus De Asse, apud Aldum, 1522, 4to. UPON VELLUM.
Purchased by Earl Spencer, . . ‘ . 1500
What a membranaceous gem have we here! Grolier’s own presentation copy
of a work dedicated to himself, upon vellum of the purest colour and substance :
and, moreover, with that eminent bibliomaniac's autograph, as secn at page 471 of
vol. ii. Another luxury attends this copy. Most injudiciously it had been stript
of its first coverture, and an unmeaning, gaudy red-morocco surtout placed in its
stead. Where then is the luxury ¢ attendant on this copy ’~—rejoins the reader.
It is simply thus. What though Grolier’s own lcather be wanting, his mode
of binding—his own pattern—is replaced : for be it known, to gladden thine
heart, amiable peruser of what appertains unto Grolier, that the very pattern—
seen at p. 473 of the previous volume, has been consigned to the recent covering
of this precious volume, in olive-colour morocco, by the skilful hands of Charles
Lewis : and I will venture no trivial wager that, in point of taste and workman-
ship, the eyes of John Grolier himself never glistened at the sight of a more
beauteous tome ! I frankly own that its present destination is as judicious as it
is a source of ¢ joyaunce’ to the author of these pages.
5395 Boccace, des Cas des Nobles Malheureux, &c. In folio. MS. sur

VeLiN. Purchased by Mr. Lang, . . . 800
5457 , des Clers ct Nobles Femmes—De La Cité des Dames.
MS. Sur VeLiv, folio. Purchased by Mr. Lang, . . 800

The romauut-treasures of the library of Mr. Lang are too well-known, and
too generally admired, to render au awplification of them necessary in the
present place. We shall close this List or BriTise PurcHASERS in a very
gallant and judicious manner by the notice of these two magnificent and truly
estimable volumes : and most heartily do I congratulate their purchaser on a

passion, which daily guins strength with him, of purchasing Manuscripts as well
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me; to divest myself of the robes of state which you have
importuned me to wear ; to lay down my sceptre, to unbind
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as printed Books. The tomes before us delight the eye and gladden the heart.
They are rich, capacious, in beautiful condition ; and the ¢ Cité des Dames’
contsins a mine of unexplored wealth. They have been obtained upon terms
very far from extravagant ; and had I thrown a curious eye over either, previous
to the composition of the First Day of this work, there should have been a
graphic morceau, curious reader, inserted in the pages of the same ¢ Day,’ which
should have convinced thee that this eulogy is not unfounded. And now. ..
farewell to the SaLE or TAE MAC-CaRTHY LiBrARY ! We will close our account
thereof with a few summary

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

In the first place : what says Lisardo in the above text? He talks about the
appearance, boldness, and bravery—call it what you please — of the BriTisn
Liox in all parts of the world. . . Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. Let us
confine curselves to the quarter of the globe first mentioned ; and, in that
quarter, to a certain city called Paris. We have nothing here to do with those
strongly-sinewed British Lions led on by the great Arthur, Duke of Wellington,
who visited the said capital, in the year of our Lord 1815 !— No: we have
nothing to do with warlike, but with peaceful, yet spirited, Lions—in other words,
with those British Lions who roared for prey over the dispersion of the Mac-
CanteY Lisrary. What can this mean? In sober truth, nothing more than
this. The Mac-Carthy Library produced, in the gross amount, 404,000
francs. Of this production, not less than a fourth part (or 100,000 francs)
came to London through the agency of Messrs. Payne axp Foss : while the
probable amount of other purchases for England, through Mr. Chardin at Paris,
and Mr. Griffiths, (‘ champion of Pater-Noster Row, ’ as aforesaid) might have
been somewhere upon 75,000 francs. FEuge! In France, in the country
where this Collection was acquired and disposed of, purchases, to the amount
of about 40,000 francs, were nobly made by Tee Kine. The De Bures (fine
fellows ! — though they talk of ¢ dispatching’ certain bibliographers with ¢ bare
bodkins ) expended to the amount of about 60,000 francs, chiefly with a view,
at some subsequent period, of enriching the Royal Collection — yet a consider-
able portion of that sum must be considered as arising from commissions given
by the Graxp Duxz or Tuscany: who showed himself to be a thorough
Helluo Librorum on this occasion, and who dealt gallantly in Large Paper Oxford
Clossics, as they are called. Add to the foregoing, about 65,000 fraucs for
the amount of Frency Amateuns and BooxseLLers, (eheu!) and you have
then the respective items of which the aggregate result, 404,000 francs, is com-
posed !

In the second and last place: it remains to do justice, &nd ample justice, to
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the wreath—and to become a member, and not the ruler, of
the state. My reign has expired ; and, what may probably
excite more powerful emotions, our BisLiocraPHICAL DE-
CAMERON wants only one further day of its completion.
I will make no sorrow-stricken peroration. That shall be
left for Lysander; who, to morrow, for the last time, is
appointed to wield the sceptre of dominion. A thousand
and a thousand thanks—not only for the patience with which
you have heard me, but for the testimonies of approbation
with which such hearing has been accompanied. I have
fulfilled the most delightful duty which I was ever yet called

upon to perform.

Here Lisardo somewhat abruptly quitted his throne of
state; while Almansa, for reasons which I will not pretend
thoroughly to comprehend, turned her head towards the
side-window, and for thirty seconds neither spake nor varied

SavLz oF THE Mac-CarTHY LisraRY.

the character of the Mac-Cartiy Lisrary—at least to such specimens of it as
have reached our own country. Generally and justly speaking, these specimens
were admirable : — sound, clean, capacious, of an interesting character, and of
great rarity. They have gladdened the eyes and rejoiced the hearts of the most
discerning, the most fastidious, and the most inanimate. During their arrival in
Pall Mall, the bibliomaniacal thermometer never rose so high : and Mr. Payne's
book-saloon was in a perfect state of blood heat. These lovely volumes, these
rare and exquisite book. treasures, have now put on wings and taken flight, and
flown chiefly to the respective abodes of those gallant purchasers (for there is
Dot room for the detail of every purchase) whose names have been just recorded.
Thus every thing sublunary shifts its place, or changes its ¢ hue and character 2
¢ here to-day, gone to morrow.’ Let ut set our hearts therefore on more sab-
stantially gratifying objects. .. not on carpets, chairs, curtains, and sofas .. net
on furnitore of this description ... Aud yet, will you depreciate JBokes 2!
Never. Lisardo, thou hast performed thy task ably and successhully.. I cere
not for a few stified dissentient voices . . the * ayes’ have it loud and hollow.
But soft . . the Nrvrn Dav is past. . and already the Lorison glows with the
warm radiance of the TenTx! )
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her position. A sudden burst of applause from Lorenzo,
Lysander, and Philemon, soon however shook her from her
entrancement ; and on turning round, she perceived the hand
of her husband cordially pressed within those of the party
just described—and ultimately remunerated by a pressure of
somewhat longer duration from her own. She heard indeed,
with emotions that forbade her to add one word to the
eulogy, that Lisardo had made good all the fond expecta-
tions which had been formed of him upon his conversion
To BisLiograPHY ! It wanted about three quarters of an
hour to the dinner hour—when the circle, instantaneously
and unanimously, sprung forward in quest of their hats and
walking sticks—and twice perambulated the lawn and chest-
nut walks ere the bell peremptorily summoned them to their
usual ¢ Banquet of Daintie Conceits.’

On the morrow Lysander was invested, with rather more
than ordinary solemnity, with his regalia of state—and there
was an expression of melancholy upon every countenance as
he thus proceeded, for the last time, in the execution of his
royal office.
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OR the last time we are assem--
bled in the character of a Deca-
meronic Society. For the second
and last time I wield the sceptre
of dominion, and for the TENTH
and last paY you are to listen to
those topics of bibliographical
information, which were necessa-
rily left untouched in the nine previous days of our conver-
saxione. When I look back upon what has been achieved
by Philemon, and even by Lisardo, (the latter of whom,
considering him but as a recent convert to the Bibliomania,
has really surprised us by the minuteness and diversity of
his researches) I feel impressed with a conviction of the
inefficiency of my former labours, and of the consequent
necessity of making amends for past inability. Believe me,
my excellent friends, I am most sincere in this declaration.-
Tt is not for the sake of ¢ angling for a compliment — it is
not that I would insult your understandings by uttering
vith my tongue what my heart disavowed—that I make this
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confession : for the more I reflect upon what Philemon and
Lisardo have accomplished, in the same proportion am I
¢ all abashed’ (as our Caxton would have expressed it) at
the remembrance of my own previous exertions.

Yet it must be allowed that a great portion of those
exertions was the examination of a subject little capable of
diversity of treatment, or of liveliness of description, The
very mention of the names of Coster, Gutenberg, Fust,
Schoiffher, Sweynheym, and Ulric Zel are sufficient to
frighten away attention, and to alarm sensibility : yet you
heard me with complacency, and were pleased to express
approbation of my recital. Then again, as we pursued the
subject along the flat and unvaried surface of the Low Coun-
trics—and as we re-visited Paris and Basle—the objects that
presented themselves did seem somewhat more capable of
exciting agrecable sensations ; and we concluded our typo-
graphical history, as connected with foreign countries, in a
manner which, considering its inevitable dryness, appeared
rather to gratify than to disappoint the audience which
vouchsafed to hear it.—Fie upon it! Of what am I here
guilty ?—of ¢ laying the unction of flattery to my soul,
and of apparently undoing all that I set out by advancing.
Away then with this littleness of human feeling : this cha-
racteristic of human frailty ! We have a long day before us,
and numerous and weighty are the subjects which present
themselves in the proper occupation of that day. Let it not
be said that Lysander abuses the regal power vested in him
for the last time.

As example is more effective than precept, I purpose, in
the occupation of this TENTH and last DECAMERONIC DAY,
calling your attention more particularly to those distin-
guished characters, as Writers, Book-Collectors, Virtuosi,
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and 4ntiquarics, who have established their everlasting
claims upon our remembrance and gratitude; and of whom
the greater part are especially interesting to a British
Audience. You must expect me to be desultory, irregular,
and probably involved and confused ; but, remember, my
oration is supposed to partake-of the comversaxione-cha-
racter, and matters of fact must compensate for lucid order
and harmonised periods.

Lorgnzo. I entreat you to abandon the strain which you
have already adopted . . for we shall otherwise have reason
to prepare ourselves for something grandiloquent! What
say my fellov auditors and subjects ?

PriLemoN. Even so. Begin therefore at once, brave
Lysander. How would you, in the first place, direct our
tastes or judgments in the indulgence of a book-passion ?
for having discoursed pretty long and largely upon almost
every thing connected with a book—whether as a MS. or a
printed volume—with, or without, engravings—early, or
late, printed —and well, or ill, bound—it behoves our
Monarch, I submit, to begin his oration with some rules or
notices connected with the Bibliomania and Bibliography.

Lysaxper. You are resolved then, it seems, to invest
me with the office which I assumed some five years ago.
Do you expect another personal history of the Bibliomania ?

Armansa. The Ladies claim to be heard. We expect
nothing as a matter of course or right: only this we do
expect . . to be entertained and instructed by whatever the
monarch may choose as the topic for this our LasT Deca-
meronic Day.

Berinpa. It is well observed, my Almansa. And yet. .
that this should be our Jast morning of intellectual enter-
tainment—in the way of Bibliography and Bibliomania ! ?
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Lisarpo. It were idle to indulge lamentation.” Not & -
moment must be lost in the expression of unavailing sorrow.
We .are obedient, and listen with a determination to be
gratified.

LysanpEr. The courser, freed from the obstruction of
his. rein, speeds over ¢ field and mountain and moor’ with
unbounded delight. 'The same joy animates the .monarch
when his subjects give him unlimited and unaccountable
power. - Degr therefore to me shall ever be the theme which
demands our present attention, and claims every energy and
pains-taking exertion on my part. You ask me, in the first
place, my good friends, for rules in regard to the indulgence
of that passion which we acknowledge to rule us with a
pleasing dominion: but the fewer and the shorter. such
rules, the better. After all, the Book-MaNIA must be left
to the regulation of your own good sense.* Love books as

® Book-MANIA left to the r ion of good-sense.] This is begging the
question ; or setting out with taking that for granted which remains to be proved.
Have purchasers in general, have the auditors of such doctrine as that above
advanced, in particular, the ¢ good sense’ here recommended and supposed?
Whether they have or not, I will not pretend to determine ; but I will lay quietly
at the foot of the text a few observations and notices which may be worthy of
perusal__and at any rate may tend to regulate, rather than to distort, a passion
for BOOk-COLLECTING. I shall begin with a very old fashioned, but not wholly
uuknown, authority. It is that of Zneas Sylvius (afterwards Pope Pins II—
and a very book-dragon in his way) in an epistle addressed to Count de
Luppffen, prefixed to an edition of the Rhetorica Nova of Cicero, printed about the
time of Planck ; of which some account appears in the Bibl. Spenceriana ; vol. i.
p- 353. The first part is pleasing, the second pertinent: ¢ Nunc quid ex te velim
paucis accipe Retulit mibi vir mitis et mihi amicissimus ymmo alter ego Michael
de pfullendorf notarius Imperialis te pluribus libris habundare quorum nomina
etiam mihi scripsit Inter illos nonnulli sunt quos visere cupio non quod antea nou
perlegerim sed quod diu illis carui Et sicut amicus post magnam temporis inter-
capedinem auidus est amici videndi sic mihi cupiditas est contubernales illos meos
quibus nimium privatus fui in domum recipere et per aliquod tempus esse cam
eis. hoc potest mihi prestare humanitas tua vt me michael instruxit Est enim
apud te ouidius de tristibus de arte amandi : et amoris remedio Terencius quoqee



TENTH DAY. 189

dearly and as fondly as you please: collect them as ardently
and as incessantly as you may: decorate them with all the
taste of a virtuoso, and with all the costliness which a well-

comicus. et Ieronimus in epistolis Quos tam expeto relegere quam nunc paschalem
adesse diem vt piscibus atque oleribus et oleo semotis vesci carnibus possim, &c.
— Omnes qui libros cumulant aut oblectari illis: et fieri legendo periciores
cupiunt, aut videri amatores sapientie volunt. vt transeuntes per viam digitulis
monstrentar. Hij sunt qui magnas et preciosas habent bibliothecas In quorum
pluteis Aristoteles Plato Cicero Seneca Virgilius Liuius et omnis vetustas delites-
cit priores quidem vt gaudium perfectum habeant opuscula communicant?
cemodant? et incomodatum recipiunt transcribi permittunt. et tanto magis
exultant : quanto vulgaciora sapientum virorum volumina conspicantur. Alii
vero tanquam thesaurum libros recondunt; et corrodi pocius tined et opimis
muribus ferunt quam inapertum dare velint nec tam diligenter vellus aureum
draco custodiebat aut aditum orci cerberus quam isti suos libros quorum duntaxat
marginibus et aureis bullis oblectantur : nunquam quod interius sit legentes: aut
intelligentes,’ &c. Datum in nova ciuitate austrie 50. ydus aprilis, 1444.

Whether the perversion of the book-passion, so strongly pointed out by the
worthy Sylvius, obtained very lustily towards the end of the same century, I will
not take upon me to pronounce; but it may be worth briefly noticing that even
the necromancer Virgilius appears to have disported himself in bibliomaniacal
pastime : for thus speaks the text of ‘Les faicts merueilleux de Virgille: Imprimees
souucllemet a Paris pour Iehan Sainct Denis libraire demourant en la rue neufue
Nostre Dame a Lenscigne Sainct Nycolas,’ (D 4 in fours) 12mo. without date.
¢ Et sur toutes gens il (Virgille) conguoissoit les clercz et leur faisoit grant feste
et leur donnoit de ses richesses pour auoir des liures.” The volume from which
this extract is taken belongs to Mr. Lang. It is very rare, and very curious as
coutaining, at the end, a device precisely after the fashion of the tripartite device
of our friend Wynkyn de Worde.

Let us subjoin the reasoning of a more modern, and not less weighty,authority,
upon the important subject with which this Tentr Day opens. 1t is that of
the illustrious Zacharias Conrad ab Uffenbach : as thus narrated iu the life of
him by Schelhorn: Commentationes De Stud. B. Zach. Conrad ab Uffenbachi,
vol iv. pt. ii. p. crir. ¢ De Bibliomania. Ipse Vir optimus postremis vite
sue annis dialogos de ea satyricos meditabatur, de quo instituto ad me A.
upcexxxi1t. d. 1x. Febr. h®c perscripsit: “ Quo melius constet de rationibus,
quee me impulerunt, ut ex immenso illo, cui memet imprudenter satis commiseram
ac pene immerseram, Oceano evaderem, dialogos nonnullos satyricos in Biblio-
maniam meditatus bactenus szm. Cum enim hac ipsa quodammodo, ingenue
fateor, laborarim, non contemnenda me aliis dare posse consilia reor, si ea, que
propria experientia, optima in omnibus magistra, me docuit, fideliter exponerem.
Moustrabo igitur, si modo Deus vitam viresque concedat, quid bibliothecam
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replenished purse will enable you to bestow upon their
exteriors—but reniember . . .

Lisazpo. I anticipate your antithetical injunction . . you
would have us read them too! ..

ParLemon. Lisardo is yet unconverted . . he has not yet
¢ cast the slough ’ of bibliomaniacal heresy. Read books!
Fie upon such advice !

Lysanpes. Philemon has, at any rate, not laid aside the

comparaturo, antequam tale consilium ineat, probe ac prudenter perpendendum,
et quomodo cavendum sit, ne imprudenter nimis inexhausto librario huic oceann
nos committamus : deinde quid in ipsa collectione, si bono gaudere velit successo,
et agendum, et evitandum sit, ne BrBLIOPHILIA, que sola virum prudentem
decet, in BiBLIOMANIAM vergat, Fideliter itaque exponam non modo media illa
omnis, que feliciter mihi in acquirendis bonis libris cesserunt, sed scopulos etiam
ac syrtes (ubi varim bibliopolarum inprimis fraudes detegentur) indicabo libere,
in quas vel ipsemet impegi, vel quas ego quidem feliciter evasi, per easdem vero
alios naufragium vel jam passos, vel pati facile posse animadverti. Vides,
Schelhorni amicissime, quem arduum opus moliar ; ubi non modo omnia, que ad
rem bibliothecariam in se spectatam, sed etiam qu® ad universam rem librariam
ac historiam literariam faciunt, erunt congerenda. Rogandus igitur es, ut es,
que in adversariis tuis ad hoc institutum pertinentia habes, benevole consedere
velis. Varia equidem de bibliothecis earumque comparatione scripta monitaque
prostant, quorum amplam, utinam nitidiorem ! nobis dedit collectionem Jo.
Andreas Schmidius, quem novissime secutus est Kcelerus meus: nullum tamen
horum scriptorum, si illud, quod Naundeus dedit, cxcipiam, mihi satisfecit.
Plurima sanc consilia, eaque saluberrima, omissa animadverto, necessariasque
cautelas, quas ipsa me docuit experientia, bene multas suggerere me posse spero.
Quod si preestitero, feliciorem me existimabo, quam conatibus illis ipsis, quibus
bibliothecam olim comparari, licet, si amicorum blandientibus judiciis credere fas
est, haud invita Minerva eandem non modo collegissc, sed eadem etiam rem
literariam bonaque eruditorum studia adjuvisse, videri mihi queam. Quamvis
etisam bonum hunc, quem ita, crede mihi, proposui mihi, inem non plane
attigerim, sincera tamen, que mihi semper fuit, voluntas a nemine, confido, erit
culpanda, Tu sane, Vir amicissime, de eadem, si quis alins, eris persuasissimus.”
Vtinam vero isthoc consilium exequi Viro consummatissimo per uegotia et fats
licuisset ! Tunc enim sane post hunc Homerum nemine facile hujus argumenti
ilias scribenda fuisset.’

Above all things, if the testimony of the gallant Earl of Surrey be to be
credited, the bibliomaniac must not exchange his study for the hymenéal
chamber. Thus writeth that poetic nobleman, in his Songes and Somnets, printed
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sarcasm which I had conceived to have rather indicated that
state of heresy which he deprecates as belonging to his
friend. . . Why no¢ read books—thus zealously and thus
gallantly accumulated ? ! Read them ¢ by day and by night,’
if you please : but my advice goes to this point : collect them
with judgment, with regard to the tastes of others as well as
of your own. Death, accident, business, or bustle, may
deprive you on a sudden of the advantages of the treasures

by Windet, 1585, 8vo. fol. 63, rev. (numbered fol. 64). I quote from Prior’s
own beautiful copy of this rare bouk, in the collection of Sir M. M. Sykes, Bart.

Of a new maried Student that played fast or lose.
A Student at his booke so placed,
That welth he might haue wone,
From boke to wife did fleete in hast
From welth to wo to runne.
Now, who hath played a feter cast,
Since ingling first begonne,
In knitting of himselfe so fast,
Himselfe he hath vndone.

I trust and believe, however, that the matrimonial contract is by no means
necessarily productive of such melancholy results. At any rate let no studious
scholar, or book-loving Benedick, ever indulge in the saucy repriinand recorded
in that saucy work ycleped Holborn Drollery; 1673, 12mo. The following,
from the same, is piquant but most graceless:

Epig. 50.
¢ A Scholler newly entred marriage life,
Following his studie, did offend his wife,
Because when she his companie expected,
By bookish businesse she was still neglected,
Coming vnto his studdie, (Lord quoth she)
Can papers make you love them more than me?
I would I were transform’d into a booke,
That your affection might vpon me looke,
But in my wish, with all be- it decreed,
I would be such a booke you loue to reade,
Husband (quoth she) which bookes forme should I take?
Marie (quoth he) t'were best an Almanake.
The reason wherefore I doe wish thee so,
1s, euerie yeare we haue a newe you know.’ Sig. E2.
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thus systematically collected ; but you have friends, rels-
tives, or visitors. . . and think how the languor of a dull
day, or the ennui of a winter’s night, may be relieved, and
converted into profit, by the possession of such treasures as
I recommend. Think too how the principles of morality
and religion, which such beauteous tomes possess, may sink
deep into the soul, and bring forth fruits of perpetual nou-
rishment.

What a day was that for Europe when MAHOMET THE
SecoND captured Constantinople !* .. You appear to start

® when ManoueT THE SECOND captured Constantinople.] Ay, and sacked it
too—without scruple, and without remorse! Think not, kind-hearted reader,
and lover of domestic comforts and peaceful occupations, that I am about to
bring that ferocious Turk, Manouzr IL into a Bibliographical Decameron for
the purpose of commanding thy admiration, or of wishing thee to bend the knee,
or¢ doff the bonnet,’ to such a whiskered and turbanned Sultan—the first who re-
ceived the emphatic appellation of Il Grand Signor!! Very much otherwise.
Why he is here introduced to thy acquaintance, ariseth from the two following
considerations : First and foremost, he was the means (providence ¢ from
present ill deducing distant good)’ of the expulsion of the learned Greeks (among
whom the names of Cravrconpyras and Lascaris are probably the most
conspicuous for literary eminence) from the city which he so remorselessly sacked,
to dissefinate their admirable acquirements throughout Italy. ¢ The encourage-
ment (says Mr. Roscoe) which had been shewn to the Greek Professors at
Florence, und the character of Cosmo de Medici as a promoter of letters, induced
mauy learned Greeks to seck a shelter in that city, where they met with a
welcome and honourable reception.’ Lor. de Medici, vol. i. p. 60. This is
observed in reference to the capture of Constauntinople, No doubt our Mahomet
was any thing but a preserver of libraries. Gibbon bespeaks the reader’s lamen«
tation in deploring ¢ the loss of the ByzaNTiNE Lismarizs, which were
destroyed or scattered in the general confusion [of the capture and sacking of
the city]: ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND MANUSCRIPTS are said to
have disappeared ; ten volumes might be purchased for a single ducat ;* and the

® The above recital, though recording an event upon a mmch larger and
terrific scale, reminds us of what has been said of the capture of Buda, and of the
desolation of the library of Mathias Corvinus, in the subsegucut century, by
Soliman IL: see vol. ii. p. 461, &c. I frankly own that scepticsm is a virtue in
the reception of supposed facts counected with the extent of ancient libraries. I
can readily believe, in the sacking of a city, that money would be preferred to
any species of plunder——and that, therefore, ¢ ten volames might be purchased
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with surprise, mingled with a degree of horror, and may
imagine that I am disposed to attach a virtuous importance
to captures of towns of all descriptions. . even to that of

same ignominious price, too high perhaps for a shelf of theology, included the
whole works of Aristotle and Homer, the noblest productions of the science and
literature of ancient Greece.” But mark what follows: ¢ We may reflect with
Pleasure that an inestimable portion of our classic treasures was safely deposited
in Italy ; and that the mechanics of a German town had invented an art which
derides the havoc of time and barbarity.”* Decline and Fall, &c. vol. xii. p. 238.
Does Gibbon mean to say that any of the ¢ classic treasures’ mentioned as
having been contained in the Constantinople libraries were ¢ deposited in Italy,
as the consequence of the capture of the city? At any rate, we may safely con-
clude that few characters (so wholly against their inclination and disposition)
bave been more instrumental to the success cf literature, and therefore of the
bibliomania, (for I will not suffer the latter to be detached from the former) than
the fierce sovereign whose physiognomy the reader is about to contemplate.
The foregoing forms my first reason for introducing the captor of Constantinople
(in the year of our Lord 1453) in the present place. The second reason is, that
as works of art, the mepaLs which were struck in honour of the victorious
Mahoret II. are in general exceedingly fine. Mr. Douce possesscs several in
perfect preservation : having reverses of the Emperor, upon horseback, in short
stirrups—characteristic of the custom of his country. But, if I remember riglitly,
e same learned antiquary possesses no specimen of a size quite so large as the
following : which was taken from an original in the possession of the late Mr.
James Edwards, and which, I submit, is here presented tv the reader with all
the fidelity and effect of which an engraving is susceptible. Let the same reader,
upon looking at it, also bear in remembrauce that he is viewing the physiognoiny

for a single ducat;’ but to suppose that the entire number of MSS. in the
collected libraries of Constantinople, could have amounted to 120,000, is rather
too overstrained and violent a statement. 1 should even pause the better part
of a minate if the 100,000 werc deducted from that number. Gibbon sarcasti-
cally imagines that the ¢ ignominious price’ of ¢ a single ‘ducat,’ might be ¢ to6
higg’ for ¢ a shelf of theology :> but what if such ¢ shelf” contained a capital-
letter text of the Greek Gospels—not yet examined? (see our ramblings there-
upon in vol. i. p. xxv, lxv, &c.j No matter: he would have expressed himself
justin the same style.

® What would the reader understand by the above rounded period, and
pompous piece of periphrasis? Nothing more than the discovery of the art of
printing with metal types by Gutenberg, Fust, and Schoitfler, at Strasbourg and
Mentz, about the year 1455 : a subject formiug almost the exclusive topic ot the
Fourtn Day of this Decameron., No wonder that the simple and perspicuous
mind of Mr. Fox was frequently puzzled in the comprehension of what Mr.
Gibbon meant in some of these ¢ rounded periods, and porpous pieces of
paraphrasis !> Consult a piquant remark herenpon in the Pursuits of Literature,
P. 312, 4to. edit.

VOL. III. o
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Ismael by Suwarror !—Forbid it heaven! Why that
ferocious Turk, Mahomet II., is conjured up just now to my
imagination, is, that by the capture of Constantinople, about
the middle of the Fifteenth Century, a host of learned
Greeks was driven far and wide upon the face of Europe—
but chiefly in Italy—to scatter with a liberal hand the seeds
of BisLioMANIACISM . . in other words, to awaken a love of

of a Sultan, who, ¢ as a trial of his strength, shattered with his iron mace or
battle-ax the under jaw of one of the three serpents upon a twisted column,
which, in the eye of the Turks, were the idols or talismans of the city.” Gibbon.
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literature—and to cherish and cultivate, in the enlightened
heart, those principles of intellectual refinement which
their knowledge of classical antiquity had enabled them

Yet a word with Gibban, before we take leave of Mahomet IT. the murderer
alike of manuscripts and scribes. The life and actions of Mahomet were a theme
in which that eloquent and erudite historian delighted to indulge ; and the
description of the capture of Constantinople was also a subject peculiarly suited
to his pictaresque powers : for, of all historians, Gibbon is the most picturesque.
Yet his prejudices appear in every page, and almost tarnish every description—
for he delighted in ¢ a fling’ against Christianity. Whether Julian, or Mahomet I.
or Mahomet IL, it was of uo consequence to him : as these were equally ¢ good
haters’ and opponents of the Christians. Their actions are accordingly repre-
sented in such a highly-coloured style of narrative, and sentences are so often
constructed for the sake of harmony and effect, that implicit credence is by no
mears to be always attached to the facts which they are supposed to contain.
In his sccount of the capture of Constantinople, by Mahomet the Second, (who
is rightly said by Mr. Roscoe to have been ¢ the scourge of Christendom for
nearly half a centory,’ Lor. de Med. vol. ii. p. 10, 8vo. edit.) nothing can be
more interesting and impassioned, but more artful and vague, than the manner
in which thet ‘ account’ is conducted. He begins by accusing the Pope and
Italian States of a want of union and energy in opposing the career of Mahomet ;
forgetting, that, notwithstanding the idle declamation of a contemporaneous
writer, that the Sultan’s forces did not exceed 60,000 men, (as if such a force
were 10 be effectually opposed in a few days or weeks!) every effort was made,
st Rome, to secure the doubtful, to rouse the torpid, and to arm the brave.
Exbortations were made, councils were held, and decrees issued —the usual
proceedings in the capital of an empire; (for it is not from thence that armies rush
to7the frontier) and it is rather a singular fact, and appositely introduced in
the pages of 8 work of this kind, that there has been recently discovered oz of
these ¢ exhortations,” PRINTED, with the date of 1452! This anecdote has been

. imparted (as I understand) by Mr. Price, a zealous typographical antiquary ;
and Aretin, I believe, is the author of the discovery. Surely this is evidence
sufficient of the tone of feeling and of politics which marked the metropolis of
Christendom, in regard to the projected invasion of Mahomet IL.

In his account of the siege, or rather sacking, of Constantinople, (one of the
most highly-wrought portions of his work) Gibbon balances the forbearance with
the fury of the assailants so artfully, that it is extremely difficult to kuow on
which side his judgment inclines. Thus, at page 236, (vol. xii. 8vo. edition) he
observes, ¢ amidst the vague exclamations of bigotry and hatred, the Turks are
not accused of a wanton or immoderate effusion of Christian blood.” But he has
before told us that their leader could ¢ stab with his own hand’ the son of
Phranza, * first chamberlain and principal secretary,’ for endeavouring to rescue
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5o effectually to display. Hence, in a great degree, the glory
which blazes around the memories of THE MEDICI! .. and
in the subsequent century, when that unworthy represents-

his sister, a virgin of fifteen, from the brutal lust of the’ conqueror ; and thoogh
the historian of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire does vouchsafe to
designate this as ¢ an inhuman deed,’ yet he seems inclined, a little onward, to
describe our Mahomet as a very merciful gentleman towards the wife of the
great Duke Lucas Notaras, ¢ a venerable princess oppressed with sickness and
grief,’ adding that ¢ his consolation for her misfortunes was in the most tender
strain of humanity and filial reverence’ Yet mark further. ¢ A similar
clemency was extended to the principal officers of state, of whom several were
ransomed at his expeuse; and during some days he [Mahomet II.] declared
himself the friend and father of the vanquished people.’ Now, gentle reader,
tremble, and weep for human nature—or for the aforesaid historian of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire—as thou dost read the very next fullowing
peragraph. ¢ But the scene was 500N cHANGED ; and before his departure, the
hippodrome streamed with THE BLOOD of his NoBLEST caPTIVEs’ Oh

nimous Mahomet!. . well may thy cruelty be ¢ execrated by the Christians!’
The unfeeling and illogical periods which ensue, in the work here referred to,
are 100 revolting for a genorous mind and an honest heart to be introduced
the present place : und I do almost repent me of having ¢ introduced’ such an
¢ irou-mace or battle ax’ wielder and ¢ murderer alike of manuscripts -and
scribes,’® to the reader’s acquaintance. Where, if his turban were off, would the
very amiable Dr. Spurzheim seck for ¢ the organ of destruction,’ of things

® It may possibly be worth noticing, that a thin quarto tract was published
at Strasbourg in 1578, under the care of Nicolas Wyriot ; entitled ¢ Bibliotheca
siue Antiquitates Vrbis Constantinopolitane.’ From the preliminary Epignm’
of Calamin it appears that the barbarities of the Turks, in their treat-
ment of the literature deposited at Constantinople, had not then been forgotten.
The volume, however, is curions in many respects. The second article, below-
recorded, will equally startle and grieve the classical student: the first will
delight the theological devotee. The whole volume is reprinted in Juvigny’s
edition of Les Bibliothéques Frangoises of La Croix du Maine et Du Verdier: =~ -
En operum nudam tibi lector amice tabellam
Autorum titulos que tibi mille refert :
Quos Constantini tenet vrbs: vbi nunc sedet orbis
Terror, et inuisi dira proj Scythe
Nil ibi sunt artes: pietas nibil : omnia sunt Mar :
Omuia barbaries, Tartareusque furor :
Ora Christigenis Deus illam reddat vt oram :
Scriptores genti restitutaque suz.
Magnus id Hartungus graie facundia lingusm,
Quo legis heec operum nomina dante, rogat.
Multa scit, et vidit: te discere plura sed optat:

Quz passim inuidia seculs nostra tegunt.
M. Georg. Calaminj.
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tive of St. Peter, Prus V. filled the pontifical chair, and
ordered a catalogue to be composed of the contents of all-
the private and public libraries then extant.® — !..

inanimate as well as animate? The principles of Lavater have now become
nearly obsolete ; but I should say that the eye and mouth carry a vast expres-
sion of the owner of them being bungry and thirsty after rapine and slaughter.:
¢Yet is not this arguing from effect to cause?’ It may be so. ¢ Nay, it is’
rejoins the anti-Lavaterian !

® P1vs V.—ordered a catalogue to be composed of the contents of all the public
and private libraries then estant.] For this very singular and interesting piece of
intelligence I am indebted to the correspondence between Count D'Elci (the
most learned bibliographer upon the continent)and Earl Spencer. His Lordship
was 30 good as to make me quickly acquainted with this very curious fact : aud
with his permission I not only made a transcript of the passage relating to it,
from the Count’s letter, but such transcript, with the same permission, is here
conveyed to the press with a view of gratifying the public: the author of the
intelligence not being supposed to have the least substantial objection thereto,
Count D’Elci’s letter is dated Vienna, Oct. 9, 1815 . . . Dans ces derniers jours
j'ay appris, par un individu, qui a cu entre ses mains I'archive de la Bibliothéque
Vaticane de Rome, homme trés instruit, et qui a beaucoup travaillé dans le dit
archive, j’ai appris, My Lord, unc chose vraiement étrange, et qui pourrit faire
tourner la téte  tous les Bibliograpbes du monde. Il m’a dit, qu'il a eu, entre
‘ses mains, le Catalogue, daus lequel le Pape Pius V. fit euregistrer tous les
livres existants alors dans les Bibliothéques publiques et privées, et méme dans

The first division relates to local antiquities.
Num. 2.
Ex Catalogo Librorum hinc inde extantium & Grammatico erhibito, continenti
libros 174.
1. Liber Sancti et iusti Lazari, qui quatuor diebus sepultus fuit apud inferos, et
modum excitauit illum Christus, explicantur libri quatuor, quos uidentes
postoli, tres eorum absconderunt, unusque inventus est, estque primus in
urbe Roma, ut audiui ex Cardinale S. Crucis.
2. Menendri Comadie integre 24, explicate & Michaele Psello (marginal note ;
¢ Extant quzzdam sed non omnes’) &c. &c. &c.
Vum. 2.
2. Catalogus Librorum R. Domini Patriarche Constantinopolitani, continens
libros 55.
8. =————— Librorum Rev. Dom. Constantini Barini, continens libros 45.
4 Librorum Illus, Prin. Dom. Antonij Cautacuseni, continens libros

44.
5. e=m———— Librorum Illus. Dom. Michaelis Cantacuseni, continens libros 57.

6. Librorum Illus. Prin. Dom. Jacobi Marmoreta: [libros 22.]
7. Librorum Illus. Prin. Dom. Joannis Suzi [libros 23.]
8. Librorum Illus. Prin. Dom. Manuelis Engenici [libros 34 ]

A copy of the original edition was bought at the Roxburghe sale for 21, 12s,
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Lisarpo. Say youso? Where can we get a peep at this
precious catalogue ?

Lysanpee. I should have rather said that a tradition is
extant that such catalogue was actually composed, but its
present situation, or even existence, is involved in mystery
and doubt. However, Italy must assuredly be considered
as the first European theatre upon which the ¢ Rise and
Progress of the Bibliomania® was so successfully exhibited.
Indeed, how could it be otherwise ? The presses of Rome,
Venice, and Milan — to mention no others — must have
supplied the libraries of that country with an inexhaustible
stock of volumes, not less interesting from their contents
than from the beauty of their typographical execution.
Hence the P1NELLIs of old,* among the collectors; and the

Jes maisons, et dans les mains des Individus particuliers. Aprés une visitation
trés exacte et rigoureuse, ceux qui en étoient chargés ont donné l'indice de tous
les livres qu'ils avoient trouvés. On en forma un Catalogue de plusieurs volumes,
et c'est celui dont cet homme parle. Dans ce catalogue tous les Exemplaires,
méme du méme livre, sont notés, aussi bien que 1'endroit ol chaque exemplaire
se trouvoit au temps du Pius V. On y voit indiquée quantité d’Editions pré-
cicuses du xvme Siecle, dont, & présent, on ignore tout a fait I'existence. Par
exemple, m'a-t-il dit, que I'on y trouve 9 éditions de plusieurs ouvrages de
Ciceron imprimés avant l'année 1470, mais parmi celles-la il 0’y en a aucune de
celle que nous connoissions, lesquelles pourtant y sout notées aussi. On ne peut
supposer que cc soit une faute des copistes, parce-que le méme livre de la méme
édition précisement se trouve toujours indiqué plusieurs fois comme existant en
différentes maisons, en des différentes villes, et chez différentes Propriétaires.
Le nom de Imprimeur n'y est jamais noté, mais celui de la ville, et la date, de
I'année ol il est imprimé. Ce Catalogue a été & Paris, mais, comme & cet heure
il est retourné d sa place & Rome, il restera invisible, comme auparavant. Je
voudrois bicn pouvoir vérifier tout cela.”’ It must be remembered that Pope
Pius V. was eclected to the papal chair in 1566, and died in 1572.

® the PinELL1s of old.] I presume Lysander to allude more particularly to
the library of the BisLioMaN1acaL Fatuer of the Pinellis, VincEnTIUS & the
history of whose literary career, and the fate of whose fine library, is most
interestingly told by Morhof in his Polyhistor Literarius, vol. i. p. 322377,
edit. 1747. The * Repertorium Bibliographicum,’ about to be published by
Mr. Clarke, will contain a small wood-cut of his portrait as well as some
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Magliabechis, Apostolo Zenos, Bandinis, and Morellis of
later periods, as bibliographers.

Loeenzo. Suffer me to ask, whether you would confine
your selection of Italian Book-Collectors to the Pinellis #

Lysanpgr. By no means. The name of Pinelli, or rather
that of VincENTIUs PINELLI, was selected, because his
library had formerly been of immense extent, and was gene-
rally celebrated throughout Europe. For the same reason
I select MaGLIABECHI *—not because he was the most

account of his book-treasures. But Italy, in the sixteenth and seventeenth
ocenturies, abounded with glorious libraries. What Angelus Roccha has alone
observed of them (see vol. ii. p. 492) shews the magnificence of such collections.
® select MacvLiapecu1.] Is this frightful, but most erudite Bibliographer,
again to be thrust forward upon the reader’s notice, after the account of Lim in
the Bibliomania, p. 115, and the exhibition therein of his profile, to boot? Even
o: and it is precisely from the interest excited (as I learn) by that self-same
¢ exhibition,” to have more of a full-face of this redoubted Bibliomaniac, that I
have been prevailed upon (especially, too, from a consideration that some one
female reader may possibly be interested in the view of it) to do ampler justice
to the broad face, butter-teeth, and shaggy eye-brows of Signor AnTONIO
Maoriarrcur.  Yonder you have him, anxious reader, to the left, in the
OPPOSITE PLATE, above a very fine portrait of Apostolo Zeno—of whom, in
our next note. But our ¢ Antonio’ must not be so ungraciously dismissed.
Know then, that the representation or portrait of him, here given, is taken, on
a reduced scale, and cxecuted with infinitely better skill, from a large, coarse,
sprawling print of the same book-hero, prefixed to the account of him in the
xxx1rurd volume of the Giornale de Letterati d'Italia, 12mo, 1721. That
account also furnishes us with some cumical or curious details of the said
Antonio Magliabechi, not noticed (if I remember rightly) by the work relating
to him quoted in the,Bibliomania. Among these ¢ details’ take the following ;
farnished by a fair translator of the ¢ Elogio del Sig. ANToNIO MAGLIABRCE],
Bibliotecario dell’ A. S. di Cosido III. Gran-Duca di Toscana, tratto dalla
Vita, che pil distcsamente ne ha scritta il Sig. ANTONFRANCESCO Marnyi,
Cavaliere di Santo Stefano : p. 1—76.
¢ Antonio Magliabechi, the son of Marco Antonio Magliabechi and Ginevra
his wife, was born October 28th, 1633. His father died when he was seven
years old, in consequence of which he remained under the guardianship of his
mother, who had him instructed in the first rudiments of Latin by Giovanni
. Fabbri, a Florentine priest, from whom he went to study drewing under Matteo
Rossilli, a Florentine painter. At the age of sixteen his mother placed him with
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learned of all bibliographers, but because the immensé
book-treasures collected at Florence by the Grand Duke of
Tuscany, to whom he was librarian, afforded him opportu-

a jeweller, but this situation not according with the decided taste he manifested
for study, (which was pursued to the great neglect of his employer's business)at
the persuasion of Andrea Tosti, of Bibbiena, afterwards curate of St. Ippolito
of Castelfiorino, he was strongly advised to study Latin, and afterwards the
sciences. His mother dying in 1673, he resigned himself to the natural bent of
his inclinations; and having placed himself under the direction of Michele
Ermini, librarian to the Cardinal Leopoldo de Medici, he so vigorously applied
himself to learning, that his studies often encroached upon the hours of repose.
It was at this time also that he studied Hebrew. He acquired the esteem of all
the principal men of Florence; and the name of MaGLiaBECHI soon became
celebrated among all the learned of the age: he being consulted by them upon
all oceasions, and his opinion received as the best authority. So wonderful was
his memory, and so much had he read, that be acquired the name of ¢ DivoRa-
ToRE DE’ LiBR1,” and “ BinLioTrECA ANIMATA.”

He became librurian to the Grand Duke of Tuscany and Leopoldo de Medici,
afterwards Cardinal : with the latter of whom he kept up, for some time, s
literary correspoudence. By the former be was allowed free access to his
library, with permission to copy any of the manuscripts; several of which
he caused to be printed. In this occupation he was however somewhat impeded
by the malice and envy of his enemies, which caused him so much vexation, that
he had resolved upon abandoning his country, and with it the post of librarian
to the above mentioned princes, but was dissuaded from it by his friend Marmi.
He was visited by an infinite number of princes, and great men, many of whom
came purposely to Florence, that they might be personally acquainted with so
cclebrated a man. Yet so great was his modesty, that when the Queen of
Prussia requested his portrait, he refused.® A rough sketch was however made
of him by Pier Dandini He was accused by his encries of vanity and ill-nature;
of the former, on nccount of his miserable and abject appearance, though it
scems to have pruceeded mcrely from abstraction of mind caused by intense
study. If guilty of the latter, it was only exercised against those who deserved

* Is there any truth in the story that he would not send his portrait to her
Majesty, from a conviction of its hideousness? I do not believe this. No man,
however frightful or ordinary, considers himself to be ugly. The facility of a
physical recouciliation with ourselves is too well known to bc made the subject of
& ¢ concio’in a sub-nute: which indecd is no place for sermonising.—Happy
were the lot of monials if such ¢ recouciliation * were purely physical! To revert
‘to Magliabedhi, tor one further second culy. It has been said that it came to
Lis cars, thut, if’ his portrait were sent to the Queen, the effect might be
perilous.  Again, I say, < I do not believe this’ It is dowuright ¢ scandalum

magnatum.’



TENTH DAY. 201

nities of confirming and increasing his passion, of extending
his bibliographical knowledge, and of making him celebrated
throughout Europe as the most wonderful of all living

it, or was occasioned by a certain frank method of speaking, peculiar to himself.
On the contrary, many instances are recorded of good offices performed by
Magliabechi for those. who needed it, particularly towards men of leamning. To
these he was always ready to render every assistance, giving them advice, and
even lending them the choicest of his own books and manuscripts. He constantly
refased the repeated, and splendid offers, made by the greatest princes of the
time, to quit Florence, and take the charge of their libraries ; but neither ambi-
tion, honour, nor avarice, could induce him to leave his solitude or his studies.
Not above three or four instances are recorded of Lis having been out of Florence,
and that only for a short distance ; one of which excursions was taken to visit &
manuscript. [Oh brave!] It was not till a late period of his life, and after
repeated attacks of indisposition, that he was prevailed upon to have a servant ;
and then, only during the day, in order not to be interrupted in his studies at
night, which continued, till, overcome by sleep, he rested in his chair, without
taking off his clothes.

In the depth of winter alone did he indulge in a bed, and then the cloak that
served him by day was his covering by night ; keeping a pan of fire in the
middle of it to warm himself, with his lamp not far off. One night his bed
caught fire, and being obliged to call for assistance, some of his books were
stolen ; for his bed room, as well as every other corner of his house, was filled
with them. At another tire, some thieves, thinking he had money concealed,
and finding no treasure, stole some books, and departed with menacing looks.
Being informed of the circumstance by his servant, Magliabechi is said to have
run out of the housc, fearing something worse might happen. Having been
persuaded by Prince Ferdinand to remove into a more convenient apartment,
a room was prepared for him in the Palasto Vechio, to which place by his permis-
sion, they began to remove his books. Much confusion having arisen in trans-
porting such a variety of things, after about 6000 volumes had been conveyed to
the palace, some accident befalling a favourite picce of furniture, he took it so
much to heart, as to refuse having the remainder removed ; and after residing
about four months in this new habitation, he returned to his old house, notwith-
standing the advice and eutreatics of his fricnds to the contrary. This temporary
misfortane did not however hinder him afterwards from receiving those who
visited him, with his usual kindness and good-nature. He was punctual in
returning the visits and letters of foreigners; which he did in the morning, as
be seldom went out after dinner, which perhaps contributed to the preservation
of his bealth. The only thing in the shape of medicine which he took, was
treacle ;: he never partook of water-ices, but was fond of good wine, which
however he used with great modcration.

Having arrived at a great age, in January 1714, it being a cold day, contrary
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Bibliomaniacs. You must remember, however, the biting
sarcasm uttered against him; namely, that he was ‘a
learned man among Booksellers, but a Bookseller among

to the advice of his friends, be would go out; but feeling faint, and his legs
being weak, he returned home. Not finding himself better, at the request of the
Prior and Fathers of Sta Maria Novella he removed to their infirmary,® from
which place he never returned ; but growing worse, he was prevailed upon to
make his will by his friend Marmi. Having taken both the sacrameats, in the
perfect possession of his senses, he expired the 4th of July, 1714. He was
buried witb his mother in the church of Sta. Maria Novella, in a coffin of
cypress, upon which was engraved an inscription by the Sig. Marmi. He was
much regretted by the Grand Duke and all the city of Florence; and the
Jearned of all countries lamented his death. In his person Magliabechi was
not much indebted to nature ; he was very short, and his head was so bent oo
one side, as almost to give him the appearance of being deformed. Nor was his
mode of dress calculated to improve his looks, for it was misersble in the
extreme. He was immoderate in the use of tobacco. In winter, to defend
bimself from the cold, he was accustomed, as well in the house as out of it, to
carry about an earthen vase of fire, which frequently burnt his clothes, some-
times in one place, sometimes in another, and in a fit of abstraction, he would
often scorch his hands” Here we close our amusing account : recommending
all the book-ardour of Magliabechi; but, instead of his dress and habits, clean
linen, frequent washing, a common-sense regime, and a Rumford stove in pre-
ference to a portable ¢ earthen vase of fire.’

® This was not the first time of his visiting that place on a similar occasion :
for his own house was too uncomfortable to afford proper assistance; on which
account bis friends were more than once obliged to remove him by force—to
where he might be better attended to. Giornale.

t The reader, in an unostentatious sub-note, may possibly not object to be
made acquainted with the civility shewn to Lampecius by our Magliabechi,
when the former came to visit Florence, and the Medicéan Library in particular.
Who, henceforward, shall say that Signor Antonio Magliabechi was not both a
very civil and well-bred gentleman? Listen to Lambecius’s own account of the
matter ; which is given in his usual gossipping style. ¢ Hinc porro intra biduum,
nempe die 29 Augusti perveni Florentiam, Hetruriez metropolim, quam V. Cl.
Philippus Cluverius, si una excipiatur Antverpia, totius Europa pulcherrimam
predicat. Ego vero ne Antverpiam quidem excipiendam existimo ; siquidem vel
solus interfluens amnis majorem urbi amenitatem, quam preterfluens conciliat.
Caterum pulchritudini urbis egregie respondet incolarum humanitas vits, candor
animi, solertia ingenii, elegantia sermonis, amor literarum, alieeque’ insignes vir-
tutes,que raro conjunctim uno in populo inveniuntur. Primi,quibuscum amicitiam
ibi contraxi, fuerunt Nobilisstmi Doctissimique Viri Dnn. Carolus Datus, et
AxtoniNUs MAGLIABRCUS, Quorum benignitate postridie, quam adveneram, ad
Palatium honorifice deductus, Serenissimo Principi Leopoldo literas reddidi com-
:tlsndntitlz:u. quas ab Eminentissimo Card. Francisco Barberino mecum attuleram,’

. i. col. 32,
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learned men.” Nevertheless, the courteous correspondence
of Gronovius and Grevius, to mention that of no other
great literary characters with whom he kept up an epistolary
intercourse, is sufficient to rescue him from the ‘severity

of that contempt which such a sarcasm might otherwise
provoke.

These Italian Bibliographers are, I admit, great favou-
rites of mine; and among those of a later date, ArosToLo
Zevo in particular.* He is chiefly known by his learned

® ArosToL0 ZENO in particular.] Apostolo Zeno isindeed the favourite among
Italian bibliographers. Mr. Ochéda, Earl Spencer's librarian, speaks of him
with no ordinary emotions of respect. His chief work, as best known to us, (and
of which the last edition at Parma, 1803, 4to. 2 vol. is, I learn, rather preferable
to the preceding of 1753) is the Biblioteca dell’ Eloquenta Italiana of FonTan1NI,
enriched and even overflowing with his accurate and instructive notes: consult
for one m t the Bibliomania, p. 80. A copious Life of Zeno has recently
appeared by Francesco Negri, in 1816, 8vo. to which is prefixed a portrait of our
bibliographical hero —from which portrait a copy has been taken and presented
to the reader in the plate facing p. 199: below the head of Magliabechi, Itis
full of character. From Negri we learn the following interesting particalars.

¢ ArostoLo Zexo was born the 11th of December, 1668, in the parish of the
Trinity at Venice. At the age of 2 years he was left, by his father’s death, to
the care of his mother ; who afterwards married Pier Antonio Cornaro, at whose
house the young Apnstolo, then only 5 years old, began to shew those signs of
an innate passion for study, which raised him to so high a pitch of honour.

« Perlustravi itaque die 2 Septembris eximium illur et nunquam satis laudan-
dum REI LITERARIZ THESAURUM ductu supra memoratorum humanissimorum
Virorum Dnn. Dati et Magliabeci, et ex animo indolui, quod ante tredecim
annos in primo Italico itinere fortunm maliguitas impedivisset, quo minus con-
templatione splendidissime Urbis, ct voluptate pervolvende tam rnsioNis
BisLiorneck fruerer. Cum itaque jucundissimo illo omnigen® eruditionis
ferculo, quantum per angustias temporis ea vice licebat, oculos atque animum
avidissime pavissem, contuli me deinceps ad cetera, que intra et extra Urbem
spectatu digna sunt, perlustranda, eaque ratione iutegros quatuor subsequentes
consumpsi dies, maximam percipieus delectationem, non tantum ex magnificen-
tissimorum dificiorum et rerum pretiosissimarum intuitu, verum etiam ex
familiari consuetudine cum doctissimis Viris Dnn. Andrea Cavalcante, Francisco
Maria Ceffino, Ferrante Cappono, Augustino Cottellino, Joanne Alfonso Borello
et Michaéle Ermino, quorum benevolentiam Dun. Carolus Datus et Antonius
Magliabecus mihi conciliaverant.’ vol. i. col. 33. Aud further, examine at leisure
the four crown octavo tomes of Epistles to Magliabechi, by some of the most
famous Italian and German scholars, published in 1745.
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and accurate notes upon the Elogquenza Italiana of Fox-
TANINT ; a specimen of editorship so complete and satisfac-
tory, that one almost forgets the original, and wishes that

He was accompanied by his youngest brother to the Collegio de’ Cherici Regolari
Somaschi di Castello, when he soon distinguished himself by the quickness of his
learning, his faithful memory, and the correctness of his judgment. At 14 he
began to shine among his equals in the art of composing verses ; he made him-
self known in the quality of orator, when he composed and recited a panegyric
in honour of the father Marsenio when he visited the college di Castello, in which
he succeeded to admiration. At 17 he tried his skill in a little poem on the
burning of some houses at Venice, to which he added three odes on an old
female servant. Two heroic poems soon after saw -the light, called ¢ La Con-
quista di Navarino,” and ¢ La Resa di Modone,’ which, notwithstanding the
coldness of the style, exhibited rays of no common genius.

¢ Insensibly enticed from the style and purity of the great Latin masters, he
sought that of the Italian; till convinced that the proper mode of composing,
was in the style they adopled, he resolved to forget what ke had learned, and to
model his style after their’s; in which undertaking he toiled incessantly for
six good years ; and what he loved to record as the most remarkable event in his
life, was, that he was neither stimulated to, nor eulightened by, this his conver-
sion. At the beautitul town of Vigliano he had the following curious dream.
The night preceding the day on which he intended visiting the castle of
Conegliano, he dreamt that he was in Conegliano, and entering a pork-shop, and
seeing therein some bocks, he took one up eutitled ¢ Lettere di Papi, Principi,
ed uomini illustri, al Cardinal Bembo,' In the morning, scarcely awake, he flew
to Conegliano, and enquired for the booksellers; was informed there were none,
but that a pork-butcher kept, among meat and fat, a few Books to sell. He
went there, and in a corner of the shop, spied out a small heap of damaged
books, among which he discovered the ¢ Lettcre, §c. that had been the subject
of his dream. [Let us only add three marks—not merely of admiration, bat of
astonishment—thus!!!] His collection of books appeared daily to encrease, but
he did not so much attend to their particular worth, as to improve himself in
general erudition. He was very intimate with Fontaning, and it is said bore
the expense of a book published by him, In the year 1702, he was strongly re-
commended by the Cardinal Noris to fill the vacant office of Keeper of the public
Library of San Marco, but when Zeno hud nost reason to expect his application
would be successful, another was promoted to the situation. This disappointment
did not discourage him, as he continued quietly to prosecute his studies. About
the year 1717, he was made Poet Laureat at the court of Vienna, at the public
fairs of which city he made great acquisitions to his library ; also at the auctions
at the Hague and at Munster, where the library of the famous MaLLINKROT
was sold. He received curious editions of all sorts from Vander Aa of Amsterdam
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the annotator had commenced his task by laying aside his
text, and by giving us a work entirely composed of his own
choice and varied materials.

Lorenzo. You seem to have forgotten the three M's—
the great favourites of Philemon—who lived about the
period of Magliabechi, and therefore preceded Apostolo

Zeno?
Lysanper. By no means. You allude to MasiLLoN,

MonNT1FAaUCcoN, and Murartori: but they do not exactly
come under the class of writers of whom we are just now
discoursing. They were rather original authors, or histo-
rical antiquaries: although I admit that Montfaucon, in his
Paleographia Greca, and Bibliotheca Coisliniana, has
presented us with unrivalled models of Bibliography in its
most exalted character.

Of Banpint, I would wish to speak with every degree of
deference and respect.* He had all the ardour, without the

[see p. 112, ante] with whom ke lived upon terms of great friendship. He was
offered by the Emperor Charles V1. the post of Imperial Librarian, in addition
to that he already held of Poet and Historian, but he declined it without offending
bis benefactor. He subsequently refused that of Imperial Antiquary.

“ He died the 11 November, 1750, while his servants thought him asleep, aged
82, wanting a month. In his private life he had no singularities. His dress
was plain but clean, and after his return from court his ordinary habit was of
black velvet or cloth. He could not bear long or idle visits. Three or four hours
served him for sleep in the night, and he never slept after diuner. He wrote
most after supper, generally stadying till day; but never rose from bed before
sun rise.  His books he bequeatlied to the Dominican fathers.

® Of Baxpin1—speak with every degree of deference and respect.] Let us first
bear with what respectful attention his name and accomplishments have been
noticed by the biugrapher of Lorenzo and Leo. In the preface to the latter
work, vol. i. p. xxii. 8vo. edit. we read as follows : ¢ In adverting to the assistance
which I have derived from the city of Florence, that cradle of the arts in modern
times, I must not omit to notice the favours conferred on me by the late vener-
able and learned Canonico Anoxro Maria Baxpiny, late principal librarian
of the Laurentian library there. Of a character so well known in the literary
world, any commendation of mine would be superfiuous ; yet I cannot avoid

.
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perversity and grossness, of Magliabechi. He was from
infancy a Bibliographer: and he fell into the situation of
Royal Librarian, as properly and sysemesrically (if such word

remarking it as an extraqedinary circumstance, that he maintained a high rank
among the scholars of Italy during the long space of sixty years, and that the
history of his life, with an account of his literary productions, was given in the
great work of Mazruchelli, the publication of which he survived nearly balf a
century. During this perlod he continued to enrich the republic of letters by
many other works; some of which, as they bear a particular reference to the
history of the Medici, will be referred to in the following pages. To this eminent
man, who retained hia early and ardent love of literature to the close of his days,
I am also indebted for the communication of several scarce and valuable docu-
ments, both printed and manuseript, as well as for various letters, indicating to
me, with the utmost attention and minuteness, those sources of information which
his long and intimate acquaintance with the subjects of the following volumes
had enabled him to point out.’ After such an eulogy it may be needless to enter
into details, or to ¢ shew cause’ why Bandini has ¢ deserved well’ of bibliome-
niacal reminiscence. Yet a word or two, from Bandini’s own testimony, may be
interesting.

His first great work was the Catalogue of the MSS. chiefly of the Greek Fathers
in the Medico-Laurentian library, in 3 large fulio volumes, 1764 : but he had
previously tried his hand in a Specimen of the Florentine Literature of the XVth
century : as specifically noticed by Mehus in his noble volume of the Life and
Works of Ambrosius Traversarius ; 1759, p. LxxxVI ; a work, referred to by
Bandini as containing ¢ a most lucid history of the rise and progress of Floren-
tine Literature’ When Bandini published this, his first ¢ magnum opus’in
bibliography, he was in his xxxvth year—as we are not only explicitly s
informed from the inscription beneath his rorTRAIT Which faces the frontis-
piece, and which has been copied in the orPosITE PLATE ; but also in the very
body of the preface itself—for, towards the end of it, he thus most complacently
informs the unsuspecting reader: ¢ Prima tabula, a Leonardo Frati, Florentino
pictore, magni ingenii viro, delineata, et @rl ad vivum expressa, Mz operis
AUCTOREM repremsentat, meumque in Bibliotheca adintorem optime meritam,
Antonium Sartium :°® vol. i p. xx1v. Truly, such specimens of redundant

® The figure of Sartius, which my friend Mr. Erbeh is inclined to think
bears rather a strong resemblance tothat of a very learned well known [ibrarian,
is seen in the background, about six inches in height, behind a table, opening
a book. Baudini s of his able cordjutor in the most earnest and affec-
tionate manner: ¢ Et quidem non semel manum de tabula sustulissemus operis
itudine, ac difficultate perterriti; nisi nobis auxiliatrices manus totis
viriEua porrexisset ANTQNIUS SARTIUS, familiaris noster, ac studiorum indefessus
adiutor, qui pro eo, quo pollet ingenii acumine, incredibile dictu est, quantura
in Libraria Greecorum antiquitate diiudicands quatuor annis, Ex multis., . . ille
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may be used) as the most intricate, yet beautiful piece of
mechanism, is made to play and to harmonise in all its parts.
Or, if you will, he moved in his bibliographical orbit, as a

information are of rare occurrence to the north of Florence! Bandini’s preface
is most interesting. He gives a brief history of the fate of the Medicéan library ;
and reviews, with equal modesty and candour, the labours of his predecessors in
the same situation : (for he was at that time the Royal Librarian, or ¢ Preefect *)
namely, of Erastius, Ronclinellius, Possevinus, Langius, Montfaucon and his
coadjutors Salvinius and Duccius,® Assemannus, Oricellarius, and Biscionius.
This is followed by an equally impartial statement of the nature and plan of his
own labours— which must have been almost Herculean—but which, every
librarian, succeeding in similar circumstances, should consider himself bound in
bonour and conscience to accomplish. The whole passage is so animated and
interesting, and executed so much * after nature,” and ¢ to the life "—if I may so
speak — that the reader may possibly be angry at its suppressiun: ¢ Vix enim
dici potest, quantum laboris, tediique ad languorem usque pertulerimus in
Codicibus aliquot recensendis, partim mutilis, partim semiustis, partim madore
putrefactis,” tineisque fermé consumptis ; sive in ipsis integris, ubi nullus, ut
plurimum, rerum index, nulla Capitum summa occurrit, explorandis, enuclean-
disque, sive tandem in expedienda multiplici, ambigua, intricata scribendi forma,
sive litteris vetustate ipsa caducis, atque oculorum aciem fugientibus, indagandis.
Adde spiritus, et accentus, librariorum oscitantia et incuria sepius omissos, vel
malé preefixos : adde prateritas numerorum notas, vel folia a librariis transposita,
sc male locata, aliaque huiusmodi vitia, qua legendi, atque intelligendi negotium
quam difficillimum effecere. Codices nostros cum variis characterum specimini-
bus diligenter contulimus, ut cx simili litterarum forma, cuiusque Codicis ®tatem
statueremus, quorum specimina in tabulis aeri incisis descripsimus. Qui autem
temporis notam praefercbant, ii pracsto nobis fuerunt, ut de ceteris, scriptionis

unus nostree expectationi respondit, et assiduus laboris, ac molestiarum comes
fuit,’ &c. For Bandini himself, he sits in a full flowing, stiff robe, like my Lord
Chancellor— spreading over a vast surface of the plate, and measuring, in his
sitting posture, about 9 inches in height. It is a sufficiently moderate perform-
ance,
® 1 have always had a suspicion that Montfaucou’s very valuable Bibliotheca
Bibliothecarum comprehended too much, in such a space, to be effectually and
accurately accomplished. The criticism of Bandini confirms that suspicion ;
though I rather imagine that Salvinius and Duccius are the culprits on the score
of defectively describing the Medicéan book-treasures. ¢ Verum incredible
dictu est, (says Bandini,) quot prastantissimorum scriptorum opuscula praster-
miserint, quot titulo decepti, qui vel in fronte, vel in tergo adpositus erat, falso
inscripserint, quot denique illorum oculos effugerint, dum qua Codicum mutila~
tione, qua titulorum omissione non animadversa, plura interdum opera, que ad
diversos pertinebant auctores, uni eidemque adiudicarunt. Addas etiam non
, quee intus, aut in singulis latebant rerum, et doctrin® arguments; ab
is vel penitus omissa, vel levissimé fuisse repraesentata’ Pref. p. xviiL.
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planet placed there to diffuse light and warmth upon alf
who came within the reach of his rays. He knew no hap-
piness but in ¢ ms. hunting :* no game to him so joyous, so
diversified, and so productive of benefit. His descriptions
occasionally glow with all the ardour and all the richness of
a youthful fancy ; and betray, in spite of every effort to
conceal them, (had such effort ever operated) the genuine,

anno destitutis, indicium pronunciaremus. Si quae vero alia a primo calligrapho,
aut ab aliis subsequentiom temporum lectoribus, notatu digna, sive in fronte,
sive ad calcem, sive in marginibus, seu in ima pagellarum ora scripta fuerunt, es
suis locis integra fide commemoravimus. Ornamenta etiam Codicum, pictarss,
icones, characteris elegunﬁani, et varietatem, tum quot constaret foliis, qui in
membranis, qui in papyro, et qui in bombyce essent exarati, qui vel initio, vel
fine mutili, qui temporis iniuria detriti, qui foedati, aut iniqua manu abscissi, vel
abrasi, qui ab imperito bibliopego male compacti,® distincte notavimus, unde
eorum statum, vel bonum, vel malum, qui legerit intelligere statim poasit.’
P XX-XXL

‘And in his preface to the Catalogue of the Latin and Italian MSS. in the
same collection, put forth in 1774, folio, 5 volames, he evinces the same
ardour — the same efficiency as a critical bibliographer—~the same minute and
indispensable criteria for the proper understanding and description of ancient
MSS. His supplemental Catalogue of the MSS., in the Emperor Leopold's
Library, 1791, 3 vol. folio, was the last of his more laborious publications—and
these eleven volumes, cullectively, (of which a copy was sold at the sale of Mr.
Roscoe's library for 38L. 6s. 6d.) contain a treasure of biblical and literary wealth
which can hardly be surpassed. They are sufficient to entitle their aathor to
take his station in the foremost rank of erudite bibliographers. His Annals of
the Giunta Pjess, of which such liberal use has been made in the precedidy
volawe, (p. 257-279) are capable of grcat improvement ; although, in the main,
tolerably accurate. Dy friend Mr. Heber does not quite swear by them. Let
Mons. Antoine Auguste Renouard take the work in band and make it a companion
to his Aldine Annals, and then the aforesaid friend will ¢ quite swear by them.’. .
But peace to the ashes! . . and every virtuous and respectful feeling possess us
when we mention the name, or have recourse to the labours, of Axgero Maria
Banpini! Biud his tomes in vigorous russia . . . and let not the moth or wonn
(see vol. ii. p. 447) ¢ feed sweetly’ upon them through the medium of hagskin ?
Hear and obey, ye mad-brained sticklers for ¢ scored pork !’

. ‘Let thg example of Banpiny, if all others fail, teach the importance of the
doctrines laid down in the Eicntr Davy of this Decameron !
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unquenchable sparks of BreLiomaNiacisM which warmed
his inmost heart : that heart, beating with all the kindness
of an unaffected philanthropist, and a courteous and accom-
plished scholar. Bandini has but lately ¢ gathered himself
unto his Fathers.” Peace to his ashes . . and let the Biogra-
grapher of Leo proclaim his excellences to the world !

But the reputation of Italian Bibliographers must not be
supposed to have expired with Bandini. Jacoro MoRELLL,*

® Jacoro Morzrri.] This venerable bibliographer, and librarian of the
public library of St. Mark, at Venice, has long secured the esteem and respect
of all who have known the qualifications of his head and the virtues of his heart.
His romTRAIT, engraved and written, appeared in a work entitled Ritratti
scritti da Isabells Teotochi Albrisvi; Vemesia, 1816, 8vo. terza ediz. This
work is written as if our Morelli had ceased to be among the living. The
engraved portrait is the same in substance as the one of which the reader
sees a copy beneath the portrait of Bandini in the PR2OSDING PLATE : but this
copy has been taken from a more finished original, with the loan of which I was
favoured by Mr. Salvi—whom we have designated, in vol. ii. page 347,as‘a
very knowing bookseller of Milau.’ But I have taken the liberty of stripping
the drapery of the worthy Jacoro MorevLr of its worked military button-holes
and pendant eagle—after the fashion of Napoleon Bonaparte—as methinks such
trappings are most unseemly and misplaced in a bibliographical septuagenarian
of long established reputation. But—possibly, rejoins the lover of costume—
« they constitute the bearings of the National Institute.” What then? I will have
nothing to do but with the head, the ¢ pars melior,’ of Jacopo Morelli ; and he may
cry ¢ pish,’ if he please, at my disrespect of Napoleon liveries ! But a truce to
criticism upon graphic niceties.. Let us listen to the account of this venerable
bibliographer, in a more diffuse style of portrait-painting, from the courteous
pencil of a female biographer ; whose eulogy forms the * 1v. Portrait’ of the work
just above mentioned.

.¢ Amongst the different varieties of the human mind, nature seems on some
oocasions to have stopt short to contemplate with pleasure some of her works.
Such appears to have been the case with the man whose genius we shall
endeavour to portray. Elected by the Venetian senators to the custody of the
Ducal library of S. Marco, it was soon found that no one could have better filled
the post, If profound erudition, and great knowledge of the Belles Lettres,
History, and Bibliography, a wonderful penetration in discovering the sense of an
author, with the most patient industry in correcting and interpetrating the
meaning of ancient authors, be entitled to praise, it is here most justly due.

¢ Frugal of his time, our MorsLL1 shewed great impatience when broke in

VOL. IIIL. P
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formerly the librarian of Pinelli, and now of the public
library of St. Mark, yet lives. This amiable Septuagenarian
has long secured for himself the esteem and admiration of all
who have had need of his services: and I wish in my heart
that he may accomplish the desirable object of completing
his descriptive catalogue of the Greek MSS. in the Library
. of St. Mark. There are yet, beyond a doubt, very many

upon by those from whose discourse be could neither receive instruction or
pleasure ; but when visited by the wise and learned, no one could be more
affable and courteous; as appears from the many public testimonies of approbs-
tion which he received from the learned of all Europe, by whom he was consalted.
For though he had never been out of Venice or its neighbourhood, he was not
only acquainted with all the great libraries, the best museams of antiquities, the
richest cabinets of medals, the most renowned pictare galleries, (all in short that
relates to literature or the fine arts,) but could speak on them with all the pro-
fundity and learning g€ the most minute ocular observers. Many were the
works he composed, and many more owe their birth to him. The Library of S.
Marco itself was rendered more famous by bis historical dissertation, and the
volume of critical observations upon its Greek manuscripts. The Bibliothecs
Pinelliana, a work in 6 vol. 1789, 4to. which, formed under his directions, traversed
all Europe, equally diffused the fame of such a magnificent library and that of its
powerful illustrator. The solemnities and nuptial pomp, used at Venice, are
described by him. The memoirs of some of our travellers, little known. His rela-
tions of the « Codici Farsetti,” and  Nani ; ” his many letters, particularly those to
Villoison the famous Greek scholar ; and the many elegant inscriptions composed
by him, prove him to have been one of the most learned and recondite of men. We
are likewise indebted to his learuing and rescarch for the possession of the Vene-
tian history of the Cardinal Bembo, such as it came originally from the pen of its
author, and without those mutilations which political reasons had made it suffer,
in all the editions hitherto discovered ; but so spoiled by time, as to have been
useless without his care and exactitude in restoring the almost unintelligible
letters. He then gave it to the press, adomned with an elegaut preface and por-
trait of the Cardinal.* In proof of his knowledge of painting, he has given a
curious account of the unengraved works of the 16th century, existing in Veunice
and the neighbourhood. Notwithstanding his great learning, and tliough he was
constantly in the company of the learned, his conversation was very agreeable,
and full of vivacity. His memory was remarkably tenacious, and Lis sight so
good as not to want the aid of a glass; his hearing was equally perfect.’

¢ Lord Spencer possesscs a copy of it UPON VELLUM : see vol. ii. p\ 856.
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shrewd and intelligent Librarians and Bibliographers
throughout Italy ; but Books have shared the fate of Em-
pires in the recent continental revolutions: and now that
calm and confidence have succeeded to tempest and dismay,
we may hope great things from the spirit of bibliomaniacal
enterprise which seems to pervade Europe.

That Italy has yet her Collectors, the names of TrrvoL-
210, MELz1, and REINA * (to mention no others) forbid
us to doubt. These gentlemen not only possess taste and
spirit, but the means of gratifying both. Their Groliers,

® Taivuirzio, Mzrzi, and REina.] Of these living distinguished book-
collectors at Milan, the first, the Marquis Trivurzio, takes the lead for
priority in every respect. Renouard is constantly noticing his fine library,
especially of Alduses ; and Mr. Salvi told me, (when over here during the summer
of 1815) with both hands elevated, that the Marquis’s Groliers and De Thous
almost defied description as well as competition. Yet in the membranaceous
department, the Aldine cabinet in St. James's Place, in which we have so
lnxuriously disported ourselves in the Seventu Dav of this work, was allowed
indisputably to be its superior. However, the large papers of the Marquis were
more numerous and splendid. We will now discourse somewhat of the second of
these bibliomaniacal Milanese book-dragons : and here, luckily, the kindness and
promptitude of Mr. Salvi have supplied me with some very pleasant descriptive
food. Read what follows—and wish thou wert Count Mxrz1, unbefriended
book-virtuoso !

Books wpon Vellum in the Collection of Count Melsi.

Durandi Rationale Divinorum Officiorum, 1459: Biblia Moguut. 1462 :
Thom. Aquin. Sec. Secundee, 1467 : Ejusd. Quartum Script. 1469 : Augustin de
Civ. Dei, Vin. Spira, 1470 : Titus Livius, Spira, 1470 : Biblia Ital. dal Malermi,
1471 : (in calce ¢ Finise et Psalterio de David) Valturius, 1472: Decretor.
Codex, J 1474 : Decretal. Liber Sextus, Jenson, 1476 : Clement, Con-
stitut. Jenson, 1476 : Biblia Sacra, Jenson, 1479 : S. Verularii de oct. part. Orat.
Vin. de Pensis, 1489, 4to.: Missale Predicatorum, Ven. And. Torresanus de
Asuls, 1496, fol. Prudentius, Mediol. 1501, 8vo. Virgilius Aldi, 1505, 8vo.
Bembo, Aldi, 1505, 4to. Mathias Bossi, de Gaudiis Animi. Florent. Francisc.
Bonace. 1491, 4to. D.V. Martini Episcopi. Tridentini opus contra Eutychen ;
Vien, Pannon. apud. I. Signerium, 1528, 4to, Fabri I, Episcopi Vienn. Ser-
mones Consolat. Vienn. Aust. in 2dib. I. Signerii, 1582, 4to. Ordo. Baptisand.
sec. ritum. Rom. Eccl. Ven. in Zdib. Stepl. Sabiensis, 1539, 4to. Strozze
Carmina, Ven. Aldus, 1513, 8vo. Authologia Graca, Cura Brunck, 4to. 1772,
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and Large Paper Alduses, and Membranaceous Tomes are,
I understand, of a very superior description indeed—book-
gems of the first water —transparent, brilliant, and captivat-
ing! Let us applaud such a passion; and let us hope that
the golden days of Leo may yet revive in that region
where the heavens are ever serene, and where the breezes
should soften, as they refresh, the most obdurately anti
bibliomaniacal bosom.

From Italy it is natural to visit France: as the next
country of intellectual importance upon the continent. We
will glide rapidly along the glorious career of her earlier
bibliomaniacal monarchs—especially of the Charleses—and
dwell only upon the remembrance of the incomparable taste
and unequalled munificence and book-ardour of her

6 vols. Triompho dell’ amore di Messer Francesco Petrarcha excell. poets
Fiorent. 4to. It begins with the first chapter in capitals—at the end, thus:

Fine de Triumphi del clarissime
pocta Francesco Petrarcha.

The impression has signatures; a to e, in fours ; but no name of printer, place,
or date: a full page has 27 lines. And here take we leave of the membranaceous
gems of Count Mzrz1.

Of S1onor RE1Na let the note be loud in commendation. He is a merchant,
T understand ; but upon the Medicéan scale : affluent, generous, fond of books
and of virti. His career has been hitherto of short duration ; yet he promises well
—and if ever I visit the Milanese territories .. but hope, through life, has been to
me only a flattering tale-teller : and I will not indulge one soft whisper or delusive
dream upon the occasion! Signor Reina has (inter alios, I presume) the follow-
ing books uron vELLUM. F. Pctrarche Psalmi Penitentiales et Confessionales :
in fine : ¢ Psalmi Francisci Petrarche poete laureati novem confessionales expleti
sunt feliciter per Magistrum Reissinger. Anno domini. m.cccc.lxxvi, 8vo. A rare
and very interesting volume. Publ. Victoris de Regionibus Vrbis Rome, 4to.
sine ulld notd: sed Mediolani impressus: Pomponii Guarici Neapolitani de
Sculptura Florentind P. Iunta, 1504, 8vo. consult vol. ii. p. 266, for rather an
interesting account of this work——but where is the notice of Signor Reina’s
vELLUM coPY of it? Here—I reply! Petrarca Rime, Aldo, 1514, 8vo. Chris-
tianum de fide et Sacramentis Edictum. Rome, Antonius Bladus imprimebat,
upxxxv. 4to. Wherefore have Iomitted to notice, in the previous volume, this
Blade of a Printer ? Answer— non omaia pussumus omnes.’
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Francrs L* Ilustrious prince ! we love thee even prostrate
at Pavia, beneath the proud foot of thy Imperial rival :—
for whatever was done by Charles V. in the way of the Fine
Arts, was done, not from real love and passion of the pursuit,

® incomparable taste and unequalled munificence and book-ardour of Frax-
c1s 1.] How comes it to pass that we have no Life of this incomparable French
monarch? I mean, a piece of biography written in our own tongue, and of &
character likely to be as interesting as that of his imperial rival, Charles V. The
politics of the oue, it must be granted, would be almost those of the other : but
in the details connected with private life—the most interesting portion of the
biography of great mén—(battles, sieges, marches, and embassies being the same
thing over and over again repeated) how superior would be that piece of biogra-
phical painting which should display all the charms of the loquacity, conviviality,
mumificence, goodness of heart, and generosity of sentiment, of our Francis 11
His book-rooms, his picture-galleries, bis tilts and tournaments, his immediate
intercourse and connection with our own country, the influence of literature, the
patronage of the press, ten thousand collateral, but not digressive or irrelevant,
topics of discussion, present themselves, in such a piece of composition, which no
ingenious and accomplished writer would suffer to pass unnoticed. And is it
merely for this commendatory flourish that the name of Faancis has been made
o arrest the reader’s attention ? By no means : for an authority of the very first
magnitude thus commands us to reverence the BIBLIOMANIACAL VIRTUES of
our Francis.

¢ Eminuit hoc restaurande in Gallia Greece linguse studio Franciscr prixx
Gavrriarvun Rizois liberalitas ; Francisci, inquam, primi, cujus ea in re insti-
tutam, Serenissime Princeps, a ceeteris principibus pro norma et exemplo haberi
poesit ; cujus erga literas amor a plerisque illius et proximi ®vi scriptoribus
celebratur. ¢ Ille, inquit M. Antonius Muretus, homines eruditos ad se ex
omnibus orbis terrarurma partibus, amplissima eorum industrie preemia statuens,
convocabat. Ad regalem illins mensam non ullum acroama aut libentius aut
sepius quam vox alicujus xRUDITI HOMINIs audiebatur: Qua re ad cwmteras
suas laudes eam addidit, qua nulla, meo quidem judicio, major est, nulla praecla-
rior, ut communi omnium populorum consensu LiTerArum PaTxr nominare-
tur.” Vidit Rex wternis preeconiis dignus, mutata rerum facie, florentes in
Gallis artes illas; quez ne nomine quidem antea note, mirum in modum postea
frequentate sunt : queque a Grecis primum ortm, ad alias deinde gentes latins
emanaverant : et providus, ne semel institutum in Gallia Greece Jingus studium
aliquando deficeret, cum Magistros et Doctores Greec lingue assignatis stipen-
diis constituit; tuuc preterea Codices Grmcos ingenti sumpta ad usum Biblio-
thece Regi® undequaque comparavit. MoxTravcos : Paleographia Greca.
Epist. Ded. After such an eulogy (coupled with the frequent and handsome
mention of the MSS, and printed books of Francis L. in the previous pages of
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but from downright cold-blooded personal pride; merely
that it should be said, ¢ if Francis patronises Da Vinci, I
must patronise 7'itian.” Charles had the genuine phlegm
and inflexible-haughtiness of his country. No traditions
relating to his library have yet reached us; or if he did
collect books, or pictures, such collection was made from a
conviction that it was the province of a monarch so to ap-
propriate a portion of his wealth. On the other hand,
Francis. .. but I am generally lost in the admiration which
I can never resist bestowing upon that monarch’s accom-
plished character. He was the central sun around which
the Groriers and DE THous moved in their magnificent
orbits: in other words, his example encouraged the living,
and extended to the unborn. It kindled every gemerous
emotion in the bosom of the after Henrys, and glowed
with undiminished warmth in the breasts of CoLsErT, and
even FLEURY. Hence the illustrious cohort (if I may so

this work) let it not be said that the French monarch is ¢ lugged in neck and
shoulders ’ to grace the xth day of this Decameron.

Mr. Clarke, in his Repertorium Bibliographicum, has & pretty small stippled
engraving of the portrait of Francis, executed by Behnes, (the first fruits of his
burin) from a portion of an illuminated frontispiece of a French version of
Diodorus Siculus. This MS. is in the library of Mr. Beckford, and is in every
respect perfect on the score of elegance and condition.

* CoreerT and even FLEURY.] To dwell a moment upon the illustrions
Colbert, as a bibliomaniacal grandee of the very first magnitude, were a waste
of time and of words. His printed books (and such books !) were sold in 1728 :
his MSS. (and such MSS!) are now deposited in the Royal collection. Let his
librarian Baluze (and Baluze is a name commanding no ordinary respect) chaunt
aloud his praises. It is of Cardinal Fleury that I would now speak ; or rather that
I would make Montfaucon speak. Read, admirer of bibliomaniacal Cardinals !

¢ Verum nulla unquam tanta fuerat accessio, quantam nunc videmus triennii
spatio factam curante Franciscee rei Administro Eminentissimo CArpinavrze Dz
Frzury, qui, annuente Rege, Viros doctos misit in Orientem, ut Manuscriptos
Grecos et alios Orientalium Linguarum perquirerent et compararent. Illi vero
cnm amplissima messe reversi sunt.  Bibliothecam item Colbertinam, quee inter
celeberrimas Europ® numerabatur, emit, et Regize adjunxit, necnon Bibliothe-
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speak) of Book-Collectors which adorned the end of the
seventeenth, and nearly the whole of the eighteenth century.
Hence her Dk Boze, PrEFoND, GAIGNAT, LAURAGUALS,*

cam S. Martialis Lemovicensis, aliasque minores, ita ut necdum elapso trienii
spatio, plus quam decem millia Manuscriptorum in Regiam induxerit, qui numerus
Bibliothecam constituere posset optimis Europm squiparandam, etiam quantum
ad Manuecriptorum prestantiam. In Regia itaque Bibliotheca hodie triginta tria
millia Codicom Manuscriptorum numerantur, iuter quos Greeci quater mille
comparent. Nulla ergo Bibliotheca uspiam tot instructa codicibus visa fuit, ne
ipss quidem Ptolemaica, quod probatu facile esset, si per tempus liceret ; neque
enim pluos illi tribuo, quam res es veritas ipsa testificatur.’

¢ Ex hac tanth Bibliotheca longe operosius fuisset que ad iustitutum meum
pertinebant, cum delectu excipere. Sed quia ab annis pene 50. Regiam et
Colbertinam, que jam Regi® adjuncta est, admoduin frequentaveram, et multa
excerpeeram ex utraque, minus laboris subeundum fuit.’ Montravcon: Bibl.
Bibliothecar. 1739, Prefat.

® Lauracuars.] A word with you, M. le Comte de Lauraguals, in this snug
corner. It is not from any vehement admiration of thy bibliomaniacal reputation
(although Peignot calls the catalogue of his collection, put forth by G. Debure,
fils ainé, 1770, 8vo. under the initial of M...¢ remarquable par la quantité
darticles précieux quil renferme’) that 1 bring thee forward to the reader’s notice
in the present place . .. but simply to warn the same reader (more especially if
be love books, and aspire to be eulogised by bibliographical writers) against the
commission of such bisarrerie of conduct of which thou wast unquestionably
guilty. The late Bishop of Ely told me that, wheu his Father was tutor in Lord
Pembroke’s family, the Count de Lauraguais visited Wilton and was anxious to
soe the book-lions there. The Bishop’s father was the Ciccrone on the occasion.
The Count saw and admired. On his departure a very curious and scarce book
was missing : a hue and cry was raised : the Count was suspected—fie upon it!
nor suspected without reason. His baggage was searched at Portsmouth, just as
he was on the eve of embarkation. The ¢ curious and scarce book ’ was found !
Let a thick black velvet curtain be here drawn across the scene... But the
Count, say the French writers, was a generous man : full of magnanimity: and
Madame la Comtesse equally liberal and benevolent! Listen to a strange story
hereupon ; and admire such an illustration of conjugal fidelity and forgiveness of
injuries. M. le Comte de Lauraguais, a married man, kept the celebrated actress,
Map. Arvous, by whom he had two children ; and (somewhat strauge methinks
during the Count’s absence—was it during his honest abode at Wilton?) Made-
moiselle Arnoux took it into her head to be jealous. . . . But my authority shall
not be garbled.

¢« Mlle. Arnoux, excédée de la jalousie de M. de Lauraguais, avoit profité de
aon absence pour rompre avec lui. Elle avoit reuvoyé a Mad. la Comtesse de
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La VaLLiERE, LoMENIE, and Mac-CarTHY: and hence
her recent race of eminent bibliographers—such as the De
Buees, Los Rios, VAN-PAET, RENOUARD, BaARBIES,
Pricvor, and Bruner.*

Lauraguais tous les bijoux dont lui avoit fait présent son mari, méme le caromse,
et deux enfans dedans, qu'elle avoit eus de lui. Elle s'%toit tenue cachée poer
¢ soustraire aux fureurs d’un amant irrité : elle s’étoit méme mise sous la pro-
tection de M. le Comte de St. Florentin, dont elle avoit imploré la bienveillance.
On ne peut peindre I'état de démence ol cette -rupture avoit jetté M. le Comte
de Lauraguais. Tout Paris étoit inondé de ses élégies. Enfin, & la fougue d’une
passion effrenée ayant succédé le calme de la raison, il s'toit livré aux sentimens
généreux, qui devoient nécessairement reprendre le dessus dans un cceur comme
le sien. Il y avoit eu une entrevue entre sa maitresse et lui ; il avoit poussé la
grandeur d'ame au point de lui déclarer qu'en renongant i elle, il n'oublioit point
ce qu'il se devoit & lui méme, et lui envoyoit en conséquence un contrat de deox
mille écus de rentes viagéres. Sur le refus de Mlle. Arnoux, Mad. la Comtesse
de Lauraguais étoit intervenue, et avoit sollicité PActrice sublime de ne point
refuser un bienfait auquel elle vouloit participer elle-méme : elle lui avoit fait
sjouter qu'elle n'elit aucune inquiétude de ses enfans, qu'elle en aurvit le méme
soin que des siens propres. Mlle. Aroux n’avoit point cru devoir se refuser &
cette derniére invitation, et M. Bertin ayant de son c6té fait vis-a-vis de M. de
Lavraguais les démarches qui convenoient dans ces circonstances, tous les pro-
cédés avoient été remplis, et il étoit entré en pleine propriété de sa nouvelle
conquéte. Mémoires Secrets pour servir & I'Histoire de la République des Lettres
en France, &c. 1777, vol. i. p. 9, note. And thus much for M. le Comu1x D2
Lavracvuars.

® Los Ri1os, ReNouarp, and Bruner.] What consternation and dismay will
seize the above ¢ eminent’ bibliographers at being placed upcn the same shelf
with Los Rios?!—and why is the latter introduced? Not certainly from the
mere solitary fact of his having published his ¢ Bibliographie Instructive,’ 1777,
8vo.® (styled, somewhat ungraciously, by Peignot, ¢ ouvrage trés médiocre, et du

® I select the following from the advertisement to this work: ¢ On sera
peut-étre surpris de voir, par la lecturc de ce précis de Bibliographie,
qu'il me soit tombé sous la main et en si peu de temps, un aussi d nombre
de livres rares et singuliers, qu'on trouveroit a peine dans les Bibliothé
les plus riches et les mieux choisies du royaume. Mais si I'on fait attention
que la majeure partie des articles qui doivent réellement porter le caractére de
livres rares, sortent de la Bibliothéque des Jesuites de Lyon, dont je fis Pacquisi-
tion en l'année 1768, que la plupart de ces Religieux étant des hommes savans,
ils n’avoient rien épargné pour se procurer de toutes parts ce qui pouvoit flatter
leur curiosité et nourrir leur esprit ; on conviendra d’abord que leur Bibliotbéque
devoit étre un vrai sanctuaire de la science et qu'il n’en pouvoit sortir que
articles précieux et absolument desirés des connoisseurs. 1l y a plus, la Bibtio-
théque des Jesuites de Tournon et de Mdcon, celle de Mrs. les Abbés Piole et Le
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Lorenzo. You will not forget Germany ?
Lysanper. Nor Switzerland either. I can anticipate
the drift of your enquiries, and am rather surprised that

plus mauvais ton,’” Répl. Bibl. Usiv. p. 396) nor from his having affixed his
dapper portrait, in mezzotint, of dingy execution, to the same work—nor because
we may lhave found it essential to refer, more than once, to this said work, in the
Tmirp Day of our Decameron — but because the Lyonese bookseller (such
was Los Rios) was a fine, gallant, adventurous, chivalrous, bibliomaniacal biblio-
polist!! Yes, lover of neglected merit, Los Rios purchased a library of the
Jesuits, at Lyons, containing 18,000 volumes, with an uncut Aldine Urbani
Gram. Inst. of 1497, to boot——white as the driven snow! And shall be not co
powx for this?! He shall. So let us have no wincing, nor distorted looks,
nor angry words—Messieurs De Bure, Van Praet! &c. &c.—but, as already ob-
served in a previous passage, (p. 15.) ¢ let every man in this world have his due
share of the pine apple, or melon;’ or, if fruit of less piquant flavour be deemed
more fitting, then of ¢ the codling "—or even crab.

Mons. AnToINE AvousTiN RENOUARD stands the second in our note-list.
Both in the Bibliomania, and the preceding pages of this work, his ALprve
AnnaLs have received our beartiest recommendation : and we do hereby enjoin
him, as before stated (see p. 208) to take the Grunta PrEss in hand. Mons,
Reuouard is a sagacious and experienced book vendor and purchaser. His own
private collection is vast, rich, and well selected ; and among them, as he told
me himself, he treasures his Valdarfer Cicero of 1471, vron VELLUM, as his
¢ darling child.’ I learn that it is ¢ de toute beauté Mr, Renouard favoured
me with a somewhat ample list of his fifteeners, and books upon vellum ; but as
he meditates the publication of a sort of raisonné catalogue of his own library, I
will not here attempt to forestall the treat which tlie reader is likely in due time
to receive, and to revel in, by means of such publication. Only let me place
before him a very interesting extract from one of Mr. Renouard’s letters to my-
self, in which he rallies us Londoners upon our love of Verards and Le Noirs !
It is also accompanied by a pleasing anecdote or two of his passion for books in
carly life: ®

Gindre, n'ont pas peu contribué 4 me fournir le moyen de composer I'ou
que je donue aujourd’hui au public. Je ne m'occupe méme dans les achats que
je fais journellement, qu’a me procurer des articles méritans, ce qui est commun,
reste an iculier, ou si I'on m’oblige & en faire Pemplette, j'en fais le choix et
jomed de ce qui doit ne pas faire partie de ma collection, au profit des
revendeurs de vieux livres que I'on connoit & Lyon.” At page 28 he thus men-
tions tbe library of the Jesuits—when speaking of a copy of the Manilius of
1474 which came out of it. J'en ai eu un exemplaire provenant de la fameuse
Bibliothéque des Jésuites, que I'on me vendit aprés leur destruction, montant &
environ diz-huit mille volumes.’

® I never think of ¢ a passion for books in early life,’ without calling to mind
the premature fate of that extraordinary young man Cornsrivs Nicovra:, who
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you should be hurrying me on to Lamsecrus (for ¥ know
your attachment to that eminent bibliographer) without

¢ Nous n'avons pas autant que vous le goiit de ces anciennes gravures en bois
dont vous donnez une multitude de copies: bon pour celles des premiers temps,
remarquables par leur extréme ancienneté, et aussi pour les chefs-d’ccuvre des

died at Amsterdam in his 24th year, 1698, and whose books and coins were sold
by auction in the same year; the catalogue of them having the following title:
'Ebhot’ iotheca Nicolaiana, in duas partes diviss, quarum prima Libros comtinet,
altera Numismatum ac Operis Prisci Thesaurum : Omnia multo judicio & assiduo
labore collegit Nobilissimus Juvenis Cornelius Nicolai. Amst, 1698, 8vo. With
a frontispiece of figures weeping over his tomb, and the inscription of vixir.
ANN. xx1n11. MENs. vi. The preface, or ¢ address to the reader,’ being short
and extremely interesting, I hope to be forgiven for its insertion in the present
place. ¢ Dominus Bibliothecs hujus, Patricia Urbis nostre familia natus, generis
et opum celebritate minus, quam ingenii dotibus, clarus fuit. Sed maj
molientem, et Librorum Optimorum ingentem copiam sibi com| wm,; i
ue antiquarum reliquiarum thesauris congerendis incumbentem, inopina

:anmt mors, Dolendum sane amici nostri fatum omnibus bonis Viris et

terarum Amatoribus ideo in primis existimamus, quoniam non sibi hec soli
comparabat, sed et Doctorum usibus communibus. Et norunt amici illius, hoc
animo defunctum vixisse, ut non inaniter Po-sedeﬁt, verum etiam datis sibi a
fortuna bonis legitimé et laudabiliter usus sit; publiceque rei utilem se consiliis
et opera preebere, boni civis ac preestantis Viri unicum esse studium, non igno-
rarit; atque omnem hsec scire posteritatem, vehementer expetiverit.

¢ Verum eheu ! non moratur fata quod mortales cupimus. In me dio votoram
et studiorum progressu sistitur tam utiliter institutee vite cursus exoptatus:
nihil que amatoribus, et studiosis illius superest, preeter desiderium tam lauda-
bilis propositi, et memoriam mortui longé jucundissimam. Nondum virilem
i ®latem, vigesimo quarto sus vite anno vix exacto, ille quidem extinctus
jacet, sed a posteris ingnorari eum non patietur. Librorum i exquisitisai-
morum GuYayaryy) preclara magis quam copiosa nimis. Neque enim tam de-
lectabitur aucto numero, quam coémendis Libris commendabililus ab editionum

tantia, raritate, et nitoris elegantissima concinuitate. In plurimis v_niem
&)dwx' ibus impressis conspiciuntur marginales note, conscripte manibus Virorum
eruditissimorum Desiderii Erasmi, Fulvii Ursini, Josephi i, Gulielmi
Canteri, Jani Rutgersii, Nicolai Heinsii, plurimoramgue aliorum et Clarissimorum.
Adsunt et Bibliothece huic, more Romanis veteribus jam usitato, Tabells picts
imaginibus Virorum in Litteris celeberrimorum, expressis artificio Pictorum illus-
trium. Abundant item hec Nicolaii nostri scrinia plurimis et rarissimis anti=
quorum Numorum divitiis, corum preesertim, qui hoc in genere desiderantur
maximé et laudantur.

‘ Deniﬂue tam eximii Musei ultimos occupat pluteos Roman® et vetustz
su ilis non coutemnenda series, Vasis constans priscis, et imaginibus sreis
marmoreisque, Bustis item, Urnis, hpidibus%:c conspicuis vetustats et Inscrip-
tionibus antiquis, Annulis, Gemmis, Tegulis, aliisque Veterum Utensilibus,
erutis e ruderibus Britannice Arcis, prope Catvicum in Hollandia nostra.

¢ Reliqua memorabilia elegantissime Bibliothecee hujus melius c:Fnolcmtur
ex ipso illius Catalogo, usque quaque non indiligenter elucubrato. Vale, Curiose
Lector, Familiaris nostri imniatura morte admonitus fragilitatis mortalium, et
inanium bumane sortis studiorum, quantumvis excellentium.” On reading the
foregoing, who does not think of Barrz’ Cuarres Roszrra!?
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stopping to pay a transient homage to the amiable and
erudite CoNRAD GESNER ...

Lozrexzo. Right, right, my Lysander. A thousand

grands maitres en ce genre ; mais, 3 cela prés, nous sommes trés peu amoureux
des tailles en bois, pas plus que de ces vieilles lettres noires; et quand vos
imprimeurs les reproduisent si élégamment en noir, en rouge et méme en bleu,
sur du papier vélin d’uue blancheur éclatante, nous y trouvons la méme convenance
qu’s la parure d’une vénérable matrone de 16 418 lustres, qui seroit en roses, en
lilas, en étoffes légéres et ondoyantes, telles que les porte avec tant d’avantages
une personne fraiche et jolie. De vieilles formes de lettres sur du papier tout
moderne sont un anachronisme que nous trouvons toute-a-fait singulier. Au reste,
chague peuple comme chaque personne a son gofit particulier ; et dans 'immense
série des curiosités littéraires, il faut bien que tous ne choisissent pas les mémes
objets. Je conviendrai mémc, si 'on veut, que nous négligeons peut-étre trop les
origines de notre littérature frangoise; [oui, oui, Mons. Renouard, vous les
negligez trop] & qui Pon répondra que la plupart de ces vicux livres frangois si
négligés aujourd’Liui sont peut-8tre les origines de la langue écrite, mais non pas
les sources de notre belle littérature, et que nos grands hommes, dédaignant
d’aussi tristes modéles, remontérent d’un plein vol vers les chefs-d'e:uvre de
Pantiquité. Remarque aussi que nos bons auteurs dans l'ancien Francois sont
recherchés, I'ont £té sans interruption, et se réimpriment méme assez fréquemment.

¢ Votre bel ensemble d’éditions des premiers temps m'a donné l'idée de faire
une liste sommairc de celles que j'ai rassemblées pour ma collection personnelle.
Jen avois bien les cartes mises chacune i son ordre, mais point ‘une nomenclature
rassemblée. J'ai ensuite pensé a faire celle des livres imprimés sur vélin, et voici
que j’ai Penfantillage de vous envoyer I'une et I'autre. En comparaison des trésors
accumulés chez vos amateurs, ce sera faire preuve de pauvreté, bien plutdt que
de richesse; mais aussi que sont nos moyens d’acquisition, & c6té de ceux de
vos riches seigneurs? Une seule petite observation a faire en faveur de cette
collection déditions anciennes, c’est que son prupriétaire voyant passer habituelle-
ment sous ses yeux beaucoup plus de raretés qu'il n’en pourroit acheter, et méme
bien plus qu'il n’en voudroit j'amais posséder, s’est fait une sorte de religion de ne
jamais placer dans ses collections un livre d’'une conservation méme médiocre ;
aussi tous ces 15e. siécles sont beaux, quelques uns méme sont d’une beauté
suprenaute. Les livres sur vélin ne le sont pas moins, et la nombreuse famille
d'éditions modernes, qui & leur tour deviendront anciennes, ne se compose que de
livres imprimés en perfection, sur du vélin de la qualité la plus belle, la plupart
tirés 4 un seul, ou & deux ex. ct beaucoup d’entre eux ornés de dessins originaux
d’un mérite assez supérieure pour trouver place dans les plus belles collections. Si
I'on ajoute la collection Aldine que j'oublivis, un grand nombre d’éditions des
Estiennc, Morel, Plantin, Giunti, unc collection d’Elgevir la plus belle peut-tre
qui existe, ayant prés de 50 vol. non rognés—tous les Classique Variorum dans
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thanks for the correction : and yet —did you not discourse
copiously concerning Gesner, when we met in a certain
Cabinet? To the best of my recollection, you designated

1a 8vo. format, presque tous les grands papiers d’Angleterre et de s Hollande, les
classiques d’Allemagne sur les meilleurs papiers, tous les bons auteurs frangois,
les meilleurs exemplaires des meilleures éditions ; tous les Bodonis dignes d’estime,
plusieurs milliers de bons dessins originaux décorant de bonnes éditions ; une
quantité innombrable d’estampes et de portraits ajoutés, sans anachronisme
d’exécution, dans les divers livres surtout des temps modernes: les meilleurs
ouvrages italiens et anglois, Ia plupart des plus belles éditions ; une beile réunion
d’ouvrages bibliographiques : beaucoup de livres sur papier de couleur; un luxe
de reliure poussé un peu trop loin quelque fois, on aura une idée de cette collection
commencée en 1778, 4 l'age de treize ans avec le premier écu de siz francs que mon
pére me mit dans la poche & mon arrivée d’une pension ol j'avois passé les six
préctdentes années. A la verité je n’ai pas conservé mon premier Horace que je
courus acheter cing sols aussitdt que je sentis cette piece d’argent dans ma poche.
Jaurois plus sagement fait, peut-étre, de me contenter de ce modeste volume, et
d'sutres semblables, plutdt que d’accumuler je ne sais combien d'Horaces, de
Virgiles, de Cicerons, ec. mais je n'ai cependant pas une dose de componc-
tion assez forte pour me repentir de ces folies; et je m'en cousole eu me
disant que, sans doute, jeunesse est passée, et que mes dépenau en livres
ue seront plus désormais que peu de chose.” Aud now, bon jour, Monsicar
Renouard!

It remains to ¢ dispatch’ the bibliographical and bibliomaniacal bibliopolist
introduced as the third germ of this capacious note : I mean, Monsieur Jacquzs
Curistorus Bruner, Fivs: Libraire, Rue Git-le-Ceeur—and most distinctly
and honourably known in this country as author of the Manuel du Libraire et
de L’Amateur de Livres—a work, that has secured to him bibliographical immor-
tality. By whatever means, or through whatever channel, Monsieur Brunet-Fils
hath accomplished the aforesaid work, it boots not here to enquire ; or whether
he be typographically learned, and can distinguish, at first blush, a Miscomini
from a Bonaccorsi—a 1. P. De Lignamine from an Ulric Han—or, more difficalt
task, a Laver from a Schurener de Bopardia—it is not material to stop to enquire!
That he has diligence, judgment, and accuracy, is established beyond all ques-
tion ; and for seal. . . but listen, and let him tell his own tale. While the second
edition of the incomparable work, above mentioned, was going through the
press, the Allied Forces made their first capture of Paris ; and in a letter to me
of the 15th of April, 1814, Brunet thus notices both circumstances—* ma seconde
édition qui est actuellement a moitié imprimée, et dont les quatre volumes auront
paru & la fin de 'automne prochain. Telle est, ma passioN Povr ra Bisrio-
ORAPHIE que malgré la crise épouvantable que Paris a éprouvée pendant plus de
trois mois, je n’ai pas discontinué 'impression de mon ouvrage: il est vrai que
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him as being © at once a scholar, a philosopher, and a biblio-
grapher ?’

Lysanpge. It is even s0; and, in turn, I have to ac-
knowledge the justice of your own correction. Poor Gesner !
his fate was severe..but I must now leave the pride of
Swiss Bibliography®* and, carrying you with me into the

Je trouvai dans ce travail une distraction qui me devenait bien précieuse en un
pareil moment. Ie vous dirai méme que je lisais encore une épreuve le 29 Mars,
3 5 heares aprés midi, lorsque le Canon Russe commenga @ retentir & mes oreilles ;
et que je ne quittai cette occupation paisible que pour prendre les armes, qui me
convenaient bien moins, je vous jure, que la Plume—quoique je ne fasse qu'un
bien mince usage de ce dernier instrument |° Oh brave Monsieur Brunet-Fils |
Will any man, henceforth, have the temerity to doubt the unequivocal claim
of this writer to a foremost rank among BipLiosaN1acAL WorTHiEs ? Surely
not. And here take we our congés of Messieurs Los-Rios, Renouard, and Jacques
Christophe Brunet-Fils !

® GzswEr . . . the pride of Swiss bibliography.] Lorenzo, I presume, alludes
to the notice of this eminent bibliographer in the 39th page of the Bibliomania ;
which however is but rather a feeble and unworthy account of him and his
works. It is to Niceron, the prince of literary-memoir writers, that we must have
recourse for a more lengthened and satisfactory detail: see his Mémoires pour
servir a Uhistoire des Hommes Iilustres, vol. xvii. p. 337-371 : where the pith of
Simler, Melchior Adam, and Freber seems to be judiciously extracted. There
are no limits here for copious extract ; but the reader may as well be informed that,
considering his age, (forty-nine) no man possibly cver published so much and so
creditably, upon the whole, as our Conrad Gesner. Few men certainly had to
contend with greater difficulties : for poverty, persecution, and ill health, seemed
to be almost his constant companions, Niceron has given a list of not fewer than
66 works connected with Gesner’s labours: immense !—when one considers that
be was cut off in the full vigour of his life. He confesses, in his Bibliotheca Uni-
versalis, 1545, folio, (with that frankness which ncver failed him) that his works
are not so carefully executed as he wished them to be; but his wretched con-
dition compelled him to publish in order to gain a subsistence. What he would
have done, both for accuracy and extent, had it pleased Providence to have
bettered his condition, can now be only imagined —from the excellent works for
which we are obliged to him as the author! His death proved that he died
thorough bibliomaniacal ‘game.’ ¢ When (says Niceron) he saw his end approaching,
be desired to be carried into his book-boudoir, in order to breathe his last in that
spot which had always been the dearest to his heart!’ There are various impressions
of the portraits of Conrad Gesner ; with his benevolence-beaming eye, and gently-
flowing beard . . but the able artist who should have executed a portrait of him,
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seventeenth century, hasten to pay my obeisance to Master
Lambecius. Do you imagine that the memory of CorvInus,
and of his matchless library at Buda, should have perished
with his person ? No—in the imperial book-magnificence of
Vienna, we see, in number and extent, rather than in
quality and worth, more than the bibliomaniacal splendour
of Buda revived. And then the eminence of German Bib-
liographers — of Fabricius, of Morhof, of Struvius, of
Heineken, Denis, Seemiller, Panzer, and Harles—what
men were these, in their several walks? In the capital of
their empire they saw, whenever they willed, such a vast
and splendid collection—to awaken their fancies, warm
their hearts, and excite their emulation — they saw the
gathered riches of the Heidelberg and Hohendorf libraries,
to mention nothing of that of Prince Eugenc. ...
Lisarpo. Forgive the intrusion—but we are losing sight
of Lausecius.® Of the other bibliographers we have com-

in his dying moments, surrounded by his vellum-stamped covered books, would
have bequeathed a rich legacy indeed for the pity and commiseration of poste-
rity! Such a picture—engraved by Gorrzius? Hence fond and foolish delusion!

The reader may be gratified by a sight of the hand-writing of this amiable
and excellent scholar. The following is a fac-simile of the original as it appears
in the title-page of a copy of his Stobeus of 1543, folio, presented to his tutor,
and lately in the possession of Mr. R. Bliss, bookseller of Oxford.

C[m/f Viko . D- Jo: lacobo Ammiano, fv‘ecefpou'
obfevuando Convadp Gefrevus - D.D.1sg3.

® losing sight of LaMBectus.] Lisardo seems on a sudden to have taken quite
a fit of affection for Lambecius—although there is uo very meagre notice of him
at page 54 of the Bibliomania. I admit that a good deal both curious and
interesting, especially to the lovers of bibliographical gossiping, may be men-
tioned as connected with that ‘renowned bibliomaniac. Yet I know of nothing
more amusing than his own description of his first interview with the Emperor,on
presenting his work of Literary History, and the first two volumes of the History
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paratively general and satisfactory notices. You may re-
member the prostration and homage which we paid to them,
when you formerly descanted upon their excellences ; but

of Hamburg, previously to receiving his appointment of Librarian to his Majesty.
The worthy Lambecius describes the figure, gait, and clothing of his Majesty,
with the minuteness of a Flemish artist—such a sight strikes him almost speech-
less—be makes three genuflexions—kisses the sacred hand of the Emperor,
and . .. But he shall tell his own tale; premising, that after he recovers his
recollection, he talks in a very sensible manner about the objects of Literary
History. Hesr him.

¢ Nam sequenti statim die qui decimus sextus erat Maij, ex inopinato a
meridie mihi fuit nuntiatum, placere Ceesari, ut audientise cavsa in Palatio me
sisterem. Terruit me non minus quam exhilaravit hic nuntius. Ut enim benig-
nitati fortune gratias agebam, quod compotem me reddidisset voti, sic horrore
perfundebar, contra reputando, quanti momenti res esset, Supremum Christiani
Orbis Monarchum coram allogui. Satisfeci tamen clementissimo mandato humil-
lima obedientia, ct indicta horfh in Aulum me conferens, per benignam admis-
sionem sine ulla difficultate impetravi. Stabat Ceesar in pegmate paulum a
terra elevato, post se collocatm leniter innitens mens®. Vestis et pallium ex nigro
serico sine mollitie et luxu antique Germanic® congruebant modestiz. Pileas
purpureis ornatus cristis, et auro insignis a latere dependens gladius heroicum
quiddam potius sperabant, quam elegans. Vultus serenh gravitate plenus native
exprimebat difficillimam illam Societatem Majestatis cum humanitate. Attonitus
itaque augustissimo hoc spectaculo, vix ®gre primum me collegi; collegi tamen,
et post trinam, uti moris est, genuflexionem, sacram osculatus manum, preemissa-
que paucissimis, quantam potui, verbis debita excusatione, quod in tanti Prin-
cipis conspectum venire, cidemque scriptum aliquod, et id quidem immaturum
adhuc atque imperfectum dicare ausus essem, simul et primum Historize Literaris
Tomum, et priores duos Rerum Hambergensium libros demississime obtali. Sus-
cepit eos Cesar singulari quadam cupiditate et Historiam quidem Literariam
sine mora aperuit, percunctans simul, quodnam operis argumentum esset, et quid
Historiee Literari® nomine comprehenderetur? Respondi, “ ea appellatione
contineri partim generalem enarrationem originis, incrementi, mutationis,
interitus et instaurationis omnium linguarum scientiarum, facultatum et artium
liberalium secundum successionem seculorum omnis #vi, et transmigrationem in
omnes regiones totius orbis terrarum; partim vero specialem recensionem
Virorum sapientia et eruditione illustrium, qui inde a creatione Mundi usque ad
nostram @tatem, vel publicatis ingenii sui monumentis, vel saltem amore ergo
literas et artes liberales earumque studiosos claruerunt : nempe quo tempore,
quo loco et qua ratione quisque eorum vixerit, quid vel inveniendo, vel scribeado,
vel propagando, vel protegendo in rem literariam contulerit, que cujusque scripta
pesierint, qua supersint, quee jam prodierint in lucem, que et in quibus Biblio-
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with Lambecius we do not appear to have conversed upon
such equal terms.
LysanNper. You are probably right. Yet you must not

thecis adhuc latitent, que optim® editiones, qui optimi commentatores et inter-
pretes, quid de unoquoque autore respectu ingenii, diligentise, fidei et styli
Jjudicandum, et quomodo alter alteri ratione antiquitatis aliaramque circumstan-
tiarum vel preeferendus, vel posthabendus sit. Ad hec Ceesar : ¢ gratum sibi esse
oblatum munus, et propositum probari ; pergerem igitur in eo strenue et alacriter
sub Patrocinio suo, quo me deinceps constanter esset protectorus.’ Confirmavit
insuper benevolentiam, quam verbis testatus fuerat, re ipsa, et proprio animi
motu decrevit, ut pro dedicatione operis torque aureo cum numismate itidem
aureo, tanquam preemio feliciter inchoati laboris, et invitamento comtinuande
diligentiz remunerarer’——Petri Lambecii Hamburgensis Commentariorum De
Aug. Bibl. Ces. Vindob. Edit. Altera. Opera et studio Adami Francisei Kollarii
Vindvb. 1766, vol. i. col.12.

Lambecius himself bad an excellent library, of which the greater part was
purchased by the Emperor. At vol. i. col. 43, we learn that this library ¢ was
the fruit of twenty years collecting in Germany, France, and Italy :* that it con-
sisted of about 3000 printed books and 200 MSS. ¢ bound in a bandsome
manner, and obtained with equal diligence and judgment.” The Emperor bought
it for 2300 crowns, first for his own use, and afterwards for that of the Imperial
Collection. Upon the merits and demerits of this extraordinary man, few writers
were more competent to pass judgment than Montfaucon ; and we may bere put
the finishing stroke to our Lambeciana by the criticism of the said Montfaucon,
worth the steady attention of the bibliographer. ¢ Etsi autem PeTrr Lanszcn
conatum laboremque perutilem laudandumque censeam, ab ejus instituto tamen
non parum recessi. Ille siquidem omnia, qu® sese primum offerebant, licet ad
Codicum notitiam parum vel nihil conferrent, passim admiscuit: res omnino pere-
grinas, monumenta vetera, Epistolas vel suas vel ad se missas adjunxit; ita ut in
proposito habuisse videatur quanto plura posset volumina edere, et vere sit
70 ®apepyoy punxiov Tou &pyou. Nobis hic unus scopus fuit, ut ne quid ad
plenam Codicum notitiam necessarinm prastermitterernus, neve quidpiam inutile
admisceremus aut peregrinum : quod nemo eo a nobis consilio dictum existimet,
ut Lambecii famam obscuremus, cujus sane ‘)replepya multa licet sint, non suo
fructu vacant. Alioquin his in rebus cuique licet arbitratu suo agere. Id porro
monendum censco, etsi Manuscripti Graxci Csarei plus quim sexcenti a Petro
Lambecio memorentur ac describantur, in Bibliotheca vero Coisliniana Greeci
Codices quadringentorum numerum parum excedaut; hanc tamen foliorum
numero parum illi concedere nullo negotio quisque comperiet: nam in utraque
cusa Bibliotheca cujusque Codicis folia recensentur. Licet autem inter Coislini-
anos Codices Grecos in quovis litterarum genere non pauci prestantissimi
occurrant, in duplici tamen genere aliis quas vidi Bibliothecis hzc anteponenda
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possess yourselves of too exalted notions of Lambecius.
Considering his predecessors in bibliography, he was beyond
a doubt the very Lion of his species. His zeal, his genuine
unabated ardour in regard to every thing which assumed
the appearance of a boke—especially if that boke were a
MS.—entitle his memory to the deepest respect. No man
could have been selected, so qualified in every respect, for
the arduous and honourable situation which he filled. He
seemed never happy but in rummaging, collating, and
describing : but then he was too credulous ; and the ¢ omne
ignotum pro magnifico’ was too frequently uppermost in
his mind. He probably wanted classical learning ; but he
certainly wanted taste, and should have studied brevity
more generally in his descriptions. Yet when you think
of what he brought to light, and what a profound and taste-
ful scholar may now accomplish by means of the edifice
raised by his materials, we shall readily admit that Lam-
becius is entitled to be considered among the bibliographical
luminaries of his age and country.

But we must not tarry another instant upon the fame or
the virtues of Continential Bibliographers ; as I am anxious
to bring you back again into our own country, and to resume,
as you seem to wish it, the Personal History of the Bib-

videtur, in Manuscriptis sciliet Biblicis, atque in Lexicis, quorum unum, vide-
licet “ccexrv. ineunte decimo seculo scriptum, omnium hactenus inspectorum
prestantissimum est, cujus ideo ampla specimina dedimus.

¢« Hi igitor duo Bibliothecarum catalogi, Casareus nempe et Coisilianus, illa
diligentia et accuratione concinnati sunt, ut nihil ultra ad Codicum Manuscrip-
torum notitiam desiderari videatur. Antea vero jejuni aliarum Bibliothecarum
indices solum editi fuerant. In his autem omnia indicantur, que in eruditorum
cujusque generis usum cedere valent.” Bibliotheca Coisliniana olim Segueriana,
1715, folio, Praf. The catalogue, from which this extract is taken, is indeed a
master-piece of its kind: possibly the most learned, complete, and satisfuctory
with which the public are acquainted.

VOL. 11l Q
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liomania. Yet I shall not pretend to scrutinize the very
earliest periods; nor conduct you, as heretofore, among the
annals of Norman Literature. On the contrary, you must
be contented to receive with satisfaction little more than the
few thread-bare notices, or memoranda, which I have put
together since we last met.

A curious book-anecdote is related in Capgrave concern-
ing our HExey IL.* When they wanted money to purchase
vellum-skins for the increase of their MSS., the monarch
was supplicated for aid. ¢ How much do you want ?’ says the
King; ¢one n.m.rk, only, and please your majesty ’ says the
petitioning bibliomaniac. ¢ You are very extravagant ; (re-
plies Henry, jocosely) but there, take ten marks, and let us
have a library in proportion.” He said, and the astonished
petitioner received the princely donation with equal surprise
and gratitude. Henry’s son, our Lion-Hearted Ricaarp,
was however, I fear, the causc of a sad waste of precious
book-lore ; for we learn that the order of the Cistercian
monks, in particular, voted away every thing in the shape

*® curious anecdote in Capgrave concerning Hexry I1.] Capgrave shall here
speak for himself, corrected from an ancient MS. of the life of St. Hugh in the
Bodleian Library. MSS. Digby. 165; premising that the Saint (one of the
most extraordinary and interesting of those mentioned in the rare work
of Capgrave) was very angry at the theft of the ¢ beautiful Bible from
the priory of St. Swithin,’ and ordered it to be restored. ¢ Contigit enim vt
cum rege quodam tempore familiarius agens de penuria librorum, intersereret
mentionem a quo admonitus vt conscribendis libris insisteret membranas sibi
deesse respondit Et quantum inquit rex tibi vis conferri ad supplendum hanc
defectum? Vna inquit marca argenti diu sufficiet Rex vero ad hec subridens
ati. O quam immoderate grauas nos! Jussitque incontinenti decem marcas fratri
qui cum eo erat numerari Promisitque bibliam ei se transmissurum et sub
multe recompensationis pollicitatione bibliam pulcherrimam a priore sancti
swituni petijt et impetratam hugoni transmisit.’ ... (But we must here cease.)
Legenda Nova Anglie, 1516, fol. clxxxiii.
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of a MS,, whether vellum or paper, for the purpose of
aiding in the ransom of their captured monarch.*

In the fourteenth century the names of BEapwarDpIN
and Buzry are eminently conspicuous for the patronage of
learning, and the encouragement of the Bibliomania. The
former has been honoured by the express notice and com-
mendation of Chaucer;+ and although the library of Merton

® in the ransom of the captured monarch.] ¢ And for the which ransom to be
payed each other chalice of England was molten and made in to money and all
the monks of the urder of Cisteaux [Cistercian order] given aLL THEIR BOOKS
through out all England for to done them to sell and the ransom for to pay.” St.
Albaw’s Chronicle, 1483, f iii, rev. Thus the most sacred book-deposits as
well as ¢ chalices’ were disregarded, and converted into the means of restoring
the mad-brained Richard. What would Joun Rupyng have said, if, in about
two centuries and a half afterwards, his book legacies had been treated in the
same way? Hearne, in his Alured of Beverley, note, p. 153, hath a very solemn
and precise reasoning hereupon : ¢ Pristinis temporibus bibliothec® in ecclesiis,
tam aliis quam etiam cathedralibus, condebuntur. Non alia de caussa est, quod
hanc notam legamus in exemplari MS. pervetusto Editionis Bibliorum [quam
vocant] vulgate, &c. * Hunc librum dedit magister Joannes Rudyng, Archidia-
conus Lincoln, [1470] cathenandum in principali disco infra cancellum ecclesim
sue prebendalis de Bukyngham, ad usum capellanorum et aliorum ibidem in
eodem studere volencium quamdiu duraverit,’ &c.
t notice and dation of Ch .] The passage thus occurs in the ¢ Nun’s

Priest’s Tale:’

But what that God afore wote, must necds bee,

After the opinion of certaine clerkis,

Witness of him that any clerke is,

That in schoole is great altercation

In this matter, and great disputation,

And hath been of an hundred thousand men.

Bat I ne cannot boult it to the bren,

As can the Holy Doctour S. Austin,

Or Boece, or the Bishop BRapwarDIN.

Bradwardin lived in a ficrce age of philosophical and theological controversy.
Roger Bacon, Duns Scotus, William Ockham, and John Wickliff agitated, by
their writings, the x111th and xivth centuries. But Henry has overlooked our
« profound doctor’ Brapwarpix in the ¢ History of the most learned men who
flourished in Britain, from A. D. 1216 to 1399, See his History, book iv. ch. 4.
wct. 2. 1 have rummaged nearly the whole of Merton College Library, and
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College, Oxford, of which he was a member, does not con-
tain a single vestige of the Archbishop’s, or of Bradwardin’s
collection, we may have the less reason to regret it as I fear
the ¢ Profound Doctor’ (so he was called) would have left
little more behind than glosses upon Aristotle, and commen-
taries upon St. Austin. The same century marked the sedu-
lous love of books which distinguished WiLL1am of DavEN-
TRY, the Fourth Provost of Oriel College: and I mention his
name in the present place because there is now existing, in the
same college, one of the greatest possible curiosities of its

kind. Itis Daventry’s Catalogue of the Collegiate Library,*
bearing the date of 1349. I believe I am not speaking wide

find no traces of the age Bradwardin —except perhaps the tiles constitating
the floor of that library! Shall we grieve at this? Yet, as he loved Aristotle,
there might have been an ancient MS. of that renowned philosopher which even
Buhle would have vouchsafed to collate.

* Daventry’s Catalogue of the Collegiate Library.] The Revd. Dr. Copleston,
the present learned and most respectable Provost of Oriel College, furnished me
with the fact above noticed by Lysander. The catalogue, here alluded to, con-
sisted of a long, narrow slip of vellum, of delicate texture, and iu parts sufficiently
fragile. It is called an ¢ Inventory of the Books of St. Mary's College,’ and is
dated only ¢ xlix’—the millenary and centenary numbers (not very unusual) being
omitted. The entry of each title of a book is succeeded hy a reference to the
first word in the ¢ second leaf’ of the same ; and it was from the sagucious tact
of a thorough-bred antiquary, that Dr. Copleston, on verifying the reference,
found the truth or consonance of the whole : namely, that the college was in
possession of a few of the books referred to in the catalogue ; and the catalogue
was, without doubt, from its date, the composition of the Fourth Provost, or his
amanuensis. Lysander is perhaps right in designating it as the oldest instru-
ment, of its kind, extant. But what was to be done with so precious and fragile
arelic? How was it to be preserved against the casualties of time? How could
it be preserved but in the morocco binding of CanrLes LEwis? That conning
(alias, clever) bibliopegist hath converted the ¢ narrow vellum roll’ into a thin
quarto tome of some 3 or 4 leaves—enclosed within a dark blue exterior. And
the said ¢ precious aund fragile relic’ now assumes a perpendicular attitude within
the precincts of its ancient resting-place—gified with second youth, and likely to
Ppreserve its present freshness when the bones of six succeeding Provosts shall
have been not only blanched, but decomposed into their original dust ! . . A truce
to this sepulchral subject: and let us hope that the Provost, which ¢ now is,’
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of the truth in designating this catalogue as the oldest now
‘known to exist. 'The middle of the same century witnessed
also the brilliant career, both as a Bishop and Chancellor,
of Ricaarp Bury.®. ..

will give this said ¢ relic’ a pretty tough trial—by realising the Spanish proverb
of living ¢ a thousand years !’
® Ricrarp Burvy.] ¢ Decies repetita placebit !’ Mr. Surtees, as might have
been expected, hath devoted a due portion of the very valuable pages of his
County History of Durkam to the mention of this admirable and celebrated
Bishop of the same see: see vol. i. p. xlv-viii. Bury, or rather Auncex-
VILLE, bath also had a pretty ample share of notice and commendation in &
certain work ycleped Bibliomania, a Bibliographical Romance, p. 245, &c. I
have bere therefore neither space nor right to intrude upon the reader with a
further lengthened account of the same illustrious Prelate and Chancellor. Yet
I may possibly be indulged with a few minutes patient hearing. When the
¢ notice and commendation,” above referred to, came ¢ warm from the heart
and faithful to its fires,” the author had never visited the spot in which the
episcopal manificence of Bury had heen more immediately exercised and
acknowledged. The satisfaction of that visit was deferred to the autumn of
1815. My journey thitherward, from York, kad been during a hot day, and
along a road occasionally enveloped in clouds of dust. Evening stole on as I
reached Durham : the air became cool : silence prevailed—and the full moon rose
above the nave of the cathedral as I sat down upon a bench, on the Castle-green,
to view her soft and silvery rays steal upon the roof, and up the southern side
of the central Tower. I had previously gone through an ¢ ablution’ with the
rigidity of a Mussulman; and to shew my unfeigned respect for the memories of
the illustrious dead (illustrious, also, for their bibliomaniacal celebrity —as the
names of Bury,Sagrwoop, Fox, and Cosin abundantly testify !) who had once
governed the cathedral then before me, I bad arrayed myself, if uot ¢ in black
camblet with large oraries,’ (as our Bury was wont do) at least in the best black
broad-cloth suit with which a travelling wardrobe could furnish me. . and there
I sat — refreshed by the evening breese, and cheered by the moon’s unclouded
visage, thinking upon the termination of all earthly labours . . even those biblio-
graphical and bibliomaniacal !! The clock of the cathedral struck eleven . . and
warned me that it was time to break up a reverie which was then beginning to
bring tears to my eyes and anguish to my heart! However, brave spirits of the
-Prelates just mentioned ! . . I have seen, and meditated upon, the spot where ye
once exercised a vast power with goodness and with mercy: and in the end ye
shall ¢ in no wise lose your reward.’

Yet another minute, patient reader—~devoted, not to moon-light raptures, but
to day-light matters of fact. They preserve a MS. of the Philobiblon in the
library of Bishop Cosin, at Durbam; and I have been favoured, by Mr. h
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Lisarpo. I have not forgotten how you warmed my heart
by a description of that Prelate’s bibliomaniacal enthusiasm,
when we were assembled in a certain ¢ Library !’ Proceed,
therefore, as copiously and vigorously as heretofore.

Lysanper. Not so indeed : for now ¢ I do remember me’
of my loquaciousness thereupon. But there was another
Bishop of Durham (for Bury, you may recollect, was also
Bishop of that see) towards the close of the subsequent
century, who, for an insatiable bibliomaniacal appetite,

Raine, (from the first folio of Bury’s episcopal Register, preserved in the
chancery at Durham) with the following fac-simile of the autograph of its
renowned bibliomaniacal author :

Ry

Mr. Surtees, in the first Plate of Seals, attached to the County History before
mentioned, has favoured us (being the last seal but one in the same plate) with
an engraving of the very beautiful seal of the same distinguished prelate ; and
has described his character in the following just and animated manner : ¢ Whilst
a princely magnificence marked his public banquets, a liberal discretion regulated
his private household. One of his chaplains usually read to him during his
meals, and he afterwands discoursed on some subject of literature or divinity with
his clerks and domestics. The laity he neither impoverished by extortion, nor
oppressed by vexatious claims of autliority ; ties of reciprocal kindness and
benefit bound to bim the affections of the northern gentry ; and their sons were
educated in his palaces, and preferred in arms or learning by his wealth and
interest. To the ecclesiastics he was an indulgent superior, but to the Church of
Durham, already sufficiently opulent and powerful, he added neither landed
Ppossessious nor spiritual patronage. To the ornaments of the cathedral he was
a liberal contributor ; a robe of crimson velvet, richly embroidered, and another
of black camblet with large oraries, were his gifts during life; a third robe of
white camblet, nobly embruidered, was with difficulty recovered from his execu-
tors, and a fourth of bloody velvet, was sold tn Lord Nevill, who conscicatiously
restored it to the service of the altar. His charities were unbounded, his gates
were daily opened to the poor, and his living liberality defeated the avarice of
his executors, who, instead of treasure, found his coffers filled only with linen
and sacerdotal vestments, vol. i. p. xlvii, clix. Earl Spencer rejoices in a sound
copy of the editio princeps of his PuirosisLoN: see the Bibl. Spencer. wul. iii.
p. 287. .
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may challenge competition with any previous or subsequent
diocesan of the same see. I mean JomN SHERWOOD:® a
character, dear in former times to those who knew the
worth of his head and heart; and to be held in everlasting
remembrance by the members of Corpus Christi College,

Ozford, in particular.

® Jor~ Sasrwoo0D.] ¢ Of Sherwood’s family nothing certain is known ; but it
is probable that he was a native of Durham or Northumberland, from the cir-
cumstancee of his having been educated in University College, Oxford, where
be proceeded S. T.P. He was chancellor of Exeter ; Archdeacon of Richmond,
14 July, 1465. Leland praises his learning, and mentions his proficiency in
poetry. De Script. c. 239. There are letters extant in the Federa, from
Richard IIL. to Pope Sixtus IV. in favour of Sherwood, begging an abatement
of the Papal dues in consideration of the great expenses imposed on the see of
Durham in maintaining the Border Fortresses. Hutchinsou observes that the
Bishop had ‘only one fortress to defend, that of Norbam. Surtees's Durham,
vol. i. p. Ix. But what, observes the anxious reader, what has the preceding to
do with the bibliomaniacal celebrity of Bisnor SnErwoon? Read only a brief
notice, at p. clix of the volume here referred to, respecting a certain work
ydleped ¢ Ludus Arithmomachie,’ of which our Sherwood was the first luminous
editor, and of which a complete and perhaps not uninteresting account of the
first edition appears in the Bibl. Spencer, vol. iv. p. 1-5. Yet what has this to
do with the Bibliomania?—exclaims the same inquisitive reader. I will tell thee.
At the end of the note, at page 2, of the volume mentioned, we observe the
following remark : ¢ It was hardly a venial error to have omitted the mention of
Suxrwoop among my Book-Worthies in the last edition of the Bibliomania ;
since I have lately seen, in the library of Corpus Christi College, several of the
rarer early printed books, in the Greek aud Latin languages, with the autograph
of Sherwood upon the first page of the print.’

We are now then quickly becoming bibliomaniacal : yet a late visit to the same
collegiate library has extended and strengthened the proofs of the unquestion-
ably sourd state of the body and mind of our Bishop—who was promoted to the
see of Durham in 1483, and died in 1493-4. Sherwood was, as he himself tells,
¢ prothonotary of the Roman sec.’ He went abroad somewhere about the year
1470, as I suspect ; and lost no time in the acquisition of valuable books, perhaps
a3 fast as they issued from the press. A few of these books now enrich the library
of C. C. College, Oxford ; many of them having been the subsequent property’
of Bishop Fox, the Founder of that college. I will mention them in the chrono-
logical order of tleir possession. Tcrentius, J. de Colonia, 1475, folio, ¢ bought
at Rome in 1476'—when we may be assured it was ¢ recens tanquam e prelo.’
Cicero De Oratore, §c. Rome, 1469, ¢ bought at Rome in 1477 ;” Opera Philo-
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Lozenzo. Wherefore, mighty monarch, should the name
 of Sherwood (of which I frankly confess my previous igno-
rance) be held in such respectful remembrance by the
Corpusites of Oxford in particular ?

LysanpEr. Because that society possesses some of his
most valuable, early-printed, books; and because, catching
(I make no doubt) a portion of the book-enthusiasm with
which that eminent prelate was borne along, Ricuarp Fox,
also Bishop of the same see,® bequeathed to the same college,

sophica, Rome, 1471, folio. A fine copy, and ¢ bought at Rome in 1478’ as the
following fac-simile of the autograph and date sufficiently prove :

um., 70° GénMoo) rz)w‘ afw ton .
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Calderini Comment. in Sylv. Statii, 1475, folio, ¢ bought at Rome in 1478;’ fine
tall copy. Ciceronis Epist, Fem. Rome, 1470, folio ; ¢ bought at Rome in 1480."
Landini Disputat. Calmaldulenses, 1481, folio, ¢ bought and bound at Rome in
1481 The preceding are probably sufficient ; yet we may just observe that an
early Frontinus, Trapesuntius, and Vitruvius, each bought about the years 14814,
are also further evidences of the spirit and good sense of their former poasessor.
The reader may be assured that that same possessor enjoyed the full luxury of
hearing the leaves of the said volumes, when opened, ¢ rustle and crackle’ ina
manner which might have thrown evena . . . . . . into extacies! See vol. ii.
p- 340. Henceforth, never let the inseparable union of SmErRwoop aud
BisrL1oMANIA be doubted for an instant !

* Ricaarp Fox, Bishop of the same Sce.] How comes it to pass that we have
no biographical tome, ¢ companion meet’ for that of CoLer and Erasxus,
devoted to the private and public life of Richard Fox—one of the ablest, most
accoraplished, and virtuous prelates of his age and country?! Will the Reverend
Mr. Ttomas, late fellow of the college founded by the same illustrious character,
not vouchsafe to ¢ grant our petition”’ on this score? He loves antiquities: aud
those relating to biography are surely worth all the discussions upon barrows and
tombs which adorn the annals of Archeology. Let the said Mr. Thomas solve, and
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of which he was the Founder, all his library ; modelled, as
it strikes me, precisely on the same plan, or exhibiting the
same taste, with that of his episcopal predecessor.

act upon, this inscription : vEre. sap. svr. In regard to the Bibliomania, I bail
Bishop Fox as among the most transcendant of the tribe. Thou shalt quickly be
convinced, gentle reader, that ¢ good cause is shewn’ for such vehement biblio-
maniacal invocation.  First, however, turn over some three honestly filled folio
pages of Mr. Surtees’s History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham,
P Ixi—lxiv, where we learn that Fox was a student of Magdalen, and afterwards
head of Pembroke, before he became founder of the College of Corpus Christi,
in 1517-18. Secondly, ¢ know, by these presents,’ that Fox when abroad pur-
chased books pretty lustily, and sume of Sherwood’s in the number : for the whole
of those mentivned in the preceding note, as the property of the latter, were
without doubt depasited in the library of Corpus college by its eminent founder.
But we will go on ¢ shewing cause.” The following are the books which contain
the written inscription of their having been presented by the founder. Homwer,
1488, fine and white—Plautus, 1472, fine—Horatius, Cur. Landini, 1483, very
fine—Acron. et Porphyrionis Comment. in Horatium, Cura Aloysii, sine anno, per-
fect and sound—Senece Tragedic, edit. prin. sound copy—Crastoni Lericon, Gr.
edit. prin. sound and fine— Dialog. de Creaturar. Moralisat. G. de Leeu, 1486,
fine copy—Scholia in Sophoclem, edit. prin. fine copy—Orpheus, 1500, edit. prin.
Euripides Lit. Cap. Apollonius Rhodius, Lit. Cap. These three editions (the
first two of very rare occurrence) are bound in one volume—very white and
sound, but somewhat cropt—Plutarchi Opusculs Moralia, Aldi, 1509. This
tome, in fair sound conditivn, bears particular evidence of the ¢ munificent” spirit
of our episcopal bibliomaniac—from the following inscription :
Liber Coll. Corporis Xti. ex dono Fundatoris
¢jus (vsq; ad invidiam ) munificentis.
11

Thus much for unquestionable proof of the biblivmaniacal reputation of Bishop
Fox. There is also in Corpus college a supposed original Portrait of the founder,
well known from frequent copies in oil colour, and engravings both iu the line
and mezzotint manner. Mr. Thomas shewed me the ¢ supposed original® in the
lodgings of the present president (an octogenarian, and father of the University !)
the Reverexp Dr. Coox. I strongly suspect it has been entirely repainted :
and that scarcely any thing of the original remains but the forms of the features.
The prevailing colour is white, shaded with a charcoal tint. The attitude and exe
pression are admirable ; and if oue could have witnessed this interesting portrait
asit came from the easel of the painter (qu. Hans Holbein ?) the effect must have
been delightful. Iu uo one of Reynolds’ pictures do we observe more appropriate
characteristic expression. Bust we must not yet dismiss this ¢ EpiTIONES-
PRINCIPES LOVING Bisuor. About four months ago (June 18, 1817) there was
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We are now reaching the opening of the sizteenth century;
a period, eminently conspicuous for the love of learning and
the passion for book-collecting. Bear in mind, I beseech

celebrated, in the hall of Corpus Christi College, the THIRD CENTENARY of
the foundation of the Society. The members, far and near, whose names
were on or off the books, were summoned to this carousel. Oxford seemed
to receive fresh life as the chariots and steeds of the said members bore
them to the scene of action. Meanwhile a feast, somewhat in the manner of
¢ the olden time,’ was bespoke. Every culinary treatise, from the ¢ Royal Boke
of Kerving,’ (see p. 28 ante) down to Mrs. Rundell’s ¢ Domestic Cookery,” had
been consulted for the occasion : and for two successive days, previously to the
18th of June, (a day of everlasting remembrance in the anuals of British his-
tory !) the turrets of the college were involved in almost impenetrable mist,
arising from an union of smoke and steam —— which gave ¢ dreadful note of pre-
paration !’ .

The morning of revelry arrived. The bells rung a merry peal. Congratulations
went abroad—and who, at that moment, would not have been a FoxiTr? Christ
Church looked askance, as she saw her neighbour the object of general envy—
and Oriel would have—almost—parted with her fourth Provost’s ¢ Catalogue of
the College Library,’ (see p. 228, ante) to have suffered her members only to
inhale the fragrance of such commingled dainties! But the fates decreed it
otherwise : except that her President (of whom honourbble mention has been
made in a preceding page) was entitled to the gratification of taste as well of
scent, from having been a quondam scholar of Corpus college. But hark!..the
dinner bell sounds—there is a rush of feet—and onward they go, in their silken
or bombazcen streamers, to sit down at their long-extended oaken tables: to
partake of joyaunce and of jollity. Compared with this festival, what was ¢ the
feste of kynge Harry the fourth to the Henawdes and Frenchmen when they
hadde iusted in Smythefelde 2’ or ¢ the feste of the coronacyon of Kynge Hearry
the fyfte?’ or ¢ the fest of the Erle of Huntynton at Caleys?’ or ¢ the erle of
Warwykes feste vato the Kynge at London 2’ or the uuited feasts given at the
installations of ¢ Clyfforde bysshop of London,’ and ¢ my lorde Chaunceller
Archebysshop of yorke at his stallacion in yorke, the yere of our lorde. a.cocc.lxv?’
(See Pyuson’s Boke of Cokery, 1500, 4to.) Truly all these ¢ auncient’ British
festivals are not meet to be put in comparison with the one of which we are
at present discoursing !

The hall is filled—is crowded to excess. The junior scholar says grace, and the
venerable President pronounces amen : anon, the ringing of glasses and rattling
of knives——and the shrill voice of youth and the hoarse murmur of age—are equally
heard ; while the mysteries of the whole ¢ book of keruinge’ are fully and clearly
developed. The ¢ kerver knowes the kervynge and the fayre haudlynge of a
knyfe—his knyfe is fayre~—and his hands are clene—and he passes not two
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you, the names of WayNFLETE, Fox, CoLET, TONSTALL,
WoLsey, and More—as characters of general notoriety—
but fail not at the same time to remember that the successor
of Fox, JoaN CLAYMOND,* First President of the College of

fyngers and a thombe upon his knyfe : in the middes of his honde he sets the hafte
sure unlassynge and mynsynge with two fyngers anda tombe.” And he cries aloud,
as of old, * Breke that dere, leche that brawne, rere that goose, lyste that swanne,
sauce that capon, spoyle that henne, fruche that chekyn, vnbrace that malarde,
vnlace that conye, dysmember that heron, dysplaye that crane, dysfygure that
pecocke, vnjoynt that bytture, vntache that curlewe, alaye thet felande, wynge that
partryche, wynge that quayle, mynce that plouer, thye that pygyon, border that
pasty, thye all maner small byrdes, tyere that egge, chynne that samon, strynge
that lampreye, splat that pyke, sauce that place, rauck that tenche, splaye that
breme, syde that haddock, tuske that herbell, culpon that troute, fyne that
cheuen, trassene that ele, traunce that sturgyon, under-traunche that purpos,
tayme that crabbe, barbe thatlopster.’ Boke of Keruynge, 1508, 4to. W. de Worde.

Upon conclusion of the repast, and after some few potations of ¢ the blood of
the grape,’ (see More’s Utopia, vol. ii. p. 281, edit. 1808) a Latin oration,
by a young graduate full of promise,and with recent classical honours ¢ thick
and blushing upon him,’ is pronounced with an audible voice, and in a manner
which shews that the blood of a true Forite is trickling in his veins. * Plaudite !’
quoth the supreme Judge of the Admiralty — then present: aud applauses
“rend the sky!” Again the ¢ ringing of glasses’ is heard more vehemently ;
and in lieu of the ¢ rattling of knives,’ the ¢ bacchanalian roar’ succeeds :

¢ Oh day of bliss!
To equal this
Olympus strives in vain I’

But bere lct us draw a curtain upon the scene: consoling ourselves that
the looked for biography of the Founder of Corpus College, by the Rev. Mr.
Thomas, will contain luminous particulars connected with transactions both within
and without the hall in which we have so long tarried.

® Jonn Craymonp.] The Boox-uero here alluded to was the First Pre-
sident of Corpus Christi College ; and if the Founder sat invisibly, as an aerial pre-
sident, at the festival just descrihed, John Claymond must have filled an invisible
Vice-President’s chair upon the occasion—* thying his pigeon’ or ¢ saucing his
plaice * upon a trencher, possibly composed of one of the tomes of his vLLux
Aristorre! What can this wild introduction lead to? Thus it is, patient reader.
Look, first, into Mr. Bliss's edition of Wood’s Athen, Ozxon. vol. i. col 104-6, and
there thou shalt see how, upon the authority of old Anthony, our Claymond was
both a pious and a learned man — ¢ a person of great gravity, of most exact
example in his life and conversation, very charitable and devout, and had
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which we have just spoken, proved himself in every respect
to be worthy of the trust reposed in him. The bibliomania-
cal celebrity of his predecessor was probably equalled by his

uothing wanting in him to complete a theologist.” Claymond was also a philaso-
pher and a poet ; and Mr. Bliss tells us that his life was written in Latin verse
by John Shepreve, fellow of Corpus College, beginning thus :

Non ego vos, Charites, neque vos hic invoco Muses,
Quas Helicon viridi gramine tectus habet.’
Prefixed are testimonies collected by Henry Jackson, an epistle from Erasmas,
one to Gryneus from Claymond and Shepreve. Epicedion.
Tristia quisquis ades, Claymundi funera plange
Maxima qui nobis gloria vivus erat.
The life (continues Mr. Bliss) does not contain any additional information
relative to Claymond, except that he was an excellent poet.
Alter erat Cicero, quoties oratio fluxit
Liberior, nulla lege retracta metri :
Sin libuisset ei numeris astringere verba,
Alter in ornando carmine Naso fuit.

Claymond appears to have been from youth upwards both the bosom friend
and determined protegé of Fox ; and such was the influence of the latter, that
when the former was made President of Magdalen College (having been a demy
of the same) Fox prevailed upon him to give it up, and with the deuceur of the
rich rectory of Clyve (called by some Bishop’s Clyve) in Glocestershire, which
he kept to his dying day, he quickly consented to become First President of
the college which his patron had founded. I hope Mr. Thomas will be able, in
his looked-for biography of Fox, to alight upon some correspondence between
these two amiable and excellent Ecclesiastics: and, thercin, to discover how
Claymond was inoculated by his Benefactor with the bibliomaniacal virus: for
that he was a lover and bold purchaser of fine copies, is unquestionable—since
the Corpus library possesses the most brilliant MEMBRANACEOUS TREASURE in
the University of Oxford. It is of the first Aldine Aristotie, upon vellum, of
which I speak : a copy of towering dimensions and almost spotless condition.
It wants one volume, and the Bodleian library, I believe, possesses that volume :
and if ¢ Mahomet will not come to the mountain, must not the mountain come to
Rahomet,’ on this occasion? But—which enacteth the part of Mahomet? Ay,
there’s the rub.” However, this lovely ¢ membranaceous treasure’ contains, in the
title, the following written memorandum, of about the period of Claymond’s
death, in 1532 :

Orate pro animé Johanis Cluymondi primi presidis
collegii corporis Christi qui hunc librum dedit ejdem.
Several other volumes, given by Claymond to his college, bear the same
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own; and I wish in my heart that we had a pretty copious
sprinkling of biographical anecdotes relating to this munifi-
cent character. About the period of his college-government
Oxford must have been rich in printed-books;* and I do

inscription ; yet in a few of them the ¢ orate pro animd’ has been purposely
erased. Mr. Thomas at first thought that this erasure had been effected by
StaUNTON, ¢ the intrusive President during the usurpation of Cromwell ;' but
he bas since corrected that opinion, on the supposition that such erasure was
made in consequence of thie satutes of Edw. V1. and Elizabeth, which enact such
inscriptions to be effaced from all sepulchral monuments and inscriptions :
consult Weaver's Funeral Monuments, p. 51. Edit. 1631 : Weaver adding (says
(Mr. Thomas) ¢ I had this last fact from my friend Master Humphrey Dyson.’
Claymond’s four ponderous ms. folios of annotation upon the Elder Pliny are
yet preserved in the library : consult Wood in loc.

® Oxford—rich in printed books.] Among the evidences of the truth of this
remark, may be noticed the dedicatory epistle of SiMon GryNzus to Joun
More (Sir Thomas More’s son) prefixed to the edition of the Works of Plato, &c.
by the former, printed at Basil, in 1534, folio. Towards the conclusion of that
epistle, Grynmus, who had previously been in England on a visit to Sir Thomas
More, for the sake of examining our University libraries (see Introd. to the
Classics, vol. ii. p. 133) thus notices the bibliomaniacal treasures of Oxford—and
the particular civilities shewn to him by CraymonD, of whom we have just made
such honourable mention. I quote from De Thou’s fine copy of Grynsus's Plato
in the library at Althorp ; which, ¢ perdie,’ may give a greater zest to the quo-
tation :

¢ Annus est enim (ut nosti) tertius iam, cum in Angliam, cuius uisenda
somma me dodum cupiditas ob illustre uetusq; gentis nomen, et librorum ueterum
copiam incesserat, ueniens, ac Erasmi nostri commendatione uelut uento secundo
ad illas musis totas sacras @des uestras delatus, humanitate mira acciperer,
maiori tractarer, maxima dimitterer. Non solum enim amplissimus uir pater
tuus, ac tom quidem conditione, per c®tera uero rebus omnibus egregijs facile
toto regno princeps, priuatum hominem ignotumque me, literarum tantum ergo,
ad colloquium inter tdt publica priuataque negotia admisit: mens® sue sceptra
regni gerens, adposuit: in aulam abiens rediens secum traxit : laterique adiunxit
su0 : sed omnem meam de religione sententiam locis non paucis diversam ab
ipsius esse haud difficulter preesentiens, placide benigneque cognouit: ac cum
ab illa non parum tum quidem discreparet, opera consilioque sic iuuit nos tamen,
ut omne mihi negotium sumptibus etiam suis confecerit. Nam et itineri comitem
Harrisium doctum juuenem addidit: et Oroniensis Gymnasij proceribus sic
literis insinuavit, ut ad earum conspectum omnes nobis collegiorum omnium non
solum bibliotheca, sed studiosorum etianu animi velut mercuriali quadam uirgula
tacti patescerent. Magna uero cum primis erga nos uiri optimi atque doctissimi
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most cordially wish that some well-disposed, well-informed,
and impartial writer would give us the Literary History of
the period of which I speak: a period, of about fifty years
in extension, and rich in the annals of philology from the
masterly labours of Linacee, WHITTINGTON, and StaN-
BRIDGE, in addition to those of whom we have just made
mention. No doubt your recollections will serve you with
other names, but there is no time to expatiate upon charac-
ters which have been described upon a former occasion;
and although there be some floating tradition in my mind
that, at London, during the commencement of the xvith
century, the sale of books was sufficiently flat,® yet the

Joannis CLarMuNpr humanitas fuit, qui quidem etiam alia quedam Procli
monumenta mira liberalitate fidei nostree et publice studiosorum utilitati per-
misit. Itaque bibliothecas quas circiter uiginti schola insignis uetustissimis libris
refertas habet, omues euolui, ac commentationum Procli libros non paucos,
quantum intra annum unum alterGmue excudi posse uideretur ipsis annuentibus
auexi: quibus de, uelut thesauro inuento gratulantem pater tuus donatum libers-
liter ac beneficijs suis plane cumulatum in patriam remisit.”
® at London—during the ement of the xvith century—sale of Boeks

flat.] My friend Mr. G. H. Freeling, who hath a fond propensity to make
himself master of the treasures of black-letter lore, hath kindly furnished me with
a felicitous illustration of the above remark by Lysander. There is so much point
and good humour in his epistolary communication hereupon, that it would be
doing violence ¢ even to the heart’s core,’ to curtail or remodel it. ¢ I do not
know (says he) whether you will think the state of bookselling in the year 1518
worth your notice. You can put this in the fire, if you like it, but at all events
you will do justice to the esprit de la Bibliomanie which dictates this communi-
cation. Bookselling, at that time, must bave been at as low an ebb as in the
year 1816. In the Castell of pleasure enprynted in poules churchyarde by Hary
Pepuwell, for R. Coplunde, 1518, are some introductory stanzas by way of
dialogue between Coplande and the Auctour, the last of which is as follows :

At your instaunce, I shall it glady impresse

But the vttetaunce I thynke wyll be but small

Bokes be not set by, theyr tymes is past I gesse

The dyce and cardes, in drynkynge wyne and ale

Tables, cayles, and balles, they be now set a sale

Men lete theyr cyldren vse all suche barlotry

That byenge of bokes they vtterly deny.
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inexhaustible treasures of the University Libraries secured
to the student a never failing supply, without those contin-
gencies which appear to have distracted the Metropolitan
collector.

Lorenzo. Pray have the kindness to inform us whether
London was particularly distinguished at this period for
public or private collections ?*

This is a grievous lamentation! That there may be no complaint of similar
¢ harlotry ” in the case of the Decameron, is the sincere wish of,’ &c. What can
my friend mean by this Decameronic inuendo? I can assure him that there will be
no repetition of the tragedy or farce (call it what you please) enacted as hereto-
fore with a certain work described in vol. ii. p. 392. No: we tread now upon
granite, and set ¢ re-actions’ at defiance!

® London—particularly distinguished for public or private collections.] Lysander
has anticipated me in a reference to Howell's Londinopolis : but that is no reason
why the reader should not be made acquainted with some few amusing particulars,
relating to MeTROPOLITAN BrBL10MANIACISH, during the period under descrip-
tion, which are to be found in the same work ; premising our extracts therefrom
with a quotation from Pennant’s London, p. 205, Third Edit. which notices the
library of the well-known and munificent Lord Mayor, Whittington. Here it is:
¢ The library founded here in 1429, St. Bartholomew’s Christ Church, by the’
munificent Whittington’ must not be forgotten. It was 129 feet long, 31 broad ;
it was cieled with wainscot, had twenty eight desks, and eight double settles of
wainscot. In three years it was filled with books, to the value of 5561, of which
Sir Richard contributed 400l. and Dr. Winchelsey, a friar, supplied the rest. This
(adds Pennaut very properly) about thirty years before the invention of printing.’
We now hasten to Howell’s ¢ account of the Public Places of Sciences and Lite-
rature which London hath :* from his Londinopolis, 1657, folio, p. 30.

¢ It is observed, that the English nation hath bin alwaies extraordinarily
addicted to Literature, and to the loue of Knowledge: which among other
imstances appears ; in that of old times, there were three principal Churches in
London which had famous Schools, wherein there were Professors and Doctors,
which were famous for their Knowledge in Philosophy and the Mathematics ;
the three Churches which had these Schools by Priviledges, were the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul, for by general couucel held in the year 1176 at Rome, in
the Patriarchy of St. Lateran, it was decreed, that every Cathedral Church
should have a School-master to teach poor Schollers, and others. The second
was St. Peter’s in Westminster, whereof Ingulphus Abbot of Crowland in the
reign of William the Conqueror writes thus ; I Ingulpbus an humble servant of
God, born of English Parents in the most beautiful city of London, for to attain
to Learning, was first put to Westminster, and after to study at Oxford, &c. The



240 TENTH DAY.

Lysanper. Willingly, if I were able: or rather if time
allowed of a satisfactory answer to a question embracing such
a variety of detail. On the contrary, as 1 see Howells

third School seems to have bin in the Monastery of St. Saviour in Bermondsey
at Southwark. There were other Schools built afterwards, as that of St. Jokn by
Swmithfield, and that of Saint Bartholomew, that of Saint Mary Overies, and that
of the Holy Trinity by Ealdgate, with divers others; But touching Philosophy
and other Sciences, in regard that the Colledges in Oxford and Cambridge
did so much encrease; the former meetings in London, and disputes in
Philosophy, that were used to be did discontinue; ouly of late years, that
noble Mecenas and Patriot, Sir Thomas Gresham, did crect to his eternal honour
a Colledge for all the Sciences, in Bishopsgate-Street, as an attendant to his
Royal Exchange. ’

¢ The Chronicles teach us, that Henry the fifth having suppressed the Priories
Aliens, whereof there were some about London, namely our Lady of Rouncival
by Charing Crusse, oue other Hospital in Oldborn, now Holborn, another
without Cripplegate, and the fourth without Aldersgate, besides others that are
worne long since out of memory, only that of Rouncival continued till the reign
of Henry the eighth, being converted to a brotherhood ; but Edward the sixth
appointed by Patent, that there should be in London more Grammar Schooles
erected, to wit, one in St. Andrew’s in Holborn, another in Alballows the Great,
another iu St. Peter’s on Cornbil, and another in the Hospital of St. Thomas of
Acon ic West Cheap. The Free-School of Pauls was built of an old ruined
house in ample manner, and ricbly endowed anno 1512, by Dr. Colet Dean of
Pauls, for 153 poor men’s children: for which there was a chief Master, an
Usher, and Chaplain ordained. Moreover in the year 1553, after the erection
of Christ's Hospital, which rises out of the ruins of the Grey Fryers that stood
there, a great number of poor children were taken in, and a fair School appointed
at the charge of the City, though Edward the sixth bear the name of patrou.
Anno 1561 the Marchant Taylors of London, founded one notable School, in the
Parish of St. Lawrence, Poultncy. The house was sometimes the Duke of
Buckingham’s, called the Mannor of the Rose, which Mr. Richard Hills, Master
of the company, did purchase for 5001 and bestowed it for a free School. There
was an old custome in London, that the School Masters should meet on festival
daies, and their Schollers should dispute in Logick as well as Grammer Questions,
and Principles, aud the most common rendezvouz, was Saint Bartholomews in
Smithfield, being a priory, where upon a bank boorded under a tree, they used
to meet, and the best Schollers were rewarded with Bows and Arrows of Silver,
which they carried away as prizes: but that laudable custome is grown obsolete,
and quite discontinued.

¢ A great emulation there was "twixt Pauls Schollers and those of St. Antbonies ;
the Schollers of Pauls would taunt, and term them, St. Anthonies Piggs; and



TENTH DAY. M1

Londinopolis upon the shelves that surround me, I must
refer you to the somewhat superficial, yet not uninteresting
pages of that work, for a tolerably good sketch of the rise and

they would call St. Paul's Schollers, Pigeons of Pauls, and wany feuds bappen'd
amongst them in the open streets: but St. Anthonies School decaying, the
quarrel also cea’d. Anno 1582, a publick lecture of Chirurgery was founded,
to be read in the Colledge of Physitians in Knightrider-street twice every week ;
the founder whereof was, the honourable Baron the Lord Lumley, and Richard
Chadwel Doctor of Physick ; and Doctor Foster was the first Reader thereof.
A Mathematical Lecture was also founded about the same time, to be read ina
fair ancient Chappel, built by Simon Eyre within Leaden-hall ; But this Chappel
being employ’d afterwards for stowage of goods taken out of a Spanish Carack,
the said Lecture ceas'd therc, and was used to be read in Mr. Thomas Smith’s
house in Grass-street, 1184 (1584). Anno 1579, Sir Thomas Gresham (Queen
Elizabeth’s Royal Marchant or Agent spoken of before) gave the Royal exchange,
with all the buildings thereunto appertaining, viz. the one moity to the Mayor
and Comminalty of London, and their Successors, upon trust that they perform
as shall be declared; and the other moity to the Mercers on the same confi-
dence ; the Maior and Aldermen are to find four to read lectures of Divinity,
Astronomy, Musick, and Geometry within that dwelling in Bishopsgate-street,
and to bestow the sum of 200l viz. 50l per annum to every Reader. The
Mercers also are’to fiud three Readers in the same place, that is, the Civil Law,
Physick, and Rhetorick, and every Reader was to have 30l a year stipen'd,
which great gift was confirmed afterwards by Act of Parliament, aud so to con-
tinue for ever. These lectures are to be read every day in the week in Term
time (Sundays excepted) in the Latin tungue in the morning, and the same in
English in the same dayes afternoon, only the Musick Lecture, whereof Dr. Ball
was the first Lecturer was to be read only in Euglish.

¢ Moreover therc is in and about the City of London, a whole University, as
it were of Students, Practisers, or Pleaders, and Judges of the Lawes of England,
not living of common Salaries, as is used in other Academies ; but of their private
maintenance, as being supported, by their own means or practice, or exhibition
from their friends ; in so much that most of them are sons and younger brothers
to wealthy parents, where besides the knowledge of the Laws, they learn all
other civilities and exercises besides. Of these Nurseries or Societies there are
fourteen, whereof nine do stand within the Liberties of the City, aud five
without ; those that stand within the Libertics are, Sargeants Inne in Fleet-
Street, Sargeant Inne in Chancery Lane, the two Temples which are called Inns
of Court; the other are Cliffords Inne, Thavies Inue in Holborn, Furnevals
Inne, Barnards Inne, and Staples Inne, which are termed Iuns of Chancery.
Without the Liberties, there is Grayes Inne in Holburn, Lincolns Inne {(which
are Inns of court) Clements Iune, New Inue, and Lions Inne, which are houses

VOL. III R
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progress of metropolitan bibliomaniacism in the sixteenth
century. Return we to our personal history; and once

more for BaLe.*

of Chancery. In former times there was in Scroops Court in Holborn an Inne of
Sargeants also ; there was likewise where Somerset House now stands, Chesters
Inne or Strand Inne, in the liberty of the Dutchy of Lancaster, which was pull'd
down with many other Buildings, to make room for Somerset House, who bad
also his materials of St. John of Jerusalem, which some held to be no better than
Sacriledge ; and therefore that fatal death, to be beheaded, befell the Duke of
Somerset, who with his Councel were, it seems, so infatuated, that they forgot to
all for his Clergy, whereby, by the Lawes of England, he might have bin
saved. Justice Fortescue makes mention also of a tenth house of Chauncery, bat
he names not the place. The choicest, gentliest, and most ingenious wits of the
land are found among these Students of the Inns of Court, having comoanly bin
graduates before, in one of the Universities, &c.’

At page 80 we have rather an interesting account of a library at St. Peter’s
Church, Cornhill. ¢ True it is, that a library there was pertaining to this Parish
Church, of old time builded of Stone, aud of late repaired with Brick, by the
executors of Sir John Crosby, Alderman, as his Arms on the South end do
witnesse. This Library hath been (of late time) to wit, within this seveuty
years, well furnished of Books, John Leyland viewed and commended them: bat
now those Books ARE GONE, and this place is occupied by a Sthool-master and
his Usher, for a number of Scholers learning their Grammar Rules, &c. Notwith-
standing before that time, a Grammar School had been kept in this Parish, as
appeareth in the year a thousand four hundred twenty five’ And thus much for
Howell's Londinopolis : a volume, well descrving, in a clean and ample condi-
tion, of a ¢ sur-cote’ of olive-colour morocco from the bibliopegistic manufactory
of Charles Lewis.

® once more for Bare.] I am indebted to my friend Mr. H. Petrie for the
following very pithy and pertinent account of the labours of Jorn BaLs: and if
I have hit ¢ honest John'’ too hard in my Bibliomania, p. 328, I trust that the
unction of what here ensucs will heal all wounds, and restore him effectually to
the estimation of every intelligent and curious reader of the past literature of
his country. Certainly, however, our friend JouN was ¢ un peu trop fort,’ in his
¢ retorts courteous.’

¢ Scriptorum illustrium Majoris Britanniz Catalogus, a Japheto ad A. D. 1557,
novem Centurias continens. Autore Joanne Baleo Sudovolgio. Pars posterior
quinque continens centurias.’

In his preface, Bale states his intention of enumerating the illustrious writers
of Great Britain, and the snccession, actions, ard deaths of the Popes. Under the
first head he shews vast reading and diligence : for though he be often indebted
to Leland, whom he nearly transcribes, and to whom he acknowledges his obliga-
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Lisarpo. If I remember, you formerly dealt rather
harshly with that intrepid defender of Protestantism ?
Lysanper. By no means: although possibly he did not

tions, yet he has a great number of names and circumstances which do not
occur in his work; besides giving the first sentence, &c. of very many tracts,
evidently from his own observation, as he often differs from the like notices in
Boston of Bury. Indeed many of the articles referred to were in his own
possession. (See his Catal. of MSS.) Itis his practice to reckon each work of
his several autlors, however small, as a book (liber unus) —hence he is accused
of multiplying books. His ascriptions are often false: apparently from attri=
buting anonymous pieces to authors whose undoubted works bappened to be
bound up in the same volume. His dates also are frequently false, and not
unusually from the preceding cause. Some of his writers perhaps never existed,
and others have no claim to authorship. But when it is considered that he
has given us a catalogue of more than 1400 authors, nearly the whole of whose
works were then only to be found in MSS. many mistakes ought in candour to
be forgiven him. In his second division, his principal object is to discover
whatever may blacken the Popes and prove them to be Anti-Christ, as well as
to disgrace the Roman Catholic clergy’: nor is he always very careful in examin-
iug whether his authorities for this purpose be well founded. In both parts his
style is excessively acrimonious and coarse : for which the only apology to be
offered is, the zeal which generally actuates new converts, and resentment for
the persecution he endured in consequence of his conversion.

The list of MSS. which he left, on flying from Ireland, shews bim to have been
a very extruordinary collector. It contains almost all the best writers of early
English History; and amounts to nearly 400 volumes of every description.
Among them were, Guil. Malmsburiensis de Regib. Anglor. Idem de Gestis
Pontificum, cum Histor. Novell. Itincrarium Toannis Abbatis (Guil. Mal-
mesbur:), de Miraculis D. Andrez Apostoli, et in Threnos Hieremie Commen-
tarius. Simeonis Dunelmensis Continuationes Bede. Radulfi Nigri Hist.
Succincta. Ioannis Anglor. Regis gesta per eundem Radulfum. Radulfi
Coggeshalensis Continuat. prezdict. Historiez Gualt. Coventrensis Compendium
Historiale. Annales breviores, de Laude religionis, et Scutum Carmelitarum.
Steph. Eiton de Vita Regis Ed. ¢i. Helie de Trickyngham Annales Temporum.
Rad. Marham Manipulus Chronicor. Monachi Duuelmensis iguoti nominis
Chron. Guil. Ramesii Vita Neoti. Carmina. Gesta Regis. Ed. 3ii. Bella
principis Edwardi Nigelli. Ran. Higd. Polychron: ejusque continuationes per
T. Walsingham. Rogeri Castriensis Mouachi Polycratica temporum. Ricardi
Cicestriensis Anglo-Saxonum Chronicon. Iohannis Everisdeni series temporum,
cum aliis. T. Wuycki Annales 220 Aunor. Ejusd, Catalog. Abbatum de Osney.
Adam Murimuth 78 Annor. Historim. Ricardi Divisiensis epitome rerum
Britannicar. Tempora regis. Ricardi 1i. eod. Authore. Roberti Bale scribm
Londoniensis, Chronicon ejusd’ urbis, cum sliis cjus opusculis. To which are ta
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receive his full share of commendation. I consider honest
John Bale to have been among the most enthusiastic book-
collectors of his period; and a man, withal, of very uncom-
mon powers of perception and of eloquence. He was coarse
and ¢ foul-mouthed,” I grant; but the examples of the
greatest of his contemporaries, including even those of Luther
and Erasmus, seemed to justify such a perversion of good
sense and good breeding. His attachment to Leland is an
everlastingly-bright ornament in his escutcheon ; and if we
were now in possession of the treasures which he saw, and
catalogued, and left behind in Ireland, what a rich harvest
would there be for our NENNIUsEs to gather into their

garners ? .
I hardly know how to trust myself in the middle of the

Sixteenth Century,® so as to select any particular object of
admiration without omitting, or detracting from, the cele-
brity of another. We are now disporting ourselves in the

be added many anonymous chronicles. Besides these he states that he had s
large collection of the best printed books.

Afler such a tempting, and apparently just, delineation of the merits of BaLg,
the reader will readily conceive the agony of heart which I endured in parting
with an almost lurge paper copy of the work above referred to, printed by my old
friend Oporinus in 1559, folio !

® in the middle of the sixteenth century.] About this period no greater injury
was probably inflicted upon literature than that of the destructiou of the library
¢ given by the good and learned Humphrey Duke of Glocester [concerning
whom see Bibliomauia, p. 256] to the University of Oxford in or near the year
1440. This princely collection contained 600 volumes ; of which 120 alone were
valued at 1000l These books were called in the university rcgister ¢ Novi
Tractatus, aud are said to be ¢ admirandi apparatus.’ They were the most
splendid and costly copies which could be procured, finely written upon vellum,
and ELEGANTLY EMBELLISHED WITH MINIATURES and ILLUMINATIONS.
These books which, being highly ornamented, looked like Missavrs, and con-
veyed ideas of Popish superstition, were destroyed or removed by the pious
visitors in the reign of Edward VI. whose zeal was equalled only by their
ignorance, or perhaps by their avarice. Andrews’s Hist. Gr. Brit. vol. ii. p. 54,
on the authority of Warton,
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very height, zenith, and blaze of literary reputation in our
own country ; and a brace of Queens—1 had almost said—
meet our notice at the very threshold of our enquiries !
ALMaNsA. What mean you?
Lysanper. Yet... Mary QUEEN oF ScoTs* must take
precedence of

® Mary Queen or Scors.] I am indebted to Mr. Thomson, of the General
Register House, Edinburgh, for the following very curious and interesting
Catalogue of the Royal Library of Scotland in 1478 ; or rather of the remains of
Qusen Mary’s Lisrary, delivered over, with her other chattels, by Regent
Morton to James V1. This catalogue makes part of ¢ A Collection of Inventories
and other Records of the Royal Wardrobe and Jewelhouse,’ &c. published by Mr,
Thomson at Edinburgh in 1815, 4to: a volume, of great elegance of typogra-
Pphical execution and accuracy of detail—* illustrating various matters connected
with the state of Scotland in the fifteenth centuries—to the antiquary, furnish-
ing many curious and probably unexpected details ; and when rightly understood,
perbaps throwing some light on the progress of manners and the arts during a
period of which the domestic history is still very obscure and imperfect.” Hear
this, ye lovers of historical curiositics| And know, moreover, if a single drop of
bibliomaniacal blood warm your hearts, that ye cannot hesitate one moment in
procuring a copy of this volume —as oNLY 250 of the same were printed !
The editor is a zealous, intelligent, and able antiquary. But, ¢ the Catalogue of
the Royal Library,” exclaims the impatient reader! It is here:—having this
general prefix: ¢ [ ir of the Jowellis Plenisings Artaillieric and Munitioun
being within the Castell of Edinburgh perteninge to our Soverane Lord and his
Hienes derrest Moder. mprLxxvii.’®

*® On the reading of the above list I can anticipate the emotious of juy—nay, of
transport—which rend the bosoms of the ¢ black letter dogs’ of the day. Give
me the ¢ first buik of Rolland amoreuse,’ the buikis of ¢ devilry,’ ¢ Errores amo-
reuses,’ and ¢ a litle buik of the chas, cxclaims Prospero. ¢ Oh that I could hug
« The gardin of pleasance,” * Frenche somattis in writt,” * Recuell de poesie,”
“ Contionero de romanses,” and * Gadderingis of rymes and peces,” breaks forth
Arricus! ¢ Be mine “ the auld chronicles of England in Frenche,” « the legend
aurie,”  Foure volumes of la mere des historeis coverit with quhite perchement,”
the “ Chronicles of Martinan, and of Savuy,” and “ ane greit volume of cronica
cronicorum,” replies NExN1Us: while PALMERIN bargains only for the ¢ Giron
Curtas, the buiks of Amadis de Gaule, the historie of Jasone, the margreit of the
Quene of Navarre, and Pantagruell in Frenche.’ Yet, says BERNARDO, may I not
put in a word for * the buik of Hunting ?’ Certainly, rcjoins LzL1us—Dbut deny
me ot the felicity of securing ¢ A canues polk with perchment evidentis concerning
the auld erll of Murray erll of Craufurd and utheris.” ¢ With all my heart, adds
Merrapus—* only let it be understood that the ¢ Tua Volumes of Lancilot de
laike,” come to my satin-wood hook-cases.” DPretty pickings thesel And pray
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BeLixpa. Lapy JANE GREY—is it not so ?—although,
in chronological order, our monarch is a little inaccurate ?

Lysanpir. Assuredly; but why I mention Mary in the
first place, is, that there is more of bibliomaniacal history
attached to the Library with which she used to enliven the

Booxs 1x THE RovaL Lisrary or Scurranp, 1578.

IN the first the saxt and last volume
of the auld chronicles of England
in Frenche The secound volume The
fyft volume The fourt volume

Lucan Sueton and Salust in Frenche

The first volume of the catologe of
sanctis in Frenche

Giron Curtas

The thrid volume of Titus Livius

The werkis of Allanc Charter

Ane oratioun to the king of Franche of
the Quenis awin hand write

The ellevint buik of St Augustine

The first buik of sanct Augustine

The first buik of Rolland amoreuse

The governament of princes writtin in
perchement

The first buik of Amades de Gaule

Ane parte of Platarche in Frenche

Valerius Maximus in Frenche

The legend aurie

La mere des historeis

The first volume of vita Christi

Foure volumes of la mere des historeis
coverit with quhite perchement

Cronicle Martinan

The play of the chas

The cronicles of Savoy

The buik of hunting

The distructioun of Troy

The explanatioun of the charter of
Calice

Thre lyves of Alexr the greit and
utheris nobles

Thie decameron of Bocas

The mirrour of hurnan redemptioun

Boece de consolation

The gardin of plesance

Tua volumes of Lancilot de laik

Aue greit volume of cronica cronicorum

Aune compend of the croicles in Spanioll

Ane buk of devilry

Bocas of the geneologic of the goddis

Cronicle of the empriouris and kingis
of Austrice

Discours of thc misereis of the tyme
present

The gardin of plesance

Esaias in Greik & Hebrew be Munstar

Geneologie of the kiugis of France

Columell of historeis

The prothogall of the chancellarie of
France

The regreit of the duke of Guise deid

Supplement of devotioun

Actis of parliament of king James the
fyft

Historie of the tyme present be sanct
Fontene

The offices of Cicero

The triumphe of faith

The triumphe of Pallas

The oratioun in the prayeris of the auld
cardinall of Lorune

who is to eat the cheese when nothing but the rinde is left—or who will gurchasc
the castle walls, when the damask furniture and beds of down are stolen

terior | ?

the
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solitary, and improve the cheerful, hour. Rely upon it, that
amiable and unhappy princess had a taste for books and

Booxs 1¥ THE RovaL Lisrary or ScorrLanb, 1578.

The epistles of Ovid in Frenche meter

"The first buik of the novallis of Ronsard

Daines Ugieri in Italian

The king of Frances maioritie

The nynte buk of the Amades de Gaule

Off penitence

Ane answer to the objectioun of the
protestantis be Regier

Brontanis

The actis of parliament of quene Marie
of England

The morall triumphis of Petrark in
Ttaliane

Christiane institutioun in Franche

Ane bischoppis cpistle to the ministeris

Frenche sonattis in writt

Vulgar lettres of divers noblemen in
Italian

Salust in Italian

The manuell of the ingrate man

Exrrores amoreuses

[Elegiis] upoun the deid of Joachim de
Belly

The armes of the marques Dalbuif

Dictionar in Frenche and Latine

Ane uther dictionar in Frenche and
Latine

Ape Turk buik of paintrie

The sege of Troy in Italiane ryme

Vigetius de re militari

‘The begyning of the Scottis cronicle in
Freache bie Dienye Savage

The levint buik of the Amades de
Gaule

The institutionis of astronomie

The first buik of Enguerunt

Thre buikis of musik

The magreit of the quene of Navarre

Ane epistle to the quene writtin in
Frenche be Diodet Sairell

Lyves of certane of the illustres be
Emelius Probus

The matamorphosis of Ovid in Italian

The institutioun of Lentren

The olive augmentit

Marcus Aurelius in Italian

The complaint of the universitie ‘of
Pareis contra the Jesuittes

Orlando furioso

Off the beginning and progres of the
realme of France

Harang of the Frenche people aganis
rebellioun

The expositioun upoun the epistles of
Auges

Supplement of devotioun

The cardinall of Loyranis oratioun at
the assembly of Poesy

Portuus of Rome

Aue ansuer to Ronsard

The misereis of the tyme present be
Ronsard

Recuell de poesie

The spheir of the warld

The singular combat of David and
Golias

Ane treatie of the premiecie of the
peape

The historie of Jasone

Pantagruell in Frenche

Contwnero de romanses

The sacrifice evangelic

Resolutioun of certane christiane
poyntis.

The suthingi of Oliver Magne

The historeis of the bible in figures

The king of Frances declaratioun upon
Dauvillis edictis

The first buke of Claud Butatin Frenche

The sectis of hereseis in-this tyme
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reading as extensive as it was well-directed: and for her
Romances, or Chronicles, or Histories, or Rituals, in velvet
or morocco covertures! . ... the very thought —
AvLmansa. Almost makes me turn round with wildness.
Tell me, illustrious monarch, where live the remains. . ?
Lysanper. No more I beseech you—the memory of her
misfortunes lives in every feeling and every British heart !
But for her predecessor, Lapy JANE GREY*—what an in-

Booxs 1¥ THE RovaL LiBrary or ScoTLanp, 1578.
The treaties of Starnislawes bischop of Gadderingis of rymes and peces

Warne Remonstrans be the estaittis in Bur-
The manuell of morall vertewis gunye
Ane guddering of sindry historcis in  Sangis of the bible in Frenche be
Frenche Lancelote dc la Carle
The buik of humau policie Ane exhortatioun to the kingis counsall
Clement Marot aganis the trublis
The consolationis of Bembo Ane oratioun buik in write

Abrigement of the art poetik in Frenche The maner to tak away the contraversie
The defence of the illustratioun of the  of religioun be Renat Benedict

Frenche language Remonstrance of the catholik nobilitie
A gaddering of simpatheis of the king
The epistle of Ignatius The kingis apologie aganis the staittis
The principallis of astronomic of Burgunye
The remonstrant of the emprior [Fred.] The writ of Nicolas Clamanses
maid to the paip Bertram upoun the sacrament
The ordinare of the money in France  Epithalamium regis et regine
The praise of foly in Frenche Anc grit dyett buik of the duk
Four homoleis aneut the images in Tuentie fyve conntis and quaternis of
France the Q. and Q. regent
The intertenyment of helth Certane pacquettis of Frenche lettres
The trcatic of the sacrament be Petir  and comptis
Martir A canves polk with perchment eviden-
The ansuer to Johnne Calvynis epistle tis concerning the auld erll of Murray
Off the fals propheittis erll of Craufurd aud utheris
Hippocrites in Frenche The livis of the paipis be Platine
A litle buik of the chas

® Lapy Jane Grev.] Think not, tender-hearted reader, that I am about tv
rend thy bosom, or call forth thy admiration, by a bricf account of the parentage,
birth, education, and hapless end, of the Tue Lapy Jane Grey. No!—that
subject has been sufficiently well handled by able aud enlightened writers—and
from For to Hume thou shalt see the pith of all that is pertincnt and praise-
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. ' tllectual creature was destroyed when the axe of a Bigot
wmmnnded her body to be headless! What virtue of heart,
-: vht loveliness, both of mind and of outward form, was cut.

(
Yoo
t werthy, relating to this same 1LLUSTRIOUS PERSONAGE, in the pages of the
" -zvecent edition of the General Biographical Dictionary; vol. xvi. p. 316-27, by
"-. Mn Alexander Chalmers. I shall only here therefore pity the wretched fate
-of this incomparable young creature : for it should seem as if nature, willing to
—' the lovely work of her creation, had allotted her to the care of the most hot-
m and indiscreet of relatives and advisers. She was the unconscious and
gailtiess victim of the Duke of Northuinberland’s insane plans ; and her father,
,“Duh of Suffolk, wanted both sensc and courage to rescue her from the fate

"?f' ‘#ﬂl abviously bung over her. Looking at her later years, (for she died under
' ) and her match with the Earl of Guildford, one hardly knows how
;‘l‘ in terms of sufficient commiscration, the feeble, ridiculous, and per-

l' m path.in which both bride and bridegroom were compelled to walk! Had
"’h eapacity of the former been left to expand itself under the tuition of those
” already elicited such unquestionable proofs of her superior taste and
ﬂ-ﬁudmg—htd she been left unmolested within her dear study, and to her
" ‘¢ smyovED ooxs’ at Brodegate, under her paternal roof— what might not have
~%“Jopam: ogpected, and what would not have been realised, from talents so varied,
‘ tnmﬂ 30 admirable? It breaks one’s heart to read, how, in the mock
. ,m of making her a Queen~— her understanding and her conduct, her will
i - ﬂ bher deeds, were at such dircct issue with each-other : while, in her resigna-
: o to her fate, she evinced the firmuess of a martyr and the heavenly-mindedness
- gfgmintl -
( ." But of what am I here guilty? of running into the very strain of which, at
o the outset, I deprecated the indulgence. Fie upon it! and yet, look at the
mouu rraTe! Canst thou view such a figure, with such an accompaniment,
=" and wonder at its introduction within the pages of a Bibliographical Decameron!?
, =By the ¢ accompaniment’ I would be understood to allude to the illuminated
" BMesal, at bher right hand, from which she has been reading, and upon the
" rontents of which she is yet meditating. In sober truth, the Ludy Jane Grey is
& BIBLIOMANIACAL HEROINE of the very first class and distinction, Read
"Ascham’s Schoolmaster, (Benuet’s edition, 4to. p. 222) respecting her love
fof study in general, and of Plato’s Phado in particular. The passage has been
extracted a thousand times.® Indeed it is irresistibly interesting: but the

® It is shortly thus. Roger Ascham called upon the Lad’y Jane at her
father’s house at ﬁroadgute, and found her reading the ¢ Phedon” of Plato in the
original Greck. The Duke and Dutchess of Suffolk, with their household, were
hunting in the park. Ascham expressed his astonishinent that she did not join
the party. Whereupon she replicd that ¢ all their sport iu the park was but a
shadow to that pleasure which she found in Plato!” She then lamented what she
considered to be the depraved taste for hunting—thereby holding in contempt

all the rules and precepts of hier auncient sex Dame Juliana Berners !—and added,
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off —scarcely before the bud had fully opened, or the blose
som given indication of its expansion and beauty ! One
never thinks of the unmerited end of this Non-Pareille of

reader’s attention rust be here directed to & subject purely graphical. What is
the history of the accompanying exquisite portrait? Briefly thise—and remember
also, lover of graphic virtd, ’tis the oNLY LEGITIMATE PORTRAIT of Lady Jane
Grey that has yet been made public. The original is at Althorp, in the possess
sion of Earl Spencer, and measures about ¢ feet by 1 aud a half. It was painted
by Lucas de Heere, who succeeded Holbein, and is executed throughout with a
fidelity and tenderness very rarely occurring in pictures of that period in our
own country. Mr. Ottley, who examined the original with myself very carefully
before it went to the engraver’s, allowed that the general expression of the coun-
tenance, and of the mouth in particular, was much beyond what is usually seen
in the females of Holbein. For an account of De Heere, examine Walpole's
Anecdotes of Painters, vol. ii. p. 228, edit. 1786. Yet was De Heere old enough?

In the original the gown is velvet, of a ruby colour: and the cloke, and the
head dress are of black velvet: the necklace is gold, with amethyst and
emeralds: the hair, of a sandy colour: the sacramental cup, gold: the cloth
upon the table, green velvet and gold. Through the windows are seen, to the
left, the two adjoining spires—and to the right, the larger tower and spire—
of the churches of Leicester. The entire detail bespeaks the genuineness of
the picture ; giving us also a portrait of the very study in her father’s house,
where the accomplished student sat. After having examined the engraved
portraits of the same person, in Holland’s Heroologia and Larvey's Hist. of
England, as well as several other minor engravings, I have no hesitation in

that her fondness for study was owing to the gentle treatment which she exs
perienced from her tutor, Mr. Aylmer — who, instead, of the * pinches, nips
(not ¢ rips,’ as the Biog. Dict. hathit: see Schoolmaster, edit. 1571, fol. 11, rev.)
and bobs,” which she received from her ¢ sharp aud severe parents,’ taught ber
¢ gently, pleasmntli, and with fair allurcrents to learning.” Ascham adds; ¢ I
remember this talk gladly, both because it is so worthy of memory, and because
also it was the last talk that ever I had, and the last time that ever I saw that
noble and worthy Lady.” These are biographical touches that go directly to the
heart! Yet, methinks, the worthy Roger Ascham is a little prone to scandalise,
when he says that, during a long residence at Windsor castle, ¢ the Lady Jane
read more Greek in a day than some Prebendaries of that Church did Latin in
aweck.” Andreus, vol. ii. p. 59. ¢ Fie on’t, fie !’ When Sir John Gage, Constable
of the Tower, led this accomplished creature to execution, and desired some
token of her remembrance, ¢ she gave him her TABLE-BOOX, on which were
written three sentences on seeing her husband’s dead body: one in Greek,
another in Latin, and a third in English.” Hume, on the authority of Heylin,
p- 167. Thus, to the very last, she loved her Boox !

Her speech ou the scaffold is dctailed at length ip Holinshed’s Chronicles,
edit. 1577, vol. ii. p. 1732 : a speech, which caunot be read without admiration
of the simplicity and innocence of the sufferer, and astonishment at the unre-
lenting severity which brought her to the block. The issues of trials for High
Treason are uow somewhat different !
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&ccomplished young women of rank, without shuddering at
the cruelty of the edict which could have ¢ cut her off from
among the living' Had she been only permitted to have
matured, in her riper years, what her genius had prompted
her to plan when young—had she realised those vast and
delightful schemes connected only with the Bibliomania—
that is to say, had she kept up her correspondence with
Cheke and Ascham at home, and perhaps with more than
one illustrious scholar abroad—had she completed her folio
sets of the Greek and Roman Classics, (for Octavo Variorums
were then unknown) interspersed with some few choice and
exquisite volumes of devotions—and perhaps studiously
rejecting Romances* and corrupt Chronicles ...

assigning, to the ENGRAVING bere PuBLIsHED, the character of its being the
only legitimate portrait of Lady Jane Grey extant. All that have preceded it
have evidently only an ideal set of features, accompanied by an imitation of the
dress from Lucas de Heere, but representing rather 2 woman of five and twenty,
or thirty, than a beautiful and well-bred female under seventeen years of age.
Am I deceived >— or, do I hear a soft whisper, as if from the lips of a hovering
spirit, once inhabiting the bulky frame of the Reverend J. Granger, pronouncing
the word ¢ Riout’—It is even so ! Then, again, what if a softer whisper, from a
spirit once possessing a more etherial form, should say, ‘ Sucu I was!” Why
then, in either or both cases, there will be rare cutting out of this identical
portrait—but not, I trust, till each and every copy of the work, to which it
appertains, is the bond-fide property of the cutter out? Why am I compelled to
make this corollary ?

* studiously rejecting Romances.] In the time of Lady Jane Grey there was
a most rigorous attack made upon Romances by the able pen of Roger
Ascham. This, with other tirades which have now escaped us, probably led the
way to the love of allegorical fiction ; as exhibited in the writings of Spenser
and Sir Philip Sidney. By such a change we lost in dramatic effect what we
gained in a sickly and doubtful system of ethics. Ascham’s ¢ Schoolmaster,’
which is in truth an extremely diverting, as well as sensible and admirably
written performance, is vehement upon the topic of the Romaunce: but in his
Tozophilus he led the way to the more determined abhorrence of it expressed in
his Schoolmaster, ¢ In our father’s time (says he) nothing was read but books of
feigned Chivalry ; wherein a man by reading should be led to none other end
but only to manslaugter and bawdry. If a man suppose they were good enough
to pass the time withal, he is deceived. For surely vain words do work no small
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ArmaNsa. Methinks, however, this is not guite the per-
fection of bibliomaniacal reputation—Reject Romances and
Chronicles!?...

thing in vain, ignorant, and young minds, especially if they be given anything
thereunto of their own nature. These books, as I have heard say, were made
the most part in abbies and monasteries: a very likely and fit fruit of such an
idle and blind kind of living.’ Bennet, in quoting this (p. 254) refers to Huet’s
celebrated treatise upon the Origin of Romauces.

Ascham, in his Schoolmaster, maintains the same notion respecting the origin
of this species of literature, which is utterly destitute of foundation; and it is
not a little provoking to the numerous modern lovers of Morte I’ Arthur Litera-
ture, and to the publishers and possessors of the recent edition of Caxton’s text
of that once popular romance, (enriched by an Introduction and the notes of
Mr. Southey) to find old Roger thus descanting upon that same work : As one
for example La MorTe D’ARTHUR : the whole pleasure of which book standeth
in two special points—in open manslaughter and bold bawdry.”. . . ¢ this is good
stuff for wise men to laughe at, or honest men to take pleasure at; yet I know
wheu God’s Bible was banished the court, and La Morte d’Arthur received into
the Prince’s chamber. What toys the daily reading of such a book may work in
the will of a young geutlemau, or a young maid, that liveth wealthily and idly,
wise men can judge and honest men do pity. And yet (contiuves our Roger)
ten La Morte d’Arthurs do ot the tenth part so much harm as one of these
baoks made in Italy and translated in England. They open, uot fond and
common ways to vice, but such subtle cunning, new and diverse shifts, to carry
young wills to vauity, and young witts to mischief; to teach old bawds new
school-points, as the simple head of an Englishman is not able to invent, nor
never was heard of in England before, yea, when papistry overflowed all
Suffer these books to be read, and they shall soon displace all books of godly
learning. For they, carrying the will to vanity, and marring good maners,
shall easily corrupt the mind with ill opinions, and false judgement in doctrine ;
first to think ill of all true religion, and at last to think nothing of god himself;
one special point that is to be learned in Italy and Italian books.” And that
which is most to be lamented, and therefore more needfull to be looked to, there
be more of these ungracious books st out in print within these few months, than
bave becn secn in England many score years before ; and because our English-
men, made Italians, cannot hurt but certain persons, aud in certain places,
therefore these Italian books are made English, to bring mischief enough openly
and boldly, to all states, great and mean, young and old every where.” p. 254.
I find, howevcr, that the love of extravagant news (and peradventure of romaunt
reading) had been reprobated, even in verse, some four-score years before
Master Ascham took up his knotty cudgels to demolish works of feigned chivalry.
Thus, in that once popular poem ycleped The Hors, the Shepe, and the Goos, wa
bave the following admonition :
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Lysanpgg. Possibly I may be too strict in my ideal deli-
-neation : but at any rate there was a sort of severe or even
masculine tone of character in the studies of that illustrious
female—of whom we must now take our final adieu!—for
too much attention cannot be given to the siztcenth century,
and noblemen’s libraries without number * have been already

Beware of NouzLLIs that be new brought
Though they be plesant, loke fast thy lyppe
An hasty worde may be too sore bought
Close thy mouth leste thy tonge trippe.
Edit. Carton. fol. 14, rev.

From such a description of Romaunt Lore, by a contemporary, it is most
probable, as intimated by Lysander, that the Lady Jane ¢ studiously rejected
Romances.” Yet it must be remembered that Milton had serious thoughts of
making ARTHUR the hero of an epic poem ! Thus the author of the Schoolmaster
is at issue with the author of Paradise Lost.

® Noblemen’s Libraries without number.] As a specimen of what was probably
the usual character of great libraries of this period, the reader is presented with
an extract from a ¢ Catalogue of all and each the books in the possession of Lord
Stafford, at Stafford Castle, in 1556.” Mr. William Hamper, of Birmingham, a
zealous and friendly bibliomaniac, hath furnished me with this curious docu-
ment : the original of which is in his own possession, and from which he has
been pleased to extract ¢ all the English Books and Works priuted in England.’
The catalogue is thus entitled : ¢ Catalogus Gium et singulorii librorii apud Castric
Stafforde remanentii ab anno diii 1556.

Noia. Authores. Impressor. Locus. Temp.

‘Gramatica gallica, Joh. Pasgrave,  Jo. Hawkins, Lond. 1530
Grimatica Italica, Tho. Williams,  Jo. Berthelet, Lond. 1550
Sententie Pueriles, Joh. Herford, Lond. 1546
Colloquiora formule, Erasmi, Wikin de Word, Lond. 1522
Ortus vocabuloruy, Julianus Notarij, Lond. 1510
Dialogi, anglice J. Heywood, Jo. Berthelet, Lond. 1546
Donatio Constatini, anglice. Tho. Godfray, Lond.
Abridgmét of Polidor, Tho. Langley,  Rich. Grafton, Lond. 1546
Decades Petri Martiris, anglice, Guilielmus Powell, Lond. 1555
The Pastimes of the pepple,

The cronicles of Englond and other realmes,

Arithmetica Anglice, per Robarta Record, Reynold Wolfe, Lond.

The Shepardes Kalendar, Robert Redma,  Lond.

The Mirror of the World, Lauréce Andrew, Lord
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omitted in this rough and partial sketch. Even my old
favourite Tosy MarmEw—that good and truly praise.
worthy archiepiscopal Bibliomaniac—can only be mentioned
by name. ..

LozEnzo. Pray dispatch him not so quickly !

Lisarpo. I entreat only some few words—as sentences
cannot be expected—relating to him.

Lysanxper. Willingly., I must tell you therefore that
he is to be considered as the Founder of the Library of York
Cathedral.* He was passionately addicted to book-collecting;

Noia. Authores. Impressor. Locus. Temp,
The body of polycye, Joh. Skot, Lond. 1521
Cato cui Cométo, Winkin de Word, Lond. 1508
Parabol= olavi, Winkin de Word, Lond. 1523
Cato anglice, Tho. Berthelet, Lond. 1550
Rethorica Anglice, per leonard Coxe, Robert Redmi, Lond.

The comoditie of a encmie, Plutarch, Tho. Berthlet, Loud.

A tretise of morall philosophie, anglice, Withchurch, Lond. 1547
The fardle of facions, anglice, John Kinston, Lond. 1555
The booke of husbandri,  Fitzharbart, Ro. Redman, Lond.

The booke of surveying,

Xenophon of Houshold, Thomas Berthelet, Lond. 1587
The hoke of husbandry, Fitzharbart, Willia Midilts,

A booke of Grassing, Robert Weir, Lond.

The assice of bread and ale,

A booke for Karvers and Joiners, Antw.

A booke of Hawking and Hunting, Winkin Worde, Lond. 1532°
The great Herball, Peter Triveris Lond. 1525
The newe Herball, . W, Turnar, Steve Mierdma, Lond, 1551
The properties of Herbes, Willia Midelton, Lond. 1544
The names of Herbes, per W. Turner,  Joh. Day, Lond.

The judgmét of Urines, anglice, per lloyd, Richard Tottye.

The regiment of health, Andrew borde, Lond. 154
The Castell of Ilealth, eliote, cu aliis. Lond.

* Tosy Matnew—Founder of the Library of York Cathedral.] It was in
the summer of 1815, and during the journey to Durham described at page 229,
ante, that I made myself thoroughly acquainted with the bibliomaniacal repu
tation of Tosras MaTaEW, once President of my own college, St. John's ; afters

* This edition seems now to be unknown.
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and equally displayed, in the same glorious pursuit, a magni-
ficent taste and an unerring judgment. What think you,
Lisardo, of Erasmus’s Greek Testament, vroN VELLUM !?

wards Dean of Christ Church, Oxford ; then Dean of Durham ; anon, Bishop of
the same see ; and lastly Archbishop of York. What a cluster, therefore, of
ecclesiastical honours adorned the character of Toby Mathew, when living! —
and now, having been nearly two centuries in his grave, what are the relics
which tell of his former fame, and will always bespeak the attention and respect
both of the present and of the future race of human beings?! Answer; m1s
Lisrary. Hear THAT, ye venerable and wealthy Presiders over Bodies cor-
porate! But to my purpose. The reader will necessarily consult Drake'’s Anti-
quities of York,® p. 458, &c. for a full account of the ‘life, character, and beha~
viour ’ of this eminent archbishop. OQur business here is chiefly to touch the
bibliomaniacal chord : and first for a brief outline supplied by the present re-
spectable librarian of the Cathedral library, of the rise and progress of

York MixsTER VESTRY.

¢ The Foundation of the Present Library was the gift of the library of Arcusr.
Marnzw by his widow Frances Mathew. This magnificent present is called,
in the book containing the account of gifts to the library, “ Inmensam variamque
rei Literarim supellectilem e Museo Reverendissimi in Christo Patris ac Domini,
Domini Tobize Mathew, Archiepiscopi Eboracensis ®tcrn® memoriee viri.® The
number of volumes, according to Drake, was 3000. The next addition to the
library, of any considerable amount, was from Lorp Farrrax, of which the
following entry is preserved. * Ferdinando D. Fairfax Vice-Com. de Cameron
plares libros contulit tempore belli civilis,” ’

¢« Arcasisnor DovLBEN gave to the library by his widow, and his son Gilbert
Dolben, a present of books in the year 1686, consisting of nearly four hundred
volumes ; viz. onc hundred and forty-five folios, eighty-cight quartos, and one
hundred and fifty-one octavos. The library of the Revd. Marmapuxz
FormeroiLr, S. T. P. vicar of Kipwith in the East Riding, and a non-juror in
the reign of George the First, was added to the Minster library some time after
his death, which took place in the year 1731. This collection of books is nume-

® He will however be wofully disappointed in his ¢ consultation’ Never did
a reference to an authority beget such vexation and almost disgust: and never
will the curious reader sigh more ardently for a new edition—for the promised
magnificent republication with additions and embellishment worthy of the sub-
stratum—held out by the accomplished aud erudite editor of Thoresby. Draxz’s
Antiguities of York were published in the year 1736 : since which a better taste
in embellishments, and a more interesting and vivacious style of biography, have
ailed. Local antiqoities have also received more satisfactory illustration.
few cities, whether we consider the magnificence of its Cagedrn.l, or the
specimens of Roman and Norman art which remain, call more imperatively aloud
for & better record of its curiosities and treasures.
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Lisarpo. Transporting thought! but is it even so—or

do you ¢ mock me, fellow student ?*
Lysanper. I speak the truth. Visit the Cathedral

rous and valuable.* Besides these, other presents, of less amount in books, and
in money for the purchase of books, have been made at different times since the
foundation of the library; which now contains one hundred and eight manu-
scripts, and in printed books, as nearly as at present can be ascertained, about
six thousand volumes.’

To the preceding let me add, that the books in question are preserved in an
extremely handsome aud large gothic-built room (contiguous to the minster)
which bad been a ruin, serving as a stable and hay loft, when the restoration of
it, to its present beautiful aspect, was effected in 1806. ¢ There was sufficient
(says my friend, the Rev. Mr. Eyre, the present senior prebendary of the
Cathedrul) of the original to enable us to restore it to its exact primitive state,
except the roof, which is probably lower, and the battlements, which were copied
from the oldest parts of the minster, the original building being of the same ®ra.
It was formerly a chapcl annexed to the Archbishop’s palace, which was totally
destroyed some few hundred years ago.” The library is on the first floor; or
rather you approach it by a flight of stairs ; and the anti-room, through the door
of which you catch a glimpse of the western extremity of the book-room, is
remarkable for the neatness and brilliancy of its architecture. A noble stained
glass window occupics the western extremity, filled with the arms of the members
of the Cathedral, &c.: the light comes from the south side, from windows a
good deal clevated ; and the east and north sides are filled by the books, having
a slight gallery running along the upper part. The access to them is easy and
immediate. The catalogue is well digested, and the librarian, the Rev. Mr.
Dallin, is both obliging and competent in his office. What further can be
wished? Thou hast forgotten Toby Mathew — exclaims the biography-loving
reader. Hcre he is then, I reply.

¢ This worthy Prelate (says Granger, vol. i. p. 343) who had been an orna-
ment to the University of Oxford, was no less an ornament to his station in the
church, He hud an admirable talent for preaching, which he never suffered
to lie idle; but used to go from one town to another to preach to crowded
audiences. He Lept an exact account of the sermons which be preached,
after he was preferred; by which it appears that he preached, when Dean of
Durham, 721 sermons: when Bishop of that Diocese, 550: and when Arch-

* In Drake’s time it hud not been deposited in the Cathedral, but he thus
mentions it. ‘¢ And when the fine collection of the late Revd. Marmaduke
Fothergill comes likewise to be added to this library, as I have taken notice in
his life is so daiﬁed by his widow, it then may contain a body of MSS. espe-
cially in the English Ritual and Liturgical way, equal to most libraries in the
kingdom.’ p. 483.
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Library only, and promptly assisted in your researches by
the very obliging librarian who is constantly to be found at
his post, you shall quickly be gratified with the sight of that,

bishop of York, 721: in ell, nineteen hundred and ninety two sermons! In the
early part of his life, he was noted for his ready wit; and was equal, if not
superior, to Bishop Andrews, in the courtly faculty of punning’® He died
March, 1628, in the 82d year of his age: leaving nothing behind him in print
but a Latin Sermon against Campian, and a letter to James L' Granger, how-
ever, might have informed us that some of the Archbishop’s letters appear among
those of his son (Sir Tosie MartHew, whom he disinherited) published in
1660, 8vo. a scarce and interesting volume. Mr. Lodge, in his Itlustrations of
British History, has also given one or two. Consult also Surtecs, p. cxii.

But what bas the preceding to do with the Bibliomania? A minate’s further
patience, and then —* yes and then’— thou shalt know, book-passionately loving
reader, that almost all the older volumes in the Minster library were the property
of our Toby : and among them, think — first of all—of a veLLUM corY of the
second edition of Erasmus’s Greek Testament—so emphatically noticed in the
¢ Sixth Day’ of this Decameron : see vol. ii. p. 174. Then know, that all the earlier
Foreign Classics, in the library under description, have been submitted to the
eyes and the thumbs of the said Archbishop—and, of works connected with our
own Literature, what dost say to the Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose—and the
Churl and the Bird—each in Caxtonic types, and perfect? Eke, the Faite of Arms,
and a version of Cicero de Senectute (but each imperfect) in the same pictaresque
typographical attire? Pynson’s Dives and Pauper, imperfect: Treveris’s Poly-
chronicn—Ane Dialog betuir Experience and ane Courteour, §c. with the
Testament and Complaynt of our Souerane Lordis Papyngo, &c. (a perfect und
delicious copy!) Life of St. Werburg, by Pynson, (imperfect) and fine and
desirable copies of Sir Thomas More's Works, 1557, and Barclay’s Ship of Fools,

® < This Prelate (says Drake) is praised throughout the whole course of his
life for his great learning, eloquence, sweet conversation and bouuty : but, above
all, by Sir John Harrington and Mr. Fuller (both infected with the same kind of
wit) for what they term a chearful sharpness in discourse : which, says Sir John, so
sauced all his words and behaviour, that well was he, in the University, that
could be in the company of Tosy Marraew.” Eboracum; or the Hist. and
Antig. of the City of York, 1736, p. 458. Among the curious poetical stores
of Sir M. M. Sykes’s library, at Sledmere, I found the following verses: from
which it should seem that our bibliomaniacal Archbishop had a very general taste :
¢ Old King James did ne're drink better,
Worth the whisper in the eare
If Tosy Matuews had been there,
Specially the Ragouts and Sallats
Excellent for curious palates.’
Jornanda=from the Disrium or Journall, §c. in Burlesyue
Rhime or Drolling Verse, 1656, 12mo. p. 11,

VOL. I1IL s
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and of other exquisite book-gems also. O gallant Toby
Matthew, in what acceptable octavo tome are thy life and
labours disclosed ?

BeLinpa. We seem, I think, to get more and more into
the very marrow of bibliomaniacal history! Proceed: our
gratification increases in proportion to your recital.

by Cawood, 1570'!! Need I proceed with further indisputable and irrefragable
proofs of the true, proper, thorough-bred bibliomaniacal feelings and principles
which posscssed our Archbishop? Even Dr. Drake, after quoting Leland’s
eulogy of the earlier libraries of this Catledral before the xmth century, stops
at the name of Matthew with apparent delight—¢ I cannot find after this (aun.
1137) says he, that our Church was remarkable for a cullection of books; but
cuntiuued in the same state in which Leland says he found it—¢ill the great gift
of Mzs. MaTTHEWS Once more gave it the ¥ack oF A Lisrary, p. 483. Not
one of the foregoing bijoux however are noticed by the historian of York! but
he stops to congratalate himself and his readers on the acquisition of—Rymer's
Feedera—the gift of Dean Finch!!! What an ¢ art of sinking’ is this !

Let us now examine a few of the Archbishop’s books. The worthy Tobias
usually wrote in the title-pages of his books after this fashion :— copied from an
edition of the Policraticus of John of Salisbury of the date of 1513, 8vo.

Grn (F23bss moes Lucren.
Titi Il

When he was Archbishop of York his autograph was thus:—taken from a
Nonnus of 1527, 8vo.

TobIns .{fam'ci}'%

The library contains numerous testimonies of the respect in which our biblioma-
niacal Archbishop was held. Thus, in a ms. version of the New Testament by
Wicliffe, which had been formerly Queen Elizabeth’s—as her Majesty’s own

sutograph demonstrates—
Q%ef[

we have the following address to Matthew, written in the self-same volume:
¢ Ornatissimo Viro Dno Tobie Muttheo SSte. theologia professori Decano ecclesic
Cathedralis Dvnelm. dignissimo Fratri et symmyste suo plurimii semper venerando
Immanuel Bernersius multa et fulicia precatus secula obseruantic sue pignus DD.
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Lysanpge. Be patient, and expect not too much. The
opening of the seventeenth century saw a patron of literature,
in his way, in the example of the Scorisi MoNarcH ;* for

Calendis. Januarijs 1587’ And in a copy of Dr. James's Catalogue of the MSS.
in England, &c. 1600, 4to. is the following written dedication: being a presents.
tion copy by the author. We may admire the delicacy of the penmanship.

.E'j%z’o o} uﬂdﬁt’ey'
exerendo (){n-}g .@,ﬂz' rodecs

Z 2£o ymu.r Oxomo ‘“ém/a%
debits thonorss ﬂz"ayarwzm trge
2.2.2

‘/y.g. 150 .

There are several portraits of the Archbishop in existence. The hall of Christ
Church possesses onc, and there is another over the fire place in the library of
York Minster : as well as a portrait of Fothergill. In the present archiepiscopal
residence at Bishopthorpe, (as Mr. Eyre informs me) ¢ there is a portrait in
every respect superior to that in the Minster Library. The Archbishop has a
book before him, on whicl is written  Mors vitam nec aufert nec affert.” It is
undoubtedly an original, and not wholly without merit.” Of Engravings of our
archiepiscopal bibliomaniac, Granger meations one by R. E. (Renold Elstracke)
and sold by Geo. Humble in Pope’s Head Alley. This is now become very.
scarce and dear. Sir Mark Sykes possesses a fine impression of it. Another
print of him occurs in Boissard's Iconographia : but Dr. Waddelove, the present
Dean of Ripon, tells me that he had an etching of Toby Mathew and his wife,
which he gave to the present Archbishop of York. Drake has a plate of the
Archbishop'’s tomb: but such a plate! When one thinks of the engravings of
this kind put forth by Messrs. Britton, Neale, Wild, and especially those in the
county Histories of Surtees, Clutterbuck, Whitaker—but down, down rebellious
bile! Hear then it is quite fitting that we ¢ doff our bonnets’ to the illustrious
Tosras MarTaEw—a great preacher, a great punster, and (yet rarer virtue!) a
great bibliomaniac !

® in the example of the Scotise MoNarcH.] ¢ Jemmy the First’ hath had
ample justice done him in the amusing crown 8vo. tome relating to his literary
character, recently put forth by Mr. D’Isracli: and Mr. Gifford, in his pungent
notes to Ben Junson, will not suffer any one to doubt that monarch’s taste, or
to question his liberality of conduct——chiefly b our ¢ Jemmy’ shewed a
* downright proper feeling’ in regard to his beloyed Ben. I am not disposed to
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JEMMY, after all, (as Hume, I think allows him) seems to
have had as quick a fancy and ready judgment in literary

quarrel with this logic; but it should seem that the author of the Bibliomanis,
P- 369, had incurred the displeasure of the said editor of Ben Jonson—because
be felt a disposition to doubt the taste of the Scotch Monarch®—and, in con-
sequence, the taste of the said author, in turn (somewhat peevishly and un-
provokedly, methinks) has been designated as being confined to a mere love of
¢ large paper catalogues of libraries . .” I frankly own that in my foolish fondness
for ¢ large paper’ possessions, I had felt an inclination to avail myself of Mr.
Gifford’s admirable labours, set off by the greatest possible amplitude of
margin : bot this side-winded anathema against CHARTA MAXIMA, led me o
think that I was about to commit a very tasteless and censurable action: and
therefore Ben Jonson, by Mr. Gifford, rests upon my shelves, in small paper,
but very elegantly bound in white calf, with full-charged gilt back; (see the
virtue of this mode of binding jn vol. ii. p. 530) and I make no question that if
book-buyers and book-readers in general are as open to conviction as myself, not
a third part of the large paper copies of the new edition of Ben Jouson will travel
beyond the publishers’ shelves—to the great comfort and advantage of the said
publishers, no doubt—and to the subverting of an old and long established maxim
in bibliography and bibliomania, that large paper copies are more valuable than
small ! )

Mr. D’Israeli, evidently thinking differently from the author of the Bibliomania,
and proving his positions by curious facts and ingenious reasoning, passes along
without ruffling a feather of his predecessor. But let me ask him if he knew
that James had a sort of bibliopegistic mania? They will shew him, in the British
Muscum, a copy of Thevet’s Memoirs (but, unluckily, an imperfect and very in-
different copy) covered in the most curious and costly style of the art, craf, and
mystery of book binding—ugith the monarch's iritials and crest upon the same.
After all, however, Jemmy®was a bit of a pedantic coxcomb: and had such a
stomach for flattery, and high-flying phraseology, that one is at a loss to conceire
greater powers of digestion than he must have exercised, if he could have swallowed
the following exquisite morsel of incoherent and vapid rant, prefixed to * The
Second Memento for Magistrates,” 1608, 4to. (Italics have been carefully sub-
stituted after the fashion of the original.)
¢ Most Dread Sovereign,

¢ God which huth put the globe of this little world into the hands of your rule,
doth in the bottomlesse gruc\cs wherewith he hath imbrodered your scepter,
merite your thankefulest recognition of his divine goodnesse, in whose bosome
their spring ariseth, and oblige the Christian Nations of your kingdomes in
straightest bonds of loyaltie untv your sacred person, the next and immediate
conduit by which all happinesse is derived unto them.

# Cousult vol. vii. p. 140, for an ably-drawn character of James by Mr. Gifford -
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matters as most of the noblemen and gentlemen with whom
he came in contact. But we have no time to tarry at the
threshold of this same century: for DEan HoNEYwooD,
towards the middle or rather the conclusion of it, demands
our especial attention, and heartfelt tribute of respect. "The
life and actions of MicraEL HoNEYWOOD, Dean of Lincoln,*

¢ Your Highnesse religious affections to the service of G, experienced in those
effects of your royall desires with best offices to glorify his eminent and eternall
being, hath a most sure promise of blessings from the immortall rewarder of holy
workes, And for so much as your Majestic in your admirable wisdom studying
by all meanes to continuate the tranquill peace of the Gospell, hath seene it
necessarie to propose, and by intimation of your gratious pleasure injoyned one
uniforme order of worship due to God's divine excellencie. The subjects of your
dominions, whose toungs are the true witnessed of their, hearts, to acknowledge
that supresme Power which is iuexistent in your princely rule, will not faile by
their cheerefull obedience the &ue workemaister of happy state, to manifest their
religion to G. amd submission to your just command !

« If any through a wanton superfluitie of fancie shall disaccustome their devo-
tive actions from the traiue whereunto your lawes would rauge them: God shall
in time revealle better things unto their apprehension, and by their industrie,
whom your Majestie hath deputed for the administration of government from
them to that method of devotion which in the Prerogative of your wisdome is
prescribed unto all,

¢In meane time, I know he which shall oppose hirselfe against this evill, now
growne headdie by custome und suffrance of time, lyes open for the racket of
mallice to band him into the hazard of undoing, the thoughts whereof seconded
with the knowledge of my owne disabilitie, to write in a matter of so great
consoquence, had kept me resolute in my resolved silence, but that my private
conscience, and sorrowe to see this unnaturall distraction, wherein the body doth
refuse to follow the will of the head, counterpoized the validitie of all other
opposite respects and gave confid in your Majestie for my protection, who
baving nothing better then myselfe to bestow upon your Majestie, do with best
alacrity of spirit, devote and give my all, to be disposed at your Princely pleasure.

¢ God which ballanceth the times, prolong the time of your most glorious
Regiment, and so strengthen your sacred power in the coutinuance of that
upmatchable goodnesse, wherewith he hath honoured all your lives time, that
when the times of times shall come, wherein time shall be without time, you may

be received into his timelesse eternitie : .
Your Majestie’s faithfull subject
and humble servant, William Wilkes.*

* Micuaer Honeywooo, Dean of Lincoin.] It is pleasant to take in hand,
however feebly and wisuccessfully executed, the memoirs of a man, ouce
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are little known. Even the living partakers of his biblio-
maniacal bounty, the prebendal inmates of that venerable
and exquisite cathedral, who, perdie, occasionally walk the

renowned and respected in his day—but now so completely forgotten, as to have
been overlooked in a General Biographical Dictionary of 32 honestly and ably
filled octavo volumes. Such has been the fate of Michacl Honeywood ; formerly
Dean of Lincoln, and a scholar and bibliomaniac of no mean calibre. His life
was singularly locomotive ; as the reader will find from the following brief
memoir, in a letter addressed to me by Mr. Edward James Willson, of Lincoln;
8 zealous, intelligent, and truly commendable antiquary—burning with all the
ardour of a young man pretty evenly balanced between the years of twenty and

thirty. Thus writes Mr. Willson.
Lincoln, 27th May, 1817.

¢ Dear Sir,

¢ Your application respecting Dean Honeywood had not been forgotten, but
my avocations had been so numerous that I never could sit down till lately to a
thorough grub amongst my papers, and the worthy Dean’s memoir had not yet
been taken expressly in hand for my own collections. The packet of letters in
the Dean and Chapter’s records, does not contain so much information as I had
promised myself. The earlier oncs are dated about the period of his ejectment
from the University ; the latter when he was Dean of Lincoln; both chiefly on
business, and furnishing nothing more than dates of his preferments, &c. with
testimonies of the very high estiiation he was held in by his friends. Old Dean
Bainbrigg writes to him from Cbrist's College, Cambridge, in 1643, of which
house he was master and Honeywood a fellow, the latter being then at Leyden
in the Low Country ; he solicits him to return, and not to stay abroad beyond his
time ; and after speaking of the political troubles apprehended, the plague then
in Cambridge, his own old age and infirmities, assures Honeywood of his affec-
tion, and wishes him to be his successor in the mastership of the College, if
possible. Dr. B. also mentions his (Honeywood’s) purchase of books abroad,
and his vasT sToRENOUSE. In 1645, Dr. Bainbrigg was still in possession of
his dignity, and kept Honeywood’s chamber, as fellow of the College. His letter
is addressed to Mr. Pepys’s, ncar St. Bride's in Fleet-Street, though Honeywood
was then abroad, T think. In 1646, the Commissioners at Leicester write to the
master aud fellows of Christ College, desiring them to preseut a pious, faithfull,
and constant minister, to the parsouage of Rickiworth (or Kegworth in Leicester-
shire) then worth about 260l per annum; in the room of Mr. Michael Honey-
wood who bad been absent and non-resident for almost three years. In answer
“to this, Dr. Bainbrigg writes the same month, May, 1646, excusing the in-
cumbent, and pleading for him, with high commendations ; stating how he had
repaired his parsonage with intention of kecping residence, but bad retired
through apprehension of the troubles then imminent—and in the end requesting
wme delay for him. Hc was however superseded by Dr. More (whether at
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floor «f Honeywood's lengthened book-visto—are not exactly
aware of the measure and extent of their bencfactor’s
virtues! He may be called the precursor of More, Bishop

first or not, I cannot find) who was in possession 1660, when Dr. Sanderson,
then Bishop of Lincoln, endeavoured to negotiate for his continuance. This is
nearly all that can be picked out of these letters, which have disappointed me.
Dr. H. was certainly possessed of the highest esteem of his friends. Bishop
Sanderson writes to him in terms of warm friendship, as do Dr. Bainbrigg, W.
Power, an ¢jected fellow of Christ College, the Bishops of London aud Worcester,
&c. His epitaph contains good information. His family were seated at Mark’s-
Hall in Essex, where his grand-mother the famous old matron died—he bad &
brother Sir Thomas, I believe, and another. He staid abroad, it appears, from
1643, till the Restoration iu 1660. Dr. Honeywood was not a mathematician,
I take it; but was more addicted to the study of divinity, logic, and such pur-
svits. Dr. Crakenthorp was assisted by him in his work upon logic, and Bishop
Sanderson was famous for that sort of learning. Of the building our library,
and the books he gave to it, I will send you particulars. It seems strange that
goch a man should have remained unknown, in a manner, to the public so long.
How to get any farther memoirs of him I do not know ; the records of his College
might do something, and more might probably be had from his family, still
existing in Kent or Essex. I should be glad to hear if you can make any thing
farther out about this worthy man, and regret my assistance should be so !light,
but you have all I know.’

Let us say ¢ thanks’ for the same. The name of HoNeywoop, both in
parliamentary and other annals, is too well known and respected to stand in
need of perticular illustration in the present place. The late member of Kent
was a lineal descendant of the quondam Dean of Lincoln, of whom this capacious
note treats. Lysander talks of the Dean’s ¢ sweetness of disposition——~beaming
countenance.” Look at the oPPosITE PLATE, gentle reader! Does it not attest
the accuracy of Lysanders criticism ? It doth: and yet, prettily and skilfully as
it is stippled, and ably as the drawing for such plate was executed, the original,
by Cornelius Jansen, is very much superior in force of expression and truth of
design. But it has been injured in cleaning. The sharp, rectangular touches,
and the rich and mellow glow of colour, which once gave it almost the animation
of the original, have been blunted and rendered comparatively tame and feeble
by the empiricism of  the art of restoring.’ It was in the autumn (I think) of
1813, and in the chapter house of Lincolu Cathedral, that I first saw the
interesting portrait here described, resting against the central shaft which
supports the roof of that beautiful room. The bouvks were then brought into the
same place~lying promiscuously upon the stone-floor—and a pile of vellum MSS.
the farniture of the old cathedral library, rose, to my right, like s towering
membranaceous mouutain! Within three hours from my entrance, I laid that
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of Ely, in the latter part of the same century; and with a
mind teeming with Aldinc and Frobenian intelligence, and
a taste awakened to the purer influence of the fine arts, he

mountain low! Church-Rituals, Fathers, Bibles, a slight sprinkling of History,
formed its chief contents. But the Dean’s portrait! Well—upon gazing at it,
¢ this fine fellow (“ thinks I to myself”) shall be in a certain Bibliographical
Decameron, accompanied by a brief description of his library.” And ¢ sure
enough bere they both are!’

Now then for the Lisrary: for the Custons, and Wynkyns, and Pynsons,
and Copelands, and Redmans! Hence, vain mockery! delusive fiction! tantalis-
ing imagery! What—am I sporting with the reader’s feeling?! By no means.
The grub becomes a chrysalis : the chrysalis puts on wings ; and away she flies, in
giddy and transporting evolutions, midst the morning sun-beams! Thus the
fore-mentioned dark and dingy typographical grubs—upon which no eye ever
¢ vouchsafed a look > — which all thurubs instinctively shunned — and in whose
solitary retreat the echo of no footstep was heard—have, owing to the incompa-
rable good policy and sound sense of the Guardians of the Library, become
transmuted into shapes and substances more capable of affording general infor-
mation and general delight!==and the book-wealth of Dean Honeywood shines
in splendour not originally its own — ¢ aurea non sua poma!® A very naughty
report is current that a raisonné catalogue, in the manner of Linnzus, of some
of the grubs just mentioned, was privately printed and circulated under the title
of the Lincolne Nosegay . .. but we are really losing sight of Sir Christopher
Wren's room, expressly built for the reception of Dean Honeywood’s Library.
That room measures about 110 feet by 25: and the Dean’s portrait is placed at
the right hand upon entering. The collection of books is general and scholar-like ;
and among the old poetry, there is a clean and capacious copy, in a ¢ kiver of
perchmente,’ of Jemmy the First’s ¢ Pocticall Erercises at vacant houres,’ with his
¢ Lepanto,’ and the French version, each printed by Waldegruve, at Edinburgh,
in 1591." Delicious, crics HonTrnsivs —would that I had chosen the mid-
land circuit! Yet, listen further, brave Hortensius. Also within ¢ kivers of quhite
perchmente,’ in quarto, are to be scen 1. Peplus lilust. Vir. D. Phil. Sidnai,
Ozxon, 1587 ; 2. Threnodia, &c. Funercal verses upon the death of the right
worshipful Sir Edwd. Lewkenor, Knt. and Madame Susan his Lady. With
Death’s Apologie, and a Rejoinder [note that, my Hortensius !] to the same, 1606 :
8. Justa Edovardo King naufrago, &c. Cantab. 1658 : 4. Obsequics to the memorie
of Mr. Edvard King, 1638 : (the last is the earliest iropression of Milton's
famous Lycidas.) 5. Jonsones Firbivs, or the Memorie of Ben Johnson revived
by the Friends of the Muses, 1638 : 6. Lucrece, by William Shakspeare, London,
1594 : First EpiTioN: 7. The Rape of Proserpine, by Leonard Digges, Gent.
1617: 8. Hero and Leander begunne by Christopher Marloe and finished by
George Chapman, 1617.—All thesc in one quarto parchment covered tome:
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travelled abroad and purchased books on the one hand, and
on the other employed Sir Christopher Wren to design the
plan of a library worthy of the treasures to be deposited
therein. His portrait, as painted by Cornelius Jansen, and
now suspended in the same library, beams with the expres-
sion of that swectness of disposition, and cultivation of
intellect, which eminently marked the original.
Contemporaneous with Honeywood,and ultimately Bishop
of what may be called the sister see, Durham, lived Jorn
Cosiv :* the most determined of bibliomaniacal prelates.

while, of a duodecimo form, and covered in the same manner, are to be found
the Statelie Tragedic of Guistard and Sismond —the Northern Mother’s Blessing,
&c. 1597 : the Scourge of Villanie, 1598. Virgedemiarum, or Hall’s Satires, both
with, and without teeth, 1599 ; with a duplicate of cach. The preceding may
serve to shew that, in his pursuit after logic, and history, and belles-lettres, the
worthy Dean Honeywood did not disdain to disport himself with the literature
of the age of Elizabeth and James. Of some of the MSS. both in this, and in the
libraries of Durham and York, we shall spcak anon. Meanwhile gaze, curious
reader, upon a fac-simile of the initials of the Dean’s name—as usually inserted

in the titles of his books. ‘ |

® Joun CosiN—Bishop of Durham.] Let me just suppose that the reader may
not have forgotten the mention of the name and bibliopegistic oddities of this
glorious episcopal Bibliomaniac, in the Eicutn Day of our Decameron : see
vol. ii. p. 502-4. The mention, here alluded to, concluded thus: ¢ The reader
perhaps longs to make further acquaintance with him. .. all in good time.” The
¢ time’ however is come when such acquaintance should be mellowed into
friendship : and here then let us press forward to shake hands with the Boox-
Hero under disquisition.  First of all let it be allowed that a full and goodly
notice is taken of Bishop Cosin in the General Biographical Dictionary, vol. x.
p. 289-296 : but it is to Mr. Surtees’s History and Antiquities of the County
Palatine of Durham, vol. i. p. cvi-cxiv—again, p. clxis-v—that we must all
resort for a more detailed and satisfactory account of this very singular and
admirable Bishop. A fine portrait of hiro, (the gift of the present venerable and
munificent Bishop of Durham) from the buriu of Scriven, adorns the latter pages
of this volume. But our Bishop is here designated as ¢ singular’— and, in the
pages before referred to, he has been called ¢ fidgetty —appellatives, somewhat
impertinent, methinks ! By no means : they mark the qualities which frequently
are to be found iu characters of the very noblest stamp. My commentary shall
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In other respects, also, Cosin was a glorious fellow : for his
firmness, his integrity, his benevolence, his simplicity of head
and heart, his uniformly open and manly conduct, mark

prove the truth of my text. Let us begin then by observing that, like Lavp,
Cosin had a passion for the respectability of external forms and appearances in
the execution of religious duties: in other words, he had a right and proper
taste in these matters—for he loved to see his bibles coated in morocco, and his
altars covered with velvet. Nor did he think the Almighty would consider those
bands the less pure which grasped a curiously-embossed sacramental cup, or
those hearts the less susceptible of scriptural consolation which glowed during the
performance of divine service according to the letter and spirit of the Cuunca
or ENcLAND!—Also, like Laud, he did not escape the imputation of Popery for
such predilectious.

Our Bishop lived, a contemporary with Honeywood, in very ticklish times :
but ¢ Cusin’s conduct (says Mr. Surtees) during seventeen years of exile was the
best refutation of the aspersions which had been cast upon him from a supposed
attachment to the Church of Rome. Assailed by argument and by sophistry,
with poverty on one hand and offers of splendid preferment on the other, an
exile in a foreign land, he defended his own principles, confirmed those of his
wavering brethren, and adhered, not only to the profession, but to the ceremo-
nials and discipline of the English Church, with exemplary boldness and fidelity.’
See p. cviii-ix, and the interesting notes appended thereto. At length came the
Restoration ; and with it Bishop Cosin was raised to the see of Durham. Hear
Mr. Surtees, yet a few further minutes ; ¢ Bishop Cosin was received in his
diocese with respect and affection. Twenty years of poverty and privation bad
not taught him to forget the true use of riches; and, amongst the very many
liberal and high-minded prelates who had held the see of Durham, the name of
Cosin stands eminently distinguished for munificence and public spirit.’... ¢ He
restored the service of the Cathedral of Durham to its original splendour and
purity, reforming the various irregularities which had been admitted into the
church during the Usurpation, and anxiously pressing, at his several visitations,
the repairs of the fabric, the restoration of the ancient discipline, and the com-
pletion of the full number of the Minor Canons and Choir of the Cathedral,—
Yet once more : ¢ Towards the Gentry of the county he exercised a noble and
unremitting hospitality ; and, whether he was present or absent, the gates of his
castle stood always open as a place of rest or entertainment for the Royal Commis-
sioners, and other great officers who passed betwixt England aud Scotland.” p. cx.

We must here pass slyly and quickly over the Bishop® first entertainment
given to the Judges in his castle— so amusingly sct forth by Mr. Surtees — (in
which we perceive ¢ Mr. Sober, of Newcastle,’ is paid ¢ 50 12s. for 3 dozen of
botles with Canary, botles and corkes included, and 2s. cariage’==—¢ Michall
Oliver, for mutton, veale, and other butchers meate, 6l. 6s. 10d.~—and * his man,
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him, in the annals of Durham Prelates, as a character
richly deserving of all the notice and all the eulogy which
have been bestowed upon him. Mr. Surtees has indeed, in

for going to Auckland for the venison, 1s. 6d.”— also, ¢ Mr, Thomas, for West-
falia hams, ueett’s tongues, and 2 Holand cheses, 2l. 4s. 9d.—¢ Mr. Greue, of
Newcastle, for sweete meats, wett and dry, 9l. 8s. and eke * For 2 dozen botles
of sacke from Franckes (13 quarts and a half) 1L 7s. ¢ for a tun of Franch wine,
20L the carrige home with the porterig at Newcastle, and taking it out at Darbam
11l. 2s. 6d. ¢ for rose-watter, three bottels from Newcastle, 7s. 6d.” * for 16 geese,
and bringing them home, 17s. . . . but cease — what are your Rozburghe Club
dinners compared with such repdsts?) and hasten at once to the account of his
bibliomaniacal career : premising, that Mr. Surtees hath thought fit to bespeak
¢ a copious account of the conteuts of the Bishop's library, with several interest-
ing extracts from his letters, in the [present] Bibliographical Decameron.’ The
truth is, that for whatever entertainment the reader may receive in the n1srio-
MANIACAL BANQUET about to be set before him, he is almost exclusively
indebted to the said courteous and intelligent gentleman ; who hath kindly
rummaged the huge folio volumes of original MSS, of Cosin, for the information
about to be cunveyed. Mr. Surtees however has properly remarked in his His-
tory, p. cx, p. b, that ¢ the Bishop’s great auxicty for THE COMPLETION oF HIs
Lisrary, as well as the storing it with buoks, appears in his private correspon-
dence with his secretary, Miles Stapylton, Esq. of which four interesting volumes
are preserved at Auckland, There is scarcely a letter of the Bishop’s in which
he does not urge the purchasing of books, the completion of the classical cata-
logue, or other arrangements. All small fees on institutious, &c. he repeatedly
desires may be paid in books to the library, and he frequently enters, con amore,
into all the minutiz of binding, lettering, and the disposition of the shelves and
presses.’ Thus far the printed pages of Mr. Surtees. Now for the correspondence
alluded to—from which, I submit, that the ¢ singularity * and ¢ fidgettiness* of the
said excellent Bishop—mingled with somewhut of testiness—are indisputably ma-
nifest. Lysander has properly called the atteution of his audience to the Bishop's
baving set his heart upon a perfect copy of the Tractatus Tractatuum!—that
moderate and entertaining work, in 28 ponderous folio tumes, eclipsed only in
extent by the Acta Sanctorum : see vol. i. p. 81.
¢8ir, My Lord commands me to tell you what he paid Mr. Houser for ye
chappell plate, which was 9s. an oz. for the gilt plate, which is a great price ;
but he may well deserve it if he makes the booke covers indifferent thinue ; for
if be makes them thicke and massie, he may afford them better for 5s. an oz. than
be can thinne for 10s.; and if you do not look well to him he will make them as
heavie as he can, that being paid by the os. he may advance the price. Mr.
Alderman Blackwell is a good judge—he (Houser) is a good workman but deere
. Mr. Arden to Mr. Stapylton, from Auckland, Nov. 27, 1662.
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his noble County History of Durham, done him ample
justice—but his bibliomaniacal celebrity, as alluded to by
Lisardo in the ExcaTr Dav,(and as expected to be enlarged

Mr. Arden to Mr. Stapylton, 25th July, 16683, fro Durha Castle.
¢ My Lord desires you to go to the Kings Armes unear Holborne [this about
another business] and to find out a little book of the description of the Lowe
Countries not in mapps or bounders but of their customs and manners one yt
mocks and makes bold to jest with them. It came out about twelve years since.’

Bp. Cosin to Myles Stapylton.
¢ If you can get no more than 351. for Tractatus Tractatunm I know no other
way to be taken but to make yourselfe sure of so much money, and my owne
purse or other provision to supply the rest. Jan. 27, 1669.

¢ Mr. Wrench’s 10l and all the rest of the money provided for the library was
laid cut and paid a good while since for books bought and lately sent or reserved
here to be sent unto it. If you have got but 20L for Tractatus Tractatuum, wee
shall want 40l more and it is well that you are about to do your diligence for
the getting in of that sum, wbich if it be not done or undertaken the sooner the
booke which is much sought after and rare to be had will be sold away to others.
Jan. 18, 1669-70.
¢ I heare nothing from you of any hopes you give me to have my [ibrary
furnished with Tractatus Tractatuum for which Scut the Bookseller Liere demands
60l. Dec. 18, 1669. [Concerning Scott, see Bibliomania, p. 409.]
¢ Mr. Scott is now returned out of France and Holland with a great many
good books among which is Albertus Magnus in 21 vols. the Bizantine Hist.
in 11 or 12 vols. Scotus in 13 vols. Panormitan in 5 vols. and Tractatus Trac-
tatuum in 28 vols. I wish wee could get money either by coutributions or dis-
posing of patents and offices to purchase them. Dec. 23, 1669.’

¢ I wish — the Parson of Sedgefield were moved to give some contribution to
the Public Library so that — wee might get the Tractatus Tractatuum to be put
into it, with some other good books of a lesser value to bear it company, Galen
or Scoutus or Atlas Major. Dec. 4, 1669.

¢—The specimen written of the intended Classical catalogue is here sent you
for him (Tho. Blakiston) though he needs it not having skille enough to doe it
without any such patterne ; but hee figgs and wallows up and downe only to get
time and be lazy. Jan. 21, 1670.

Bishop Cosin to Mr. Stapylton.

¢ I pray you set your minde upon my resolution for the additional roome to
my library, and set John Langstaffe out of hand to prepare all things requisite
and set on all his severall sorts of workmen—my minde is much set upon this

roome to have it as usefull and as handsome as the other great library is. Aug.
27, 1670. .

~
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upon by myself) remains to be yet more thoroughly known.
Cosin was a prelate who spared neither cost nor pains in the
completion of a most admirable collection of books. He was

¢ If you can get uothing of Mr. Gordon for the library wee must be content
to let aloue ; but I would have you take all advantages for augmenting the stock
of it and now we are at it ... ..
of Tractatus Tractatuum and the common lawe bookes and that in winter the
bookes shoald be all rubbed once a fortnight before the fire to prevent moulding,
Oct. 18, 1670.

The Bp. to M. Stapylton, Esq.

‘ You give me an account of the new roome added to the library; but an
account 0 hard and obscure, that it is not possible for mee to understand it. I
never heard before of two doores in that new roome to be set opposite one
against another. The entrance out of the great library into that new roome I
ordered and repeated it more than once; and gave you strict charge to look to
it, was to be made between the two presses of the Greek and Latin Fathers:
at the backs of which two presses, the other two were to be placed in the new
roome exactly, and if this be not done, nothing is done: I understand not a
syllable of what you write concerning two dores in the new roome which you
say are not directly opposite to oue another, neither can I devise where that
opposite door should stand or be made then in the new roome.” May 25, 1671.

Two days afterwards, the Bishop writes thus : urging the completion of his
catalogue. ¢ When you told me in your last letter that the new library room
was finisht I expected also to heare somewhat from you of the promoting or
finishing of the Catalogue of my Bouks by T. B. (Tho. Blakiston) but when you
say nothing of it from weeke to weeke it troubles me not a litte.

¢ The inside of my library that is the top of it and the forme of a press was
drawn by James Hull who had it left in his hands to worke by, I desired no
more but that, and now it is no great matter whether any new draught be made
orno, The windows and the doors were ready drawn in that modell which
stands in my study and John Brasse is not well in his witts to aske 5. for
makiog a new draught. Dec. 11, 1669, to Stapylton.

I make no apology to the bibliomaniacal reader for the length and character
of these extracts, which seem to have come from the worthy Bishop, ¢ warm from
the heart and faithful to its fires.” They are indeed singularly amusing, and
dearly establish the points before conteuded for. Blakiston left the catalogue
unfinished, when at the letter D, to run away with the Bishop’s daughter. The
library of Cosin yet exists, and is preserved on the Castle Green of Durham.
The printed books are not of any especial calibre, either for curiosity or extent ;
and I cannot just now charge my memory whether the Tractatus Tractatuum
(which appears to have almost turned the Bishop’s wits !) be to be found therein.
I remember a vastly estimable copy of a duodecimo English Testament, printed
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also equally active and minute in all his arrangements: in
the number and size of his shelves—the quality and colour
of his bindings—the character and condition of his books—
and a perfect copy of the T'ractatus Tractatuum seemed to
be the summit of his bibliomaniacal ambition ! When visit-
ing, (for prelates yet visit—and with perfect propriety, let
me add—for you know my aversion to puritanical seclu-
sion) amidst the fashionable circles of the metropolis, Cosin
never lost sight of (as prelates never should) the progress

abroad, without date, in the black letter, about the middle of the x vith century:
and, among the MSS., some of a curious and important character: to wit, the
original of Simeon of Durhame—Chaucer’s Troilus and Cressida, apparently of
the early part of the xvth century: the Catonis Disticha, like Caxton’s impres-
sion of the Catho Purvus: the Latin distichs being in red, and the English in
black ink: apparently more copious than Caxton’s: at the end, there is a
metrical life of St. Margaret, executed in the same gothic character, and also &
prose life of Mary Magdalene. Could Caxton have ever executed these two
latter? Besides these, there is a curious old French metrical romance, apparently
of Orgier Le Danois (not known in such a character) and Charlemagne : ending
¢ Explicit danscynde cartaigne.’ A small duodecimo MS. of the Philobiblon, appe-
rently of Richard Bury's time, bound with other tracts, and Lidgate’s Metrical
History of Thebes, &c. And now, reader, methinks it is high time to say
¢ Farewell’ to Bisnor Cosin. Let us however just attend him in his latter
moments. ‘ He had been long afflicted with the stone and strangury ; and even
as long before his death [he died on the 15th of January, 1671] as 1667, when
be persisted in visiting his diocese, though under the pressure of severe iliness,
he was obliged, during the whole journey, to leave his coach, and be carried
through every paved town in a sedan chair. To these complaints was at last
added a pectoral dropsy, which proved fatal in his 78th year.’

¢ His chaplain, Basire, gives a circumstantial account of his last hours. After
recciving the sacrament from William Flower, his domestic chaplain, and * being
o near unto death that he could not kneel, he then devoutly repeated often that
part of the penitent prayer of King Menasses, * Lord, I bow the knee of my
heart.” Having often reiterated his invitation of Christ in the words of the Spirit
and of the Church, Lord Jesus come quickly, his last act was the elevation of his
hand, with this his last-ejaculation, « ."— wherewith he expired without
pain, according to his frequent prayer, that he might not dye of a suddain or
painful death. Such was his Eviavacia, and I pray God for every one of us,
that from heart and mouth our last breath may prove like that of our late
Bishop.” Basire, 89. Surtees, p. cxnr,
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and well doing of the Diocesan Library —if I may so
designate it. A cruel stroke however awaited him. While
the worthy Bishop kept up a pretty warm correspondence
with his secretary, Stapylton,and was reproaching Blakiston,
his librarian, for the'slow progress made with the Catalogue
of his Books, lo and behold, the said librarian was win-
ning the heart of the Bishop’s daughter! — and instead of
completing the letter D, in the said catalogue, (as the Bishop
was urging him to do) he thought of completing only the
love-schemes which he had laid —and of setting off, at a
tangent, with Miss Burton Cosin! Yet Blakiston proved
in the end to be an unprincipled rogue.

ArmaNsa. Did the Bibliomania necessarily lead to this
romantic result ?

Lisarvo. No, indeed: for if the librarian had minded his
catalogue he would not have ¢ bethought him’ of enacting
the part of Jason

Lysanper. In other words, you suppose that he pre-
ferred chronicling the charms of his Medea to registering the
pieces in the T'ractatus Tractatuum!?

Lozenzo. Perhaps the gentleman would not be singular
in such a preference ; but the Bishop was doubtless a little
lax or short-sighted. Proceed, however.. .

Lysanper. Well, what would you have? We have
dispatched, on a former occasion, another episcopal biblio-
maniac of the name of MorE,* of a yet possibly greater

® episcopal bibliomaniac of the name of More.] Consult the Bibliomania,
p- 419. Through the book-ardour and kindness of Earl Spencer, I am enabled
to add a piquant secoud course to the banquet already spread before the reader,
touching the said ¢ bibliomaniacal Bishop.” It is nothing more or less than a
List or Caxrons 1~ Bisuor More’s Croser
in the Public Library of the University of Cambridge- Such a ¢ set out’ of
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book-appetite than Bishop Cosin; and we might indeed
here add the names of Laup and TENISON* as appertaining

CaxroN1AN p1suEs hath been rarely exhibited to the sparkling eye and voracious
appetite of a devourer of black-letter ancient English lore. Les voila!

Game of Chess, 1474. Catho Parvus
The Royal Book, 1484. Mirrour of the World, 1480.
(Three copies—111) (Caxton me fieri fecit.)
Boke of Goode Maners, 1487. Mirrour of the World, 1480.
Dictes, &c. of the Philosophres, 1477. (Without colophon.)
(Imperfect.) Cordyale, 1480.
Doctrinal of Sapience, 1489. Zneid of Virgil, 1490.
(Two copies : one perfect, the other  Faytes of Armes and Chivalrye, 1489.
imperfect.) Chastising of Goddes Children.
Recueil of the Histories of Troye. Book of Fame.
(Two copies, imperfect.) Polychronicon, 1482.
Confessio Amantis, 1483, (bad copy.)  Chorle and the Birde.
Knight of the Tower, 1484. Horse, Govse, and Shepe.
Chronicles and Description of Englonde, (Two copies: one imperfect.)
1480. Temple of Glass.

Godfrey of Boulonge, (two copies.) Temple of Bras.
Speculum Vite Christi, (three copies.)  Treatyse of John Skoganm, &e.

Catho Magnus, 1483. Orologuim Sapientie.
The ¢ Temple of Bras® has been wholly overlooked in my edition of Herbert,
vol. i. p. 506.

® Lavup and Ten1son.] I consider Arcupisnor Laup to have been a biblio-
mauiac of the very first calibre. The Bodleian Library owes a very great por-
tion of her choicest treasures of Oriental literature to the munificence of this
Archbishop, and my own college rauks him among her greatest Benefactors. Of
his printed buoks we know less than of his MSS.: see some account of him in
the Bibliomania, p. 391. There is a plcasing anecdote of his perch-like spirit in
biting at any brilliant hint or proposition, relating to the promotion of literature,
told in the Letters by Eminent Persons, &c. 1813, 8vo. Sir Kenelm Digby
writes thus to Dr. Gerard Langbaine.® ¢ As I was one day waiting on the late

® I have great pleasure in subjoining the note attached to the name of Laxc-
BAINE, in the work abcve quoted : not unumixed, however, with a justifiable
portion of self-satisfaction, I trust, from the similarity of language held at page
421 of the Bibliomania. * GErarp LANGBAINE ¢ beloved of Usher, Selden, and
the great Guliahs of Literature,” was Fellow and afierwards Provost of Queen’s
College, and Keeper of the University Archives. It is said to have been his
intention not only to make a perfect CaTaroGue oF TuHE Books 1v TRE
BopLeraN LiBrARY, and to class them according to their subjects, but to incor-
porate into it all those in the PRIvATE Lisraries of the different Colleges,
which were wanting in the public, so that it might be scen, at one view, what
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to characters not a little infected with the passion of which
we are discoursing ; and as, in many other respects, entitled
to particular admiration ; while, descending among the Laity,

King, my master, I told him of a collection of choice Arabic Manuscripts I was
sending after my Latin ones to the University. My Lord of Canterbury, (Laud)
that was present, wished that they might go along with a parcel that he was
sending to St. John’s College : whereupon I sent them to his Grace, as Chancellor
of the University, beseeching him to present them in my name to the same
place where he sent his . . . The troubles of the times soon followed my sending
these trunks of books to Lambeth-house, and I was benished out of the land,
and returned not till my Lord was dead ; so that I never more heard of them.
Nov. 7, 1654, vol. i p. 3. I cannot believe the story told in vol. iii. p. 540
of the same work—respecting Laud’s suppressing the printing of the second part
of Spelman’s Glossary, ¢ which began at M. where there were three M's that
scandalised the Archbishop—Magna Charta, Magnum Consilium Regis, and . ..’
This requires better authority than the loose dictum of Ashmole.®

Of Tenisox, another bibliomaniacal Archbishop, and of Canterbury also, one
is never tired of speaking in commendation. ¢ Take him for all in all,” his like
will rarely be looked upon again. He conciliated all parties and all sects; and,
with the purity of Secker, had perhaps greater munificence of soul. He lived
also in times more calculated to ruffie the equanimity of a Christian. His patronage
of Kennet shews that he was made ¢ of the right stuff.’ The distribution of his
property, when living and when dead, was such as to reflect eternal credit upon
the memory of the owner. The reader shall see that he was not unmindful of

books there were in Oxford on any subject. The design, however, was never
carried into execution,” p. 1. Will ¢ this design’ be carried into execution in the
Catalogue of the Bodleian Library which is now actually in hand? Listen,
Messrs. Gaisford, Bandinell, and Cotton—listen, and lend a gracious ear!

® Nicols, in bis Libri v1. De Literis Inventis, 8vo. 1711, p. 231, thus chaunts
the praises of our bibliomaniacal Archbishop, in hexameter and pentameter
metre :
Nec tu carminibus nostris reticeberis unquam
Ingens Oxoniz, Laupe diserte, decus.
Namgque fidem veterem scriptis defendere libris,
Et signare tuo sanguine visus eras :
Alter eras toto Cyprianus in orbe Britanno,
Schismata dum velles tollere, martyr obis.

In his note (2) he calls him : ¢ Vir in omni doctrin® genere, in primis Theologia,
versatissimus, ut ejus adversus Fischerum Jesuitam liber abandé testatur, literarum
summus, dum vixit, Patronus, Ecclesi® Anglicanz 1umorTaLE pECUs.’ The
well-known, and book-loving, William Cole, had the same notion. Mr. H. Ellis
informs me, from an examination of Cole’s papers, that he (Cole) considered our
ecclesiastical establishment to be under greater obligations tv Arcusisnor
Lavup than to any prelate who had filled the Metropolitan Chair since St,
Anstin.’ Let me add—qu. tamen?

YOL. IIL T
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we may devote a minute’s further attention to the biblio-
maniacal reputation of Ricrarp SumrTH, and Sir SaMvEL
Pxpys : * for their whole lives seem to have been consumed

Wokegs From Nichols's Literary Anecdotes I copy the following pithy and
pertinent sentence. ¢ Archbishop Tenison’s charities were very extensive,
-exclusive of his public foundations, and the uncommon number of legacies and
"benefactions at his death: for he yearly expended large sums in alms for the
relief of the poor. He founded, whilst vicar of St. Martin's in 1685, & free
school in that parish, now called Castle-Street School, and a sPACIOUS LIBRARY
over it with convenient lodgings, coutiguous, for the librarian ; and in 1697,
being then Archbishop, he gave 1000l towards a fund for the support of it ; and
some time after, by the consent of Dr. Patrick, Bishop of Ely, another sum of
five hundred pounds, which had been left them jointly in trust, to dispose of in
charitable uses: which two surs, together, with two leasehold messuages be
vested in trustees for the support of his School Library. Out of the profits of
these benefactions, the librarian has an allowance of 10l per annum : the school-
master, besides a dwelling-house, has a salary of 30L per anuum, and the usher
the same salary, without an apartment, for which they teach thirty boys, the sons
of the inhabitants of St. Martin’s parish. The library consists of upwards of
4000 volumes.” ¢ The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts,’ meets monthly within the said TeNisonian Lisrany—and inhale, I
trust, at each meeting, the true and genuine miasmata of bibliomaniacal virtue.
®* RicaArp Syuitn and Sir SamMueL Perys.] ¢ What !~—this bibliomaniscal
pvuo again? For shame—they have had their ample share of notice in a certain
Bibliographical Romance!" Yet hear me: for two seconds only . .. T see for-
bearance aud good humour in thy countenance, generous-bosomed reader, and I
am resolved to try the issue of a little more gossipping conuected with the old
fashioned ‘ duo’ now dancing a minuet in full-bottomed peruques, and high-heeled
shoes, before us! There they go, with gold-headed cane suspended by a silken
tassel to the little finger—there they go, now rising, now sinking, now swimming,
now floating, and now gliding in velvet majesty along! ¢I’ll have a frisk with
you :*and first for thee, brave Ricuarp Syirn. Mr. Robert Watts, the amiable
and obliging librarian of Sion College Library, informs me that some account of
Smith may be found in Davics’s ¢ Critical History of Pamphlets,’ p. 15. Since
writing the ¢ Bibliographical Romance,’ above alluded to, I have been so fortu-
nate as to possess a copy of a priced catalogue, with the names of many of the
purchasers, of the Library of our Richard ; which copy had successively belonged
to R. Rawlinson, Ames, and Lort: see Bibl, Lort. no. 1354. In the fly-leaf of
this said copy Ames had written as follows : ¢ This Mr. Richard Smith was origi-
nally of Abington in Com. Berks (and his great grand-father was said to have
been Gentleman Usher to Qucen Elizabeth) being placed a clerk to an attorney,
became at last Secondary of thie Poultry-Compter in the city of London, which
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in the acquisition of litérary treasures. The latter, you know,
was " secretary to the Admiralty—the especial good friend
of John Evelyn—and, withal, a man of the most ¢incompa-
rable felicity of temper’ and unextinguishable ardour in

was then supposed to be worth about 700l per annum; sometime after he sold
it, and led a private life, mostly amongst books ; and collected abundance of
Pamphlets, published at and before the time of the Refurmation of Religion,
relating to ecclesiastical affairs, whereof the copies of some of them were supposed
uot then extant in the world, and therefore estcemed as choice as manuscripts.
He translated out of French into English, Bosquire’s Sermon preached before the
company of Shoemakers in France, Anno Dom. 1614, on the Festival of Crispin
and Crispiana, gc. whereby he fully demonstrated the dangerous and designing
superstition of the Romish Church in imposing upon the vulgar the groundless
worship of their chymerical and fabulous saints, &c. Mr. Smith’s curious
Tibrary came into the hands of Richard Chiswell, Bookseller in St. Paul's Church-
Yard, and was sold by auction in May and June, 1682. He died March 26,
1675, and was buried in St. Giles’s Church near Cripplegate, London.” Thus
far Ames.

A subsequent ms. note (I think in the hand-writing of Lort) informs us that
¢ the chief buyers were Dr. Clutterbuck, Mr. Pullein, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr.
Dryden, Dr. Vossius, Mr. Patrick, Mr. Lake, Dr. Sampson, Mr. Sloane, Lord
Peterborough, Sir William Boothby, Dr. Newton, Dr. More, Mr. Baxter, Mr.
Hopkins, Mr. Lock, and Mr. Nisbet’ Here are names, sensitive reader, which
will cause thee to prick up thine ears! The venerable Mr. Bindley possesses the
ORIGINAL 8ALE CATALOGUE as it came from the hands of the auctioneer. The
first morning sale ended at no. 134 ; the afternoon sale at no. 283. In the
whole, 23 day’s sale : total produce, 14141 12s. 11d !~being a stiff and striking
evidence of a very extraordinary collection of books ! Consult p, 399 of the work
twice before mentioned by name: and acquit me, generous-bosomed reader, of
having excited a curiosity without gratifying it—in regard to the first named of
this bibliomaniacal nvo.

Next comes Sir Saumurr Pepys: and let us preface, for the second time,
our account of him, by shewing how proudly his memory claims our respect on
the score of CaxTONIAN and other EARLY PRINTED BoOX-GEMS. Fortunately
for the comfort of well-introduced, and enthusiastic, early-printed book-gem
seekers, the present head of Magdalen College (where these gems are deposited)
the Honourable G. Nevill, hath a right sharp and goodly taste in matters of
auncient book-lore ; and it is from the readiness of access afforded by him to
Earl Spencer, his relative, that the reader is presented with the following heart-
comforting list of Caxtons, and of a few other black-letter treasures —from the
communicaion of the Noble Lord—contained in the Pepysian Repository. “Tis a
pretty ¢ addendum’ to the list presented at page 27¢, ante.



276 TENTH DAY.

the collection' of Books and Prints. He affixed scarcely any
bounds to his bibliomaniacal appetites, and may possibly be
«called the Father of Black Leticr-lore among philological

Eanvy Printep Books 1y THE PErysian Lisrary.

Game or Cuess, second edition : very clean, but part of the last page supplied
by MS. Epistle dedicatory from first edition added in MS.

Revnarp TrE Fox ; Caxton’s device, W. C. in first page. Conclusion sapplied
in MS. not tallying with the account of the King’s copy.

Ovip’s MeTAMoRPHOSES ; MS. as described by me, Typog. Antig. vol. i. p. 83.

Mieronr or TaE WoRLD ; second edition, perfect, according to the description
in the Typog. Antig.

FayT or Arms Axp Cuivarry; quite perfect, very clean, and the type of
a glossy and fresh appearauce. ’

PoLycrroNIcoN ; quite perfect, beautiful copy, without a stain.

Caxron’s CunonicLes ; imperfect.

Boxkzor St. ALBAMNS; 1486, large and clean, perfect, except the last leaf with
the device.

Tae SaME, 1496, clean and large, but a yellow stain, all through, at top.

RecvueiL or Tor Stece-Histonries or Trov ; W. de Word, 1502, quite per-
fect, clean, and exactly as described in the Typog. Antig. vol. ii. p. 115.

Siece or Trovk ; translated by Lydgate, Pynson, 1513, folio, vron veLLUM,
perfect and clean.

Froissart’s CuroxicLe by Lorp Berxkr, 1525, quite perfect and very
clean.

To this list (and sce also Percy’s Reliques, &c. vol. i. p. xv) let me subjoin
something of a personal nature : now pubished for the first time from the original
letters of Sir Samuel Pepys in the library of Lord Anson. The ensuing were
written to the famons JouN EverLy~: concerning whose correspondence a
copious and interesting quarto tome is forthwith about to be made public. I am
indebted to Mr. Upcott, of the London Institution, for the use of the originals :
which, altogether perhaps, are not guite so bibliomaniacal as might be wighed.
Yet, perdic, they may be thought to be of a generally interesting character.

(To Evelyn.) Portsmouth, Aug. 7th, 168S.

« Sir, Youre kinde summons of ye 2d instant has overtaken mee here,

where it cannot bee more surprising to you to finde mee, than ’tis to mee to finde

my selfe. Ye King’s command (without any account of the reason of it)

requireing my rcpayre hither at lesse than cight and forty houris warning. Not

but that I now, not only know, but am well pleased with the errand, it being to

accompany My Lord of Dartmouth (and therewith to have some service assigned

mee for his Majesty) in his preasent expedition with a very fayre squadron of
shipps to Tangicr.

What our worke neverthelesse is, I am not sollicitous to learne, nor forward

w make guesses at, it being bandled by our Maisters as a secret. This only I
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English antiquaries ;— although, upon second thoughts;
Honeywood and More may dispute that high honour with
him. At any rate, as long as the walls of Magdalen College
endure at Cambridge, so long will the treasures (for there

sm sure of, that over and aboue the satisfaction of being thought fitt for some
use or other (*tis noe matter what) I shall goe in & good shipp, with a good
fleete, under a very worthy leader, in a conversation as delightfull as companions
of the first forme in Divinity, Law, Physique, and ye usefullest parts of mathes
matiques can render it, namely, Dr. Ken, Dr. Trumballs, Dr. Lawrence, and
M. Shere, with the additionall pleasure of concerts (much aboue the ordinary)
of voices, flutes, and violins ; and to fille up all (if any thing can do’t, where
Mrs. Eveuiv is wanting, good humour, good cheere, some good Bookes, the
company of my nearest friend Mrs. Hewer, and a reasonable prospect of being
at bome againe in lesse than two months. But after all, Mr. Evelin is not here,
who alone would bave beene all this, and without whom all this would bee much
lesse than it is, were it not that leaveing him behinde, I haue something in
reserve (and safe) to returne to, wherewith to make up what ever my best
enquirys and gatherings from abroad without his guidance shall (as I am sure
they must) prove defective in. With which committing my selfe to your good
wishes, as I doe you and your excellent family to God All-mighthy’s protection,
I rest, Deare Sir, Your most faythefull and most obedient servant,
S. PEPYS.

(To Evelyn.)  Thursday Morning, 13th Nov. 1690.
¢ Sir, I was very unfortunate in being abroad at your being here last
night, and more soe, in comeing home soe close after your goeing, that I had
mighty hopes my man (whom I sent to try) would haue ouertaken and brought
you back. I was gone but to Covent garden by chaire, to try whether I could
haue Iayd out a little mony well,at an Auction o PRinTs upon the enclosed list
thereof ; but fayled, there comeing Noe Heaps in Play dureing my stay, which
was not above half an houre. This was my errand and the only one I remember
1 haue beene out of Doores upon these 14 days, but to dinner the last weeke to
Mr. Houblon’s, where both lice and I dranke your health, and carnestly wished
you there, as believeing the meale would have pleas'd you noe lesse than it did
mee, as hardly consisting of one dish or glasse (besides bread and beare) of
nearer growth then China, Persia, and ye Cape of Good Hope ..’ &c.
Aug. 14th, 1694.

¢DeareSir, - - = = = = = = = -
- = = <« = - Iearlily did your comands to my Lord Clarendon, and

since haue had the honor of a visitt from him, when your name wanted not the
mention due to it, from all that know it, and themselfes.

Dr. Gale acknowledges himselfe your debtor as I am his, for all the ease I
haue had a great while ; the greatest ingredient of which is, the frequent rememr
brance in his conversation starts occasion for, betweene us, of our distant friend
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they repose) of Sir Samuel Pepys be souglit after with
avidity, and acknowledged with thankfulness.
We are now at the end of the Seventeenth, and have just

Mr. Evelin. Mr. Bentley is still, T believe, at Worcester, and a great man
where ere hee is. But 'tis winter only that will help us to any tideings (I doabt)
either of his Librery, or Lectures,

" You have great reason to joy your selfe, as you doe, in such a neighbourhood
as that of Mr. Wotton’s, whose incomparable discourse I read betimes, and was
to blame I did not first doe right to it to you. Hee is indeed to bee reckond
among the Leaders of the Age for Learning, through all the Dimensions of it,
Length, Breadth, and Depth ; and if hee lives a little longer (as I hope bee will
a great deale) hee will haue nothing left him to doe, but what Noe body bat
himselfe was, or possibly will euer bee, soe fitted to doe as hee; I meaue, the
reduceing into lesse Rooine what poore mankinde is now to turne-ouer soe many
cumbersome, jejune, and not seldom unintelligible volumes for; aud when that's
done, not haue 5, perhaps not one, yeare to reckon upon of his whole Life, for
the sedate applying and enjoying those sorry pittances of seemeing Knowledge,
that hee possibly kas been 50 in collecting. What a debt were this to lay upen
mankinde? and from what hand. euer to bee hoped for, but that of such an
universallist as Mr. Wotton, and one soe sooue arriued at the being soe? I shall
hope for the honor and pleasure of wayteing on him, when euer the Season or
Businesse shall bring you to Towne together. I enclose you a paper, new o mee,
and soe (it may bee) to you ; the inscription on the late venerable Bp of Oxford’s
monument, which has something very awfull iu it, and auswering his character.

The virtuosi there are (you know) gathering and printing a generall Catalogwe
of what Manuscripts publique or private our Country is possessed of ! 1t is indeed
& Worke that I have long wished. Not that I haue ought of my owne to con-
tribute to it, But I well remember how much I have beene obliged to them that
haue, I meaue, your selfc; and believe there are a great many other valuable
things in ingenuous mens hands, that (like you) would bee glad to communicate
them, where they thought the Publique might be served by it; and this in all
Facultys. I send you the freshest account I haue had from Oxford of theyr
advance herein ; and with it must give you the postcript of a letter T lately had
on this subject from our learned and most sollicitous friend in tbis and all like
virtaous undertakcings, Dr. CEARLETT (Maister of University-College) in his
owne few words—** Wee must not forget Mr. EveLin's MSS. and what became
of Sir Richard Brown's.” This hee meant but for a text for mee to enlarge on
to you. But it needs not - the doctriue and Application of it being selfe-evident.
Lett mee only adde my instance to his, that you would further this worke with
the credit of what your stocks will give it.”

The work alluded to by Pepys was published in 1697 under the title of
Catalogus Libror. MSS. Anglie et Hibernie :* See Bibliomania, p. 98. And now
methinks, as Richard Smith and Sir Samuel Pepys have quite finished their
minuet, it is time to rise and turn our attention to some other object.
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entered the arena (if I may so speak) of the Eighteenth
Century—Ha | —it is as T expected. The eyes of Lisazpo
glisten with rapturous anticipation. But he will be disap-
pointed, I fear.

Lisarpo. What mean you ?

Lysanpgg. I can read your thoughts, and proclaim your
wishes. You want me to dwell upon the HEArNES, Bac-
ForDS, MURRAYS, BRITTONS, and WaNLEYs® of theday!..

® Hzarnzs, Baocrorps, Munnays, Bairrons, and Wanreys!] What &
cluster of ¢ rum geniuses’ have we here !—and how prettily (perhaps the reader
may think shabbily) does Lysander march away, and leave these ¢ geniuses’ to
be ¢ dispatched® by the humble annotator who aspires to trot along by the side
of the Decameronic Monarch of the Day ! But what must be really said about
these ¢ biack-letter pioneers’—after the copious notices of them in the pages of
the Bibliomania—and, again, in the thumping octavo tomes of the worthy Mr.,
John Nichols?! Truly we must study brevity. AstoTox Hzarwz, the less here
said of him the better; as my friend Mr. Bliss is zealously devoting himself to
the publication of two volumes of Rzmains of Hzanxe—in which we shall
receive the ¢ very marrow and cream’ of his ¢ Diaries’ or ¢ MS, Collections*—with
a judicious omission of much that spoils and pollutes that interminable collection :
for Tommy, I find, was a scrupulous recorder of every thing that occurred
wherever he went! Whether a Bishop or a Prebendary committed a venial
offence, Tom rejoiced to put it down—and withal had himself a marvellous dispo-
sition to what, methinks, was not strictly decorous in a grave personage of
diminutive stature, with a formally-combed and curled head of bair, and addicted
to the pursuit of antiquities! Alderman Fletcher, the worthy father of the city
of Oxford, shewed me Tom’s portrait, on his stair-case, with a jessamine in his
button-hole (as he never failed carrying such an ornament) and added, that his

® This catalogue is severely criticised in the Life and Corres of
Courad ab Uffenbach, published by Schelhorn in 1753, 8vo. 4 vol. Thus spesks
Uffenbech, in a letter to the editor. ¢ Talis quoque est Index manuscriptorum,
i non solum hujus, sed et totius Anglie Bibliothecarum codices complectitur.
tos lapsus in hoc, dum Oxonii, Cantabrigiee, Londini ipsos codices per-
quirerem, invenerim, diarium meum monstrare poterit. Integros duos chartm
scapos errorum notationibus complevi indiguabundus. Non est hujus loci exag-
gerare errores ; ast ipse nosti, quam supiné confectus sit Catalogus, Jl“‘:ibus saltem
verbis codices enarrantur, n addita mentione, cujusnam sint note, cujus
statis, sintne membranacei, vel chartacei, ne quidem ndditum, cujus forme, H'nc
omnia de potioribus codicibus diligenter in meos usus annotavi, quantum quidem
temporis angustia permisit. Interim optandum esset, ut relique Europm gentes
Anglos sequerentur, talesque indices conscriberent, Quanta Cimelia ex é:lnlia,
ispanis, Italiz et nostre denique Germanim Bibliothecis proditura essent !
quantum id eruditorum stodia promovere posset! Sed hoc piis desideriis
adscribendum est.’
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Lisarpo. I will frankly confess that I have a sort of
vehement attachment to the literary chit-chat connected
with the lives and pursuits of the whimsical knot of Biblio-

father remembered him well, and that not a day passed but he must needs come
into his book-shop in the Turl. Mr. Bliss, some three or four years ago, furnished
me with the two following scraps, which I trust have not been unprofitably
preserved for the present occasion. ¢ Yesterday [July 6, 1719] Dr. Foalkes told
me yt Sir Thomas Sebright hath got Durandus de Ritibus Ecclesie, printed A®.
1459, upon vellum, I think, and it is worth a 100 lbs.” Hearne MS. Collection,
vol. Lxxxiii, p. 82.

¢ The MSS. in Dr. Rawlinson’s last anction of his brother Thomas’s books,
went extraordinery cheap, and those that bought had great penny worth’s. The
Dr. purchas’d many himself, at which here and there one were disgusted, tho'
all the company supported the Dr. in it, that as a creditor he had a right equal
to any other. My friend Mr. Wm. Brome, that honest gentleman of Ewithington
in Herefordshire, in a detter to the Dr. says, that he canuot but wonder at the
low rates of most of the MSS. and adds, had I been in place I should have been
tempted to have laid out a pretty deal of money, without thinking myself at all
touched with bibliomania.” Hearng, MS. 1734, 101.

I will conclude with a pungent criticism from a quarter well meriting attention,
Itis that of a learned foreigner of the name of Conrad ab Uffenbach—exhibiting
proofs of the insufficiency of Hudson, as a principal librarian—of the promising
talents of Hearue, then an assistant—the scanty number of students who, used
formerly to attend the Bodleian library, and the peculiar propensities of a ¢ thirsty
soul’ of a sub-librarian, of the name of Crab, Listen then to some account
of Hupson, Cras, and Hearne, from the Commerc. Epist. et Vit. Conrad.
ab Uffenbach. 1753, 8vo. vol. i. p. 181, &c. ¢ O quam mult®, etiam egregiz
lectiones veterum tam sacrorum quam profanorum autorum ob hoc institutum,
consiliumve neglectum premuntur, dum bibliothecarum Prefecti, vel alii etiam
privati possessores prestantissimos Codices suos vel negligentia, vel inscitia, vel
etiam preepostero in hoc studium fastu sibi aliisque inutiles jacere patiuntur.
Perpende quaeso mecum, vir eruditiss. quantus thesaurus ex solius Bodlejan®
Bibliothece codicibus elici possit, nisi Proto-Bibliothecarii Hupson negligentia
ac pertinacia obstarent. Is enim muneri abunde satisfecisse, imo eximie ornasse
spartam videri vult, dum tot annis unico scriptori, Thucydidem ejus puto, omni
Bibliothec® cura plane abjecta insudavit, cum hoc quod supra dixi, potius agen-
dum fuisset. Nefandam hujus insignis Bibliothec sortem (ignosce juste
indignationi) satis deplorare nequev. Inculta plane jacet, nemo ferme tanto
thesauro uti frui gestit. Singulis sane diebus per trium mensivm spatium illam
frequentavi, sed ita me dii ament, nunquam tot una vice lomines in illa vidi,
quot numero sunt mus®, vel saltem artes liberales! De librorum studiosis loguor,
nam puerorum, muliercularum, rusticorum hinc inde cursitantium, voluminumque

multitedinem per transennas, spectantium, mirantiumque, cetum excipio. Quid
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mmniacs whom you have just-tied together: yet I place
Hearne and Wanley very much above those with whom
you have united them. :

dicam de Prefectis? De Proto-Bibliothecarii incuria jam dixi, ejusque stupendam
in Historia litteraris, librariaque, imprimis extra Insulam, ultraque maris, igno-
rantiam taceo. Alteri, nomine Cras, caput vacuum cerebro est, lepidum alias,
dignnsque homo, quem ridiculo illo encomio, quo tamen multi serio egregios Viros
onerarunt ; ornetur, vociteturque Helluo, non librorum tamen, sed preemiorum,
quee ab exteris Bibliothecam banc invisentibus avide excipit, statimque cauponi-
bus reddit pro liquore, ad guttur colluendum, purgandumque a pulvisculo, qui
librorum tractationem velut ambra aut nebula comitari solet. Quamvis non ejus,
sed tertii infimique Bibliothecarii hoc sit muneris, ut libros in loculos reponat,
queevis in ordinum redigat, atque emundet. Hic scholaris, ut hic loqui amant,
esse solet, atque etiamnum est, nomine HxARNE, qni pre reliquis, diligentiam
sam non modo scriptis, sed in novo etiam Bibliothecz catalogo confitiendo,
typis proxime excribendo probavit: ast, quod dolendum, ad exemplum prioris,
qui satis jejunus, inconcinnus, erroribusque innumeris scatens est.’

¢ And is this studying brevity in respect to Hearne’—rejoins the reader!? 1
plead guilty : yet consult Letters written by Eminent Persons in the XV1Ith and
XVIIIth Centuries, &c. vol. iii. p. 651—where you shall find references to
numerous instances of Hearne’s ¢ scholarship’ exemplified in an sccount of
his labours. But of all ¢ instances’ of his downright bibliomaniacal or biblio-
graphical ardour, I know of none which comes up to the ensuing; taken from
the same work: vol. i. p. 118. It was found in Hearne's Diary —and de-
scribes his gratitude to the Deity on the discovery of certain old MSS. ¢ O
most gracious and merciful Lord God, wonderful in thy providence, I return all
possible thanks to thee for the care thou hast always taken of me. I continually
meet with most signal instances of this thy providence, and oue act yesterday,
when I unexpectedly met with THREX OLD Ms8. for which, in & particular manner,
I return my thanks, beseeching thee to continue the same protection to me, s
poor helpless sinuer, and that for Jesus Christ, his sake.’

Next comes Jorx Baarorp ; who, in chronological order, should have pre-
ceeded Hearne. First of all, gentle reader, contemplate his homely and Dutch-
moulded features in the OPPOSITE PLATE, above the portrait of his ¢ semblable,’
John Murray! Tis taken from a half length engraving by Vertue, of the date of
1728 ; measuring about 6 inches by 5. Beneath we read : ¢ Iokn Bagford Obijt
v of May M.DCC.xvi.” The painter was Howard. Having treated so copiously
of this faithful book-jackall of Lord Oxfurd in the Bibliomania, p. 430-7 (consult
also Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes, vol. i. p. 533) it remains here only to subjoin a
delectable specimen of his union of wit, ingenuity, and cleverness, which has been
rarely surpassed : placing our Bagford in a new point of view, and entitling him
A0 a station at least among the Posra Minonxs of Great Britain. My friend
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Lysanper. And justly so. Indeed Wanley is even supe-
rior to Hearne—hot perhaps for scholarship, but for judg-
ment, and that species of literature which we should strictly

Mr. Haslewood will not fail to eorich his edition of Ritson’s Bibliographia
Poetica, with such a choice sample of hitherto unknown poetical merit. The
following is taken from the Harl. MSS. no. 5936: being upon a broad-side,
brnamented at top by angels supporting Gutenberg and Caxton, with the royal
arms between them. Beneath the arms we read this empathic inscription :
Dr. Joux Bacrorp,
Patron of Printing,
January the 2d, 1715-16.
Printed at his Majesty’s Printing Office Black Fryers.

Beneatb, are St, Paul’s and London bridge, with a cherub on each side. What
here ensues must I think be considered the composition of Bagford, and was
printed upon the Thames when frozen over. I have been religiously exact in
the observance of capital letters.

The Noble Art and Mystery of PriNTING, being Invented and Practised by
These prevailed on one Jfrederick Eorlellis to leave the Printing House

§ @@@@@@@&&@@é¢$@¢ &

Mr. John Bagford.

@@@@&$¢¢$¢$@$@@§

All you that walk upon the Trames,

Step in this Booth, and print your Namxs.
And lay it by, that Ages yet to come,

May see what things upon the Ick were done.
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Printed upon the Frozen River TraMEs,
January the 18th, 1715-16.*

i R
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1500 Marks, to procure one of the Workmen
at Oxford the same year, 1459

® Asa rival to the above very ingenious piece of composition, I subjoin an
* Advertisement (not printed upon the Ice) concerning Prints cut in wood,’
supplied from Mist's Weekly Journal of the date of March 1718. 1am indebted
to my friend Mr. Haslewood for this rival morceau—who selected it during his
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call bibliographical. Yet remember how largely we dwelt

upon these Boox-HEROES in Lorenzo’s drawing room some
few years agon€..and consider that this TENTH pay is

Next for Jony Munray of Sacomb. ¢ Who was this John Murray 2’ enquired
the Iate Mr. Beloe (in his Anecd. vol. iii. p. 53.) Answer: see some particalars
relating to him in the Bibliomania, p. 437 : yet I own these particulars are but
slight. Murray has immortalised himself, however, in the annals of book-
purchasers, by having procured for Lord Oxford the first edition of Tindal’s New
Testament : see vol. i. p. 173: and 1 have cheerfully caused a copy of Vertue's
engraved portrait of him to be appended to these pages, beneath that of his pre-
decessor, and fellow delver into black-letter lore, John Bagford. 3lorray was
born in 1670 and died in 1748 ; so that he had a ¢ fine spell of it’ in his biblio-
maniacal carcer. I suspect he was not overburdened with taste and understanding :
which may accouut for the crucl omission of him in the New General Biographical
Dictionary : his surname being only attached to one ¢ James,’ a clergyman of
Scotland, and the famous WiLvLiam, EArL oF MaxsFizLp!

In the fourth place, for THomMAs BriTToN : one who usually ¢ struck home’
in the matter of old MSS.—the midnight flagon-companion of John Bagford, and
equally the director of concerts and the vendor of small coals. In short, our
Britton was emphatically designated as ¢ the Musical Smail Coal Man,’ a character,
1 believe, which bas haplessly expired with himself. Having before gossipped
30 long and so largely upoun this very singular book-collector, (sec Bibli
p. 488, &c.) I shall here only illustrate my former biographical sketch by
subjoining a well engraved PORTRAIT OF THE MAN miMsELF: executed by
Worthington, from a drawing by the latc William Alexander, from the original
oil painting, as large as life, in the British Museum. Hearne (Heming. Chart.
Eccl. Wigorn. vol. ii. p. 666-9) says, * he appears by the print of him (done since
his death) to have been a man of an ingenious countenance and of a sprightly
temper. Italso represents him as a comely person, as indeed he was ; and withall
therc is a modesty expressed in it every way agrecable to him.” Eight verses

¢ painful travail’ of examining 1001 newspapers, from that period downwards,
in order to complete his elaborate History of our Earlier Theatres. ¢ At the
Printing House in Bow Church Yard, London, by J. Cluer aud Company, all
dealers in black, and white, and coloured prints, may be now furnished with
most sorts extant; and in a short time they may be supplyd with more sorts
than the whole town can produce, better cut than others. And country chapmen
are desired to take notice that as the abovesaid company are both the real
cutters and printers of them, they may and shall be better served than by those
who put out both the cutting and the print. At the same place may be had the
Tunbridge and all the other Hieroglyphical Love Letters. The History of old
Senior John the Smoker, son of Crabtree Hughs; the Ephephephuphian, son of
nld-boat of Wasle Anakite, the son of old Gover of the Egg Market, whose
mother fed ducks with blubber gurgeons; (qu. gudgeons?) and divers other
diverting flancies.”
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wearing away apace, and that my reign expires in propor-
tion to the departure of day-light.

LoreNzo. Nay—we must here make an*exception to the
usually established rule: for if our Monarch have not
finished the sketch, proposed to be executed, within the usual

(given in the Bibliomania) are subjoined to this mezzotinto print by Simon : but
I have never been able to meet with an impression of it, nor do I know any
friend who has. Whatever be its merits, I have no hesitation in ¢ running’
the ensuiug print against it, as a rival entitled to especial notice and respect.
Observe, curious reader, our Britton is clothed in his coal-vending frock, and
bath his small-coal mcasure to boot, in his left hand, The countenance is full of
the expression of an amiable and unpretending character.

R
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time of the monarchical harangue, let us order the argands
to be lighted—and let us, in the language of the old catch,

— ¢ add the night unto the day.’
- PHILEMON.

} Bravo! Bravo!
Lisarpo.

Now then for Humprey WANLEY : a very bibliomaniacal Life-Guard's Maw
¢o bring up the rear. His boots are heavy, his sword is sharp and long, his look
is determined, and there is death in his blow ! Does the timid reader start back
with apprehension? He need not. First, let him admire as he ought, Wanley’s
labours in the Catalogue of the Northern MSS. introduced in Hickes's incompara-
ble Thesaurus. For some other particulars relating to him, consult the Biblio-
mania, p. 458 : but I regret that two things cannot be here accomplished—one
is, that my very shallow purse, ¢ brought low * by the embellishments with which
this third (and originally unanticipated) volume is crowded, will not allow me to
subjoin & PrINT of him, well executed from the admirable portrait in the
Bodleian Library : the other is, that the limits of the work will not admit of &
good sprinkiing of extracts from Wanley's Diary preserved in the British
Museum—wherein he is scrupulously exact in stating when, where, and how, he
bought and bound ¢ books for My Lord’ (Oxford) and  at what price,’ &c. being
in these matters a very Hearnite for minutie. But I cannot possibly here resist
the insertion of a letter, by Wanley, from Mr. Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes,
vol. vi. p. 189, admirably illustrative of the testy and touchy disposition of our
¢ bibliomaniacal Life-Guard’s Man'—as aforesaid. It appertaind also to a cha-
racter, whom, (with all due deference to a distinguished typographical and
bibliopolistic veteran) I Kave always had a disposition to consider as somewhat
of an Old Woman in antiquities—-notwithstanding he ¢ set the bells a ringing’
when Hearne came to visit him at Whaddon Hall. Read this said letter, and
¢ risum '—bat let us not be rude, nor laugh in the very face of the lecather-girdled
‘ Worthy* who is the object of its censure. ¢ Mr. Browne Willis came, wanting
to peruse one of Holmes's MSS. marked L,and did so; and also L2 L3 and L 4,
without finding what he expected. He would have explained to me his design
in his intended book ahout cathedrals ; but ‘I said I was « about my Lord’s
necessary business,” and had not leisure to spend upon any matter foreign to
that. He wanted the liberty to look over Holmes’s MSS. and indeed over all this
library, that he might collect materials for amending his former books, and
putting forth new ones. I signified to him that it would be too great a work;
and that I, baving business appointed me by my Lord, which required much
dispatch, could not in such a'case attend upon him. He would have teazed me
here this whole afternoon, but I would not suffer him. At length he departed in
great anger, and I hope to be rid of him!”  December, 13, 1725.

Thus bave we dispatched Hzarne, Bacrorp, Murray, BritTox, and
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Armansa. The Ladies, less vociferous in their testimo-
nies of approbation, assent most cordially to the proposition
of the Host. Ist not so, BELINDA P

BeLiNDA. Assuredly ; and so I pray ye, gentlemen, take
what course ye please: and thou, illustrious Monarch—or
Emperor —if that title delight thee better. ..

Lysanpgr. ¢ Tush, tush :* order must be restored. But
have ye no mercy on the lungs of your imperial orator?
Remember, monarchs are but men. To resume.

We will therefore leave the black-letter pioneers just
mentioned, as you must have already had a surfeit of them ;
and hasten to the notice of characters of more general

Warvey; therein differing from the ¢ de hout en bas® manner in which our
friend Lysander is disposed to treat them. Yet another word respecting s bib-
Liopolistic contemporary, like Crab (see p. 281 ante) not generally known, of the
name of Surty. From whence do we glean the information? From the ¢ Com-
mentatio de Studio B. Zach. Conradi ab Vifenbach Biblisthecario,’ vol. iii. p. Lxx=
in the work of Schelhorn recently mentioned in the preceding pages. The entire
extract possesses no mean interest. ¢ Non deerunt, qui primis istis vett.
Auctorum editionibus delectantur, quod non solum ad artis divins typographice,
puta inventionem, progressum, ac incrementa coguoscenda, sed ad emendandos
etiam priscos auctores, ipsos, adprime faciant. In his enim genuina ex ipsis vett.
Codicibus bona fide deprompta lectio, intemerata plerumque deprebenditur,
que temerariis ac insulsis criticorum nasutulorum correctionibus et interpolationi-
bus, ac posteriorom etiam typographorum oscitautia, sphalmatibus, temporis
progressu, turpissime adulterata fuit. Hinc tanta seraper aviditate a Belgis, et ab
Aworts majori adhuc cupiditate hodiernum expetuntur veteres ille auctorum
priscorum editiones. Peragravit ante aliquot annos universam fere Germaniam
et Helvetiam Bibliopola quidam Anglus, nomine Svrry, hoc unice agens, ut
veteres tales codices, circa Artis Typographice primordia, typis exscriptos qon-
quireret. Perreptavit non modo monasteria, ubi ingentam taliom codicum, sitn
et squalore obsitorum, copiam latere novit, sed Bibliothecas etiam Bibliophi-
loram perquisivit, hosque magno satis pretio ad eorundem cessionem allicere
studuit. Ille ipse me quoque adiit, ac maximam adperatos mei partem blanditiis
suis ac oblata etiam summa pecuni® satls magna elicere, ast frustra, tentavit.
Haud parum equidem lucrari mihi licuisset, si tunc temporis vetustas meas
editiones homini cedere voluissem, nec piacalum mihi visum fuisset, lucelli causa
permittere, ut heecce Cimelia e Germania nostra in Angliam, ubi literaris thesauris
sic satis abundaut, asportentur.” Sutty is a new and ¢ crack fellow’ for us!
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splendour, and more universally admitted celebrity. Be
present, spirits of the illustrious dead ! Patrons of literature !
Luminaries, that by your own lights, or by those which ye
caused to burn brightly in others, shed, upon the circle here
imvoking ye, shed your soft and exhilarating influence ! *Tis
done. A mirror, of larger ficld than that of Banquo’s, fills,
in the mind’s eye, the whole side-space of this richly fur-
nished room. No murdered spirit, or tortured ghost, stains
with its blood the surface of this expansive and crystalline
mirror. See yonder ! *Tis the EARL oF PEMBROKE®* by the
side of his beloved Ma1TTAIRE, Who comes the nearest to
our view. Anon, you observe the two other rival Book-
Lords: SunpERLAND and HARLEY — and (oh rare among
rivals !) in the very act of embracing each other !

We may consider the Pembroke Library as the oldest
now existing of those of Private Collectors; and especially
of Collectors of rank. It served as the store-house for the
researches of Maittaire and Palmer; two bibliographical

® the Eanrv or Pemsroxe.] I presume Lysander to allude to the PEmpnrosr
Lisrany as collected chiefly by Thomas Herbert, Earl of Pembroke; to whom
Maittaire dedicated his invaluable Annales Typographici. The spirit of the great
WiLLiax, his grand-father, (who, among his many excellent qualities, numbered
that of the bibliomania—as the Baroccio MSS., now in the Bodleian Library,
triumphantly attest!) animated our Thomas Herbert: for he collected such a
Eibrary of printed books as entitled him to disputc the palm even with the Lords
SoxperLanD and Oxrorp. There is a spicy anecdote or two cxtant, upon this
nobleman’s extreme passion for books, in the Bibliomania, p. 429; and he is
here again introduced to the reader’s notice, in order, first, that the same reader
may view him tranquilly sitting among his book-treasures, in his magnificent
library, (in which we observe the well-known inscription of Wuyiis "Tatpeiov)
contemplating some choice, ample-margined, volume, as if fresh from the Sou-
biaco Press! This diminutive portrait is copied from that in Gribelin’s fron-
tispiece (of the same dimensions) to Nicols’s ¢ Libri Sex De Literis Inventis,’
1711, 8vo,—dedicated to the same illustrious character : a little volume, by the
bye, which the Oxford student may not unprofitably carry about him, either
when be is floating upon ¢ the bosom of fair Isis’ stream,’ or when he lingers
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writers of as opposite characters as learning and ignorance
could make them. 'The present excellent and noble descen-
dant of the celebrated bibliomaniacal Earl, of whom we are

’midst her willowy banks. But here is the Earl — for the said Oxford, and for
every other bibliomaniacal, student, to make hearty acquaintance with !

antmusque vieusim

Aul curam l)n/wu/il /m/m/l.'\', aul ola Musis.

The back-ground, in Gribelin’s cut, is occupied by a suite of rooms, in per-
spective, which form the library. ¢And is it thus (replies the impatient, and
book-thirsty reader) that we are to be dismissed? Not ove word—not one
syllable—not one specimen—of this said library, which ran the rival collections of
Sunderland and Harley so hard!? Peace : stretch forward thine eyes, and confess
that it is not often that thou hast been favoured with such a bibliomaniacal
muster-roll. Know further, that this said ¢ muster-roll” is precisely copied from
the original ms. of the late Dr. Dampier, Bishop of Ely: who wrote it in the
year 1776, just as he was beginning to blossom into bibliomaniacism! It forms a
portion of a memorandum-book of similar entries, of which the Bishop was so
kind as to beg my acceptance—some few months before he was  taken away.’

First EpiTioNs, &c. 1N TnE PEMBROXE LIBRARY.
(Editiones primariz, que extant in Bibliotheca Honoratissimi Comitis de
Pembroke, 1776.)
Rationale alias Codex Offic Div. Mo- Catholicon, Mogunt. 1460, fol.
gunt, Fust. 1459, fol. In Memb. Decor Puellarum, Jenson, (1460, 8vo.)
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now speaking, respects, as it becomes him, a repository where
the earlier productions of those typographical worthies, of

First Eprrions, &c. 18y THE EAnL oF PEmBnoxe’s Lisrary.

Josephus, Rom. Pannartz, 1473, fol.
Orosins, Aug.Vend. Schusler, 1471, fol.

Plinii Panegyr. &c. Edit. prin. 4to.
Eusebius, Ven. Jenson, fol. 1470.

Book of Arms, &c. St. Albans, 1486, fol.* Leo Mag. Episc. Aleriens. Rom, fol.

Crescentii Agricult. Flor. 1478.

Lascaris Lexicon, Vicen. 1483, fol.

Quintilian, Jeuson, 1471, fol.

Priscianus, 1470, fol.

Manilius, 4to. sine anno.

Phalaridis. Epist. 4to. Gr. 1498.

Dictys Cret. Mediol. 1477, 4to,

Guido de Columna de Hist, Troj. Oxon.
1480, 4to. '

Cato. cum Com. Par. 1487, 4to.

Synon. Ciceron. cam. al. de Met. Ven.
1491, 4to.

Florus, Ulric, Sorbon, Ed. pr. 4to.

Callirachus, Lit. Quad. 1496, 4to.

Ephemeris, sive Almenac. perpet. Ven.
1498, 4to.

Auctoris V. de Gram. Rom. 1475, 4to.

Astrolabium a J. Angeli,Ven. 1494, 4to.

Horatius, Edit. prin. 4to.

Martialis, Edit. prin. 4to.

Schola Salern. Lovan. I. de Westfal.
1496, 4to.

Gerardi Theoria Planet. 4to. Ven. 1478.

Caston’s Chess, 2nd edit. fol.

Apollonius, Rhod. Lit. Quad. 1496, 4to.

Socrates Sayings, Caxton, 1477, fol.

Censorinus, &c. Ven. 1495, fol.

Zsopi Fab. 1497, 4to.

St. Hieron. in Symb. Apost. Oxon.
(1468,) 4to.

Aristot. Eth. per Aretin. Oxon, 1479,
4to.

Boetius, Edit. prin. 4to.

A Gellius, Rom. Maxim. fol, 1469. .
A Gellius, Ven. Jenson, fol. 1472.
Lactantius, Sublaci, fol. 1465.
Summa Orator, &c. Rom. 1475, fol,
Suetonius, Sweynli. Rom. 1470, fol.

" Suetonius, Campan. Rom. 1470, fol.

Laucanus, Sweynh. Rom. 1469, fol.

Caeear, id. Rom. 1469. fol.

Ceesar. Com. Jul. Cels, 1473, fol.

Tullius de Sen. Caxton, fol. 1481.

Politiani Miscell. Flor. 1489, fol.

Cicero de Fin. Ven. John de Colonia,
fol. 1471.

Celsus. Flor. ap. Nicoleum, fol. 1478.

Val. Flaccus. Bonon. 1474. fol.

Non. Marcellus, Jenson, Ven. 1476, fol.

Sallustius, Vind. Spira, Ven. 1471, fol.

Eusebius per Rufinum, 1479, fol.

Terentius. Monast, Sortens. ful. 1478.

N. Marcellus, per G. Laurum, Ed. prin.
fol.

Terentius Mediol. Zarot (1470) fol.t

Ausonius, &c. Ven. 1472, fol.

Virgilius, Spira, Ven. 1470, fol.

Cicero de Oratore, Mon. Sublac. fol.
Ed. prin.

Chronic. per Caxton, Lond. 1480, fol,

Omnibonus in Cic. Orat.Vicent.1476, fol.

Juvenal et Persius. Mediol. Zarot. 1470,
fol. (qu?)

Justinus per Ud. Gall. Ed. prin. fol.

Plinii Epist. fol. 1471.

Cicero Nat.Deor. &c.Vin.Spira, 1471, fol.

® This was the book comcerning which Lord Pembroke would ¢ never let

Anstis rest till he

tit from him.’ See the Bibliomania, p. 429. Mr. Payue

informs me that it is quite perfect and sound. .
t A supposititions edition : consult the Bibl. Spencer. vol. ii. p. 402,

VOL. IIL

U
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whom I spake in the Fourtr DAy, shine with a purity and
splendour of no ordinary occurrence. I own, however, that

First Ep1TioNs, &c. 18 THE EARL or PExsroxe’s Liprany.

Statii Silvee. Rom. Pannartz, 1475, fol.

Lucretius. Fridenberger. Veron. 1486,
fol.

Justinus. Ven, Jenson, 1470, fol.

Quintilianus. Campan. 1470, fol.

Orid per. Balth. Azoguid. Bonon. 1471.°

Dante. Landino, Fior. 1481, fol.

Plinio Nat. Histor. Jenson. 1476, fol.

Campani. Op. Rom. 1495, fol.

Cicer. Orat. per Adam de Ambergan,
1472, fol.

Cicero. Ep. Fam. Spira, 1469, fol.

Apuleius Rom. 1469, fol.

Cicero Ep. Attic. &c. Ven. Jenson,
1470, fol.

Supplen. Chronic. Ven. 1483, Bern.
Bonel.

Virgilius, sine anno.

Petrarca, 1473, Ven. fol.

Libri Gram. Ven. Ald. 1495.

Augustin, Civ. Dei. Ven. Jeuson, 1475.

Biblia Joh. Herbort. Ven. 1483.

Valerius Maximus, Spira, 1471, fol.

Cicero Epist, Brut. &c. Rome, Max.
1470.

Macrobius, Jenson, 1472. INn Mem-
BRANIS.}

Quintilianus, Max. Rom. 1470, fol.

Auct. Astronom. Ald. 1499, fol..

Cicero. Epist. fam. Rom. Max. 1469.

Ovid. Op. omn. Ven. Rubeus, 1474.

Ambrosius, 3 vol. Bas. Amerbach, 1492.

Gregorii Dialogi Argent. 1458. ¢ Librum

tissime perlustraverat. Ipse tamen
manibus meis pertractavi, notam
Mscriptam ex initio libelli difigenter
descripsi. Dampier.
Livius. Moguat. Schoiffer. fol. 1318.
Ovid, 1471, Rom. Max. 2 vol. fol.
Donat. in Ter. Venet, Spira.
Lactantius, Roms, Max. 1468.
Am. Marcellin. Rom. 1474, Saschel &
Goltz.
Bessarion adv. Cal. Platon. Rom. Mazx.
Cicer. Ep. Fam. Ven. 1469, Spira.
Sil. Ital. Rom. 1471. Max. &c.
Aug. in Psalm. 1489. Bas. Amerbach.
Vet. Test. Sixti 5, Rom. 1589, fol.
Boccatius de montibus, 1473, fol.
Lucianus. Flor. 1496, Edit. prin.
Ciprian. Rom. Max. 1471,
Livio, Roms, (1466.) 1476, 8 vol.
Plinius, Rom. Max. 1470.
Script. de Re Rust. Jenson. 1479,
Seneca Mor. & Epist. Neap. 1475.
Hist. Aug. Script. Med. 1475.
Aristot. de Animal. Lat. Ven. 1496.
Tacitus Beroaldi, 1518, fol.
Ficinus de triplici. 4to.
Portius de Color. Flor. 1548, 4to.
Portius de Conflagr. Agri Puteol. Flor.
1551, 4to. et alii tract.
Fifteen joys of Marriage, 4to.
Claudian, Vicen. 1482, fol.
Fi. Ved. Renati de re Mil. Ed. prin.
Eutropius, 1471, fol.

hunc in Bibl. Pembrok. extare omnino Catullus, &c. Ven. 1475.

negat Schoepflinus Vind. Typ. p. 40.

qui cum Maittairio hanc Bibl. diligen-

Cicero de Orat. fol.
Isocrates. Mediol. 1498, fol.

® This exquisitely rare edition is not here in a perfect state, I learn.
t ¢ A grand and lovely book,’ according to the xat’ Efoxﬁv phraseology of

Pall-Mall.
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I am very sceptical about the existence of those Eleven
Grammars, executed (as it should seem from that rhodo-

First Eprrions, &c. 1¥ THE EarL or Pexsroxx’s LisraryY.

Martianus Capella, Ven. 1499.

Caesar. 1471, Jenson.

Xenophon, Mediolan. Per Philel-
phum.

Cicerouis Orat. Om. Ed. prin.

Cicero Op. Omn. Med. 1498, 4 vol.

Plinius Portilla, Parma, 1481.

Hieron. Rom. Max. 1468. 2 tom.

August. Civ. Dei. Rom Max. 1468.

Plinius, 1472, Jenson, fol.

Servius in Virg. Flor. 1472.

Gregor. Moral. Rom. 1475.

Livius Rom. Campan. (1469.)

Plinius, 1. de Spira, 1469.

Livius Rom. Max.

Boetius Consol. Nur. Koburg. 1473.

Dante, 1472."

Cicero Rhet. Ven. Jenson, 1470.

Diome@es et Gram. Jenson, fol.

Solinus, Jenson, 1473.

Sallustius, Ed. prin.

Caxton’s Troy-Book, 3 parts.

Vitruvius, Ed. prin.

Lascaris, Gr. Lat. Med. 1480. fol.

Cicero Offic. &c. Spira, 1470.

Aretin de Bello Ital. 1471, Jenson.

Donatus, Edit. prin.

Q. Curtius, Spira.

Senece Trag. Ed. prin.

Cicero Philipp. Uld. Gall. Ed. prin.

Polychronicon, Carton, 1482.

Virgilius, P. de Lavagna, Med. 1474.

Varro de Ling. Lat. Ed. prin.

Cazton on CW, 1474.

Canones Conc. Trident. Rom. 1564.

Saltustius, 1470, fol.

Specul. Vit. Hun. Rom. Max. (1468.)

Cicero Tusc. Quest. Jenson, 1472.

Pii Secund. Epist. Mediol. 1481.

V. Maximus, Schoiffer, 1471.

Biblia Espanol. Ferrar. 1553.

Quadrages. di Raberto, Firenze, 1480.
Quintiliani Dialog. Parm. 1494.
Pedianus, &c. in Ciceron. Ven. 1477.
J. de, Col.
F. de Platea, Op. Pad. 1478.
Isndorus, Ven. 1488.
Calderin. in Ovid. Rom. 1474.
Gram. Gr. Med. 1481, fol.
Boetius de Cons. 1486, fol.
Fest. Pompeius. Mediol. 1471,
Venturinus in Rud. Gram. Flor. 1482.
Tacitus, Ven. Spira, Ed. prin.
Corn. Nepos, Jenson, 1471, fol.
Liber Festivalis, Carton, 4to.
Book of St. Albans, 4to.
Plautus, Ven. 1472, Tarvis. 1482, Med.
1490, fol.
Val. Flace. Flor. Ed. prin. 4to.
Lascaris Gram, Med. 1476. 4to.
Silvii Hist. Bohem. Rom. 1475, 4to.
Orpheus. Junt. 1500, 4to,
Varia Carmina Tiferni, &c. 1498, 4to.
Testament, Gr. Ant. et Mod. 4to.
Varro de Ling. Lat. Ed. 1a.
C. de Siena, Vergine, Fer. 1477, 4to.
Anthologia, Flor. 1494, 4to.
Avienus, Aratus, &c. Ven. 1488, 4to.
Dathe de fig. loquendi, Ferrar, 1471, 4to.
Theorice Planet. Gerardi, 4to. 1478.
Fontius in Persium, Suetonium, &c. Flor.
1478.
Omnibonus de Oct. Part. Orat. Rom.
1475, 4to.
Manilius, Nuremberg, Ed. prin.
Fab. Pictor, &c. Ven. 1498.
Narragonia, Lat. 1497, 4to.
Regius in Plin, et Pers. Ven. 1490, 4to.
Hieron. Epit. Sapient. Ven. 1505.
Plinii Epist. Med. 1470, 4to.
Horatius, Ferara, 1474, 4to.
Gerson, al. Th. Kempis. Ed prin.
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mantade-writer, Palmer) by Caxton; or by an artist of
whom no correct designation has yet reached us.

Lisarpo. I dare wager a Jenson against a Zarotus that
they will turn out to be Wynkyn de Wordes ?

Lorenzo. Oh shame! Isit thus you dispel the charm
attached to these non-descripts ?

PuiLeson. I will also bet a trifle — a Ketelaer and De
Leempt against a Creussner—that the blundering Palmer
could not distinguish a Wynkyn from a Caxton ?

Lysaxper. You are getting exceedingly censorious. At
any rate, not only these Grammars, but very many other
curious and precious tomes, with which that magnificent
collection abounds, will, I trust, one day be fully and faith-
fully made known—if not to the eyes of the public at large,
at least to complete the happiness of some two hundred and
JSifty Cognoscenti.

Lisarvo.. I catch your allusion. You would have a
limited impression of the BisLioTHECA PEMBROKEIANA
executed P— ”

Lysanper.. Even so; but to wish is one thing, and to
execute another. Remember, howcver, what a noble de-
scriptive catalogue of Coins, in the same collection, yet
graces our numismatic annals! Farewell now to Wilton's
worthy Possessor. Let us hold a minute’s converse with
the Earws of SunprerLaND and OxForD* who are yet, you)

’
*

The reader will remember that the order above observed is preciscly that of
the authority from whence it has been copied. Several curious ExcrLisu Booxs
might have been added ; but they appeared to me to want more accurate cxami-
nation. DMy friend Mr, Heber pants for the verification of the ¢ Fleven Grammars
by W. de Worde;" (rather than by Caxton) imagining, in the very ¢ pride and
naughtiness of his heart,’ that he already possesses a duplicate of each of them!
Presumptuous man !

* the Euarls of SunpERLAND and of Oxrorp.] What a rair have we here?
What a field for occupation as well as observation? But we must study brevity ;
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observe, as our ¢ crystalline mirror* indicates, in carnest
discourse with cach other. Are they bewailing, think vou,
the evil genius which instigated them not to purchase the

a8 a recapitulation of the membranaceous gems which elitter in the BreNnerst
*Lasrary has alrcady appeared in the work so frequently here referred toz but
¢ pardon un my knees' is now solicited for the crror therein committed of having
assigned the foundation of that library to Jony Drke or Marrnonorven
instead of to CriarLEs SPENCER, third Eart o1 Suxpentaxn, To mahe repa-
ration for such injury, I have caused to be engraved, from the original whole-
length painting, as lurge as lite, at Althorp, the rorrratr which faces this
page : premising that Houbraken has already engraved the same Lead, and that
two mezzotints are alsu mentioned by Noble in his Continuation of Granger. Yet
the portrait of the bibliomaniucal Farl here in question hus never betore appeared
of the present size.  To Birch and to Noble must the veader be refuriea for the
character of the nubieman himself: for I will have nothing here to do with Lord
Sunderland’s politics, whether they were faithtul or faithless 1o the government
which he so ably supported. ¢ Tt is to his honour (says Noble) that, with all his
opportunitics, he uever increased his patrimonial alliance.  His Lordship loved
and cherished learning, and his extensive library was selected with 2reat judg-
ment,’ vol. ii. p.46. Speaking of the very rare Fuitiv Princeps of the Erotemata
of Demetrius Chalcondylas (see Bibl. Spencer. vol. iit. p. 12) Maittaire adds—
¢ unum hujus rarissime editionis exemplar vidi in praesiguissima nobilissimi
Comitis de Sunderland Libliotheca, quum (quod contiit paucissimis) Librorum
iogens numerus simul et singularis bouitas commendat.” dwuat, Typog, vol. i
p-753,note 7. It is in the same page where Maittaire also mentions the curiesy
and kindness of the Duvke or Devonsmine in the ¢ facilities afforded him of
examiniug rare books in his very choice library '

Our Earl had three wives; of whow it is oniy necessary to mention the
second—Ann, daughter of John, Dukx or Martsoroveu.  From this sceond
marriage descended the Eanes Spexcin: a name, which in the axyaes or
miBLIOMANIA has eclipsed every thiug, in the same family, that has preceded
it. But we must not here forestull our visit to the booheregions of Althorp, A
future page will give a sketchy view of the treasures of that faeinating spot.
Meanwhile it was right and fitting that a portrait of the collecto. of the Brosgnis

Lisrany shouid accompany these pazes; especidly as 1o res; cetanie eny,
of the present size has ever come to the author’s hnowledge,

ving

The next Book-Hiro upon the canvis of ow discussion is Rovrrr Haenay,
Earl of Oxford. But no !—not another word rcduting 1o bis Library siall e heve
disclosed.  Wherefore? Eamine, [ besech you, pp. do1-8, of the Bibliomania ;
and then, placing your hand upon your heart, e you cons Seitiousl 1equire o
syllable further upon the subject?  Tut why put his nae into the wouth of the
Decameronic Monarch of the Day 2 Apparently thou hast caught uie, “ cuninge
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Valdarfer Boccaccio of 14717 They need not; for their
own libraries contained book-gems of equal lustre with the

reder.’ Yet suppose we substitute the name of Epwarp Harrey, Earl of Oxford
and Mortimer, r1s Son? With all my heart, master Rosicrusius, if thou hast any
thing thereunto appertaining connected with the soox-Man1a ! Oh nol—not a
jot: not aniota;® yet as a farce to the tragedy, or supplement to the narrutive,
in the work just referred to, may we not discourse somewhat of the said Edward
Earl of Oxford’s Encrisr Corns? especially as, within this present year of our
Lord 1817, the Anglo-numismatic mania hath raged in a manuer at once unpre-
cedented and uncontrolled. Thus our tastes and passions shift and vary. All for
Wy~NkYN DE WoRDE to-day—for StMoN to-morrow !

I possess the late Bishop of Ely’s priced catalogue of the sale of the Bronzes,
Pictures, and Coins, of the nobleman under discussion. They were all sold by
Mr. Cock, * at his house in the Great Piazza, Covent Garden,’ in the month of
March 1741-2: each sale comprising six days. The Pictures and Bronzes pro-
duced 38661. 35s.—but the sum total of the Coins (much less, I conceive) has not
been cast up by the Bishop. I shall, however, from the priced catalogue
(apparently executed at the time) present the curious reader and lover of numis-
matic virtu, with some of the prices for which a few of the more precious articles
from this collection were disposed of. And first for

En~ovrisu SiLver Corns.t

Epwarp L.
16 His Groat, exceeding scarce and fine preserved, weight 3 put. 9 gr. 6L 16s. 6d.

® Just let me mention however, that a notice of Lord Oxford’s books appeared
not only in the title-page of a catalogue, but really in a collection sold by Mr.
Robins of Coveut Garden, in the winter of 1815 : and more especially the large
paper Hearnes which once adorned that library. They were fine, sound, i
copics—bound in sombre calf. Messrs. Payne and Foss, I believe, yet possess
a few of them. But even as lave as the month of May, in this present year, a
choice rarity or two from the same HarLEIAN LiBRARY was sold by auction, by
Mr, Evans—as the library of the Hon. Auditor Harley—in which appeared
(no. 1185) the Richarde Cuer du Lyon of 1528, printed by W. de QVorde:
wanting two leaves ; but bringing, nevertheless, the sum of 40L save one! 4

t By way of illustrating what is above intended to be conveyed respecting
the present rage for OLp Excrisu Coixs, let me subjoin, at the foot of these
extracts from the catalogue of Lord Oxford's Coins, a few specimens from ¢ 4
Catalogue g the very valuable and eatensive Collection of Ancient and Modern
Coins and Meduls, collected by Thomas Hollis Esq. and Thomas Brand Hollis, Esg.
Sold by auction by Mr. Sotheby. May, 14, 1817. (Six days sale, 727 articles.
Total amount 3223l. 15s. 6d.) First, as above observed, for

English Silver Coins.
302 A Groat, supposed to have been coined by the Dutchess of Bur-
undy for Perkin Warbeck, when he invaded England, 1474.
olhes Supplement, p. 3, no. 33, fine and extremely rare, 10l 0s. 0d.

444 Evizaserh, with broad cross, 1575, p. 6, no. 6, extremely fine
and rare, - - - - - 10 10 0
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keimelion to which we are now alluding. The Sunder-
land Collection which ennobles Blenheim, will, from recent

Ricuarp I
20 Groat, in fine preservation, weight 69 gr. Peuny, reverse, civiTas
ronpoN. Ditto, reverse, c1vitas esoraci. Halfpenny, reverse,
CIVITAS LONDON, very scarce and in fine preservation, - 8 30

446 Shillings, Hexry VIIth. Folkes, p. 6, no. 18, fine and extremely
rare, - 23 20
(At Lord Oxfords sale it produced lsl. 2. 6d.: a Inuch higher
price, considering the difference of the value of specie.)
459 The Oxford pound piece of Cuantes I The Kingt ling on
armour, reverse, inscription in a compartment, 1644, 8
work, p. 12, no. 18, well prescrved and very rare, - 15 00
Let us, in the second place, adhering to the order above observed, notice the
prices which were given for some of the rarer

English Gold Coins.

229 Epwagrp III. Lis quarter florin: for a particular account of this
very curious, and we believe, unique piece, see Snelling’s Gold
Coinage, plate 1, no. 1, wenbhmg E.14 gruns Itisin the highest
possible preservation, - 105 00
230 Enwuo I11. the Noble of hns 20th year, welghmg 130 grains,
fine and extremely rare, 16 50
236 szav VIL. his double Royal or boverelgn. p 2, no. 4, fine and
- 10 10 0
287 Hunv VIII his Soverugn, no. 19, very ﬁne, - - 6150
240 Hengy VIII. called the George Noble : from the figure of St.
George on horseback, piercing the Dragon, p. ¢, no. 8, well

}&nsewed and very rare, 15 00
241 Hzvry VIIL a Pound Sovereign of hu 84th year, no. 15, very fine, 6 10 0
336 Epwarp VL. the Double Sovereign of his 4th year. The King in

a chair of state, Mint mark. The dragon’s head, reverse, the

arms of England and France inscribed ¢ Jhesu autem transiens per

medium illorum ibat,’ weughmg 476 grains: engraved in Folkes,

L. 8, from this coiu: highly preserved and extremely rare, 99 00
387 Epwarp VL his Angel, Mint mark, the dragons head. Snellmg,
plate 3, no. 14, fine and rure, 9196

838 Mary, ber Royal: the Queenina :hnp, and a sword in her right

hand, a shield, with the royal arms, ia her left hand : date, 1553,

reverse, the radiated rose in the centre, surrounded with lions

and crowns, inscribed ¢ a Dno. Factu. est istud et est mirabi. in

occul uris,’ weighing 120 gruins Su. p. 4, no. 3, well preserved

and of extreme rarity, 21 00
340 Evrizasern’s Royal, inscribed, Eluab D.G. Ang. Fr, ¢ M.P.R.

C. A. Regina, weight, 119 grains. Sec Folkes, p- 10, no. 1,

engraved from this picce, extremely rare, - 19150
342 EvrizasetH, the quarter and enghlh of a 50vemgn, milled, no. 17

and 18, very fine and rare, 14 14 0
344 Evizasery, her quater Sovereign, mllled and edged, Mmt mark,

a fleur-de-lis, fine and rare, - - 9 90
349 Caarres L his Three Pound piece, stmck at Oxford 1644,

Oxon. no. 10, very fine, - 12 1 6
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events, I make no doubt, be fully developed to the longing
eyes of the book-world ; and, peradventure, a rival publica-
tion to that describing the magnificent collection of a Noble

Henry VIL
26 Shilling: Epigraphe, nexricO sEPTINO DI GRA. &c. exceeding
scarce, and fincly preserved, - - - 13 26
27 Ditto, Epig. HExrIC DI GRA. - - - 4 40
Epwarp VL.

31 An exceeding fine Crown Piece. Epig. EbWARDQ VI REX. ANGL.
rrANC. HIBER. zC. The King’s profile-face crowned, somewhat
like his base shillings. Reverse, arms of France and England in
an escutcheon ; in the top of the ornaments the letter B, denoting
it was coined by Sir Martin Bowes at Durham- House in the Strand,
of which see Burleigh's Letters, published by Mr. Haines, pages
97, 89. Epig. TIMOR. DOMINI. FONS VITE. MDXLvII. It is fine
sterling, weighs 1 0z. 2 gr. A draught of it was engraved for the

Society of Antiguaries. It is an unique, - 7 70
33 Shilling, or Testoon Base, King's head in profile. Insmptxon as
the crown. Reverse, Timor pomint. &c. - - 2170

This piece is exceedingly remarkable, in that it has a counter-mark
of a portcullis close to the head, which was ordered by & Proclamation
of Queen Elisabeth, when she cried them down to six-pence. Fide
Stowe iv the year 1560. This is the only one known that has the mark.

QueeN EvizabeTn

101 Sovereign of her first year, 9 put. 18 gr. - - 2 80
102 Ryal of the samc year, 4 put. 22 gr. - - - 8 80
103 Sovereign; Mint mark, a Key, 1588, 7 put. 6 gr. Dmo, Mint

mark a Ton, 1592, 7 put. 3 gr. - - - 3 40
104 Ditto, Mint mark an Anchor, 7 pwt. 4 gr. Half Sovereign milled,

Sput. 14gr. - N - . - 2 40

105 Three Half Sovereigns milled, Mint mark a Flower de Lys, 1567,
3 put. 14 gr. not milled, Mint mark a Crown, 1567, 3 put. 12 gr.

Mint mark a cross Croslet, 1578, 8 put. 5 gr. - - 2 30
106 Two ditto, of 1392, 3 pwt. 14 gr. Miut mark a Wool-pack, 1594,

3 put. 15 gr. - - - - 1130
107 Angel, Mint mark a Cross, 1578, 3 put. 6 gr- Angelet, ditto, 1578,

1 put. 16 gr. - - - - - 1 .50
108 Another Angel, Mint mark » Ton, 1592, 3 put. 6 gr. A Quarter

Angel, 20 gr. - - - - 1 20

109 A Half Crown, 20 gr. A Piece of one of her last Sovereigns, on
which her face is most admirably expressed, 1 put. 15 gr. 4 40
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Relative of the Possessor of the Blenheim Library, may
come forth in due season, and with a due guerdon of praise.

150 A medallion of Henry VIII. with a Latin, Greek, and Hebrew in-
scription, in Evelyn, p. 89, 1 0s. 9 put. 12 gr. - - 818 56
151 A like medallion of Eduard V1. not in Evelyn, £ oz, 7 put. 22 gr. 12 15 0

Exovisn GoLp Mepats.

152 A medal of Queen Elizabeth, her head, inscription, Quid nos sine

Te, reverse, u castle, @vip noc 81NE T, not in Evelyn, 2 pwt. 17 gr.

A medal of Prince Henry, Frelyn, p. 103, 7 puwt. 1 gr. 576
153 A medal of King Charles I. the King's head, and usual titles,

reverse, arms of Great Britain, FLORENT. CONCORDIA REGNA.

not in Evelyn. Inauguration medal of King Charles I. Evelyn,

p- 104, 14 put. 6 gr. - - - - 8 40
154 Aunother medal of this King, reverse, city of London, soL ornEM

REDIENS, 8IC REX ILLVMINAT URBEM. Evelyn, p. 109. A small

medal of this Kiug. His head, and uo inscription, 1 03. 5 put. 2 gr. 6 16 0
153 Medal of Lord Fairfar, reverse, POST HEC MELIORA. 1645, ME-

rvisTL. Evelyn, p. 116, 6 put. 6 gr. - - - 1100
156 Another of the same Lord : his face, but no inscription, reverse, as

the last. It has a loop, 3 pwt. A thin plate, with a head, 19471 6 0
157 A medal of Oliver on the victory at Dunbar. Evelyn, p. 117,

4 put. 9 gr. - - - - - 900
158 A medallion on Oliver’s death, struck by his son. Evelyn, p. 119,

2os. dput. 4gr. - - - - 11 50
159 A medal on the same occasion, the face-side struck from the

shilling dye, reverse, as the last, 11 put. 3 gr. - 3140
160 A smaller on the same occasiou, like the first, 4 put. 3 gr. 7 00

Cuarves 1L
161 His iuauguration medal at Scoon, not in Evelyn, 7 put 22 gr. Ditto
in England, by Simon. Evelyn, p. 129, 7 put. 8 gr. - 3110
162 A medallion by Simon. King’s head laureated, with his titles,
reverse, the Royal Oak and sun over it, 3am. rLORESCIT. 23 dp.

1661, with a loop, 1 oz. 16 put. 20 gr. - - - 770
Q. Whether not designed for the Order of the Royal Oak? Notin
Evelyn.
163 A fine medallion on the Dytch War, pro. TALIBUS Avais. Evelyn,
p- 137, 4 02. 19 put. 18 gr. - - - 21 00
164 A wedal of King Charles and Queen Catharine. Ev. 1 oz. 12 put.
19 gr. - - - - - 6176

165 The Lucas’s Farthing, as commonly called, QvATVOR 3MARIA.
viNDIco. struck in gold, 6 put. 2 gr. A small medal with the
Prince’s feathers, reverse, s1 Vis OMNIA 8VBJICERE, 8VBJICE
RATIONI, 2 puwt. 20 gr. - - - - 2 10
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At any rate, there is no harm in the indulgence of this
pleasing bibliomaniacal hope—or dream !

Mzpars or Kine Janes IL

166 His Coronation medal. Evelyn, p. 148, 10 pxt. 23 gr. - 2 80
167 JACOBVS WALLIXE PRINCEPS, reverse, a ship in a storm, sacTaTva.

NON. MERGITVR UNDIS, 1 0. 16 pwt. 14 gr. - - 8100

Kive WiLLian.
168 Coronation medal of King William and Queen Mary, 11 pwt. 21gr. ¢ 8 0
169 A medallion of King William on taking Namur, 3 oz. 2 puwt. 12 18 0
QuEeeN ANxe.

170 A medal of taking Vigo, 1 os. 14 put. 4 gr. - - 7 26
171 Ditto on the Peace, 15 pwt. 14 gr. - - - 8 60
172 Her Farthing, struck in gold, 6 put. 4 gr. - - 250

Kivo Georee I

173 A fine medallion on his being made Elector, 5 o0s. 11 pwt. 13 gr. 23 15 0
174 His Coronation medal, 14 put. 14 gr. - - 3 40

175 Coronation medal of King George I1. 15 pwt 2 gr. Ditto of Queen
Caroline, 14 pwt. 15 gr. - - 6 60

176 A gold seal of Edmund King of Sicily, brothcr of ng Henry II1.
of England, 8 pwt. 11 gr. - - - 4 00
I will conclude this supplement to the HarLEIAN ENTERTAINMENT Which
appears in the Bibliomania, by subjoining a speciren of the bibliographical gos-

sipping of the owner of these coins, &c. in a letter to Tom Hearne.
Epwarp, Earc or Oxrorp, 10 T. HEARNE.

¢ S1n, I assure you I am very sorry I have not answered your letters which
you was so kind as to send me. I tell you truly it proceeded not from any
neglect of you, or uny unwillingness to communicate to you any thing in my
power ; for whenever I have an opportunity to pleasure you with any thing I
have, it is a very great satisfaction to me As to your letter in relation to
Durandus, I could not for some time come at the book to answer your question
fully : at least to go as far as I could [wish]. There is a “ Durandus’s Rationale
Divinorum Officiorum” in All Souls’ library, very imperfect. I believe it was
discovered to be that book by Dr. Tanner. I have been so told. I have some
reason to think that this was the only copy in England ® of that book till the
year 1715, when the copy came over which I have ; it is printed in folio upon
vellum, and very fair. It contains 319 pages. At the end is printed in red ink,
what I have here inclosed.t I have bad it doue for you in as exact a way as
any one I have could do it here in the country. I will take notice to you of a
great mistake of Mentelius, in his book * De vera Typographie origine,” in quarto.
I think it is plain he did not see the book page 68. If you have not the book

® There are now probably a dozen copies.
t The colophon: see it in every bibliographical work.
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Welcome, renowned HarLey ! a thousand and a thou-
sand times be thou welcome. Thy treasures, filtered through

I will have the place transcribed for you. The next book that I have is the
Catholicon Joan J. is, “ UPON VELLUM,® in two vol. in folio, illuminated,
printed in 1460. I have had transcribed what is printed at the beginning of
the first volume of the vellum, as also what is priuted at the end of the work. I
bave this printed also upon paper, the same year : this is only bound in 1 vol.
I will take notice to you that greater care was taken in illuminating the vellum
books than the paper ones, as appears from this work, both printed in one year.
I have a great number of old printed books, which T think if they were con-
sidered, something [more] would come out as to printing, and the history of it,
than has yet been taken notice of, though perhaps I may be mistaken.

I have a great number of books printed by Caxrox, and in very good con-
dition, except a very few. I think the number is forty-two.t Have you any notes
relating to that good honest man? I think he deserves those titles, and I may
add, industrious teo. I have several very curious books printed by those that
succeeded him in that work, I mean that business. Pray what is your opinion
of that book said to be printed at Oxford in 14682 The signatures stare one in
the face, I do not know how to get off of that affair as yet. I hupe you will
help me; that only sticks with me. The register of Abp. Bourchier is I think
not in being.

As to what you desire in your letter of Nov. 17, that I would send you Mr.
Wanley’s trauscript of « Benedictus Abbas Petroburgensis de Vita et Gestis
Henrici I1. di.® This briugs into my mind the terrible calamity that has befallen
the Cottonian Library through the villainy of that mopster in nature, Beatley.
He must be detested by all human creatures, I mean the civilized part of them.
I think the mau that stole the books at Cambridge by much the honester man.
I beg pardon for this; but I have not yet been able to bring myself either to
write or speak on this subject with any sort of temper or patience. I believe I
never shall.  All my MSS. are in London : as soon as I go to town I will send
you the MS. of Benedict the Ablot, and also that other MS. the Annales Dun-
staplie. You shall have them both together, if you do not contradict me in
your next. There are those that set a very great value upon Benedict, and give
him the preference to any of his cotemporaries. Of this you will be the best
judge when you come to lovk into him. This, I know, was Mr. Wanley’s
opinion, which was one reason of transcribing him for the press.

I have had the pleasure, when I went to Cambridge, of waiting upon Mr.

® This copy came into the collection of Count Mac-Carthy, and was purchased
by the Rt. Hon. T. Grenville, of Messrs. Payne and Foss, who had obtained it
at the sale of that library : see p.171, ante,

t Lord Spencer has fifty Caxtons: but see post.

t Sce Bibl. Spencer, vol. iv. p. 351.
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the base ingredients of Tom Osborne’s warehouse,® yet occa-
sionally rejoice our eyes and gladden our hearts. The disper-

Baxer of St. John's, that reverend and most worthy man. I saw him about a
fortnight since. He told nie he had heard frum you, and mentioned you, as he
always does, with great respect. I had the pleasure to see him look very well
He is an example to the whole University, but I fear few will follow him. At
his age [75] he is up by four 0’Clock in the morning, goes constantly to chapel
at five ; and this he does without any regard to the season.

* Tam happy at home with the company of Mr. George Harbin, and Dr. Mid-
dlcton. Both desire you will accept of their hearty service. My Lord Dupplin
desires you will not forget hini, nor think he has forgot you. He is your servant.
My Lord has given me all the books priuted at Constuntinople. Mr. William
Thomas desires to be remenbered to you.

I have been very busy in furnishing a new room I built last year for books,
and it is quite full ; it is in length 47 feet, in breadth 21 feet.

T am now to make my retreat, for it is not reasonable to take up so much of
your time, that know so well how to employ it. I wish you a merry Christmas
and a happy new year, and 1nany of them, I am, with true respect, Sir,

Your most humble Servant,
Oxrorp.
Letters written by Eminent Persons, &c. 1813, 8vo. vol. ii. pp. 82-8. It is observed
in a note that ¢ In the collection frum which these letters are taken, there are
many others from the Earl of Oxford to Hearne, on literary subjects. They all
express the greatest kindness, but contain no important anecdotes or infor-
mation.

* filtered through the basc ingredients of Tom Osborne’s warehouse,] The duo-
decimo regiment of ms. memoranda-bocks, unce belonging to the late William
Herbert, and now in my possession, furnishes me with a ¢ right merrie and
conceited icst,” or ¢ interlude,’ (which ever the reader pleases) connccted with
the ¢« warchouse of Tom Osborne.’ Herbert has copied this ¢ merry jest’ (worth
all the ¢ merry gestys of the Wydow Edyth’ put together) from the ¢ hand-
writing of B. Ihbot :* who was keeper of the Archiepiscopal library at Lambeth,
and who dicd (according to Nichols's Literary Anccdotes, vol. v. p. 289) in 1725.
¢ This was Dr. Rawlinson's catalogue : the prices marked by his own hand.
N.B. Tuis suid they were sold for Mr. Osborne to clear his shop to make roum
for other Looks, as also to raise sume moncy towards the payment for Lorp
Oxiurp’s Lisrany. T was there myself several cvenings, niore out of curiosity
than as & purchaser : buying not more than two or thrce bouks which I then

* Lord Dupplin was a great purchaser at the sale of the pictures of Lord
Oxfurd, on his decease.  Among other pieces, he bought (6th day no. 48) ¢ A
sca-storm, with a sun-set, an octagon, by Claude Lorraine* for 520 10L and (no.
47) ¢ Sir Kenclu Digby, his Lady and two Sons, a most capital picture by
Vandyke,’ tor 1750 5. This latter was the highest price article sold.
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sion of them was as reproachful as their loss was irremediable.
Where the carcase lies, the cagles will be gathered toge-
ther: and a luscious feast, I warrant you, the bibliomaniacal

fancicd. Here, Lord Coleraine. attended every night, and he very seldom
exceeded 1s. for an octavo, 1s. 6d. for a quarto, and 2s. for a folio : and I believe
he bought above a cart load full, if not more. Dr. Rawlinson and other book-
mongers were there, almost constantly. They were sold in the coffee room, and
many were drinking wine, punch, coffee, &c. that attended to purchase !’ Tom
Osborne, however, was doomed to receive this ¢ cart-load full’ of books in return,
when he purchased the whole of Lord Colerainc's library, upou the death of that
Nobleman in 1749. But ¢ Tom* was guilty of detaining ¢ some of the family
papers, which were with difficulty recovered from him.’ General. Biogr. Dict.
vol. xvii. p. 147. Edit. Chalmers.

I have not yet done with Tom Osborne. That renowned bibliopolist must
have becn a very extraordinary fellow : full of business, bustle, and chicanery—
as the ensuing curious morceau demonstrates. It is Browne Willis who
narrates — speaking of his work upon the Cathedrals. ¢ The title-page, dated
1742, is a hookscller’s trick, to give a new title to an old book, in order to get
rid of unsold copies. The Surecys were printed for R. Gosling, at the Middle
Temple Gate in Fleet-street, in 1727. « My bovhselier, Mr. Francis Gosling
(now, anno 1757, a bauker) havin: left off that trade he sold the copies of my
Cathedrals to Mr. OsBournNE, who, to dispose of them, very knavishly advertised
that I had given the histories of all the 26 Cathedrals. On which account, in
my own vindication, I printed the nuder-written advertisement, in the London
Evening Post, March 5-8, 1743. ¢ Whereas it hath been lately advertised in
several public papers, and particularly at the end of the proposals for printing
by subscription the two first volumes of Biblivtheca Hurleiuna, that there is now
re-published in three volumes. 4to. ¢ A survey of the Cathedrals of Durham, &c.
by Browne Willis, Esq. : this is to inform the publick that the said Browne
Willis has not published any account of the members, or given any description,
history, or draughts whatsoever of these following Cathedrals ; viz. Canterbury,
Norwich, Salisbury, Wells, and Excter ; and that, what he has published in
relation to the history of the four Welsh Cathedrals ; viz, St. David's, Landaff,
Bengor, and St. Asaph, is in four separate 8vo. volnmes, printed about 20 year
ago.” Nichols's Literary Anecdotes, vol. vi. p. 198. Osborne’s shop, however,
seems to have been something like the modern repository in Pall Mall, for the
seduction of bibliomaniacal youth in the purchase of noox-rariTies. Thus
writes the famous Lord Chesterfield thereupon, in one of his letters to bis son.
« When you return here, I am apt to think that you will find something better
to do than to run to Mr. Oshorne’s, at Gray's Inn, to pick up scARCE BoOks.
Buy good buoks, and read them. The best books are the commonest, [Ob,
heresy unprecedented !] and the last editivns are always the best if the editors
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eagles of that period partookof ! There they hovered collected,
in Tom OsBorNE’s front or back shop, pouncing upon their
prey, and carrying home, as they listed, and almost at their
own prices, whatever tickled their palates or was supposed to
strengthen their constitutions !

Lisarpo. I wish I had lived in that fattening period !

Lysanper. Cease such heresy. Look to the left of you..
Would you have been then blest with the Lady Armansa,
who has twined so completely round your heart? ...

The lovely sits beside thee
Take the good the gods provide thee !

Lorenzo. Excellent, illustrious monarch ! Let us ¢ rend
the sky with loud applause !’

Lisarpo. I readily confess my heresy....

ALmaxNsa. And as readily reccive pardon. But you have
not yet done with your account of the Ruins of the Harleian
Lidrary ?

Lysanpez. Completely. I have nothing further of novelty
to advance upon the subject. Yet I should be ashamed of
myself if I omitted to scize every opportunity of encouraging
you to become masters of the treasure of bibliographical
lore contained in the Typographical Annals of MAITTAIRE,
and the disquisitions upon the Origin of Printing by
MEeErmAN :* works, which are nearly master-pieces of their

are not blockheads ; for they may profit of the former. But take care not to
understand editions and titlc-pages too well. [More and more frightfully here-
tigal!] It siways smells of pedantry, and not always of learning. Beware of the
Bibliomanie.’ vol. ii. p. 354. ¢ O most lame and impotent conclusion !’

® Marrraire aud Meerman.] There they are oprosiTE to you, courteous
reader! A ¢ par nobile fratrum’ in the bibliographical department : bat Maittaire
was a scholur, critic, and philologist. Lysander is perfectly right in the eulogy
bestowed upon his Typographical Annals. It was not till lately that I made
myself a tolerable master of the 2nd and 3rd volumes of that work ; which are
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kind—especially the former. Indeed I have little hesitation
in admitting that no country, not excepting Germany, con-
tains such scholar-like and philological information as runs
along, like a fruitful stream at the base of a gigantic moun-
tain, the text of Maittaire.

PaiLemoN. Remember PaNzER. . .

Lysanper. I do: and cannot, like many other biblio-
maniacs, even exist without him! His work is more full,
more lucid, and more accurate. Indeed it is a perfectly
astonishing performance—especially the first four volumes :
and perhaps we cannot reasonably expect any thing to go
beyond it. But the work of Maittaire is of a differcnt, and
somewhat higher cast of character.

Now then for a brief review only of some few literary
productions, or rather of Collectors of Libraries of the
middle and latter end of the Eightecnth Century, which had
either escaped me in my exertions on a former occasion, or
of which the notice was too limited or imperfect. These
characters occupy the farthest distance in our bibliomaniacal

indeed of a most entertaining and instructive character; as the Fryrm and
Sixta Davs of this Decameron may, till better evidence be adduced, sufficiently
attest. The notes, almost as elaborate as those of the present work, are the
result of curious research and much reading ; and those err strangely who sup-
posethat the pages of Maittaire exhibit only a dry list of books in the chronologi-
cal order in which they were printed. The labours of Panzér have almost
superseded the necessity of consulting the first volume of Maittaire : yet the
notes of the latter, as usual, are oftentimes instructive.

Next to Maittaire, in chronological order, MEERMAN was the most learned of
bibliographers. He left behind him a noble library of books, coins, and anti-
quities ; enriched by the additions made to it by his son, recently deceased==who
had been a Senator of Bonaparte. The Meerman Museum is the property of
the widow of the son, during her life: afterwards it goes, according to testa-
mentary disposition, for the benefit of the public—as & NaTIONAL BEQUEST!
Letthe names of Maittaire and Meerman be always held in the profound respect
to which they are unquestionably entitled.
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mirror. Leaving you to wonder at the first publication of
an Edinburgh Review some three-score years ago,® let me

*® an Edinburgh Review some three-score years ago.] I am not without the hope
that the public may be somewhat amused in consequence of this digression (for
digression it is) on the part of Lysander : since it is in my power to corroborate,
circumstantially, the position above advanced. The wonderful library at Althorp
contains a copy of the scarce and curious publication (and of what ¢ scarce and
carious publication® does it not ¢ contain a copy ) under description : of which,
in fact, only two bers were published. I subjoin the title, and a few inte-
resting extracts from this original Epinsuron Review : — from which the
reader cannot but admire the wonderful coincidence of the sentiments therein
contained with those of the modern review under the sarue title.

« The Edinburgh Review. Numb. I. [To be published every six months]
Containing an account of all the books and pamphlets that have been published
in Scotland from the first of January to the first of July 1755. To each number
will be added an Appendix, giving an account of the books pnblisbed in England
and other countries, that are most worthy of notice. Edinburgh. Printed for
G. Hanmilton, and J. Bulfour, 1755, Pr. 1s. The preface, which was written by
the late Lord Roslyn, says—* it is proposed to give a full account of all books
published in Scotland within the compass of half a year; and to take some
notice of such books published elscwhere, as are most read in this country,
or scem to have any title to draw the public attention.—~One may judge of
other men’s writings with talents muck inferior to those of the author; and to
criticise is known to be easier than to compose. They are only to exercise over
every hook, that right which the author confers upon the meanest of his readers :
They arc to judge with candour, but with freedom: Opinions they are only to
relate, not to combat : Falshood they will upon all occasions endeavour to detect:
Immoralities they would rather chouse to bury in oblivion: Principles of irre-
ligion or disaflection they will always endeavour to expose ; as a zeal for the
religion and constitution of their country, can never be inconsistent with the
greatest candor. It will be always more agreeable to them to find occasion for
praise, than for censure.’

The first article is Gordon's Hist. of Peter the Great, reviewed by Dr.
Rosertsox. The sccond, Hutcheson's Moral Philosophy, which was reviewed by
Dr. Braig, thus concludes : ¢ Ou the whole ; whatever objections may be rade
to some few paiticularities of Hutcheson®s scheme, yet, as a system of morals,
his work deserves, in our judgment, considerable praise: he shews a thorough
acquaintance with the subject of which he treats. His philosophy tends to
inspire generous sentiments and amiable views of human natare. It is particu.
larly calculated to promote the social and friendly affections; and we cannot
but agree with the author of the preface, that it has the air of being dictated by
the heart, no less than the head. As to the style and manner ; no system can
be expected to be very entertaining, and allowances are always due to a post-
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point to you the pensive and modest cast of character which
occupies our attention in the form and figure of James
Jove. His books are a commentary upon his name: for
more joy-creating copies are no where to be seen. What a

humous work, which may be supposed not to have received the author’s last
hand, Elegance has not been studied in the composition ; but the style, though
careless and neglected, cannot justly be taxed as either mean or obscure.’ p. 23.

Dr. JarpInNE reviewed the theological subjects: and the late Lord Rosslyn
reviewed Barclay’s Rudiments of the Greek Tongue. Dr. Apam Smitr was the
reviewer of Johnson's Dictipnary. He thus concludes : < In this country, the
usefulness of it [* Mr. Johnson’s Dictionary *] will be soon felt, as there is no
standard of correct language in conversation ; if our recommendation could in
any degree incite to the perusal of it, we would earnestly recommend it to ail
those who are desirous to improve and correct their language, frequently to
consult the dictionary. Its merit must be determined by the frequent resort
that is had to it. This is the most unerring test of its value : criticisms may be
false, private judgments ill founded ; but if & work of this nature be much in
use, it has received the sanction of the public approbation.’ p. 73.

The first Number, with the Appendix, contains 17 articles; which are
reviewed in 77 pages; Johnson’s Dictionary, which is the longest, is reviewed
in 12 pages. In the second Number, which contains 13 articles, Jortin's Six
Dissertations are reviewed by Dr. Blair: A Letter ¢ To the Authors of the
Edinburgh Review,’ from p. 63 to p. 79, concludes the second number. A ms.
note in Lord Spencer’s copy, which has supplied the foregoing names of the
authors of the several reviews, informs me that ¢ this work was never continued
beyond these two numbers’ It was however, as all the world well knows,
revived in the year 1802; and fifty-five numbers of this second series, already
published (two of which numbers make a substantial octavo volume) attest both
the popularity of the work and the wealth which consequently accrues to the pro-
prietor of it. Of some of these numbers (and I believe of the 26th or 27th in parti~
cular) not fewer than 12,000 copies were sold. The modern Edinburgh Review
has, however, a tough and doughty rival in the Quarterly : which latter, report
whispers, now ¢ whips out a rapier* as long as that of its antagonist: in other
words, Mr. Murray, the publisher of the latter, circulates as many numbers as
Mr. Constable the vendor of the former. It is pleasant however to learn that the
utmost good humour and harmony prevail between these rival bibliopolists.
They meet (when Mr. C. makes his anuual visit to the metropolis) at the same
catch-club, of which they are members ; take parts in the same glee ; (“ Glorious
Apollo’) and like the contending editors of a certain morning and evening
newspaper, walk arm'in arm in the same Bond-street promenade |-~ the walk in
Poules’ being now utterly discarded.

VOL. I1II. X
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hand too, this bibliomaniac wrote ! Large, legible, and well-
proportioned. Let me see...no:—I had imagined that a
fac-simile of it had accompanied me from home, but it is not
80. Remember only that when you see a copy of a favourite
work announced in a bookseller’s catalogue as having formerly
belonged to the library of James Joye,* that you miss not
a post, if absent—or lose not a minute, if present—in endea-
vouring to secure such a treasure.

Lisarpo. Thanks for the hint. James Joye is already
down in my book-tablet. Proceed.

Lysanpie. I will now mention a name which shall thrill
your bibliomaniacal nerves—BryanN Farrrax !t You will

® the library of Jaues Jovx.] All that I have been enabled to collect of this
once eminent and tasteful collector, is confined to the following brief memorial ;
kindly supplied me, from enquiries made of the descendants of the deceased, by
Mr. Johu Payne. ¢ James Joye was born about the year 1680, and went to
Baliol College, Oxford. He was originally intended for the Church; but his
elder brother dying, he came into the possession of the large family estate iu
Northamptonshire. He departed this life in 1740, and the following year his
library, which he kept in town, was sold to some bookseller, whose name is now
unknown : but quere Tom Osborne? The book-mania seized on him while at
Oxford. His collection consisted of fine rather than rare books, which in general
are in beautiful prescrvation. Lysander is right in desiguating the joyful emo-
tions which a sight of Joye's long-tailed autograph is sure to create in the bosom
of the ¢ thorough-bred!” In Joye’s time there did not prevail so very refined a
general taste; and our bibli jiac may be idered as the prototype of
CRACHERRODE.

t Bryan Farmrrax.] The name of this distinguished book-collector, of whom
indeed little is known, and who, in all probability, was a pretty constant visitor
(as intimated by Lysander) of Tom Osborne—especially when the latter had just
got possession of the Harleian Library—cannot fail to be acceptable to the reader.
What here cnsueth, therefore, ought to be considered as a very bibliomaniacal
bonne-bouche : it being nothing more or less than a transcript from the copy of
the Catalogue of the Fairfax Library in which the ¢ taxation prices’ (as they are
called) are introduced : that is to say, in which each article was valued for the
express purposc of the purchase of the whole by Mr. Child. The title to
the Catalogue is thus: from which it will be evident that the Library was
intended for sale by public auction. ¢ A Catalogue of the Entire and Valuable
Library of the Honourable Bryan Fairfax, Esq. onc of the Commissioners of his
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immediately annex the names of CriLp and Osterley Park
with the foregoing. Yes—yonder velvet-coated figure, once
a Commissioner of his Majesty’s Customs, was, I make no

Moajesty’s Customs, Deceased ; which will be sold by Auction, by Mr. Prestage,
at his great room the eud of Savile-Row, next Conduit-Street, Hanover-Square.
To begin selling on Monday, April 26,1756, and to continue for seventeen days
successively (Sundays excepted.) Catalogues to be had at the Place of Sale,
and at W. Bathoe’s, Bookseller in Excter Exchange in the Strand. Price Six-
pence;’ pp. 68, 8vo. Itis hardly necessary to add that this copy (in Mr. Heber’s
possession) is unique.

Now then, curious reader, for specimens of some of the rarer bijoux contained
in this very estimable collection. The prices annexed, by the valuer of the
library, will occasionally cause a pricking, shooting, or twinge—as violent (but
productive of different results) as that which has been described, at pages 152-3,
as molesting the very worthy Mr. Payne upon the disposal of his imagined editio
princeps of Boccaccio!

24 Life of Brown the Cut Purse, b. L. 1592, 8vc. - ol. 15.0d.
25 Gesta Romanorum, b. 1. 8vo. - - - 0 06
26 The Flower of Fricndship, b. 1. 8vo. - - - 0 13
27 Account of the Murder of the P. of Orange, b. 1. 1582, 8vo. 0 66

62 The Chirche of the evyll Mén and Women, whereof Lucyfer is the
Heed, and the Members is all the Players, Dyssolute and Synners
reproved, b. |. and the parlyment of devylles, b. 1. 1509, 4ta. 2 8 0
66 Three to One, being an English Spanish Combat, by Pyke, 4t0.1626,0 7 O

67 Lindsey’s Works, b. 1. 4to. 1581, - - 033
68 Fenton’s Tragical Discourses, b. 1. 4to. 1567, - - 0 10
69 Horace’s Satyres, by Drant, b. 1. 4to. 1566, - - 0 26
70 The ordynary of Crystycas, b. l. 4to. 1506, - - 0 40
72 New Testament, Lat. and Eng. by Hollybushe, b. 1. 1538, 4to. 1 10 0
73 by Tyndale, 1536, 4to. - - 1 50
83 La Puce de Madame des Roches, 4to. Par. 1582, - 016 0
85 Q. Elizabeth’s Closet of Physical Secrets, and a Treatise on the
Plague and the Pox, 4to. 1656, - - - 0100
86 The Bouk called the Festivals, b. 1. by Winkyn de Worde, 4to. 1552, 1 18 0
126 Lucanus, C. M. C. T. folio, editio princeps, - - 10 00
127 Philocolo di Boccacio, C. T. editio princeps, Venet. 1472, 6 60
148 Bibliotheca Marchiana, cum Pretiis H. Com. 1712, - 0106
168 Bernardiana, with prices, 1711, - - 076

199 Have with you to Saffron Walden, or Gab. Harvey’s Hunt is up,1596,0 18 0
200 A Poore Knight, his Pallace of private Pleasure, b. I. 4to. 1579, 0 10 6
204 The Christmasse exercise of sundrie well-courted Gentlemen, b. 1.

4to. 1582, - - - - - 0 16
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doubt, a most determined and constant visitor of the fore-
mentioned warehouse of Tom Osborne ; especially when the
latter had just purchased the Harleian Library .

205 E. K.’s Shepheardes Calender, b. 1. 4to. 1586, - - 0l.6s.0d.
206 Gascoign's Droomme of Domesday, b. 1. 4to. 1576, - 0170
207 The Castel of Helth, by Elyot, b. 1. 4to. 1541, - 0 39
208 Greene's Tritameron of Love, 4to. 1584, [Pape !] - 0 16
220 Gibson’s Chronicon Saxonicum, 4to. Oxon. 1692, - 100
245 A large and curious Collection of very Old Bdlldl,z vol. b. 1. folio.

(See a similar collection at p.  , ante) - 2 00
291 Debate betweene the Heraldes of England and Frnnce, b. 1. (See

Bibliomania, p. 13.) - - - 070
337 A Petite Pallace of Pettie his Pleasure, b. 1. 4to. - 0 80

338 Stanbrigi Vocabula, b. 1. printed by Wynkyn de Worde, 4to. 1. 60
339 Churchyarde’s Account of the Quecn’s entertainment in Suffolk

and Norfolk, b. 1. 4to. - - 1100
843 Lindesey’s Satyre of the three Estates, Edmb 1602. - 0 16
863 Fisher on the Peuitential Psalms, b. L by Wynkyn de Worde, 4to.

1508, - - - 1 80
364 Book of Festivals, b. . 4t0. 1499, - - - 2 00
389 Dugdale's Antiquities of Warwickshire, Lond. folio, 1656, 3 00
890 Thoroton’s Antiquities of Nottinghamshire, folio, 1677, - 1 60
454 The Castle of Love by Bowrchier, b. 1. 8vo. - 0 16
475 Dickison’s Arisbas, Euphues Slumbering or Cupid’s Joumey to Hell,

b. 1. 4to. 1594, - - - - 1 00
476 Busl's Travels in a Pynace by Air, Land, and Water,b. 1. 4t0. 1608,0 5 6
477 Historic of Chinon of England, b. . 4to. 1597, - - 1 40
491 Ortus Vocabulorum & Medulla Grammaticee, de Worde, 4to. by

Wynkyn de Worde, 1518, - - - 1 10
498 Collection of Catalogues with the Prices, folio, - 1 60
542 Ovidii Opera, 3 Tom. Editio Princeps [Sic!] folio, 1480, 15150
578 Tragicall Historie of two English Lovers, b. 1. 8vo. 1568, - 070
579 Floures for Latine Spekynge, by Udall, b. L. 8vo. 1535, - 0 56
677 K. Edward VI. Com. Prayer Book, b. 1. folio, 1549, - 0130
679 Coverdale’ Bible, folio, 1536, - - . 2 00
772 Martialis Epigrammata, editio perantig. 410, - - 110
775 Scogin’s Jests and other Tracts, b. 1. 4to. - - 0 50
776 History of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, b. 1.

4to0. 1634, - - - - - 0120
778 History of Palladine of England, b. 1. 4to0. 1664, - - 0 19
817 Strabonis Geographis, Lat. C. M. C. R. 1477, - 18 00

819 Idem Liber, edit. princeps, C. M. C. T. Lit. init. decorat. 38 50
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PriLeMoN. Why do you draw this inference ?
LysanpEr. Do you ask me? Look yonder! The said
velvet-coated Bryan Fairfax absolutely raises his arm from

833 Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, Oxf. 1714, 8vo.0 6 0

839 Maundevile’s Voiage and Travaille, I. p. 1725, 8vo. - 019
890 Il Mercurio di Siri, 17 tom. Casale, 1647, 4to. - -3 00
891 Diario di Biagio Buonaccorsi, e Vita di Lorenzo de Medici,
Fior. 1568, 4to. - - - - 0 60
954 Sir Francis Vere’s Commentaries, Camb. 1657, folio, - 070
1003 The Prymer, Lat. and Eng. by K. Hen. VIIL b. l. 1537, 8vo. 0 12 0
1075 Thuani Historia, a Buckley, 7 tom. C. M. Lond. 1733, - 12 00
1094 Alfredi Res Gesta, Walsingham Hist. Regum. Anglie, Lond.
1574, - - - - - 1100

1159 Jeffery of Monmouth's British History, I. p. 8v0.1718, - 0 66
1191 Gentlemen's Acadeniie, or Booke of St. Alban's, b. 1. 1595,4to. 1 0 0

1192 Book of Christian Prayers, b. 1. 1578, 4to. - - 090
1197 Scriptores Vetustiores Rerum Britan. Lugd. 1587, folio, - 0 16 0
1200 Hollingshed’s Chronicles, 2 vols. 1587, folio, - - 4 40
1208 Froissart’s Chronicle, M. G. L. 1525, folio, 2 vols. - 1 60
1209 Hall’s Chronicle, M. G. L. 1548, folio, - - 0190
1210 Fabyan's Chronicle, 1542, folio, - -0 76
1211 Polychronicon, M. G. L. by Wynkyn de Worde, 1495, folio, 3 136
1212 Grafton’s Chronicle, 1569, folio, - - 2160
1220 Fructus Temporum, an old chronicle, by Wynkyn de Worde,

1498, folio, - - - - 4100
1228 Dugdale’s Origines Juridiciales, 1666, folio, - - } 3 00
1229 ———— Hist. of Draining Fenns, 1662, folio, -
1231 Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum, 3 tom. C. M. Lond. 1655,

folio, - - - - - 10100
1279 Turberville's Epitaphs, Epigrams, Songs and Sonnets, 1570, 8vo. 0 10 0
1284 Howard's Poems, black letter, 1585, 8vo. - - 0 30

1335 Historiz Anglicane Scriptores a Camdeno, Franc. 1602, folio, 0 9 0
1338 Historiz Anglicana decem Scriptores, a Twysden, Lond. 1652,0.0 8 0

1342 Horsley's Britannia Romana, 1. p. 1732, folio, - 7 70
1349 Dugdale’s Antiquitics of Warwickshire, 2 vol. 1780, folio, - 5 80
1350 Chauncey's Antiquities of Hertfordshire, 1700, folio, - 116 0
1371 Taylor, the Water Poet's Works, 1630, folio, - - 0 60
1373 Boccace’s Fall of Princes, by Lidgate, 1527, folio, - - 0160
1376 Orlando Inamorato di Boiardo, 1527, 8vo. - - 070
1877 1l Filocopo di Boccaccio, Venice, 1551, 8vo. - - 0100

1412 Radcliffe’s Ramble, 2 Poem, 1682, 8vo. - - } 016
1413 Brathwayt's Wildeman’s Measures, 1621, 8vo. -
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oit the mirror, holding within his hand the Harleian
copy of Caxton’s impression of the Morte & Arthur—in pre-

1436 Ariosto’s Satyres, by Markham, 1609, 8vo. - - Ol. 5s.0d.
1438 Shelton’s Don Quixote, complete, 1620, 4to. - - 076
1439 Lylie’s Euphues, and his England, 1630, 4to. - - 0 20
1444 The Arte of English Poesie, 1589, 4to. [Eheu!] - 0 16
1446 The Vision of Pierce Plowman, 1561, 4to. - - 0 16
1447 The same book, 1550, 4to. - - - - 010
1450 Gascoigne's Whole Works, 1575, 4to. - - 0 16
1451 Churchyard’s Poems, 4to. [mirabile!] - - 0 36
1460 Il Decamerone di Boccacci, C. T. F. D. Firen. 1587, 4to. 1 60
1469 Novelle de Bandello, 4 tom. Ven. 1556, 4to. - - 2 20
1494 Purchas’s Pilgrimis, 5 vol. 1625, folio, - - -5 00
1495 Hakluyt's Voyages, 2 vol. 1599, folio, - - 3160
1501 Dugdale’s History of Saint Paul's, M. G. L. 1658, folio, - 0 30
1504 Poliphili Hypncrotomachia, Ven. 1499, folio, - - 070
1516 Contes d’Eutrapel, Paris, 1548, 8vo. - - 0 30
1583 Orlando Innamorato di Boiardo, C.T. F. D. Ven. 1515 #0. 3 00O
1586 Il Decameronc di Boccacclo, C. M. C.T. Firen ap. Gmmx,
1527, 4to. - - 16 16 0
1602 The Images of the Old Tcstnment Lyom, 1549, 4to. - 0 36
1605 Ashmole's Theatrum Chesmicum, Lond. 1652, 4to. - 0 16
1683 Propos Memorables des Nobles Hommes par Coruzet. This was
Q. Elisabeth’s book, Par. 1567, 8vo. - - 0 76
1835 T. Rawlinson’s Catalogue, with prices, 1721, 8vo. - - 0160
1951 Bibliotheca Uriesiana, cum pretiis, H. Com. 1719, - 0100
1952 ———— Exquisitissima, cum pretiis, H. Com. 1714, - 0100
2011 Cronica Ranulphi Cistrensis Monachi, English, folio, - 0 80
2019 Histoire de Sainct Greall, ou Livre de la Table Ronde, Par.
1523, folio, - - - - - 1116
2013 Faictz Merveilleux du Huon de Bourdeaulx, 1545, fol. - 4 40
2014 Histoire de Valentin ct Orson, Lyon, 1493, folio, - 1100
2015 Gower de Confessione Amantis, by Caxton, 1183, folio, -3 00
€016 Stultifera Navis, b. I - - - 0 10 6
2017 Bouk of the Faytes of Armes, by Caxton, folio, - -1116
2018 Iistoric of the four Sonnes of Aimon by Wynkyn de Worde
[Coplande], 1554, folio, - - - - 1 00
2019 Caxton’s Chronicle, Imperf. 1480, - - 2 20
2020 The same bouk, 1480, - - - 5 00
2021 Virgil’s Eneydos, by Caxton, 1490, fulio, - - 1100
2022 Historie of King Arthur, M.* by Caxton, 1183, folio, - 2126

® See the Typog. Antiguities, vol. i. p. 241: where this copy is fully de-
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cisely the same binding and condition which distinguished
it in its previous place of destination. But do not imagine

2023 Cicero of old age, M. by Caxton, 1481, folio, - - 21.2:.0d.
2024 Mirrour of the Worlde, by Caxton, 1480, folio, - -3 00
2025 Sayngs of Philosophers, by Caxton, 1477, folio, - 6 00
2026 Recueyll of the Histories of Troy, by Caxton, 1471, folio, 8 80
2027 Salustius, C. T. F. D. Ven. 1514, - 0 60
2147 Tenores Novelli, C. T. F. D. Lond. printed by Wlll de Mach-

linia, folio, - - - - 2 60

2156 Ciceronis Opera, Victorii, 2 tom. ap. R. Steph. 1539, folio, 11106

2157 Opera, Victorii, 5 tom. C. M. C. T. F. D. Ven. ap.

Junt. 1537, folio, - - - - - 6 60
2158 Ciceronis de Officiis, in Memb. Lit. Init. depict. L. R.C.T.

Editio Princeps, Mogunt. ap. Fust. 1466, - - 18 18 0

2159 Ciceronis de Oratore, C. M. C. T. Edit. Princeps. Rom. 1469, 8 8 0
2160 Casaris Commentarii, C. M. C. R. Edit. Princeps. Rom. 1469, 16 0 0
2161 Quintiliani Opera, C. M. C. T. F. D. Edit. princ. ibid. 1470, 10 10 0

2162 Aulus Gellius, C. M. 1472, - - 1200
2169 Homeri Ilias, Gr.C. M. L. R.C. T. F. D Edmo Princeps.
Florent. 1488, - - - - 10100
MSS.
2309 Combat between Archdeacon and Moubray before King James V1.
in the year 1599, - - - -110
2310 Rules, Orders, and Revenues of France, while under King
Edw. IV. and his Agents, - 016 0
2315 Catalogue of Books and Manuscripts in t.he Libnry of the
College of Arms, - - - - -2 20
2319 Clarendon’s State of Ireland; 1640, no doubt by concert with
the Marquesse of Ormond, whom he would excuse, - 4 00
2320 Consuetudines Cistercensium, a Richardo de Hertford, in Mem-
branis, - - - - - - 6 00
2321 Liturgicon Copticum, - - - - 10100
2325 The Book which is called Brute the Cron)chs of Englond, on
vellum, - - - - - - 6 00

2334 Terentii Comeedie, in Membranis, et Lit. initiales Omate, - 36 0 0
2338 Dugdale’s Antiquities of Warwickshire, with MSS. Additions

and Alterations, wants cuts, - - -16 00
2343 Bochas’s Fall of Princes, on Vellum, and the Im'.ul Letter finely
illuminated, - - - - - -6 60

scribed. It has Lord Oxford’s autograph, and is in sound and perfect condition.
But Lord Spencer’s recent acquisition of another copy, of ampler dimensions,
yet imperfect (sce p. 142 ante) has destroyed the charm of its uniguity.
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that this was the only treasure of his library. On the coo-
trary,let uslaud the prompt spirit and well-directed judgment
of Mr. Child, the purchaser of the Fairfax collection, that he
secured, en masse, those book-gems which were destined to
have been disposed of by public auction: and if the Osterley
Library be not the fourth or even fifth collection, for costli-
ness and curiosity, within the environs of the metropolis, it
may nevertheless be considered as a glorious appendage to
any mansion however magnificent, or to any domains how-

ever vast.
All hail to thee, TorHaM BeauvcLErk!*® for thou dost
stand within some few yards of Fairfax. You smile, as if con-

Such then are among the principal book-treasures at OsTEaLEY PaRx: and
¢ pleasaunt’ it must be, when the rains or snows descend, or the tempest
Lowls, or fog, or damp, or darkness prevails, and forbids ¢ the stroll abroad,’ to
recreate oneself amidst such tomes of ¢ the olden time’—once opened and perused,
perdie, by diamond-ring decorated hauds and sharp penetrating eyes. The
books remain: but those hands and those eyes have long ceased to be exercised.
¢ Ebeu Posthume, Posthume !’

® Topnam Braucrerx.] Lysander seems quite peevishly querulous about
the non-existence of an engraved portrait of the gallant aud honourable Topham
Beauclerk. Perhaps the reader sympathises in this ¢ hiatus valdé deflendus’ in
the graphic annals of his country. To compensate—or rather with the hope of
compensating—for such omission, 1 lay before him some interesting particulars
from an authentic source, now first given to the public, relating both to the
library and portrait of Beauclerk. They are supplied by the obliging kindness
of Mr. J. Dalby, of the Superior Board of the Military College at Farnham.
‘My concern (says Mr. D.) with the library was accidental, because 1 was
engaged to make astronomical vbservations and philosophical experiments, &c.
&ec. for Mr. Beauclerk had a regular observatory at Muswell-Hill ; besides a very
complete philesophical and optical apparatus ; a laboratory for chemical experi
ments, &c. But from 1774 to 1779, I did little (except writing the Catulogue)
but rummage old book-stalls, and bovksellers’ shups, and attend book auctions.’
Such a prelude prepares us for the treat which follows. ¢ I think a Mr Topham of
Windsor bequeathied bis library to Mr. Beauclerk : but he had been eularging
his collection some years before I knew him. Elmsly was bis principal book-
seller.  Ile sometimes advertised in the news papers for a book—thus be paid
10L for Lord Berner's Froissart. Clarke’s Cesar he bought of some lady, for
ubuut 2074; it was a presentation copy to one of the lady’s ancestors, from John
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tented with the former notice of your book-treasures—and
indeed I scarcely know why, Manfred-like, I have conjured

Duke of Marlborough. This sold for 44L to the Duke of Grafton.* Mr, B.
paid 10 louis d'ors fur the Delphin Stutius to some Abbé in Paris, who stole it
from a public library, This sold for 174, 6s. 6d. He was particularly anxious to
complete his collectiuns of Voyages and Travels, and English Plays. The price
was no object. And he felt extremely disappointed when he found that Mr.
Garrick’s Libraryt did not come to the hammer. About two years before his
death he began collecting old French Plays ; and some of the early printed ones,
which brought next to nothing at his sale, but which cost him half a guinea a piece.
He made it a rule never to lend a book to any person whatever. Mr. Gibbon
was the only exception; who, I remember, when he was writing the Roman
History, had the Byzantine authors a volume at a time.’

In reply to a queere, which a common friend between us submitted, respecting
a PoRTRAIT of BEaucLerk, (that desideratum, for which Lysauder appears
so vchemently to hanker after,) Mr. Dalby was pleased to write as follows:

‘I pever heard of any portrait or drawing of Mr. Beauclerk, except a
miniature which I happened to see just after his death. I forget, however,
whether it belonged to his lady, or to one of the domestics. But I have heard it
remarked a hundred times, how much Mr. Beauclerk resembled his ancestor
Charles II. In fact, there is a small engraving by Vertue, from a painting by
Sir P. Lely of that monarch, which (subducting the wig and whiskers) is a very
good likeness of Mr. B. In person, he was tall and thin ; with a dark complex-
ion. I believe he inherited a feeble constitution; but during severul years
before his death he was grievously afRicted with a species of gouty rheumatism, and,
by way of alleviation, took large quantities of laudanum. He did not, however,
endeuvour to restore his health by keeping what are called good kours, for he was
a coustant attendant at White's, and usually turned day into night : yet be found
time for much reading, and had accumulated very considerable knowledge of
various kinds. He excelled in conversation; and Dr. Johnson some where has
remarked that he did it without effort. There is a short copy of verscs by one of
the Literary Club, in which the author, Dr. Barnard, I think, sclects Mr.
Beauclerk as the member who should teach him ¢ how to converse,’

* At the sale of the Duke of Grafton’s Library (see page 133, ante) this very
copy produced the sum of 64/. 1s,

t What a tale might be told about * Mg, Garricx’s Lisrary !’ Alas, poor
Edward Allen! Aund hadst thou, honest Ben, (Jonson’s Works, edit. 1816,
vol. viii, p. 199) forescen the pillage of those dramatic treasures of which Tue
LiBRaRY of the ¢ skilful Roscius’ was composed, what indignation would have
marked the numbers of thy Muse! In few words, Garrick had free access to the
library of Dulwich Coliege (‘ of which Allen was the munificent and pious
founder’) and pillaged without scruple or remorse. He did pretty nearly the
same thing with Sir Thomas Hanmer's Library. No wonder, thereiure, that the
Gareicx CoLLEcTION, now deposited in the British Muscum, presents at once
an object of vexation, envy, and despair, to the K.’s and H.’s of the day !
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thee from thy quiet resting place: but wherefore hadst thou
not left thy portrait behind ?

Berinpa. Was he so handsome ?

Lysanper. His countenance was rather expressive than
beautiful; but it is a little extraordinary that, of all the
knowing and fashionable Literati of his day —the friends
and familiars of Johnson—we should not have possessed a
portrait, from the pencil of Reynolds, or of some other artist,
of the well known and well connected Topham Beauclerk ?

You observe the figure of a lean and shrewdly-looking
old gentleman, with a coin in one hand, a book in another,
and specimens of mineralogy and of comparative anatomy
picturesquely grouped upon a table against which he leans ! ?
*Tis that of the late Dr. WiLLiam HuNTER:* a name never

¢ I had almost forgotten to mention that Mr. Beauclerk was also a collector of
uatural curiosities, as minerals, fossils, &c. &c. Botany was anotber of his pur-
suits. He built a very large conservatory, a hot-house, pinery, &c. &c. and he
had all, or most of, the curivus and scarce exotics. His pleasure ground and
garden were also laid out in very superior style. In short, his seat at Muswell-
Hill (about 2 miles north-east of Highgate) became famous, and attracted %
many troublesome visitors, that, towards the last, no person was admitted without
a ticket.’

Let us therefore, in conclusion, return our best thanks and make our best bow
to Mr. J. Dalby for this very acceptable morceau of Beauclerkian biography.
The pages of Boswell's Life of Johnson will shew what a figure our book-Lero cut
in the Lrrerary CLus, of famous memory.

* Dr. WiLLiax Hunter] The pages of the new General Biogruphical
Dictionary, vol. xviii, pp. 317-329, will supply a sufficient account of the rise
and progress of the good fortune aud great reputation of this truly eminent phy-
sician and collector. Our object here must be purely bibliomaniacal ; yet we
may just observe that Dr. Hunter was born in 1718 and died in 1783. His
death exhibited a sort of ¢ Addisonus-Redivivus’ scene. ¢ Turning to his friend
Dr. Combe, “ if 1 had strength enough to hold a pen,” said he, * I would write
how easy and pleasant a thing it is to die.”’ Ibid. Eager therefore must thou
be, Christian reader, to peruse something—if it be ouly connected with the
editiones principes of such an enviable bibliomaniac! Let us begin by observing
that the Lisrary and Museuw, to which such strong allusion is above made by
Lysander, was built in Windmill-Street, (a spot, more picturesque in name than



TENTH DAY. 315

to be pronounced without emotions of regret and respect.
He was really a fine fellow, that said Doctor—and ’tis diffi-
cult just now to determine whether his fame as a physician,

in absolute locality, but extremely centrical for the purpose of being visited) at
the back of a very respectable dwelling house which the Doctor also built, and
inhabited. Some nine or ten years ago, when I was ¢ beating up’for materials fora
new edition of our Typog. Antig. I had free access (through the intercession of a
friend and relative of Dr. Baillie, Mr. Hunter’s nephew,and one of the then Trustees
of the Museum) to the magnificent library deposited in the spot just described ;
and busied myself pretty briskly in making fac-similes from some of the weod-
cuts in the Caxtonian volumes. The keeper of the Museum was the old servaut
of Dr. Hunter; and he would often tell me that he remembered well the ¢ huge
cargoes of books’ which used to come from the sales of libraries at Paris, to be
unpacked, and placed upon the shelves of his master. But this  old servant,’
* from the north countrie,’ was in the habit of cying me, at my * fac-simile’
labours, pretty sedulously : and ¢ thought hLe to hirself’ what cun that short and
busy gentleman be about? In thosc days we were in the very thick, heat, and
bustle of a war with Bonaparte—and * a set of cyphers, hieroglyphics, secret
signals, or suspicious intelligence, might, by such means, be imparted to the
enemy 2’ So appeared to think the sapicnt auld servant from the ¢ north countrie.”
In consequence, my attendance was not only interdicted, but I was summoned
to shew of what nature my * proceedings had been.’

How impenetrably, and at the same time how easily and becomingly, does that
panoply sit upon us, which is manufactured by the simple process of ¢ mens sibi
conscia recti!’ I obeyed with alacrity the summons, My transparent tracing
papers were shewn ; and the ¢ sudpicious intelligence,’ imputed to me, consisted
in those unique aud lovely ornaments, representing ¢ &rammapre, Logpke,
Arometrique, Geometrie, FPuepke, and Agtronomie,” (from Caxton’s
Mirror of the Word) which are to be seen in vol. i. p. 110, &c. of the work
before alluded to: and one of which (* fBuspke’) Mr. Evans was seditious
enough to prefix to the new edition of his father's Old Ballads! Need I add, that,
on the examination of thesc ¢ documents,’ thic ¢ short and busy gentleman’ was
not only honourably acquitted, but requested to pursue his hieroglyphical
labours as often and as long as he pleased. Both judges and judgee have often
since joined in the sume laugh which accompanied the denoucment! How-
ever, as we have got frec and full permission to go on with our book-examinations,
the reader may as well be informed that, generally speaking, the HuNTERIAN
Correction or Booxs (as he will presently learn more particularly) forms a
noble and estimable library. Muny choice, scarce, and magnificent tomes repose
therein : but they have been injudiciously kept in pent-up situations, without ex-
posure to air : from the windows, which were in the upper part of the room, having
been rarely opened. The books were ulso pluced against outer-walls; and in
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a pathologist, or bibliomaniac, be entitled to the greater
distinction . . .
Lorenzo. You spoke of his Coins . . .

consequence very many of them are fory aud damp. They flanked, however, s
room of no ordinary character or dimensions. In the centre were the minerals
and shells, and the lock-up mabogany cases of precious coins, ¢ of which those,
struck by the Greek free cities, were published by the Doctor’s learned friend,
the late Dr. Combe, in 1788, in Latiu : with a classical dedication to the Queen,
in which the Doctor acknowledges his obligations to her Majesty.” Above, along
a gallery which went entirely round the room, were the invaluable anatomical
Ppreparations—arranged systematically—and acquired, through a long series of
years, with unrelenting diligence, unbounded liberality, and perhaps unparallelied
sagacity.

The Doctor, however, was a better pathologist and physician than biblio-
grapher. Mr. Beloe, in his Anecdotes, &c. vol. iii. p. 226, is pleased to potice
his ¢ usual sagacity’ in this latter respect: but he never possessed any — simply
because he wanted leisure, rather than capacity, for the study. His book
feelings and taste—his bihli ia, if you pl of the highest order:
and such & successful union of fine pursuits, in one person, was never before
exhibited in this country. When he set about his elephantine folio publication
of * The Anatomy of the Human Gravid Uterus, which cost him npwards of twenty
years toil, expense, and anxiety—he employed BasxerviLLE, the Jensoun of his
day, to introduce it to public notice with every possible degree of typographical
advantage ; and as far as type, (yet too slender!) paper, printing, and engrav-
ings go, (some of the latter indeed are thrillingly impressive!) we may no longer
bewail the falling off, in these matters, from the times of our own Cowper, or of
Bidloo. But his solicitude about his Museum was carried beyond the grave, for
¢ the sum of 8000l sterling was left as a fund for its support and augmentation.’

It remains to say some five or fificen words about the ¢ government transac-
tion’ so strougly alluded to by Lysander, and cond d with equal violence
by his auditory. Thus runs the passage in the Gemeral Biographical Dict.
¢ After he hiad obtained a competency, as his wealth continued to accumulate, he
formed a laudable design of engaging in some scheme of public utility ; and at
first had it in contemplation to found an anatomical school in the metropolis.
For this purpose, about 1765, during the administrution of Mr. Grenville, he
presented a memorial to that minister, in which he requested the grant of a piece
of ground in the Mews for the sitc of an anatomical theatrc. Dr. Hunter
undertook to expend 7000L on the building, and to endow a professorship of

® The ms. note of Dr. Hunter, prefixed to the second Roman edition of
Virgil, by Sweynheym and Paunartz, which appears transcribed by Mr. Beloe
in the above place, had been copied by myself some few years before—but was
not deemed of sufficient importance to lay before the public in the third edition
of the Introduction to the Classics,
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Lysanper. Ay, and well I might—for his series of Gold
Greck Coins are, I believe, unrivalled in this country. But
it is of Books that we are more especially bound to speak.
And yet I never think or talk of the Hunterian Museum
without absolute agony of heart! ...

anatomy in perpetuity. This scheme did not meet with THE RECEPTION IT
oxszavep. In a conversation on this subject soon afterwards with the Earl of
Sbelburne, [father of the present Marquis of Lansdowne] his Lordship expressed
a wish that the plan might be carried into execution by.subscription ; aud very
generously requested to have his name set down for 1000 guineas. Dr. Huuter’s
delicacy would not allow him to adopt this propnsal. He chose rather to
execute it at his own expense ; and accordingly purchased a spot of ground in
Great Windmill Street, where he erected a spacious house,® to which he removed
from Jermyn-street in1770. In this building, besides a handsome amphitheatre
and other convenient apartments for his lectures, and dissections, there was ong
MAGNIPICENT ROOM, fitted up with great elegance and propriety as a Muscam.’
Such a transaction needs no comment. Sighs have been breathed and tears have
been shed in abundance since the event, and we will not now tear open wounds
which manifest a disposition to heal. Suffice it to add, that Dr. Hunter’s Museum
is transported to Glasgow : and with it, uecessarily, the Linrary. In the summer
of 1816 Lord Spencer made a tour in Scotland ; partly picturesque, and partly
for the sake of sporting with books as well as with guns. Of course a visit to
Glasgow could not be paid without inspection of the Hunterian tomes : and to a
particular request with which I troubled his Lordship, of favouring me with a
few details concerning the library, he was so obliging as to gratify me with a
descriptive account of some of the rarer and more estimable volumes—which a
sojourning of four hours only, in the said library, enabled him to complete.
Captain Laskey had previously published a sort of Guide or Analysis of the
Museum, in which, however, nothing more than the titles of the early printed
books are given.

*The ms. catalogue of the library (according to his Lordship's account) consists
of two folio volumes ; and the books are described in it ¢ neither alphabetically,
nor according to classcs, but as they stand upon the shelves; where they are
placed only with reference to their sizes, without the smallest attention to
subject, dates, or languages. By the kind attention and politeness of Dr.
Cowper, the kecper of the Museum, his lordship contrived to see all those books
which, from their titles in the catalogue, appeared likely to be interesting.’ Here
followeth, then, a rich gleaning of bibliographical intelligence, gathered (with
many other memorauda not uecessary to be mentioned) within the precincts of
the said library during the forementioned ¢ short sojourning ’ therein.

* Now, a stcreotype printing-office. It might have been converted to worse
purposes.
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Lisarpo. Wherefore, I pray?
Lysanper. Know then, my friends, that the whole of the
Hunterian treasures— Books, Coins, Anatomical Prepara-

Booxs 1~v T LisrarY oF Dr. HuNTER AT GLASGOW.

1 Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1526: Troilus and Cressida, without date:
Book of Fame, without date : all by Pynson, in one volume. A tolerably
fair copy ; and a curious collection of Chaucer's Works, from the press of
Pynson.

2 Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, without date, folio. Pynson’s first edition.
Ratcliffe’s copy : rather fine. Probably what Mr. Laskey call’s ¢ Caxton’s
Chaucer.’

3 St. Alban’s Chronicle ; wanting last leaf of the text, and the last leaf of the
book, with the device, being ill copied. The table is complete. Sound
copy, but rather dingy.

4 Trevisa’s Polychronicon, by Caxton ; imperfect.

5 Dives and Pauper, 1493, folio, by Pynson. -Fine copy, but rather cropt.

6 Lyfe of Christ, by Caxton : imperfect.

7 Gesta Romanorum, [itt. goth. sine anno, folio: ¢ columns. Note in Dr.
Hunter's hand-writing: This book I met with in a sale, bound up with
i. de Theramnio’s “ Consolatio Peccatorum, ” printed at Colonia in 1474.
The type and paper the same ; and therefore no doubt the printer was
Joh. Veldener.’ This (observes his Lordship) is probably the same
edition of the work as that which I possess ; which would therefore (if the
Doctor be right in his conjecture) be attributable to Veldener’s pres:.
For the sake of comparison I have noted the catchword at the bottom of
the 1st page ; which is ¢ cofirmabatur.’

8 Stus. Ambrosius de Officiis : Valdarfer, 1174, 4to.

9 Comayero Vita della Donna. Siuc anno, folio. Char. Phillipi de Lignaminc.
Fine. B. R. at the end.

10 1472, 4to. Charact. Florentii de Argentina.
Fine copy.

11 Chronicle of England : by Caxton: imperfect. Bad copy.

12 Rastell's Pastime of People : perfect, with the exception of the first lcaf—
for which another, with Day’s device, is substituted.

13 Sti. Johannis Apocalypsis : 42 plates.

14. Golden Legend, by Julian Notary, 1503, folio. Very fine copy ; and desi-
rable specimen of the press of the printer.

15 Zneid, by Caxton. Fine copy, but imperfect at the end.

16 Mirrour of the World, by Caxton. ¢ Caxton me fieri fecit.” Perfect, but
cropt. Ratclitle’s copy.

17 Xenophon de Venatione, &c. folio, 1467 : with signatures, An evident
counterfeit. Probably of the date of 1500,
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tions, Minerals, Shells, and I know not what—were destined
by their collector for a National Gift . . . upon condition only
that some two hundred square feet might be allotted by

Booxs 1¥ taE LiBrary o Dr. HuvtER AT GLASGOW.

18 Hylton’s Scale of Perfection, 1494, by Wynkyn de Worde. (Lettered
Caxton.)

19 Roderici Santii Historia Hispanica, folio : by Ulric Han. Sine anno. 2 leaves
printed upon vellum. Colophon remarkable.

20 Tewrdanckhs, 1517, upon vellum. Very fine. Lord Oxford’s copy; and
quitc a treasure in its way. Binding defective at the back.

21 Servius in Virgilium : sine anno. * Anser Tarpeii,” &c. Very fine copy ; and
among my greatest book-desiderata.

22 Biblia Grecé, 1518. By Aldus. Thick paper. Beautiful copy. Superior
to the Duke of Devonshire’s and my own.

23 Biblia Sacra Italicé. Venet. 1471, folio, 2 volumes. ¢ Mense Augusto.’
Beautiful copy; and to me, without excepting even the Vellum Aldine
Plato, and the Servius, (as above) the most desirable article in the whole
collection. Itis as fine a specimen of an old book as any in my own
library : in fine old French red-morocco binding.

24 Boece en Francois, Bruges, Colard Mansion, 1476. Fine copy.

25 Golden Legend, by Caxton, 1483, folio. Perfect, and very fine. Ratcliffe’s
copy.*

26 Brunetto Latini Il Tesoro, Trivisio, 1474. litt. goth. Perfect and sound ; but
much cropt.

27 Cicero, de Officiis, 1465. On paper: very fine copy.

28 Cicero. Tuscul. Quest. Sine anno. Character. Casaris et Stol.

29 Godefrey of Boulogne, by Caxton, 1485. Good copy. Ratcliffe’s.

30 Ausonius, 1472. With Calphurnius, and nothing else.

31 Plinius, 1469. Very fine indeed.t

32 Cordyale, by Caxton. Pretty good copy.

33 8. Augustinus De Civitate Dei, folio, sine anno, 2 cols. In Mentelin’s larger
character, and a fine specimen of his press.

34 Speculum Conscientic ; Bruexelle, 1476, large folio, double columns. A
beautiful book in its way, and very early for Brussels.

85 Promptorium Parvulorum. Pynson: seems to want something at the end.
Fine copy.

* T well remember the handling of this fine volume, some ten years ago. It
is in russia binding.

t Of this grand copy some notice is taken in the Introd. to the Classics,
vol. ii. p. 132: but it is not free from a foxy tint ; and is yet inferior in size to
his Lordship’s own copy.
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government for a spot upon which to build a museum. But
government, with a parsimony and purblindness equally

Booxs 1N TuE Lisrary oF Dr. HuxtER AT GLASGOW.

36 Seneca De Quatuor Virtutibus, 4to. in the character of Ceesaris and Stol, but
with the following colophon :
A . D . Mcccclxiii
Per Iohanng fust cive Magutinez
et petric Gernssheym

With an imitation of the arms beneath. The whole in ms. and evidently
spurious. What is remarkable, both this and no. 17, are bound in the
very same manner as my copy of Pliny the Younger, with the fabricated
date of 1469 (see B. 8. vol. ii. p. 271) and I think clearly came from the
shop of the same book-falsifier in Holland.

37 Dante, Mantua, 1472. Good copy.

38 Firgilii Opera, Vindelin de Spira, 1470. Fine copy ; but tawdrily and ill
bound.

39 Isocrates, Gr.1498. In old binding: very beautiful. Quite in Cracheredian
condition, but not very large.

40 Galeomyomachia, Gr. by Aldus. Bad copy.

41 Lactantius, 1471, Adam. Very fine, UroN VELLUM.

42 Lucianus, Gr. 1496. Tolerably good copy. First leaf of contents supplied
in MS.

43 Tirgilii Opera, Sweynheym and Pannartz. Seconp Romax Ebiriox.
Fully collated and described by his Lordship ; who, however, thinks it
¢ certainly defective at the end—namely, in the Incerti Auctoris Elegia,
though this defect be of little consequence, as the text of the poet is
complete.’

44 Librode Atilain Italiam, 1472, 4to. In the character of the Decor Puellarum.

45 Priscianus, 1470. Very fine.

46 Plato, Aldus, 1513, 2 vol. PRINTED UPoN VELLUM. One of my finst
objects, and a most brilliant specimen it is of the Aldine Press ! The first
and last leaves of each volume are however a little spotted.® (Sce no. 23.)

47 sopus, Gr. sine anno, 4to. the Greek portion only. Good copy.

8 Dugdale's Monasticon Anglicenum. One of the finest copies in small paper
I ever saw : with the plate of the Hospital in the 2nd volume.

49 Scrutinium Scripturarum, by Ulric Han. The text in his large Romau
character, and the titles of his chapters in his large Gothic; with the
verses  Anser Turpeii,” &c. at the end. Very fine copy. A very curious
and beautiful specimen of Ulric Han’s character, and probably onc of his
earliest productions in the large Roman letter.

* I have a perfect remembrance of these enchanting volumes : certainly the
finest of vellum Alduses: but remember Claymond's Aristotle, at p. 233, ante.
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contemptible and unaccountable, thought fit to — decline
complying with a request, as gallant as it was glorious, on
the part of the owner of such treasures.

Lorexzo. You amaze me!

PaILeEMoN. Can it be so?

Lisarpo. Oh miserable and narrow-minded policy ! Our
Ministers, and Parliamentary Leaders of every description,
would now-a-days be equally prompt to shew a very different
feeling upon the occasion.

LysanpEg. They would so: for think you that, in France,
in ancient times, the spirit of Richelieu, or of Mazarin, or of
Colbert, or of Fleury, would not have dictated a very
different line of policy ? Assuredly it would. The conse-
quence was, the Doctor, piqued and indignant as he might
well be, directed all his physical and bibliomaniacal treasures
to be concentrated at Glasgow, his native place—after a
certain number of years; which ¢ number of years,’ having
expired, the HUNTERIAN MUSEUM now exists at the distance
of some five hundred miles from the spot of its original
destination.

But we must proceed in our mirror-review of deceased
bibliomaniacs. Who have we yonder, apart, thoughtful, or
rather in the act of writing and transcribing, as if his hand
would never tire and his pen never wear out?! *Tis the
modest and diligent HERBERT.*

It remains only to observe that there is a very beautiful, and by no means
uncommon, portrait of Dr. Hunter, engraved by Bartolozzi, which the reader
may, or may not, as he chooses, purchase, and place in the front of this descrip-
tion of some of the Doctor’s choicer bovk-treasures. I make no doubt that the
industry and love of learning which characterise the Scottish genius at Glasgow,
will speedily cause to be published a catalogue of the whole of the HuxnTER
Lisrary which shall be worthy of its high character.

® the modest and diligent HerBerT.] After the copious chit-chat relating to
William Herbert in the Bibliomania, pp. 87-587, what can possess the author of

VOL. IIIL Y
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~Lorenzo. Can you have any reasori ¥or no!mng this
plodding bibliographer a second time ?

the Bibliographical Decameron again to bring forward this prosing old gentleman?
Be not hasty, or scandalous, courtenus reader : for what if I were about to produce
a sort of farce in the Herbertiona which ensue? What if I cause thee to say—
“ manis a queer creature, whether with, or without, a full-bottomed wig=—bibllo-
graphical or anti-bibliographical—young or old, rich or poor.” Thus then it turns
out to be. Our Herbert, I find, was a marvellously stingy genius. ¢ StingyF—
« rather (rejoins the aaid courteous reader) enthusiastic, diligent, and laborious.’
Be that as it may: yet I have lately learnt that Master William Herbert was a
very curious preserver of pack-thread and brown-paper, and that when the
coach brought a proof of his work down to Cheshunt, from his printer in town,
he, the said William Herbert, would studiously have his little boy, or Mercury,
at the coach office, to bring the proof home, and thus save the enormous expense
of porterage—namely, two-pence each turn! The cream of this ¢ save-penny’ is to
come—call it, however, enthusiasm if you please.

Our first ¢ farcical’ document is of a somewhat ancient date : just two years
ensuing that of the birth of the recorder of it. Herbert, it is quite evident, was
not his own Shaver . . . but cease further ¢ prologue "= and now for the ¢ swelling
act.” Hereafter followeth a Barber’s bill : the larger letters denoting the unique
style of composition of Master James Lambole (who also, peradventare,

Cat hair for three half-pence, for three-pence he hled,

And would draw for a groat every tooth in your head) .
and the smaller, the bibliographical memoranda of Master William Herbert;
when preparing the first volume of his edition of Ames.

Mr. Herbert Dr. to James Lambole

but it seems not to have been executed, or if it was, others had patents also to ye
same purport, excluding only such as had none, for Jno. Day, Jno. Walley, Tho.
to a Quarters Shaveing Due 21 July 1778 - 0.5.8
Marshe, &c. werc licensed by ye Stat. Co. to print Alm. and Prog, by various
authors, both before aud after ye supposed date of this patent.

July 31 1778 N.B. The words in the extracts from both'partsof 0 . 5 . 3

this Breviary printed here in Italic, are distinguished

) by red ink in the original,

Recd the Contints full

I have throughout this article followed the orthography of the extracts as they
were sent to Mr. Ames, but am pretty confident from constant observation the
J was not used at that time by the printers of any nation as a
Recd in Part 040 by me James Lambole
letter, only as a numeral ; nor vin the middle of words, unless they were in ap.
Remains Due 0 1 8
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- ds¥ganann. Methinks Larenzo doth not here evince his
usual urbanity and liberality: of judgment. Herbert was

On the back of this precious document ® is another bibliographical scrap, thus:
¢ These patents don’t appear to have had any esclusive power or efficacy, seeing
other persons had licenses also from ye Stationers Comp. to print Alm. &c. at ye
sawe time, vie. Joo. Walley, Tho. Marshe, &c. who probably had patents also
of ye same purpart weh excluded such persons only from printing them as had
no patent.’

About six years later, upon a scrap of starch-tinted paper, enclosing ¢ Carttar
and Smith’s best Virginia tobacco, Greenwich—printed at 11 Wharton’s Ct.
Holborn Bars,’ are the following entries made :

¢1-:-H.
A Coment. on Ephesians. By Lan. Ridley - - Retd
A. Dent’s Serim on Repent. & Charton’s2d Serm - 1 0
P. Viret’s Christian Instruction - - 20
Ino. Veron’s Predestination - - - 26’

One more ° farcical’ specimen only, and we proceed to graver particulars.
The following is from bis tailor.

Awm very sorry I have kept yr Cloaths so long, but have been o lame and poorly,
that have hindred me much, or should have come with them last week—and now am
very busy with making of mourning. I rem. yr much oblig’d humble Servt.

July 30th, 1790. I. Weaup.!

On the back of this tailor’s bill is a different strain—being in fact the rudiments
of Herbert’s description of the title of the famous Hawking, Hunting, and Angling
Book, published by W. de Worde in 1496 : (see Typog. Antig. vol. ii. p. 56.)
Thus:
¢ This title is under a wood-cut of a group of noblemen and gentlemen, attended
by servants uncover’d, waiting and receiving directions ; one holding a brace of
greyhounds coupled, another wth a bugle horn, bow & arrows, others wth pike and
halberd : a hawk flying over their heads. On ye other page of this first leaf, is
8 cut representing fowls of various kinds, on ye land, and in ye water. Although
this cut appears on ye front page as this copy is bound up, i am inclined to
believe it was design'd to be ye back, & yt with the title for the front” These
are comical incidents—and if similar ones could be picked up relating to our
Saaxsreare?! What would such a ¢ Barber’s bill’ now produce? But to fall
into a more sober train. Let me conclude these Herbertiana by subjoining spe-
cimens of a portion of the correspondence between Govon and HerezrT—not
altogether divested of interest: especially, too, as such kind of composition has
of late become rather popular. Witness the ten elaborate toraes of Anecdotes put
forth by the septuagenarian, ycleped Mr. John Nichols!

® It may be essential to mention that this ¢ precious document’ measures eight
inches by four and a half. .
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plodding, I grant: but he was honest, accurate, and of a
most meek and Christian-like spirit. No man ever begun
and went through life with ¢ cleaner hands,” and I will add,
with such diversity of incidents: the close of it being so

¢ Dear Sir, If you can spare Pynson’s Directoriii Sacerdotum, and any otber
books printed by him, the loan thereof, when and how it may be most convenient
to you, will be esteemed an additional favour confered on Your most obliged
Cheshunt, 19th Mar. 82. bumble servant, Wm. Herbert.’
Cheshunt, 17th June, 8¢.
¢ Dear Sir, I bave received a very obliging letter from Mr. Eseex, dated
10th instant, in which he acquaints me that he called on Mr. Nichols on Friday,
the last of May, expecting to see or hear of you; however he found £ letters
from you, in the former of which you desired him to direct an answer to me,
which he accordingly did the first opportunity he had of going to the Publ Libr.
though he returned to Cambridge very ill the day after he was at Mr. Nichols’s.
He desires his compliments to yourself and family, and to remind Mr. Nichols
of sending the prints which be bas for him. I was in great hopes of seeing you
’ere this, but as i have not, am afraid you have been ill, as every body indeed
seems to have been, more or less, If you have Hearnc's Otterbourne end
Wethamstede shall be obliged to you to send them by the postman, and i will
return them with your other books soon. I shall be glad to see you before i
thank Mr. Eesex for his kind favour, as indeed i know not his address. I have
had a touch of the general disorder, thank God, very favourably. Mrs. H. bad
it severely, but is much better. With best respects to you and yours, i am in
sincerity, your’s, Wm. Herbert.’
‘Dear Sir, I thank you very kindly for consulting Mr. Tilly concerning
Etherington's affair ; as also for the books you sent me, together with ye catalogue
of Mr. Guiston's books. I purpose going to town on Monday, and will then
wait on Mr. Tilly. I suppose you forgot to send my copy ; however, as i do not
immediately waut it, wish you not to send again on purpose. Shall be glad to
see you when opportunity serves, and am your’s sincerely,
Chesbunt, 7 May, 1783. Wm. Herbert.’
Enfield, May 6, 88.
¢ Dear Sir, I have had no opportunity of calling on you. But I am so much
concerned at the Treatment you have met with from the Commissioners respect-
ing yr paper at Etherington’s, yt I cannot help informing you yt if it suits you
to call on Mr. Tilly, No. 15, Poultry, he will, on the Representation I was able
to give him of the Case, recover the loss for you. If you shd not see him,
inquire for Mr. Allen.
¢1 send you some of ye Articles from Croft's sale, and am your's truly,

R. Gough.
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diametrically opp(;site to its commencement. I am afraid,
however, our William Herbert was rather penurious—at

least in the use of paper, pen, and postage : or rather, pos-

Cheshunt, 18 May.
¢ Dear Sir, Ireturn you many Thanks for your Care and Trouble in sending
me Dr, Goddard’s and Mr. Martin’s Catalogues: the former contain’d nothing
for my purpose, but wish i had receiv’d ye latter time euough to have desired
you to bid for a few lots of this Day ; however, can now only beg ye favour of
you to learn who were the Purchasers of Lots 88, 100, 119, 178, 186 ;° also
whetber the date of lot 89 is not misprinted for 1562.
¢ If this reaches you time enough, i shall be obliged to you to buy for me
Lot 203. As i have never scen the Books, shall leave the price to your Discre-
tion : i do not stand for a shil. or two in such an Article. For Lot 214, i wou'd
give 5 or 6s. and no more, as i have all Seneca’s Tragedies compt. in 4to. I
shd. like a Lot or 2 of ye Orig. Deeds, if not too Dear, and especially Lot 326.
¢ 1 bave not hear'd of any other House, as yet, than what i told you of ; but
there are one or two in expectation. Hope you will excuse this Trouble from,
Sir, your very humble and oledient Servant, Wm. Herbert.’

¢ Dear Sir, On Sunday moning i had ye favour of a line from Mr. Price,
dated Dunkirk, Herts, 6 Jan. informing me that as i had not been at Bulstrode,
Her Grace of Portland had brought ye noble boke of cokeryt to town for my
perusal, and wishing me to apply there for a sight of it; i go therefore to London
t'morrow morning for yt purpose. I shou'd have waited on ‘you on ) but
thought you wou'd be at ye vestry, or this day, but asi was in hopes of ye
pleasure of seeing you at Cheshunt, & so might miss one auother. As i have
not seen you, send you this notice yt you may not lose yr labour t'morrow
(Wednesday.) I have not hear'd from Spilsbury, tho’ i wrote to him by post,
ye evening i saw you last: Cannot devise ye meaning of it. Shou’d be glad to
see you in town on }f if i knew where; but as the dedication cannot now be
printed in time for presentation on yt day, if conveniently i can, intend to return
home on ¥ Even. Your’s sincerely,
Chesht. 11 Jan. 85. Wm. Herbert.’

¢ Dear Sir, T thank you for ye perusal of your cargo of catals. and ye Roll of
Cookery, which is really very curious : wish her grace wou'd permit her * Noble
boke™ to be printed also, § as they wow'd illucidate each other. I am obliged to
you, & Mr. Nichols for inserting my advertisemt. on his covers, & did not expect
it for less, Have sent you title pages & dedications for Mr. Ord and Mr.

*® ¢ 88, 5s. 6d. Major Pearson; 100, 2s. Chapman; 119, 1s. 6d. Collins;
178, 4s. 6d. Chappelow ; 186, 1.. 3. Dr. Hunter 203, 15s. Major Pelnon,
214, 12s. Ditto,” W. Herbert

t See page 234, ante.

4+ What a bonue-bouche for the Roxsurouers



326 TENTH DAY.

sibly, he had certain haBits, which though natifral and indeed
harmless in themselves, were somewhat repulsive toa stranger.
He was, you must know, a prodigious economist in string,
and white and brown paper. His black-letter entries were
made upon every scrap which could receive ink ; and among
these Sibylline leaves of bibliographical inspiration, his
Barber's bill was even rendered instrumental to some im-
jportant memorandum !

BeLiNDA. Wonderous man. He must have died possessed
of the wealth of Creesus ?

Lysanper. He died in good circumstancés; but his
reputation, as the compiler of our TYPOGRAPHICAL ANTI
QUITIES, is the richest legacy which he has bequeathed to
his country. Had Herbert’s taste and spirit been equal to
his diligence and accuracy, we should have witnessed a series
of volumes as interesting from their beauty as they would
hiave been valuable from their contents.

BeLiNDA. What amiably-looking clderly gentleman is
that I see, in your magical mirror, who reposes within his
chair, with an air of such complacency and intelligence ?

Lysanper. "Tis the figure of the late Reverend CLayTON
MorpauNT CRACHERODE.®. ..

Douce : am not certain whether they had ye cuts, therefore have sent them also.
Shall be glad to know how to forward a set to Mr. Fenn. A dedication for yr.
self. Your’s sincerely,

Chesht. 29 Jan. 85. WH.

® the late Rev. CLayToN MoRrpaunt CraCHERODE.] There are few names
prunounced with more unfeigned respect than that of the bibliomaniacal Hea-
cuLxs whose book-carcer we are about briefly to notice. The reader will, in
the first place, be pleased to consider—that in designating Mr. Cracherode as
a Hercules, it is by no means intended to convey any extraordinary ideas of the
ghgantic or muscular construction of his figure: although there was no deficiency
of size or height in this latter respect: but simply to impress upon him a notion
of the Herculean powers of his head, heart, and purse—in matters of Alduses,
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Lisazpo. I have heard much of him. A ¢ crack Collec-
'IK’ in his d&y ! Y

and Giunti, and Jensons, and Schoiffhers. His character as a clergymat, a
gentleman, and citzen of the world, is easily dispatched : nor is it neccssary to
repeat at length what his fricnds know so well, and what the public at large may
In three ds be made acquainted with from the pages of thc General Biogra-
phical Dictionary, vol. x. p. 444. Mr. Cracherode both inherited aud preserved
& very considerable fortune. IIe was a batchelor, and a prudent man to bout ;
and with 5000l per annum, some tweuty or thirty years ago, he maintained
such an intercourse with booksellers and book-auctioneers, as rendered him e
rival of no ordinary powers of competition. Add to tlis, his habits were retired
and frugal : no ¢ table-ronde’ dinners at the ¢ Clarendon Hotels® of the day, for
hém |—but simple diet, upon a silk-damask table cloth, (see some ¢ merrie con-
ceited’ strictures upon the virtues of tuble-cloths ut p, 28, 33, 4¢, ante) wax
Nghts upon bronze candlesticks which might vie, in the art of alto relievo, with
the beat efforts of Benvenuto Cellini; some threc glasses of mellow old Port, and,
I the end, the like number of

cups
Which cheer but not inebriate; . . ..
So would hie welcome peaceful evening in!

. 'Notwithstanding Mr. Cracherode is said to have had a dash of the primi-
tiveness of the old school about him, his manners were easy, polished, and
engaging. He was a thorough gentleman, and no mean scholar. Cumberland,
‘who was at school with him at Westminsicr, says he was, when a boy, « as grave,
‘studious, and reserved, as be was through life.’ This turn of character might be
fmberited or constitutional. His countenance was particularly cxpressive of

- “beaevolence of disposition, and elegance of mind : indeed, kindness, curtesy, and
" christian charity were the qualities which seemed to be always ¢ playing round
his heart.' The ACCOMPANYING PORTRAIT, taken frum a whole length pencil-
-drawing of him by Edridge,® in his latter years—and when his flesh was

@ It'is smid in the Gen. Biog. Dict. (vol. x. p. 446) that this was the only
- Mkeness of him * made by order, and in the possession of Lady Speucer, but by
. himself expressly forbidden to be engraved.’ ‘'Lhere is truth in the latter part
of this remark ; nor would the ABovE ENGRAVING have been here submitted to
- the reader (with the cousent of Earl Spencer) hud it not been that another
deawing, or rather sketch of Mr. Cracherode, obtained by the late W. Alexander
from ﬁ. Edridge, #s a mere outlive, and for his own port-fulio, had been pur-
chased at the sale of Mr. Alexander’s drawings, &c. by Mr. Clarke, with a view
of making an engraving froi it for his forthcoming Repertorium Bibliogruphicum.
That print is a stippled outline engraving, of a snall size, au1 comparatively
unfinished execution, us was the original : and certainly much unlike the one
upon which the reader may be now looking — which however is faithtuily and
mlly engraved from the drawing above mentioned. The drawing was exe-
cuted for Lord Spencer: who begged a duplicate, of the head only, by the same
artist, for his illustrated Variorum Shakspeare of 1793 : concerning which see
the Bibliomania, p. 668.
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L.ysanpEr. Truly he was entitled to something beyond
such a doubtful appellative. Mr. Cracherode had a thorougly
classical taste, and not less perseverance and spirit, in his

somewhat shrunken—is clearly indicative of the virtues here mentioned. The
friends and acquaintances of Mr. Cracherode were of first-rate character for talent
and rank. Having obtained the blue ribbon of literature—a Trusteeship of the
British Museum—our hero sat down, at the same board, with many of those who
possessed his fullest confidence and highest respect both within and without the
walls of the British Museum. The late Mr. Tyrwhitt, Earl Spencer, the Bishop
of Durham, and Dr. Cyril Jackson, are among those here expressly alluded to.
Lysander is apparently jocose or romantic upon the frequent meeting of Mr.
Cracherode, and the second of this illustrious quartetto, in the Bowers of Wim-
bledon—but there can be no doubt that Wimbledon is a residence which often
reminds the present noble owners of it of the generosity and kind-heartedness of
their deceased friend. The portrait, above mentioned, adorns the walls of Earl
Spencer’s private apartment in that mansion. What is not ‘generally known,
the venerable character of whom we are discoursing, was sitting in the back-shop
of Elmsly the bookseller, when his Lordship gave the first book-order, on coming
to his title, to the same bibliopolist : an order, restricted to merely useful and
popular works, without any express directions as to biudiugs or large paper
copies. At that time, these subsequently distinguished book-rivals were unknown
to each other : ¢ but (said Mr. Cracherode to Mr. Elmsly, on being informed
who it was that gave the order) I'll almost venture a wager of my Tyndalc upon
vellum (see vol. ii. p. 370) against any book in the Royal collection, that this
same young nobleman becomes, in due time, a first-rate cullector.” What pro-
phetic sagacity ! What sharp, clear, unerring fore-sightedness was here! The
result of this nobleman’s life has exhibited a glorious confirmation of the accuracy
of the prediction.

But where are the Museum and the Lisrany of the late Revd. Clayton
Mordaunt Cracherode =exclaims the impatient reader ; and why are we left to
linger so long about the borders of this promised paradise? Another moment’s
paticnce, T entreat.  Mr. Cracherode’s locomotive propensities were sufficiently
singular. His migrations were almost exclusively contined to the metropolis;
and, within these limits, his usual walk was —not in Bond-Street, or Pull-Mall,
or in the Purk—but from Queen Square to Elmsly’s in the Straud, and from
Elmsly’s to Tom Payne’s, at the Mews Gate. The grave has now equally set at
rest all the motions of this book-loving triumvirate! But we must not stop to
moralise :—one thing, at least, may be mentioned : which is, a reflection upon
the extreme diversitics of tastes among eminent book-collectors! ! Here you shall
see a man, like the family of the Vicar of Wakefield, confining his ¢ migrations

from the blue bed to the Lrown!’— and there, spurring on his coursers, or burrow-
ing almost ¢ the wings of the winds,’ to transp ort him in the twinkling of an eye,
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book-purchases. He was a splendid star in the old school
of bibliography—from the time of the sale of Askew's

from the North to the South—from London to == or even to ! Yet
the book-passion of each shall be equally ardent and unabating: < for (says Mr.
Chalmers) the passion of Mr. Cracherode for collecting * was strong in death,”
and while he was at the last extremity, his agents werc buying prints for Lim,
In bis farewell visit to Payne’s shop, he put an Edinburgh Terence in one pocket,
and a large paper Oxford Cebes in another ; and expressed an earnest desire to
carry away Triveti Annales, and Henry Stephen’s Pindar, in old binding, both
beautiful copies ; and, as he thought, finer than his own ; but which Mr. Payne
had destined for Lord Spencer.’ Mr. Cracherode died in 1799, in his 70th year,
and was buried in Westminster Abbey. Now then for some gossip respecting
his Museum and Library.

First as to his Museun. It consisted of early-drawings, engravings, coins,
and gems : amoug the latter of which were some exquisitely precious treasures—
such as a ¢ cameo of a livn on a sardonyx and an intaglio of the discobolos: an
obliopolis, and dichalcos, * the first and smallest cvin, being the fourth part of an
obolus.” It is of the ExgraviNGs, however, that I would wish here more par-
ticularly to gossip ; and of these, the RemsraNDTS! . . .

Oh name for ever sad, for ever dear,
Still breathed with sighs, still usher’d with a tear!

~—exclaims the pensive ghost of the venerable and ever to be lamented Clayton
Mordaunt Cracherode! Yes, reader: thou mayst start, wonder, distend thine
eye, and elevate thy voice in heart-rending interrogatories—but again, I say, it
is of these REMBRANDTS ¢ that I would wish here more particularly to gossip :°
a collection, which I believe was second to none, includiug even that of the late
Viscount Fitzwilliam !

¢ Was, Sir? Nay, it 1s. I know not was’—interrupts the impetuous, and
somewhat indecorous, reader! Again, I reply—a minute’s patience: ¢ and I'll
tell thee all.’ ¢ List, oh list'— but a truce to borrowed language, even though it
be Shakspeare’s. Mr. Cracherode, upon his decease, bequeathed both his natural
and artificial curiositics, of every description, together with his Library,® to the
British Museum. To the British Museum accordingly they went. A room was
appropriated to them ; which room is now distinctly known as the Cracherode

* The Complutensian Polyglot, and De Thou's copy of the first Homer, must
be excepted : the former having been bequeathed to the present Bishop of Dur-
ham, and the latter to Dr. Cyril Jackson, late Dean of Christ Church. The
Dean, however, has gencrously consigned the De Thou Homer to its former
companions—among whom this delectable creature is now in the best possible
spirits : delectable, from its having been subjected to the thumbs and fingers of
both De Thou and Dr. Jackson—for in point of colour and size, I have seen four
or five finer copics. Report says that the Bishop destines the Polyglot for the
same situation.  All this is in excellent good taste and proper feeling.
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library, to the day of his death—which latter event took
place about eight or nine years after the dispersion of the
Pinelli collection. ¢ Of manners gentle, and affections mild,’

Room or Library. There they were arranged, preserved, guarded, worshipped.
In an evil-bour, however, some bipedical serpent insinuated himself
(his bead
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes,)

among that portion of the artificial curiositics, called the RemaranpT PRINTS !
The fruit was tempting to the eye and the palate: *twas pluckt, twas stolen.
Day following day the same filthy serpent coutrived to carry on the same work
of destruction, unscen and unwatched by the keeper of the golden fruit. To drop
metaphor. A caricaturist and print vendor, whose name need not pollute these
peges, got admission to copy (so he carried on the cheat) some of the rarer prints
belonging to the late Mr. Cracherode ; among which the Rembrandts in particolar
were deemed indispensable objects. Instead of copying, however, he chose to
steal these prints. He brought his portfolio beneath his arm filled with blenk
paper: he returned with it filled by Rembrandt’s prints: aud this, successively,
for a toleruble length of time. Among the invaluable graphic treasures, thus sys-
tematically and barefacedly stolen, there happened to be, not only TaE crzar
and TaE L1TTLE CoPPENOL, With the ApvocaTz Tov, the Honbrxp GuiLpza
Prxcz, and the BurconasTer Six (see Bibliomania, p. 680-2) but a landscape,
small, quiszical, precious, and unique—called the Coacn Lanpscarz—and off
went our ¢ caricaturist and print-vendor ’ with the said Coach Landscape under
his arm!

A very respectable, well known and intelligent print-vendor— whose name
begins with a letter just as near the tail of the alphabet as that of the print-
stealer does at the head of it, chanced ¢ per varios casus’ to have this very
Coacu-prinNT submitted to his inspection, by a gentleman who had bought it of
the robber,  DMr., started back, almost aghast—* but this, Sir, (added
be with burried speech and action) can only be the copy, as the original is in the
British Museum. However let us go and make the comparison.’ ¢ Willingly,’
rejoined the unsuspecting gentleman :

With au anxious look

Their liats they took,

And nimbly walk’d

And briskly talk'd ;

And said, O dear,

What glorivus cheer!

For I and You

Should this prove true

On closest view!  Grismault’s Poems, 1693, 8vo. p. 36.
They reached the Museum : and began an instant and vigorous attack upon the
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the late Clayton Mordaunt Cracherode moved in a circle of
the most respectable and distinguished characters of the day.
His migrations however were confined to the metropolis;

Cracuenope Rzuananors: but—xo Coace Lawpscarz was taERE!
What shrieks were emitted, and what cunsternation was expressed, what doubt,
terror, and dismay, naturally and quickly took possession of the whole Corps
Biblivgraphique of the Museum, it is not possible for me to express : but the thief
was caught, secured, and——dismissed ! ¢ How! dismissed?’ Yes: notwithstaud-
ing the Statute-laws of this realm fill 20 compactly-printed and hugely-girted
quarto tomes, and that there are more ¢ Law Reports’ than were heard reports
of cannon at the battle of Waterloo, still, a case, similar to that of the Cra-
cherode-print-Robber, was not found to be amenable to punishment, cither in
the aforesaid Statutes or aforesaid Reports: and ——— was sent loose among
other print collections without a hair of his head being touched. All that sagucity,
prudence, judgenent, cxperience, and a proper respect for the 'y of the
dead could produce, was manifested on the part of the Trustees: but no punish-
ment could legally ensue, for who could swear to the identity of property, when
the mark of such identity had been effaced ? Other obstacles, not necessary to be
here noticed, also presented themnselves: and the wretch was left to prowl at
large, without the brund of punishment on his forehead. The affair produced a
great sensation, both among the unlearned and learned in Rembruudt matters.
An indirect appeal was made to the purchasers of these stolen treasures ; and to
the credit of most of them, be it said, they were returned—with the Coach
Landscape in the bargain—with a remuneration of what had been advanced. I
choose to say nothing further upon this revolting and heart-rending subjecte=
except it be to subjoin, from the pen of a facetious and classical writer, and well-
known frequenter of literary and fashionable resorts, the following jeu-d'esprit :
composed by him, cre he had well wiped away the tear which the recital of such
an event had caused to * gush from cither eye.’ The reader will observe that it
is after the manner of the tragedy of Macbeth, when the news of the sacking of
Macduff’s castle is announced to the owner of it.

Fragment of a Tragedy latcly acted at the British Museum.
Scene.  The Shades below.

Mr. Cracherode is reposing under a plane tree, surrounded by his friends
arrived from above since his arrangement of his Books, Prints, and Gems in the
British Museum ; Mr. Towneley lics at his right hand, and Mr. Steevens and Mr.
Quin at his left: talking with Roger and Thomas Payne.

Enter S1r Ricuarp Surrivan.
(4l rise to receive Sir Richard and welcome his arrival.)

All hail to our worthy friend and brother !
What brings you from the world above? bow fares
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for he seldom, if ever, visited beyond the railings of Hyde
Park Corner—unless we except occasional excursions to
Wimbledon, where he was wont to enjoy the society of an

The Thane? how goes Milesius? is your Tom
The second, still within his narrow street
Confined, or lovks he proudly towards Pall-Mall?
Sir R. S. Alas! alas! I could for ever dwell
On answers to these questions : but I've words
That would be howl'd vut in the desert air
Where hearing should not catch them.
Cracherode. What concern they ?
The gen'ral cause? or is it a fee-grief )
Duc to some single breast?
Sir R. S, No mind that’s honest,
But in it shares some woe, though the main part
Pertains to you alone.
Crach. If it be mine,
Kecep it not from me ; but quickly let me have it.
Sir R. S. Let not your ears despisc my tongue for ever,
Which shall possess them with the heaviest sound
Which ever yet they heard.
Crach. Humph! T guess at it.
Sir. R. S. Your Muscum has becn robb'd, and your Prints
Inhumanly exchang'd ; your roarks erased
By savage hands, and 'midst the mob dispersed
Of retail dealers, and in petty shops
Of Caricaturists vile : the manner
To relate, were, on the quarry of these
Stolen deer, to add the death of you,
In this immortal state.
Stcevens. Merciful heaven |
What, man! ne’er draw your forchead o'er your brows,
Give sorrow words ; the grief that does not speak,
Whispers the o’er-fraught heart, and bids it break.
Crach. My fourteen hundreds? what! my REMBRANDTS too!?
Sir R. S. Burgo-Master Six, coacn LANDscAPE, Kar
Du Jardin, all in uumber fifty-nine,
By unindicted thieves, alas! purloin’ !
Crach. I'm glad I'm dead. I never could have stood
The shock, and now the horrors seize me i
This peaceful vale, for if my prints are stol’n,
My Bouks will go, and Sir Johu Thorold too,
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intimate and noble friend; and where each was wont, in
some honey-suckle bower of retirement,

( While summer-suns stole unperceived away )

In spite of me and Edwards, have at last
My Aldus Virgil, O Edwards! Edwards !
Where wert thou when this mishap was brewing ?
For neither in the house of Montague,
Nor in thy Medicéan shop wert thou ;
But in some lap uxorious didst thou lie
Unconscious of thy Cracherode's ills.
Sir R. S. Comfort,
Sir, take comfort.
Crach. You cannot feel for me,
Who never had A priNT. My pretty ones,
Did you say all> O hell-kite! all ?
What Torr and CorrixoL at one fell swoop !
Sir R. S. Forget it like a shade.
Crach. I cannot but remember such things were
That were most precious to me. What says TvEe TrusT ?
Will it not take my part, and prosecute
The thief?
Sir R. 8. It would most gladly prosecute,
But can't convict ; since none can swear to what
They’ve only seen, and Thane knows nothing
Of identity, where marks are razed.
All. 0!
Horror, horror, loss irreparable !
Touneley. Were I to live again, and aught bequeath,
I ne’er would give to bodies corporate,
Or leamned, medals, coins, or gems, or prints ;
But marbles, busts, and ponderous statues
That cannot in portfolios be borne off. [Ezeunt omnes.

In the last place, for the Linrary of the late Reverend Clayton Mordaunt
Cracherode. The author of the Life of ¢ our’ Cracherode, in the Gen. Biog.
Dict. (vol. x. p. 445) is pleased to say—and to say truly—that, the owner of
this library ¢ used modestly to call his books a specimen collection :* it being, in
fact, a collection precisely of this designation : that is to say, it contained choice
and rare specimens of books in almost every department of literature. But
when the said author of such biography says that Mr. Cracherode’s books, ¢ par-
ticolarly of the fifteenth century, form perhaps the most perfect series ever
brought together by one man,’ he says what is¢ very wide of the truth !:’ for had
be forgotten what Harley had done at home, and the Duke de la Valliere
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to discourse upon the respective conditions of their copies of
Alduses and Giunti—of those of old English Divines—or of
the marginal amplitude, or membranaceous condition, of
their Editiones Principes of the Ancient Classics !
Lorenzo. Do you forget his collection of Prints—of

Rembrandt's, in particular ?

abroad? Or rather, how comes it to pass that Lord Spencer’s books, in the
self-same department (and admitted by all who know any thing about book-
cullections of the xvth century really to be ¢ the most perfect series’ of that
character) have been forgotten? Indeed I will go further, and say that the
Collections of his Majesty, and the Duke of Devoushire, are much before the
Cracherode as Fifteener-Libraries! Not that I would wish to question the taste,
doubt the spirit, deny the judgment, or depreciate the bibliographical reputation
of the amiable character of whom we have been so lung discoursing; but having
seen and examined all the collections here expressly mentioned, I must, as an
¢ integer vit® * man, fearlessly pronounce the Cracherode to rank at most as the
Sfourth in the Metropolitan collections. His early Ciceros, his vellum bijoux
(see vol. ii. p. 369) his Fust's Bible of 1462, and Spira Pliny of 1469, are, at this
moment, as it were, before me : and fine, and beauteous, and desirable specimens
most assuredly they arc! Bnt finer yet are the ¢ early Ciceros and vellum
bijoux, Fust's Bible of 1462, and Spira’s Pliny of 1469,’ in my Lord Spencer’s
collection : while, in the biblical department, the Duke of Devonshire and Sir
Mark Sykes possess choicer and more curious specimens ~nor let the vellom
Mazarine Bible, noticed in a preceding page, (169) be forgotten, as a desiderated
treasure in the Cracherode collection.

In what then does the chief beanty, or concentrated lustre, of the CRacHERODE
Lisrary consist? In fine old copics of belles-lettres and divinity. His Jeremy
Taylors, as alluded to by Lysauder, are unrivalled. His Grolicr and De Thou
bindings are also frequent and choice. His more modern books were bound out
of sheets hy Payne, Hering, or Montague ; and the general tonc and texture
of his volumes, especially of his ¢ dapper duodecimos,’” are perfectly beautifol.
Add to this, time has given them a mellowing tint; and well will it be, when
time shall have given, not only a mellowing, but an overwhelming tint, to some
of the outer coats of the volumes of which the late Mr. Ascough had the
choice of the patterns: for more abhorrent and taste-subversivc specimens in
the bibliopegistic art have rarely been witnessed. Upon the whole, the eollec-
tion of books, known under that of the BisrioTueca CRACHERODIANA, in the
British Muscum, is an honour to the meory of the individual aud of the
country. A more splendid and valuable book-legacy has probably nerer been
bequeathed to a public Repository. Along with the books, is a Cataleguc of
them, also by their owner : in a large ‘folio volume, bound in russis. The ar-
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"LysanpER. No: nor of his minerals, and other natural
curiosities also. Indeed Cracherode had a finely-cultivated
taste in most matters of virti—but his Lisrary was the

rangement is alphabetical ; and on the fly leaf we observe the well-known mono- .
gram both of the author of the catalogue and of the owner of the collection, thus :

SRS

We will conclude with a transcript of some Latin verses, printed on a loose
sheet, and contained within the said catalogue. The subjoined notes are neces-
sarily explanatory.

AD
C. M. CRACHERODE,

DE 115 QUE SUNT NECESSARIA AD BIBLTOTHECAM EXQUISITIOREM.
Libros que faciant venustiores,
Beatissime Cracherode, dicam.

Non obscura domus, propinquiora ®
Urbis quee loca prospicit superbe,
Atque hortos tibi Casaris virentes.
Sit magnum specular, focus perennis,t
Nec fumo, neque pulvere indecorus ;
Nidi, scriniaque omnibus reclusa,
Cedrique arcula, levis et cupressi.
Nusquam blatta, vel inquinata charta,
Sed margo calami notzque purus,
Margo latior, albus integerque,

Nec non copia larga pergamens.
Adsint Virgilius, § paterque Homerus §
Mundi pumice, purpuraque culti;

Et quicquid magica quasi arte freti
Faustusque Upilioque prestiterunt.
Adsit Lascaris || aureus libellus,

® Mr. Cracherode’s house was in Queen’s Square, Westminster, overlooking
St. Jomes’s Park.

t A convex mirror of remarkable size and beauty.

t Two Allus Virgils (1st and 2nd edition) both printed on vellum. See
vol. ii. p. 369.

Deprou’l cnpy of the first edition of Homer (1488.)

z The first edition (printed at Milan, 1476) of the Greek Grammar of .Comt.
Lascaris ; which was the first entire book printed in Greek charucters, This book
was bequeathed to Mr. Cracherode by Thomas Croft of bibliomaniacal celebrity.
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grand feature of his fame, and the leading passion of his heart.
Beloved by his friends, and respected by the public, this
venerable and spirited old gentleman bequeathed his Library
to the Nation : in other words, to the British Museum ; and
was ‘gathered to his fathers’ in the seventieth year of his age.
Few collectors have left behind so unsullied a reputation.
But see yonder—and leaning over his chair, as it were,
stands the interesting figure of Tromas Prrcy, BisHor oF
DroMORE:* a name, consecrated in the annals of black-letter

Argivi decus, atque origo preli ;

Et que non pretio empta, sed relicta.
Adsit Callimachus® frequens deorum
Cultor carminibus pié¢ canoris,

Et scriptor® gravium Leandri amorum.
Adsit velleris aurei poeta,®

Et muse tragice tener sacerdos,®
Grecorumque epigrammaton libelli :*
Stentque omnes capite eminentiori
Quadris literulis® superbientes.

Hic sit qui nitet arte Montacuti, ¢
Aut Paint, t Deromique ¢ junioris ;
Tllic cui decus arma sunt Thuani,

Aut regis breve lilium caduci.

Quid mitissime Crachcrode plura ?
Dii magnam tibi copiam librorum
Atque artem dederunt simul fruendi.
Habes omnia ; nilque vivus optas,
Nec post te tremis auctionis hastam. §

Say we now farewell to thc Reverend CLayTon MorpaUNT CRACHERODE
of bibliomaniacal immortality.

® Percy, Bisuior or DrouoRrE.] Let not the reader here expect any-
thing like a notice of the lifc and labours of this ingenious and tasteful prelate :

® Callimachus, Musezus, Apollonius Rhodius, Euripides, Anthologia Graca.
Al:l printed in capital letters, at the Florentine press, about the years 1494
and 1496.

t Mountague, Roger Payne, Deromme le jeune, celebrated bookbinders ; the
two l%:onfr in London and the latter at Paris.

t s formerly belonging to the collection of De Thou, and purchased
at the sale of the Prince de Soubise’s library. ’

$ Books from the library of the late unfortunate Louis XVI.

§ Mr. Cracherode bequeathed his library to the British Museum.

.
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learning : dear to every man who has the curiosity and the
sense to listen to the rude songs of his ancestors, and to
catch a portion of the energetic simplicity which they im-

but let bim expect something which, peradventure, may be equally palatable to
bis bibliomaniacal appetite. The pages of Mr. Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes,
and of Mr. A, Chalmers's General Biographical Dictionary, (vol. xxiv. p. 327)
may be consulted to advantage upon the former topic: although it must be
admitted, with Mr. Chalmers, that ¢ so much of the Bishop of Dromore’s life bad
passed in the literary world, strictly so called, that authentic memoirs of his life
would furm an interesting addition to our literary history.’ The fact is, that Dx.
TroMas Percy, first Dean of Carlisle, and afterwards Bishop of Dromore, —
the inmate of Northumberland House —a visitor in those leading societies and
companies which were enlivened and improved by the presence of such men as
Johnson, Burke, Reynolds, and Garrick, &c.—and moving in the first circles of
rank and respectability—~might, had he turned his elegant mind to such studies,
have given us, in his own biography, some of the most interesting of contempo-
raneous literary memoirs. He lived to a great age ; dying in 1811, in his 83rd
year : and with such connections and pursuits as those to which he was attached,
there can be uo question but tbat he might have benefited posterity by his bio-
graphical labours. However, it is both our interest and our duty to consider
men exactly as they were: and ¢ enough there is, aud more than enough,’
attached to the amiable and respectable character of whom we are speaking, to
make him at once an object of reverence and respect : especially as, in the more
essential duties of his high station, he performed his part with all the zeal of a
minister, and all the vigilauce of a prelate.

In his later years, Bishop Percy almost wished to forget that he had
published the ¢ Reliques of Ancient English Poetry,’ but the wish was both
vain and injudicious; for his memory will live, and gloriously live, upon the
strength of THAT wWoRK ALONE, when his professional publications (few and com-
paratively unimportant, undoubtedly,) may possibly be forgotten. The truth is,
the leading feature, or bias, (call it as you will) of Bishop Percy’s mind, was phi-
lological taste ; and I had almost said poetical as well as philological. He had the
eye and the hand of a master in this study. He was the first, ¢ among the sons
of Britain,’ who may be said to have truly felt and exactly appreciated, the force
and beauty of our earlier ballad poetry; and, transformed by his talismanic
touch, the sombre-seeming productions of our typographical forefathers—the De
Wordes, Pynsons, and Copelands of the xvith century—started up into shapes
and appearances the most inviting, or curious, or beautiful, or interesting. From
him, Tom Wartou might have caught or increased the glow of poetical inspira-
tion ; and Shenstone hastened to pour the tributary waters of his urn into the
reservoir, before named, which has so long continued to refresh and delight the
¢ thirsty in poetical lore.’ Formed and fashioned upon the ¢ Reliques’ of our old

VOL. 1L z
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part. 'The flowers which Percy gathered from the batfats
poetrp of our fore-fathers, have served, ever since their
appearance, to regale and to refresh us. Within the cups

poctry, the Ellises, Ritsons, and Southeys of the day have put forth a series of
volumes, without which, no library, which aspires to elegance and utility, can be
said to be complete. The Bishop’s emendations, and supply of lacune, in the
defective copies of the more ancient ballads, equally shewed the felicity of his
conception and execution; while, in prose matters, his publications of the
¢ Northumberland Household Book,” 1770, 8vo. and ¢ Mallet's Northern Anti-
quities,’ witli notes, maintained his reputation with undiminished splendor. And
is this the whole of the promised bibliographical bonne-bouche—exclaims the
impatient reader, which was promised at the commencement of this note? Calm
all your irritabilitics :—¢ hush every breeze,’ while you read as follows,

It was in the winter of 1815, when I visited, for the second time, the worthy
and hospitable owners of Ecton Hall, in Northamptonshire : Mr. and Mrs. Samoel
Isted: the lady of the mansion being the eldest daughter of the old-poetry
loviug Prelate of whom we are discoursing. The snow was on the ground : the
heavens were turbid ; the air was sharp and biting, and the hours of day light
were necessarily few. At such a scason, and in such a mansion, what could be
more delightful and congenial, thau, sitting by the side of a blazing fire, the
inspection of the vEry wms. which formed the basis of the Bishop’s celebrated
¢ Rer.1ques,’ published for the first time in 1765, in three crown octavo volumes ?!
But what was there in this MS, so wondrously fascinating? I will tell thee, good
nafured, and by this time, I trust, thoroughly-composed reader. The Bishop's
work was no sooner out, than the critics ¢ roared aloud’ for a sight of THE ms.!
and among these ¢ roarers’ (more vociferous than Bottom®s ¢ nightingale’ or
¢ sucking-dove ’) no one opened his mouth so widely, or sent forth a more
hideous yell, than the late Joserr Rirson: who at once, in imitation of
Alexander the Great, drew his tremendous sabre, and cut the Gordian knot—by
denying the existence of the MS.,and thereby implying that Dr. Percy had foisted
a lie upon the public! In spite of assurances and demonstrations to the con-
trary, and in defiance of the Doctor’s acknowledged respectability of cbaracter,
Ritson went on, ¢ roaring away,’ almost to the end of his life, a sceptic as to
the existence of this MS. :. . of which here cnsueth a most faithful and particulur
description: for it is not, gentle reader, as that dexterous artist, Sir Joshua
Reynolds, hath represented it, in his fine portrait of the Bishop—most pictures-
quely curling at the corners, of a proportionate small folio—but—as you shall
immediately read.

The MS. in question is a narrow, half bound book, with blue-paper sides, and
brown leather back. It is 15 iuches and five eighths in length, by about 5 and
six cighths in width. Every page has a margin, to the left, of about an inch and
a half in width—marked by a perpendicular line : the poetry uniformly occupy-
ing the right side of the wargin. The Leok may be about an inch in thickness.
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of these flowers, Scott, Campbell, and Moore, like poetic bees,
have ¢ lurked, ’ and sipped, and enriched their own delight-
ful stores. The late Bishop of Dromore, if he merit no
other distinction, is entitled to the proud praise of being the
Father of poetical_taste in that department of literature

We have the following introductory prefix, in an ancient hand. ¢ Curious Old
Ballads wch. occasionally I have met with. N.B. This volume contains near
40,000 verses, reckoning 520 pages, and about 75 lines to a page: which how-
ever makes it 39,000’ A little further, the Bishop has written as follows:
¢ N. B. When I first got possession of this MS. I was very young, and being in
no degree an Antiquary, I had not then learnt to reverence it; which must be
my excuse for the scribble which I then spread over some parts of its margin;
and in one or two instances for even taking out the leaves—to save the trouble of
transcribing. I bave since been more careful.” T. P.

This is followed by a memorandum of great interest, signed by the Bishop
timself, in his usnal manner before he was advanced to the prelacy; of which I
bave caused a fac-simile to be engraved. * MemonaNpum. Northumberland
House, Nov. 7, 1769. This very curious 0ld Manuscript in its present mutilated
state, but unbound and sadly torn, I rescoed from destruction, and begged at the
bands of my worthy friend Humphrey Pitt, Esg. then living at Shiffnal in Shrop-
shire, afterwards of Prior Lee near that town ; who died very lately at Bath: via
in Summer, 1769. 1 saw it lying dirty on the Floor under a Bureau in ye
Parlour: being used by the Maids to light the fire. It was afterwards sent most
unfortunately to an ignorunt Bookbinder, who pered the margin, when I put it
into Boards in order to lend it to Dr. Johuson.

¢ Mr. Pitt bas since told me, that he believes the Transcripts in this Volume,
&c. were made by that Blount who was Author of Jocular Tenures, &c. who he
thought was of Lancashire or Cheshire, and had a remarkable fonduess for these
old things. He believed him to be the same Person with that Mr. Thomas
Blount who published the curious account of Kiug Charles the 2d’s Escape,
intitled Boscobel, &c. Lond. 1660, 12mo. which has been so often reprinted : as
also the Law Dictionary, 1671, folio, and many other Books, wch. may be seen
in Wood’s Athena, ii. 78, &c.

¢ A Descendant or Relation of that Mr. Blount, was an Apothecary at Shiffnal,
whom I remember myself (named also Blount.) He (if I mistake not) sold the
Library of his said predecessor, Thos. Blount, to the above mentioned Mr.
Humphrey. Pitt: who bought it for the use of his Nephew, my ever-valued
friend, the Revd. Robt. Binnel. Mrs. Binnel accordingly bad all the printed
Books ; but this MS. which was among them, was neglected, and left behind at
Mr. Pitt’s House, where it lay for many years.

* N. B. Upon looking into Wood’s Athene, I find that Thos. Blount, the
Author of ye Jocl, Tenures, was a Herefordshire man; He may, however, have
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which he has the exclusive merit of having first brought into
public notice. His ¢ Reliques of Anciens English Foetry’

spent much of his time in Cheshire or Lancashire: or, after all, this Collection
may have been made by a relation of his of the sume name.’ To this is subjoined
the Bishop’s name, thus ;

The leaves of this valume (which is something Iike o tradesman’s day-book)
are inaccurately, numbered as leaves, but should be pages. The first four pages
appear to be wanting. The poetry commences with a fragment of the ballad of
Robin Hood and the Old Man, or rather the Begger (* but see,’ says the Bishop,
¢ Ritson's 2nd vol. p. 151, no. xxm.) That the reader may judge of the pro-
bable date of the writing (about the end of the xvirth century, I guess?) the
ensuing fac-similes have been engraved : representing s few of the more marked
characters of the penmanship. What first ensues, is a specimen of the usual
text of the ballad itself, taken from the very ballad of which the title has been
Jjust mentioned.

Jrok Bobiie 038 o it ol ssass
Woosrir ko n t vy wﬁf’
ey 8 O G
%ﬁk&% a0

The first title, in one of the larger hands, is thus: making one line in the

STk
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is a publication that reflects lasting honour upon his name;
and it has preved the germ of a rich harvest in the same
field of the Muses. In this field the names of Rirson and

The second title is after the following fashion :

Robin Hoad

s

I shall next proceed with the titles of somewhat more than the first half hun-
dred of the ballads contained in this curious and very interesting volume:
premising that those ballads, which are objectionable on the score of indelicacy,
have been crossed through by the Bishop’s own hand. I here only copy the
memoranda which I made at the aforesaid visit.

Page. No.

21, 1. Robine Hoode his death. (The Bishop in a note observes, ¢ This is a
curious old song, and not in print.’ There are also two references
to the  Romance of the Green Knight.’)

32, 1v. Sr. Lionell.

86, v. Sr. Lancelott of Dulake.

88, vi. The Turke and Gowin.

46, vit. The marriage of Sr. Gawaine. (A memorandum by the Bishop : ¢ To

supply the defects, P.” How Ritson ¢ roared away ’ about these sup-
ples 1)

54, virr. Musleboorrowe Field. (The Bp. observes: ¢ This is in better lan-

guage than most of that age.”)

55, 1x. Listen Jolly Gent. I present the readcr with a fac-simile of this tite ;

which is executed in the coarsest manner of the writing,

stnolly Gl

56, x. See the Buildinge. (* Not inelegant.”)
58, xi1. King James, &c. Browne. .
Thua far the pages are but balf ones.
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Ervis will more particularly strike you: but why the
Bishop is here so especially introduced, is, to leave you to
fancy the curious old tomes which he must have collected
or perused ; and to prove that he was the parent of a par-
ticular class of collectors—who, emulous of the celebrity of
Captain Cox, of Queen Elizabeth-memory—never rested,

Bisuor Percy’s Oup MS, BaLrabps.

. No.

P;g.e xa1. Sir Lambewell. (“ A curious old romantic ballad written before the
Reformation.” This is upon the same subject as the old Romance
of Sir Launfal, but differs in some parts of the story : probably altered
by some minstrel.” Itis in 3 parts.)

68, x11, Sir Aldringar,
71, x1v. The heire of Lin.
73, xv. Lord of Learne—(* shewing how a false Steward would have wrongd
him on his travels, by robbing him, and then assurning his name.’)
It begins thus:
It was the worthy Lord of Learne
he was a lord of a hie degree
he bad nor more children but one sonne
he sctt him to school to learn curtesse

79 xvr. Scotish Feilde (* Very particular account.”)
90 xvir. Old Robin of Portingale : (* When I first set to examine this, I had
not yet learnt to liold this old MS. in much regard.” P.)
92 xvirr. As it befell one Saturday.
93 x1x. Walking in a Meadow green (crossd).
94 xx. Glasgerion [ N. B. It was not neccssary to correct this much for the
press. P.]
95 xx1. O Jolly Robin [¢ wretched stuff *—(cross’d.)]
95 xxit, Came you not From. (Imperfect.)
Came you not from Newcastle
came yee not thereaway
met yee not my true louc
ryding on a bony bay
why shold not I loue my loue
why shold not my loue loue me
why s 2 stanzas only.
96 xxi11. I haue a loue that's faire.
— xx1v. When Plicbus addrest (cross'd).
97 xxv. Firyar and Boye (Collated with a copy in Pepys library : no. 358,
lettered Wallace.)
104 xxvi. As I was ridinge by the way (cross'd),
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day or night, till they could procure all the original editions
of those black-letter @Id Balladg which Percy was instru-
mental either in bringing to light, or in putting in a popular

Page. No.

104 xxvIL
105 xxviIr.
112 xxIx.
113.  xxx.
124 xxxI.
145 xxXxII.
178 xxxIII.
179 xxxIv.
182 xxxv.
— XXXVI.
184 xxxvIL
186 xxxVIII.
191 ;xxxIX.
192 XL.
-_— XLI.
193 XLII.
193  xvrmr
194 XLV,
194 XLV,

Brsuor Percy’s Oup MS. Barvrabs.

The Man that hath

The man yt hath a handsome wiffe
& keeps her as a treasure

it is my threefold ioy of life
to haue her to my pleasure

Earles of Chester, in 3 parts. (“ This is & very curious and
valuable poem : but is posterior to the time of Camoer, who is
quoted in it.")

Earle of Westmorlande ; 2 parts — Sequel to the Rising in the
North. (These lines are given in one of my old copies, to Lord
Northumberland : they scem here corrupted.)

Fflodden Ffeilde. (* This is evidently the produetion of a com-
mon minstrel.”)

Eyer and Grine, in 6 parts. (“ This old piece is not much inferior
to one of Ariosto’s Tales.)

Merline, in 9 parts. (‘ A very curious old Pocm, and may be
considered as one of the first attempts in epic poetry by the
English.")

Dulcina. (* This Song is printed in many Collections of Songs.)

Kinge Arthurs Death. [N. B. ¢ In this and the following, I made
many corrections, which I did not think it necessary to c¢nu-
merate.” The Bp. refers to Gerard de Leeu’s Chronicle of
England, 1493, folio, as containing facts related in this poem.]}

Off a Puritane : (crossed.)

Cocke Laurell. (In Pepys Collect. v. 4. p. 284.)

Kinge John and Bishoppe. Old Ballads : 1776, vol. ii. p. 49.
[N. B. ¢ This song is more ancient and very different from the
printed copy : containing double the quantity.’]

Marye Aumbree. (An English Virago: not inferior to the
Pucelle d’Orleans.) -

‘When Loue with vnconfined, &c.

Cloris.

The Kinge enioyes his right.

The egiptian Quene. (Not an inelegant old song : corrected by
an edition in Clevcland’s poems, 1687, 12mo. p. 65.)

The Mode of Ffrance.

Be not afrayed (crossed.)

Hollowe me flancye. (Printed in a collection of Scot’s poems,
Edinb. 1713, p. 143.)
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point of view. Let his name therefore be held in respectful
remembrance.

But see!—a little lower down in our mirror—there sits
an episcopal bibliomaniac of the name of D@urtnl, (once

Bisuor Percy's MS. Orp Barrabs, &c.
Page. No. ’

195 xuvr. Newarke. (Very probably writ hy Jack Cleveland during the
sicge of Newark upon Trent.)

— xLvIiL. Amongst the Mirtles. (A very elegant song: writ by Carew.)

196 xrix. The worlde is changed. (A good old Cavalier Song.)

- L. The tribe of Banburye (An old Cavalier Song on the taking of
Banbury by Col. Lumford.)

197 L1, Doe you—ineane (crossed).

~  vrir. A maid and a younge man (crossed ).

198  vLiir. Ayme: Ay me: (A flingat the Scots : probably writ in James Ist's
time.) .

199 riv. Ffaine wolde I change (my maiden liffe)

= Lv. When flinst I sawe.

— . LvI. A creature ffor feature (crossed).

200 rvii. Lye alone (The maiden’s complaint. To the tunc of* I ean nor will,’
&c. The readings in red ink arc from the Golden Garland.)

— rvirr. How flayre shee be (An elegant old Song, by Withers. In Allen
Ramsay’s T. T. Miscy. and Dryden’s Misc. It is reprinted ;
wanting the 2d stanza.

Tt is now high time, methinks, to bid farewell to the ¢ ingenious and tasteful’
Dr. Tuomas Percy, Bisnor of Droxore. Yet a few moments only longer.
Thou art looking at the OPPOSITE PORTRAIT, gentle reader. *Tis worth an atten-
tive contemplation. The original drawing, in water-colours, about two feet in
height, is the property of the Hon. Mrs. Meade : the youngest daughter of the
Bishop and united to the Hon. and Rev. Pierce Mecade, Archdeacon of Dromore.
1t represents the Bishop, when an old man —‘ under the loss of sight, of which
he was gradually deprived some years before his death, and during which he
steadily maintained his habitual cheerfulness '—walking in his garden, and about
to feed his swans, who regularly looked for their feeder. The reduced drawing,
from which the print was takeu, was cxecuted by the late William Alexander :
and the print, here submitted, is supposed, in every point of vicw, to be an
appropriate embellishment within the pages of a ¢ Bibliographical D on.'
Let us conclude with a fac-simile of the Bishop's autograph, when he was raised
to the episcopacy.
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Bisuor oF ELY)* in his Merlin-chair, full of ardour and full
of intelligence. He has just learnt of the acquisition of an
early-printed Brescia tome, from the press of Ferandus ; or

® Damrrer, once Bisnor or Ery.] T leave to abler pens the task of effec-
tually appreciating the worth of this excellent man, accomplished scholar,
upright Bishop, and most erudite bibliographer : but I will suffer no pen more
Aomestly to bear testimony of this Prelate’s benevolence and book-celebrity than
my own. It was some two or three years before the removal of the late Dr.
Dampier from the see of Rochester to that of Ely, that I had the honour of
becoming acquainted with him : an acquaintance which, just at the period of
his sudden and woful departure, was beginning to be ripened into friendship.
Our discourse, at the very first interview, immediately rolled upon Epiriones
PriNcires: and a sharp discussion ensued respecting that of the ¢ Catullus
Tibullus and Propertius.” When I published the first edition of an ¢ Introduction
to the Knowledge of the rarer and more valuable Editions of the Greek and Roman
Classics,’ in 1802, 12mo. in a provincial town, (Glocester) I was fully sensible
of the superficialness and demerits of the work : but I was then young, and more
ardent than well-informed. The plan, however, took with the public: and
within six months an impression of 750 copies was exhausted. The Bishop was
wont to speak frequently of this trifling manual : ¢ it was superficial (said he) I
grant, but there was that in it which made me anxious to see a more enlarged
work from the same quarter.” When the second, and very materially enlarged
edition of 1804, was put forth, his Lordship was strong in his commendation of
it: ¢ yet (said he) much remains to be done, and you must by all means get
acquainted with Lorp SPENCER’S Bookxs'—secming thereby to intimate that
there was ¢ nothing like them beneath the Sun!’

That the advice of the ¢ good Bishop’ has been pretty closcly attended to,
the public has recently had (it is presumed) very abundant testimony. Ta
return to the edition of 1804.* For my amusement I selected a large paper

® One word more only respecting the ¢ Introduction,’ &c. A third edition of
1250 copies of this work, appeared in two crown octavo volumes, in 1808 ;
which has been out of print these two years, and a fourth edition—as the
phrase is—is called for! ¢ Called for!’==but what compensation, from
any publisher, can remunerate the toils of such a work?! I have laboured
day and night, early and late, at what has been already accomplished,
and there is hardly a young collector in Ancient Classics or Divinity who z{
not own, without a blush, that be bas received some benefit (however trivial)
from a consultation of its pages. There is an absolute substantial comfort in
this reflection which affords a ¢ suit of steel’—a very panoply—under which
one stands insensible of the ¢ thrusts and stabs’ that are made from with-
out! I know perfectly well how difficult, perhaps how insurmountably, diffi-
cult it is, to execute a work of the nature here under discussion as it ought
to be executed—but because the present yet wants very much indeed of
perfection, it may not be thought wholly undeserving of the approbation of
those, from whom suggestions of amendment would come with 8 good grace, aud
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he finds some prohibited anti-Roman Catholic volume, in
the catalogue of an obscure bookseller, marked at the humble
price of a shilling—and he is anxiously waiting for the result

copy (of which only 50 impressions, with extra copper-plates, were struck off’)
for the purpose of illustration—accompanied by scveral drawings from my own
inefficient pencil — I sec upon what a delicate and trembling verge I am about
to stand : but I hate hypocrisy, and am fearless of imputations of vanity where
none was cver felt, and none therefore intended to be conveyed. Morcover, the
Bishop is in his grave :

After life’s fitful fever, he slecps well !

Scraps of intelligence, or gleanings of letters, from those of whom little is
publicly known, but of whom much ought to be publicly known, must be
acceptable to curious and honest-hearted readers; and so I go on with my
Daxrieriana. I lent the Bishop the large paper, illustrated copy, just
mentioned. He returned, it with the following gracious answer.
¢ Dear Sir, Ely House, Monday.

‘I am very much obliged to you for allowing me to sec the very
curious illustrations which you have inserted in your own copy of the most
valusble and useful Book which has ever been published on the subject of
classical Bibliography. The whole has gratified me exceedingly, and I shall be
glad to add to the Portraits of Printers one of Christopher Plantin, by Goltsius,
for which I will make search. I remain, dear Sir, your very faithful Servant,

Tuo. Evizs.

The head of Plantin, by Goltzius, here offered, was subsequently given to me :
and it is from that very plate that the reader sees the fine physiognomy of
our dearly-beloved Curistorner PLaNTIN which faces page 157 of the 2nd
volume of this work. The back-ground only has been necessarily altered.

Previously to the publication, or rather composition, of the BierioTnECA
SPENCERIANA, I amused myself a few rainy momings in St. James’s Place by
stringing together bibliographical descriptions of a few very rare, curious, and
precious books, in Lord Spencer’s library, in Latin and Italian Literature ; and
privately printed about 50 copies of such ¢ travail’ under the title of WBooks
Rarities, This was intended as a specimen of what might be called a sort of
Herculean attempt of a bibliographical catalogue of the carly printed books in
the same magnificent collection. The paper and printing were * de toute
beauté :* and the Bishop, among other friends, had a copy of this ¢ specimen.’
His answer was as follows :

be received with a thankful heart. The fourth, and forthcoming edition, will at
least atone for the errors of the preceding: if it may not wholly silence the
cavils, or blunt the shafts, of anonymous critics. The reader may, if he please,
consult vol. i. p. 124, respecting another point growing out of this publication :
meanwhile, I record the above testimony of Dr. Dampier with pride of the
roost legitimate and triumphant kind,
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of the dispatch of a swift-footed Mercury to secure it ! Yet
perhaps equally interesting to him are the announces of a

¢ Revd. Sir, . Ely House, Nov. 2d.
¢ I beg leave to thank you for the elegant specimen of your intended
work, which I received from you yesterday.
¢ The Idea is a good one, and the Articles which you have printed are very
well done. )
¢ Lord Speuncer’s Library is full of Rarities, which deserve to be described,
and the same may be said of that at Blenheim, the contents of which are not
sufficiently known. I have a Catalogue of all the Books of the 15th Century
in that Collection, but as no Description is given of those sine anno et loco,
there are many which I have not been able to make out.
¢ A Detail of VeLLum Cories, as far as they are known, would come within
the Plan of your Book. I have a List of those that are in this Country and in
some foreign Collections, which is much at your Service. As I am at present
confined with the Gout, you are sure of finding me at twelve o’clock, whenever
it may be convenient to you to call. I am, Revd. Sir, your obedient Servant,
) Tho. EL1eN.’
To some subsequent proposition, of which I have now really forgotten the
nature, but which is in part explained by the reply itself, his Lordship quickly
dispatched the ensuing answer :
¢ Dear Sir, Ely House, Monday.
¢ The Proposal in your last Letter was too flattering to excite any
vexation in my mind, tho’ I was a littlc embarrassed by it, from the Fear lest
Vanity should be imputed to my acceptance of it. On this Account, I wished
rather to have given my answer in Person, than by Letter. I think your Idea a
good one, and if you will do me the favour of dining here on Thursday next at
six, I will tell you why.
¢ The observation which you make on the Portrait at Northcote’s, has been
made by others, and some alteration must be attempted. A private mezzotint
plate will be taken.
¢ It will give me much satisfaction, if my MS. is found useful to you. It was
hastily compiled, as the Books came into my possession, and it is not free from
Errors, nor does it contain all that I know respecting some of the rarer articles,
of which, I believe, I have other scattered notices.
¢ Have you seen a Catalogue of Books, which were sold at Paris in Dec.? It
was lent to me by Mr. Payne, and I found it to contain many most curious
Books: one in particular, Terentius, which is said to be printed in a Type like
that of the Mentz Bible, and of which I can find no trace elsewhere. Lord
Spencer has a large collection of old Editions of that Author, but I do not recol-
lect any one of them which answers the above description, or which, excepting
Mentel’s ang the Monast. Sortens. is printed in the gothic type.
¢ I remain, Dear Sir, your very faithful Servant, Tuo. Evizn.’
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few scarce Greek Morels or Turnebuses in some forth-coming
sale—while,upon his early printed Bibles or New Testaments,
he throws a triumphant eye of superiority, and exults in the

¢The MS.’ alluded to contained the Bishop’s own notes, in Latin, upon the early
printed books in his library : and the public have had sufficient proof of the
service rendered me by the same notes in the pages of the Bibliotheca Spen-
ceriana ; a service, expressly noticed in the preface of that work. The ¢ Terence’
alluded to was subsequently obtained by Lord Spencer, and is particularly
described in vol. iv. p. 557, of the same work. The preceding was the last letter
which I received from the Bishop: who lived just to examine, and slightly to
correct, the first three sheets of the work here alluded to. I could mention (and
my heart swells at the recollection of it !) not only the ¢ handsome,’ bat, I trust,
just ¢ things,” which the Bishop was pleased to say at the ¢ promise’ held out
from what he had examined : but a dark cloud suddenly came across us, and he
disappeared from me for ever! T am about to tell a mournful tale—and therc
are bosoms yet alive to the agony which it must impart : yet should I be forgiven
by them if I omitted it> By no means. A day or two before the assassination of
Mr. Perceval, I bad sent to the Bishop, for his particular examination, a thump-
ing duodecimo, containing a Collection of Early Catechisms, printed in the black
letter, in the early part of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and bound exquisitely in
purple morocco by Charles Lewis. He fondly anticipated the possession of the
volume—for he had the eye of a lynx, and the heart of a lion, in sych matters!
I called, agreeably to his eamest request, on the following Thursdsy : ascended,
with alacrity, the stone-steps of Ely House, in Dover-Street—took no heed of
the closed windows—knocked—and found every servant dissolved in tears!

The Bishop had died suddenly the preceding evening—from an attack of the
gout in the stomach. The intelligence absolutely stunned and stupified me.
Nor is the sequel of a less mournful nature. The late Stk HExry Danpren, Kxr.
one of the Barons of the Exchequer, an admirable scholar, and perhaps un-
rivalled as an ecclesiastical Lawyer, was the Bishop’s half brother: (the Revd.
— Dampier, another brother, is yet living) and loved by him with a fraternal
affection not to be exceeded. That brother is now also in his grave. He
survived the Bishop scarcely three years—although his own dissolution (from
his complaint, which was water in the chest) might have been predicted as
likely to happen before that of his brother. The Bishop lived, however, to see Sir
Heary upon the Bench ; and he watched the progress of his health—the alter-
nate indications of hope and despair—with an i and heart-desponding
anxiety which is not to be described. He would even refuse to be seen to his
best friends if intelligence of an unfavourable nature arrived. It pleased provi-
dence, however, that the Judge should outlive the Bishop: but alas, how brief
was the term of such survival! On the decease of the latter, a cordespondence
took place between Sir Henry and myself respecting the disposal of the Bishop's
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good fortune of their acquirement. The late Bishop of Ely
was probably, upon the whole, the most learned of contem-

Library and Prints : and I lay the two letters of Sir Henry before the reader with
the greater satisfaction, as they are documents not wholly uninteresting in them-
selves, but perhaps the only compositions from the same quarter which are
likely to meet the public eye.
¢ Sir, 10, Montague Place, Bedford Square, May 21st, 1812,
¢ The affliction with which it has pleased God to visit me, has fallen uponx
me at a time when I am weighed down by great bodily Infirmity, from which
it is not improbable that I may never recover ; this adds to the Pressure of that
Calamity which of itself would have been very grievous, It is my duty, how-
ever, to submit with Resignation, and as far as I can, with Chearfullness to the
Dispensations of Providence, however deeply 1 may feel the Loss I have
suffered.

¢ I am much obliged to you for the kindness of your Expressions of Regard
to my Brother, and the Testimony you give to his merits; a testimony in
which, I believe, all who knew him will readily join.

¢ 1 beg you will keep the Books which may be useful to you in your work
of the Spencer Library, as long as you have occasion for them : but I shall be
obliged to you to send me a List of them, that they may not appear to be
missing from the Catalogue: my Brother told me that he had purchased a
volume of Catechisms which had belonged to the first Lord North,

¢ The Books and Prints will be sold ; it would be an object to me, for many
Reasons, to dispose of the whole Collection of Books to one Person, so that
they might be kept together. Purchasers of such a Description are not readily
found, but I have heard a Report that the Duke of Devonshire has been dis-
appointed of Count M<Carthy’s Library, which it was supposed he had pur-
chased ; if this be true, he may not be disinclined to treat for the Bishop of
Ely’s; if you can by any means learn whether his Grace would be so inclined,
and let me know, I shall be much obliged to you.

¢ I thank you very kindly for your offer of a sketch of my late Brother;
should you have two or three to spare, I shall accept them very gratefully, and
what I do not retain myself, shall be distributed as from you, to other Parts of
the Family.

I am s0 infirm that I have not been able to get to Ely House, but I hear
that Mrs. Dampier is as composed as we can expect her to be under such
Circumstances.

¢ I am, Sir, your most faithful and much obliged humble Servant,
H. Damries.
¢ Dear Sir, 10, Montague Place, May 26th, 1812.
¢ I must request you would keep the Books you have belonging to my
late Brother, as Jong as you have any use for them, and as long as they are mei
Juris,

A2
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porancous British collectors; and to very considerable
scholarship he added still greater bibliomaniacal enthusiasm.
He had not however the cautious investigation, nor the

¢« The Duke of Devonshire is not, as I understand, expected in town till next
week. My Clerk, at my Chambers in New Court, Temple, will always know
where I am to be found. Sir M. Sykes’s book will of course be looked out
and laid apart for him. I hardly know what answer to give you respecting the
Sale of the Books, in case they should not be purchased by the Duke of
Devonshire? If any of them come to the Hammer, I should wish that the whole
Collection should ; and a speedy decision must be made, as the arranging and
making a proper Catalogue of such a Collection is a work of Labour and Time.
I dread a partial Sale, and I am afraid of the Delay of a Negotiation.
¢ There is one thing in which, if I do not incroach too much upon your
Kindness, you might, by your Skill and Experience, render me considerable
assistance. The late Bishop had a large Collection of Prints, which are, I
belicve, of great value. What he collected himself were principally English
Portrails, and 1 belicve there is 8 GRANGER COMPLETE ; some came to him
from my Father : there are some very good Nanteuils and a large Collection of
Rembrandts. I have no sort of knowledge on this subject, and I understand
you have. They arc directed to be sold : I have been recommended to a man
of the name of Philippe, in Golden Square. Mr. Sutherland of Gower-Street,
who is very leamed in Prints, says he should prefer a Mr. Dod who lives in
St. Martin’s Lane. My Request to you is, that you would, as soon as it suits
your convenience, call on Mrs. Dampier in Dover-Street, who will sce you, and
give her such assistance as in your Judgement will expedite the disposal of
them. I must go out of town on Monday, as I find that the Exertions I have
already been obliged to make, have impeded the progress of my Recovery
in a very considerable Degree, and if I were to stay here, I should soon sink
under the fatigue.
¢ I am, Dear Sir, you faithfull and obliged humble Servant,
H. Daurien’
The public are not wholly uninformed of the nature and result of a portion
of these letters. The Duke of Devonshire did not purchase the Mac-Carthy
collection (see page™162 ante,) but he did purchase thatof Tue LaTe Brsnor or
Ery. Two able and respectable bibliopolists (Mr. Payne on the part of the
Duke, and Mr. Evans on that of Sir Henry Dampicr) were appointed to make
the valuation: and the volumes once forming the rarer, choicer, and more
valuable part of the Damrien Lisrary, were safely deposited and systemati-
cally arranged upon the book-shelves of Devossuire Hovse—for a sum hard
upon ten thousand pounds sterling! More was expected ; but the valuation
must, in every point of view, be considered both liberal and just; as some of
the Bishop's copies of the scarcer Editiones Principes were rather of a secondary
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delicate taste, of Cracherode: while, in a knowledge of 4n-
cient English Bibliography, he allowed himself to be a mere
novice. His library, the fruit of many years collection, was

quality. The purchase reflected great credit upon a young nobleman, just come
into the possession of immense patrimonial property—with ten thousand tempta-
tions to spend such a sum in & more fashionable, but probably not quite so
rotional, manner. The Devoxsuinr Linrary has, in consequence, become
the third, after that of the King and Earl Spencer, not only in the inetropolis, but
throughout England. The remaining part of the Bishop’s library was sold by Mr.
Evans, by public auction, in the winter of 1813, and produced the sum of
1171L 14s. 6d. The prints were disposed of, in a similar manner, by Mr.
Clristic, and brought 1749 13s. The Bishop somectimes gave tremendous
prices for prints ; but to say the truth, his knowledge, or tact, ¢ in the matter,’
of the burin, was of a far inferior kind to that ¢ in the matter of* bokes,
‘We are now, in the last place, to discourse familiarly and honestly upon the
bibliomaniacal character of the Prelate whose sudden departure is for ever to
" be regretted. He was surely the martyr, of all martyrs, to that horrible affliction
the Gout! Sir Joseph Banks had the agility of Vestris, compared with our
episcopal bibliomaniac—! The Bishop (as Lysander above correctly intimates)
.would sit in his Merlin-chair, and wheel himself straight forward, or rectangu-
Jeely, in an instant—scour a shelf of folios—make a reconnoissance of a battalion
of .quartos—and put a troop of octavo Morcls and Stephens in motion—with a
* -rendiness.and rapidity which none, but those who had ocular demonstration of
-such manceuvres, could imagine. Once he observed to a friend, that such a
boak was ¢ beyond his reach ’ (as he was struggling to obtain possession of it)—
- Not so0, my Lord, therc are few things in, or out, of this room which are
Seyond your reack.” The Bishop stopt : rubbed his hands together, and breathed
Jargely in approbation of the reply! Never did any human being more
thoroughly and luxuriously enjoy a well-furnished library, than did the late
Bishop of Ely, upon the first floor, in Ely House. Indeed he had reason to
be proud of it—for such & chamber, so bibliomaniacally adorned, it is rarcly the
lot even of an Archbishop to possess. Methinks I now see our Dampier, scated
as be is in the orrosITE PLATE ®*—and as he was wont to be— in his Merlin-
chair, wheeling along beneath the warm and equally diffused light of a large
Argand’s lamp, which was suspended and regulurly lighted in the drawing-room,
or rather library, every evening. How alive was he to all the subtleties of
typographical distinctions and varieties! How keen upon the scent of
Brescia volume ! How cnamoured of Mentelin—how despondent of an Azoguidi
Ovid! In scholastic criticism, connected with the beginning and middle of the

* From a drawing in pencil by my friend Mr. I I, Masquerier; to whom
the Bishop, atiny particular request, had the gooduess to sit.
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rich and extensive ; and on his decease it was promptly and
gallantly purchased by the present Duxe or DEvONSHIRE,
who, magically as it were, and chiefly by means of such pur-

sixtcenth century, he was most leamed: and the productions of Budews,
Robortellus, Turnebus, Scaliger, Casaubon, and the Stephens, found, in his library,
@ ready and warm reception. It must be confessed, however, (with grief of
bheart) that he had scarcely began to cultivate an acquaintance with Cartow, or
Machlinia, or even John Haukins—for when I told him of the value of Palsgrave’s
Eclaircissemens de la Langue Frangoise— the only book ever printed by the latter,
qnd of which he had a copy—he was lost for three seconds in a joyful extacy!

The BisL1omMaNIA may be said to have possessed him even before he went
to College : for be told me that, when a lad, he called upon the famous Dr.
Askew, to sce his library. ¢ Well, young man, exclaimed the Doctor, and what
do you come to see— my largest and smallest book ?* ¢ No, Sir, I come to see
which are your Editiones Principes!’ ¢ Bravo,’ replied the Doctor, ¢ and that
You shall, with all my heart!" The Revd. Dr. Goodall, Provost of Eton, who
knew the Bishop intimately, and who was both beloved and respected by him,
informs me that his intimacy ¢ with the late Bishop of Ely did not commence
till his mania was confirmed : all he can lean from authority, is, that the first
symptoms of it appeared when he was private tutor at Eton. The demise of
his father precluded all possibility of recovery, as he bequeathed to him, with
his library, an incurable phrensy, which, as I well knew, never permitted a lucid
interval. While at Cambridge (continues the Provost) he could view large
margins, black letter, undated colophons, &c. with a temperate pulse.’ This is
well and pleasantly told : but no man had higher notions of the Bishop’s cha-
racter, as a scholar and prelate, than the competent authority of which I bave
Jjust availed myself. In his theological principles, the late Bishop of Ely was a
thorough church of England-man. Indeed there were those who said he was
too ¢ high-backed’ in these matters: but, however differing in deductions,
therc was no man who could not ¢ chuse but admire’ the open, manly, and
explicit way in which his sentiments were always delivered in controversies
relating to Church-discipline. He was as open as day-light, and as luminous
as the sun, in these discussions. There was nothing insincere, covert, or
courtier-like about him, He was also thoroughly good-natured and good-
hearted ; but now aund then perhaps a little strong and decisive in the
delivery of his sentiments. Quick in apprehension, and tenacious of his
opinions, he fought you, whether in argumentations bibliographical or theolo-
gical, step by step, and inch by inch, and in a manner which shewed that he
neither feared nor disrespected you: and discrepancies were never recorded by
him as heresies! He had been the tutor of the present Earl of Guildford, and
had mixed much in society : so that he never forgot what one gentleman had a
right to expect, aud what another had an equal right to grant.
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chase, found himself in the possession of the’#hird longest
bibliomaniacal spear in the metropolis.

Something we might say of the late DEaN oF WEsT-
MINSTER,® whose death ¢ followed hard upon’ that of the last

At this moment of time—looking back upon what have been my hopes and
fears, and toils and anxieties, since his decease —I may be permitted to
say, ‘ ex imo corde,’ that the excellent character, of whom we have been so
Jong discoursing ... suovLp HAVE DIED HEREAPTER. It is however among
the most gratifying of my remembrances, now that he is in his grave, that I
never spake to him with my tongue what my heart disowned ; and that adula-
tion and hypocrisy were strangers to the whole of my intercourse with him.
But it is time to say ¢ Hail and Farewell !’

® the late DeaN of WesTuiNsTER.] Lysander has probably introduced the
late Dean of Westminster, Da. ViNcENT, upon the bibliomaniacal boards, from
some particular personal regard, or respect for his memory — as I am not sure
that he is strictly entitled to the praise of having ¢ enacted ’ a conspicuous part
in the drama here alluded to. He was however ¢ a fine gallant creature’ in
every sense of the word : and loved books and literature, and the society of
learned men, prodigiously. My acquaintance with him (scarcely ripened into
intimacy) commenced from a sufficiently gratifying circumstance. I had not
been bred up at Westminster, nor had I ever had the least intercourse with ¢ the
worthy Dean :’ but a passage in the Bibliomania (p. 23) contained so strong
and so pointed an allusion to the worth of his public character, and the erudi-
tion of his labours, that the Dean, in the course of a few weeks after the pub-
lication of that work (in 1811) was pleased to beg my acéeptance of a bound
copy of his Voyage of Nearchus, &c. 1809, 4to. accompanied by a letter, of
which the following is a copy; and of which I will honestly declare that I
am proud of the reception. As before observed, (p. 346) such testimonies of
the warmth of heart of those now sleeping in their graves, and who have lefd
behind an imperishable record of their talents, cannot fail to be acceptable to
the enlightened reader.

¢ Sir; 1 have said in onc of my prefaces, —* popular reputation I neither
courted or declined,— emolument I neither coveted or disclaimed ; but if the
approbation of many excellent and learned men be an object of ambition, I
have had my reward.” Judge then of the pleasure I have received on finding
your suffrage added to the number, and your account of me and my work
expressed with equal elegance and cordiality. You may be well aware that it
is not in my power to thank every onc that has mentioned my work with
respect ; but I do feel a peculiar gratification in the observations of a person so
deservedly esteemed by all the friends of literature, and yet so totally uncon-
nected with me in interest or acquaintance.

¢ The only instance in which I can testify my gratitude to you is, by putting

VOL. III, Aa
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mentioned Bishop—but we must hasten to the more especial

notice of three well-known and high mettled bibliomaniacs

of the names of Jounges, WopnuLL, and Heata.
Lozrenzo. T am indeed anxious to hear your opinion of

into your hands a book which may easily have escaped your notice ; in which,
if you find no intrinsic worth, I think you will consider it as one of the neatest
specimens of printing that you have seen ; and to the honour of Collingwood,
[see vol. ii. p. 405] T must say, that the proofs of the Greek page came from
the press almost faultless. I think him the most able printer of Greek of the
present age ; and you well know the merit of this.

‘ Once more I thank you most cordially; and whenever you may be in
London, I shall be most happy to be favoured by receiving a visit from you at
the Deanry : believe me your most obedient and faithful servant, W. Vincant.’

Ilip, July 8, 1811.

Shortly afterwards I visited ¢ the Deanry’ at Westminster, and found the
owner of it in the midst of a well furnished library, reading the Oxford folio
edition of Clarendon’s Hist. of the Rebellion. ¢ Though it be the Sabbath day,’
said be, (for the visit was made on a Sunday) ¢ there arc worse methods of vio-
Iating it than by reading the work which you sec before me.’ I readily assented
to the observation. From that period we wrote occasionally to each other, upoa
scarce books, and projected historical labours : and the following are two of the
letters of that correspondence, which luckily have not been mislaid. They will
prove that ¢ the late Dean or WEsTMINsTER,’ although at the time & Septusge-
narian, was not insgnsible to the seductive influence of bibliographical pursuits ;
and we may also learn from hence that the necessity of re-inspection and re-
arrangement of MixNsTER or CaTEDRAL LiBRARIES is not absolutely confined
to the northern parts of England.

¢ Dear Sir; Can you, without trouble, tell me where Ailredus Rivallensis is
to befound? He is quoted by Widmore among the X. Scriptores. Is this a dis-
tinct work ? I have the V. post Bedam, and the XV. by Gale, where I find no
such title. Has he another name? I find two Ailreds mentioned by Leland ;
but not the one I want. I find likewise large extracts from Ailred in Reyner.
Antiq. Benedicti Noram. from which T conjecture that he is the oldest author
extant, who reports the fable of St. Peter dedicating our church in person. (our
Flete is in H. 6. reign.)
¢ This is the point of curiosity (peculiar perhaps to myself) that I wish to gra-
tify. I trust you will pardon my mania in regard to St. Peter—the invention
of the Fable is sclf-cvident, —first, to exempt the church from episcopal
Jjurisdiction ; secondly, to give us the tythe of salmon caught in the Thames. To
si valeas, valeo : vale.

Deanry, Westminster, Jan. 11, 1813. W. Vincevr.)’
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these book-worthies; although, if I remember, we were
regaled with the notice of the sale of the library of the last

¢ Dear Sir; Our Plato is, alas! imperfect; and so little was our treasure
understood, that upon one occasion, when it was sent for, our librarian brought
a Plautus!!!
¢ Whenever you wish to see the Missal, only send a day’s notice to me ; or, if
I am out of town, to my son Geo. Vincent, Bread Sanctuary, and he will intro-
duce you. I could not help observing, when I looked over it with Mr. Petrie, the
beauty and uniformity of the vellum ; which you have said it is now impossible
to obtain. Finer illuminations there are many, but the scription is such as I
have never seen. I am however but a stranger in these matters.
¢ I could not be otherwise than civil to Mr. Barker, for the young cockerel
(deuce take him!) had beat the old cock. I was upon the scent, but missed
the game ; and I am vexed it so happened. I am glad however that you ap-
prove of my moderation, and I can honourably say, that in my second edition
I profited by every objection made to my first, without ill humour. Much it is
to declare that I had reason to blush for one crror only, in so large a work : all
the rest were errors that must occur in almost all human litera ‘¢ humanum
est nescire et errare.”
¢ Our library, tho’ useful and cxtensive, has little in it that is curious ; many
books mentioned as having been there, do not now appear: we have suffered
by a fire, but still more by careless and ignorant librarians.® I have done some
good in the cause, but our means are very scanty. Success to your Spenceriana!
Deanry, Ap. 6, 1813. Your's most truly, W. Vincent.”
There is a sprightliness, a gaieté de caur, about these brief epistolary effusions
which renders them very pleasant ; especially when one considers that they were
written late in life by a veteran who had once wielded the mastigophorising
sceptre with consummate skill, and towards whom many a ¢ young Cockerel’
was wont to look with terror and dismay : add thereto, that, at the time of their
¢ scription,’ the author was habited in a capacious peruque, and with the
insignia of the Dean of the Order of the Bath encircling his breast. I used to
tell the Dean that I did not despair of seeing uncut Alduses and unwashed
Pynsons in his collection : and many a laugh had we together at the dreadfal
book-phrensy manifested at the sale of the Roxburghe Library ! He said, be had
been ¢ looking out sharply for a Valdarfer : but in vain!" On his death, in 1815,
his library, a useful and scholar-like collection, (as might have been expected)
was sold by auction, by Mr. Evans, and produced 1390.. The vacant chair of
the Dean has been occupied by a successor, both able and willing to give
every encouragement to the cause of legitimate learning : be it connected with

® ¢ I cannot say of our Prebendaries what Erasmus did of those in his age ;
"‘hzluiquc istius generis odege litcras. Colloquium senile.” But a century ago
was very true.’
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of this bibliomaniacal triumvirate, when you addressed us in
the drawing room on our last assembling ?
Lysanpes. True: but we must take them in the order

of their mortality., And first for dear Mz. Jounes !*

¢ dilredus Rivallensis’ or Matthew of Westminster. Long may he enjoy it! I
consider Mr. Gifford’s apostrophe to the present Dean of Westminster (at the
close of his life of Ben Jonson) as one of the most beautiful bursts of natural
feeling and natural eloquence which has adorned the pages of modern philology.

® dear Mr. JonrEs!] The pages of the Gentleman's Magusine,t (in the
numbers for May and June, 1816) sufficiently attest the varied life and varied

t The materials for the information contained in the Gentleman's Magasine
-were chiefly furnished by the Shrewsbury Chromicle, May 3, 1815. Some
unknown friendly correspondent supplied me with a copy of this ¢ Chronicle ;'
which, upon the whole, manifests so much proper fecling, and displays so many
interesting features relatin% to the character and parsuits of the deceased, that
I make the less scruple of subjoining it in the present {){:ee, as an unostenta-
tious sub-note. ry Chronicle, May 3, 1815. ¢ With deep and sincere
sorrow we have to mention the death of THomas Jonves, Esq. of Hafod, the
Representative in Parliament, Lord Lieutenant and Custos Rotulorum of the
County of Cardigan, Colonel of the Militia, &c. This melancholy event
occurred in Devonshire, at his seat, Langstone Cliff, near Excter, on the 24th
ult. in the 67th year of his age. The varied and the great and good qualities
of this gentleman are too well known to require any memento among his cotem-
poraries ; and the benefits growing up from his uscful designs, from his munifi-
cence and example, will be the living records of him in after-times : yet, who
could wish to see noticed merely in ‘ a passing paragraph of praise,” the
character of such a man? Of one whose taste and munificence appreciated and
fostered the works of thc most exalted genius, while his benevolence stooped to
comfort the fire-side of the lowliest cottager. His creations at Hafod, and * its
flourishing colony,” afford abundant instances of this disposition in its late
inhabitant, Previous to 1783, when Mr. Johnes began to erect his first resi-
dence, the roads were impassable, there was not a post chaise in the county :
the miserable huts of the peasantry he transforined into comfortable habitations,
and he supplied medical attendants ; he employed the population in planting
millions of forest trees, upon the cheerless barrenness of the wastes and mountains,
as well as in other improvements ; and instituted Schools, which he and Mrs.
Johnes personally attended. Having in view the two-fold design—to patronise
literature and the arts, and to combine objects which, together with the natural
grandeur of the scenery, might induce travelling to this remote part of the Prin-
cipality, and thereby amcliorate the condition of the natives—he enriched his
residence with paintings and sculptures by the best masters ; stored his library
with the most valuable literature, ancient and modern; and in his pleasure
grounds he developed and enhanced the sublime scenery of Nature. So intent
was he in improving the agriculture of this forlorn county, that he brought
farmers from Scotland and other districts, and proposed, at one time, to intro-
duce 100 Grison families, and to place them on the high uncultivated grounds ;
but various circumstances and objections prevented the exccution of this latter

« An Agricultural Society was commenced for the purpose of encouraging
cottagers, by giving premiums and purchasing their productions; and he dis-
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Avruansa. You notice him very affectionately, methinks !
Lysanper. I do: nor without reason. He had his
foibles and his faults—for who is without them ? but he had

occupations of the character above so feelingly introduced by Lysander. Mr,
Johnes was indeed ¢ dear’ to all who thoroughly knew the qualities of his head
and heart: yet the same sensibility which was alive to his excellences, could
not but be painfully quickened on a contemplation of his schemes, plans, and

tributed an excellent tract, entitled *“ A Cardiganshire Landlord’s Advice to his
Tenants.,” While Mr. Johnes was thus empf:;ing his talents and fortune for
the benefit of his country, a destructive fire, in the year 1807, consumed his
house with much of its valuable contents; the loss amounted, it is said, to
70,000!. Notwithstanding this disaster, Mr. Johnes still *“ resolved to inhabit
his Eden, although driven out by the flaming minister.” Hafod was once more
rebuilt and adomed anew. Amid these various occupations, and his business
in Parliament, Mr. Johnes translated the Travels of Brocquiere, 1 vol. 4t0. ; the
Chronicles of Froissart, 4 vols. folio ; Monstrelet, 4 vols.; and Joinville, 2 vols.
4%.: the three latter were printed at his own press at Hafod. During the last
few years he continued indefatigable in his improvements at Hafod, and in
making roads and erecting bridges for the accommodation of the public. He
Iately succeeded in establishing a Fund for the relief of the families of seamen
and others who may suffer by Ities ; and he ived the idea of establish-
ing a Fishery on an extensive scale. In the winter of 1814, Mr. Johnes had an
alarming illness, from which, however, he appeared to have recovered ; and he
urchased a residence in Devonshire, for his winter resort, or, as he expressed
K, ‘ a cradle for his age.” Here it was that the hand of death arrested him
after a short illness.
“ Let Learning, Arts, let universal Worth,
Lament a patron lost, a friend and 'udﬁe.
1, too, remember well that checrful iww
Which round his table flow’d. The serious there
Mix’d with the sportive, with the learn’d the plain ;
Mirth soften’d wisdom, candour temper'd mirth, ,
And wit its honey lent, without the sting.
But, far beyond the bounds
gf family, or friends, or native land, fam
just degrees, and with proportion’d e,
Eitinded his benevolence ’p a friend
To humankind, to parent Nature's works.
Of free access, and of engaging grace,
He kept an open judging ear for all,
And spread an open countenance, where smil'd
The fair effulgence of an open heart ;
With equal ray, his ready goodness shone :
For nothing human foreign was to Hin.”
¢ Mr. Johnes’s remains will be removed to the Church which he built at
Hafod, and be deposited in the veult with those of his beloved and only
d-nﬂ::l,ﬁr whom a marble monument of most interesting design and exquisite
wor ip has long been executing in London. They who have seen the
romantic situation of Hafod Church, emb d among plantations upon the
elevated point of a hill, may faintly imagine how such a scene, and the music
of birds and waterfalls, will accord with the melancholy procession, followed.
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great goodness of heart—a general love of mankind—and
no moderate warmth of regard towards those who were dear
to him from marriage and other ties. And then his love of

undertakings—not only too vast for his pecuniary means of carrying them into
effect, but for any life to enjoy their completion. His domain at Hafod has
been briefly and inadequately described in the Bibliomania, p. 647. Since the
writing of that ¢ inadequate description,’ I have visited the spot. It was in the
summer of 1815 when that visit was made, and when Mr. Johnes had not long
recovered from a scvere attack of water in his chest. He was then beginning
also to get the better of his recent heavy affliction in the loss of his daughter
and only child : yet I question whether the overwhelming effect of that severe
and irretrievable misfortune was ever wholly removed, or might not indirectly
have added to the fatality of his disease. It was doubtless a most heart-
rending blow. To a letter which I wrote to him upon the occasion, he answered
thus : ¢ I thank you for your kind and consoling letter, and for your direction
10 the only source of comfort. The blow has indeed been heavy, but we trust
to the same merciful hand, that ordained it, for support. We set out this day
for Hafod; and if you could favour us with your company any time this
sutumn, I think you will be pleased, and I am sure you will do us good.” See
also an allusion to his solitary state, in a letter noticed at page 83, ante.

To return to the visit at Hafod in tke summer of 1815. Hec was then alone,
with Mrs. Johnes. The house is large, but the establishment had been reduced ;

through the tangling pathways by numerous peasants, to bid their last farewell
to the master-spirit of Hafod.” ’
The character of the Grounds may be inferred from the following advertise-
ment, in one of the London papers ; which of course appeared during the life
time of the owner. ¢ Valuable reversion to be sold.—To be sold by private
contract, the reversion in fee simple, expectant on the decease of a Gentleman
in his 65th year, of between 15 and 16,000 acres of land in South Wales, with
one of the most splendid mansions in the Principality. The house, grounds,
woods, and carcases, have for scveral years been visited as the greatest ornament
of South Wales. No description of them, however, can be attempted within
the limits of an advertisement ; but an impartial account of them may be seen
in Malkin’s Tour through South Wales, and in Dr. J. E. Smith's Tour to Hafod.
The lands (a great part of which is uninclosed) are capable of immensc improve-
ments, and might in a few years, and at a very moderate expence, be made to
produce double the present rents at least. The timber and plantations arc at
this moment extremely valuable, but in twenty years it is cstimated that they
would be worth, with proper care in the mean tie, upwards of 100,000(. The
?roprietor being desirous of seeing the lands improved in his life time, would,
or that purpose, give immediate possession to the purchaser, of a considerable
portion of the lands, at the present low rents; and a moiety of two-thirds, if
required, of the purchase money, might remain on security of the estate, during
the life of the seller, at interest. Such an opportunity to provide for the
younger branches of a nobleman, or wealthy commoner’s family, may never
again occur. For further particulars apply to Mr. John Smith, Solicitor,
8, Lincoln’s-Inn, London.
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Books, of pictures, of architecture, of grots, water-falls, and
rivers, and of all the grand and soul-reviving features of
mountainous landscape! How intensely did this passion

as he preferred comfort to splendour. His hall, dining room, and suite of
libraries, are doubtless among the most beautiful and striking in the kingdom.
The Alduses® are kept in the first library immediately connected with the dining
room : the Topography in the second, or circular room : and the Belles-Lettres, &c.
in the third—which latter is a magnificent octagon, of 28 fect in height, (including
the lantern at the top of the dome) connecting, by folding doors of plate glass,
with & conservatory -of some 70 feet in length. The upper part of this octagonal
library, from which the dome immediately springs, exhibits eight subjects from
Monstrelet, executed in chiaro oscuro, by the ELper Stornarp, with a truth
of design and felicity of effect much beyond what the same eminent artist hath
(in my humble apprehension) produced in the coloured compositions of the
great stair-case at Burleigh House in Northamptonshire : and unquestionably
very much beyond what a foreign artist had previously effected, in the same
chiaro oscuro style, on the sides of the entrauce-hall at Hafod, from Froissart’s
Chronicles. The reader will quickly observe upon the propriety of introducing
paintings from the pages of MoNsTrELET and Fro1ssart in the Hafod resi-
dence. Every thing without this matchless room, is grand, quiet, and impres-
sive: mountainous scenery, feathered nearly to the summit by larches—
through the openings of which, at the very edges of small rocky precipices, the
cattle low or ruminate as they list—but their sounds reach not the quiet vale
below. The first burst of the mansion, as you turn sharply round (after having
Tun your chaise along winding and ascending roads, at the brink, as it were, of
cascades and mountain streamlets) is vastly striking and exhilarating, But it
was in the said octangular library, whither we usually retired after dinner, that
I enjoyed the full bibliomaniacal luxury of the Hafod abode. A fire, even at
the end of July—for the sun at that time sheds his last beams about seven,
owing to the height of the surrounding hills—was most acceptable. There we
were wont to sit, till day light left us in darkness below, but lingered within the
lantern above: and I believe, in temperate libations of old hock, or white
burgundy, (the former of which Mr. Johnes always diluted with water) we used
to toast ¢ Lord Spencer and the Roxburghe Club,’ ¢ Richard Heber and the

*® These ¢ Alduses’ were purchased of Signor Pesaro of : and the
room is called the Pesaro Collection. I instigated Mr. Johnes once to part
with them: ‘as to the Alduses (observed he, in reply) I must be greatly
tempted before I part with them, and you shall see them first.' 1 did see them ;
and found them to be, generally speaking, ‘ no great things.” That collection
however contains some very desirable copies of early printed books, and
them the first Lascaris, ¢ whitc as the driven snow.” The beautiful MS. of
Petrarch, noticed in the first day of this Decameron (vol. i. p. cxxxii) is also in
this collection. ’
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possess him ! Some twenty years before his death he was in
the plenitude of his book-wealth—and some ten years agone
he ‘was doomed to undergo one of the greatest vicissitudes
which a collector could experience, in the loss, by fire, of a

library at Hodnet,’ ¢ the cause of Bibliomanis all over the World,’ and ¢ the
immortal memories of the Typographical Fiftceners!’ The sculpturc of Bmks,*
and the looking glasses bought at the Fonthill sale, not a little contributed to
the classical effect of this well-farnished room. Total darkness prevailed by nine
o’clock, when the coffee and tea equipages were introduced : and by half past
ten we had reached our respective dormitories.

¢ Man ncver is, but always to be, blest.” At this period ¢ dear Mr. Johnes’
was sighing for the coming on of October, and for his consequent return to his
sea~side cottage at Langstone CIliff, near Exeter. He used to say it had been
the ¢ setting of him up ;' and he expatiated in his wonted manner upon the
beauties of the scene and the salubrity of the air—entreating me to come and
visit him there! Alas! he was then contemplating a removal from which he
was never to retirn: and on the 1st of October following he left, for the last
time, his own

—— paradise, blooming in the wild.

On the 24th of April ensuing, and in the 67th of his age, he breathed his last ;
in that spot, where he had fondly anticipated a renewal of strength and a con-
firmation of health. My friend (and an old and dear one to the deceased)
Mr. Henry Drury, was visiting him at this juncture. ¢ Poor Johnes (said he, in
a letter to me, shortly after the event) is gone! L was with him to the last.
We enjoyed a bottle of champagne together, and talked of Alduses only three
days before the event. But he was then going fast.’ His LiBraRY, as well as
the entire domain, is yet to be disposed of : but the trustees of the property
will do well to ook closely to the former, for the bouks are not wholly free from
the influence of moisture, and, like_those of Bishop Cosin, (see vol. ii. p. 503)
they require ¢ rubbing once a fortnight before the fire.” Without doubt the
collection is both costly and curious. It remains now merely to say a word or
two respecting the bibliomaniacal character which Mr. Johnes has left behind ;
but not without presenting the reader with (what I am sure he will thankfully
receive) a sketch of a PORTRAIT of this amiable man, executed by the aforesaid
Stothard. It represents him in one of those accidental attitudes in which be was

® Under one of the large  looking glasses’ above mentioned, and facing the
fire-pluce, upon a marble slab, were placed three busts : one of Mrs. Johnes and
another of Miss Jokne:, each by Baxxs: the third, of Mr. Johnes, by CHaNTRY.
The latter is one of the most happy of that admirable sculptor’s performances.
We must not, however, dismiss Banks, without noticing his beautiful small
whole-length group of Thetis dipping Achilles in the river Styx: which stood
i the Pesaro library.
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port.ioh of his library ! Yet, nearer to his own dissolution, a
more cruel stroke awaited him—in the loss of his daughter
and only child. A well-o-day! the church which he built,
and the burial ground which he prepared, now enclose the
bodies which were once busied in giving them existence.

frequently seen ; and will be viewed with pleasure, not unmixed with pain, by
those who used cqually to cnjoy his conversation and hospitality. Let me
however further premise, that, of all the resemblances of him, that of Mr.
CuAaNTRY’s BUST is the most faithful and happy. The other prints, which were
privately circulated, are comparatively faithless.

-

After a portrait of the Mun—observes the ¢ cuninge reder’— we should have
another of his press !—for all the book-world with one voice proclaims the reputa-
tion of that press which produced the English Versions of Froissart, Monstrelet,
Joinville, and De Brocquiere, in quarto forms. Be it so, then. But first know, that
this press is situated about a mile and a balf from the mansion : amidst boldly
swelling, but less cultivated, hills ; and that it is, in form, a mere cottage, now
indeed bereft of every thing in the shape of tympan, frisket, type, and press-
fumniture ; and inhabited by a poor woman and her family, from neither of
whom could I elicit a single word of English—as they speak it to the south of
that ¢ countrec.’” Yet within this quondam typographical cottage, or PrivaTs
Prxss, the present Dutchess of Bedford pulled (so Mr. Johnes told me) one
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A more ancient buok-veteran reposes yonder. "Tis Mi.
cHAEL WopnuLL* of whom I speak. He had lived through
a long career of book-glory, and had seen very many of

when gentlemen of classical ceducation, good fortunes, or fine patrimonies,
devote some portion of the leisure of retirement in enquiries connected with the
ancicnt histories of their country=—in a correspondence abroad, or at home,
relating to hitherto unknown, or hitherto unexamined, MSS.— to questions of
ancient costume, and rescarches amidst the fascinating varieties of ancient illu-
minations — (objects, the whole of which are excmplified in the publications of
the Harop Press!) they are conferring a lasting benefit upon their country ; and
evincing, at the same time, a due sense of the advantages with which Provi-
dence hath been pleased to bless them. There is no one pui-suit, or occupation,
beneath the sun, to be put in competition with that of intellectual labour
directed, in whatever way, towards the improvement and happiness of society:
and the boast of three editions of an ExcLisH Froissart may be as trium-
phant, and a little more rational, than that of three kingdoms to a conqueror!
So take we leave of ¢ dear Mr. Johnes !"
® °Tis MicuaeL Wobnurr.] Few collectors have run a more ardent and
uniform career, than the amiable and vencrable character whose decease is above
" recorded by Lysander. As carly as the Gaignat Sale his voice was heard and
his biddings were registered. But what a compound was ¢ our Michael?” A
scholar, & gentleman, a man of principle, and of fortune ; but somewhat queru-
lous, visionary, and democratical. The latter terms are used without asperity,
and are not meant to convey more than their legitimate meaning warrants. The
pages of the Gent. Mag. (for Nov. 1816) and of Mr. A. Chalmers’s Biog. Dict.
vol. xxxii. p. 228, give a good outline of Mr. Wodhull’s literary labours ; of
which, the translation of Euripides, in 4 octavo volumes, 1782, must be consi-
dered as ¢ standing first and foremost.” But his privately printed octavo volume
of ¢ Poems’ affurds the best evidence of the gencral complexion of his political
and religious principles. I wish however that volume had been thrice as thick,
and exclusively devoted to a raisonné catalogue of his own admirably-sclected
risrARY. His name would have stood upon a loftier eminence in consequence :
for his pocms betray, at times, almost the fierce antipathy of Ritson to ecclesi-
astical establishments, and are occasionally * redolent’ of the wild rhapsodies
of Rousscau. These traits of caprice, perhaps, rather than of fixed principle, were
modified in the after conduct of their author. Mr. Wodhull was pleased to beg
my acceptance of & copy of his poems—out of pure bibliographical afiection—
for then I had never seen or spoken to him. I thanked him heartily, but
did not scruple to express that difference of opinion of which the rcader has
been already put in possession. The poems contained some pretty embellish-
ments, in the stipling manner, by Richter, and a frontispicce of Mr. WobnuLL’s
PORTRAIT ; from which latter (thinking it might be acceptable to the biblio-
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those, with whom he started in life, ¢ quiet beneath the green
sod.” Remote from London, he built his house, and formed
his library, and planted his trees, and laid out his grounds.
Here he lived, distinguished for his peculiarities—for shy-
ness and seclusion—visited by few, but respected by all.

maniac, now that the original is no more) I have caused a copy to be engraved,
on a somewhat reduced scale, but in a preferable style of art. -

ot

We will now give a more home-view of Mr. Wodhull’s habits and occupa-
tions. He lived at Thenford in Northamptonshire, ¢ in a respectable and handsome
mansion, on his patrimonial estate’ (as Mr. Chalmers well expresses it) which he
had himself built, and surrounded by plantations which had grown up from
infancy under his own eye: so that he was both maker and ¢ monarch of what
he surveyed.” The venerable owner of this ¢ handsome mansion’ was visited by
his friend Mr. Heber and mysclf, in the winter of 1815, a day or two after we
had risen warm from the inspection of a certain MS. at Ecton Hall (see p. 338)
in the same county. The roads of Northamptonshire, and especially the bye-
r0ads, do net remind the traveller of the smoothness of a bowling green : a hard
frost hiud, however, given them solidity—and after a sort of ¢ [ToAAg & &'vaﬂa,
xalayla” journey, we entered both the outer and inner gates of Mr. Wodhull's
well-wooded domain. He received us kindly and heartily ; but (borrowing the
language of the Bihli ia, p. 143, in the description of a character under the
name of ¢ Orlando”) his cheeks were wan, and a good deal withered : and his
step was cautious and infirm. His head in fact hung down upon his breast ;
his voice was fecble and rather inarticulate ; and his movements were slow and
few. A crackling fire was ordered to be lighted tn the dining room, where 1
quickly recognised, over the chimney piece, a very early performance of Zuccha-
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He died in the same spot: having uniformly shewn the
same principles of political and moral conduct, and integrity

relli. Meanwhile, before dinner, we had the unlimited range of two rooms
pretty thickly filled with books—yet it pained us (and especially my friend) to
see 50 many empty shelves! The truth is, that Mr. Wodhull was much in the
habit of selling, not only duplicates, but absolutely rare and curious books, by
auction ; although perhaps be had been many years in the acquisition of the
latter. There seems to be no accounting for such a singular line of conduct : for
a better informed, or more finished bibliographer, than their owner, existed not
either in France or England. Indced, respecting the French school of editions
and printers, during the xvith century, it may be doubted whether Mr. Wod-
bull’s equal could be found. Mr. Payne thought him ¢ Bibliographorum longé
doctissimus,” in the matter of Morels and Stephens. e was, to my certain
knowledge, profoundly versed in the volumes of Maittaire ; and he who retaineth
the information which such volumes possess, may be said to lift his head very
high in the atmosphere of bibliographical erudition.

Ifrankly confess that both the number (about 4000 volumes) and the character
of Mr. Wodhull's library disappointed me. His Vellums also were few, and of
second-rate distinction. His early-printed books were chiefly of civil and eccle-
siastical law ; and in respect to the belles lettres, after having recently revelled
in the interminable book-chambers of Althorp, (where large and luxurious copies
in morocco, russia, and white-calf gilded, bindings throw around their dazzling
infinence!) it was hardly fair to raise my expectations, or to institute a comperi-
son: o I experienced but little chagrin. Mr. Wodhull had once a very
extensive library ; which found its way, by treacherous yet pleasing sinuosities,
nearly over the whole of the first floor, up the sides of the stair-case, peeping
even into more than. one bed-chamber ! He was then a zealous attendant of
book-auctions in town : and you might have seen him at the Pinelli sale, with
his pen perpendicularly in his hand which he dropt almost instinctively—when
a book, for which he had been bidding, went beyond the price he intended to
give. His usual bidding, in a feeble or whining tone of voice, was ¢ three-pence
more!” (Alas! the ¢ three-penny,’ as well as ¢ the chivalrous age,’ is gone—never
toretun!) When he disposed of a book, he usually cut out his name, and the
price which he had given, in the fly leaf; and his arms were, in former times,
stamped upon the outward cover. As we have occasionally dealt in autographic
fac-similes, the reader may not be displeased with the following: taken from a
volume luckily not subjected to the scissars of Mr. Wodhull.
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of heart: and having also indulged in querulous composi-
tions, both in prose and verse, against institutions, of which
the evils were doubtful, or discernible chiefly to his own

A word or two now respecting the domestic habits and character of our
well-beloved Micuaer WopauLrL, ere we draw the curtain upon him for
good. It has been said, in a previous sentence, that his principles were ¢ some-
what visionary and democratic ;' but that no asperity of meaning was intended
to be conveyed by such epithets. Mr. A. Chalmers softens these ¢ democratic’
principles, by saying that ¢ his politics were those of a British Whig, not run
away with by national prejudices -’ and in the Gent. Mag. we are